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The "Catechism of Scripture History" has been 
some years used in Manuscript in the Schools of 
the Sisters of Mercy, Limerick, having been com- 
piled by them for the more easy instruction of 
their pupils. It was commenced in rather a limited 
form, and was gradually added to as the children 
advanced. It is now deemed advisable to print it, 
both to prevent the inaccuracies likely to arise from 
frequent transcripts, and to meet the wishes of those 
who desired to procure copies. 

The work is divided into seven parts, the six 
first comprise the history of the Old Testament, 
and are arranged according to the computations 
specified in the annexed Chronological Table. The 
table and the historical narrative have been copied 
from the sacred text, and it is only where it became 



IV PREFACE. 

necessary to supply the connecting links in either 
that any other authority has been consulted. The 
authors referred to are Josephus, Bossuet, and 
Petavius. 

The object in view in compiling this Catechism 
was to give the children not only an accurate 
knowledge of the principal events recorded in holy 
Scripture, and a clear idea of the time in which 
each of these occurred, but also to familiarize them 
with the prophecies relating to our Divine Lord, 
and thus to lead them to regard the Old Testament 
as a figure and a foreshadowing of the New. The 
connexion between both has been developed as 
clearly as the limits of a school book would allow. 
The Catechism form is adopted to render it less 
difficult to commit the facts to memory. Two or 
three histories have, however, been introduced, 
partly as exercises in reading, and partly to accus- 
tom the pupil to relate events in detail. 

The work has been revised by Rev. Dr. O'Reilly, 
R. C. College, Maynooth, and is published with the 
approbation of Right Rev. Dr. Ryan, Limerick. 



Cjmranlngtral €Mt 



AGB. 

1st. 

2nd. 
3rd. 

4th. 



5th. 



6th. 



From the Creation to the Deluge includes a space 
of 1656 years 

• • Deluge to the vocation of Abraham, 367 . • 

• • Vocation of Abraham to the delivery 

out of Egypt .... 430 • • 
• . Delivery out of Egypt to the foun- 
dation of the Temple, including 40 
years journeying in the desert . 519 • . 

• • Foundation of the Temple to the 

return from Babylonian Captivity, 1st 
year of the reign of Cyrus 482 •• 

. . Return from Babylonian Captivity, 
1st year of Cyrus to Birth of Christ 546 .. 



A.M. 

1656 
2023 



24531547 



2972 

3454 

4000] 



A.C 

2344 
1977 



1028 



546 



1st. 



THE YEARS. 

From the Creation to the Deluge, are com- 
puted as follows : 
Adam was 130 years old when his son 

Seth was born 
105 years old when Enos 

was born 
90 years old when Cainan 

was born 
70 years old when Ma- 

laleel was born 
65 years old when Jared 
was born . . 

162 years old when Enoch 

was born 
65 years old when Ma- 
thusalem was born . 
Mathusalem was 187 years old when La- 

mech was born 
Lamechwas 182 years old when Noah 

was born 
Noah was 500 years old when Sena 

was born . . 
Scm was 100 years old at the time of 

the Deluge - • 

1656 



Seth was 
Enos was 
Cainan was 
Malaleel was 
Jared was 
Enoch was 



REFERENCE. 


Genesis v. 3 


• . 


v. 6 


. . 


v. 9 


a . 


v. 12 


• • 


v. 15 


a . 


v. 18 


. . 


Y. 21 


•* 


v. 25 


• • 


y. 28 


a . 


Y. 31 


. • 


v. 6 



VI 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 



▲OB. 



2nd. 



i ' 



THE TEARS. 

From the Deluge to the vocation of Abra- 
ham, are conarpotod at follows : 
In the 2nd year after the Deluge Arphaxad 

was born to Sem . ... 

Arphaxad was 35 when his son Sale was born 

30 when his son Heber was 

born . . • 

34 when his son Phalegwas 

born • 

30 when his son Rehu was 
born . . 

32 when his son Sarug was 

born 
30 when his son Nachor was 

born 
29 when his son Thare was 

born • 

70 when his son Abraham 

was born 
75 at the time of his call 

367 



Sale 
Heber •• 
Phaleg ,-,. 
Rehu 
Sarug .. 
Nachor .. 
Thare .. 
Abraham 
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Genesis 

• • 


xi. 10 
12 


• • 


14 


■ • 


16 


. . 


** 


• * 


20 


*• 


22 


• ♦ 


24 


• • 

• • 


26 

•• * 

xu. 4 



THB TEARS. 



3rd 



From the Vocation of Abraham to the Deli- 
very from Egypt are computed as follows : 
25 yrs. after Abraham's vocation 
Isaac was born 
when Jacob was born 
when he went to' Egypt 
where his descendants 
dwelt for the space 
when they were delivered 
by Moses; the entire 
being dated from Abra- 
ham's going to Egypt 
toon after his vocation. 



Isaac was 
Jacob .. 



of 



60 
130 



215 



time . 430 



Gen. xxt. 5 
.. xxv. 26 



Exod. xii. 40 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 



▼U 



▲OB. 



4th. 



REFERENCE. 



From the Delivery oat of Egypt to the 
Foundation of the Temple (519) yean 
are computed, as follows : — 
Journeying through the Desert . 40 years 
From the termination of the 
journey to the foundation of the 
Temple 479 .. 

519 
Thii explanation of the text [3 Kings vi. 1 ] 
is deduced from Dent i. 3; Deut. iv. 
45 to 49 ; and Jud. xi. 26 ; and is main- 
tained by sereral chronologists. 
Moses the Law-giver and first Judge 40 ys. 
Josue .25 



Deut i. 3 
3 Kings vi. 1 






Caleb and ancients 

Othoniel . 

Aod and Samgar 

Deborah 

Gedeon 

Abimelech 

Thola 

Jair 

Jepthe 

Abesan 

Ahialon 

Abeson 

Sampson 

Heli 

Samuel before Saul 

Saul the First King 

David* . 



15 
40 
80 
40 
40 

3 
23 
22 

6 

7 
10 

8 

20 
40 
20 
40 
40 

519 



Deut. i. 3. 
Josephus 
Bossoet. Petav. 
Jud. iii. 11 
30 



Jud. iv. 5, & v. 32 
. viii.28 
. ix.22 
x.2 
• • • o 
xii. 7 
..) 
. ..1 
. .. 14 
. xv. 20 
1 Kings iv. 18 
.... vii. 2 
Acts xiii. 21 
3 Kings ii. 11 



* Solomon was associated with bis father in the kingdom three years before 
his death ; he laid the foundaton of the Temple in the second month after his 
lather's death ; the fourth year of his reign, if computed from the time of his asso- 
ciation, the first of his reign alone. 
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▲OB 

Oth. 



THE TBABfl. 

From the Foundation of the Temple to the 

Return from the Babylonian Captivity, 

1st year of the reign of Cyrus, 482 years, 

are computed as follows : 
Solomon reigned 37 years 

after the Foundation of the Temple. 
The kingdoms of Juda and Israel from the 

separation to the Assyrian Captivity . . 260 years. 
From the Assyrian Captivity to the Babylo- 
nian Captivity, in the 11th of Sedecias, 

when the remnant of Juda was carried 

into captivity 133 years. 

From the 11th of Sedecias to the 1st of 

Cyrus, the termination of the 70 years' 

captivity, which commenced the 4th of 

Joakim ....... 52 years. 

482 .. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 



IX 



TABLE OF THE KINGS OF JUDA AND ISRAEL 

CORRECTED FOR THE 

CATECHISM OF SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 



1 


Length 




Length 




Dtto. 


JUDA. 


of Reign. 


Reference. 


Date. 


ISRAEL. 


of Reign. 


Reference. 


AM. 


Name. 


Years. 




AM. 


Name. 


Years. 






Roboam suc- 
ceeded by his 
son 

Abia 


17 
S 


3 Kings xiv. 21 
.... xv. 2 


300V 


Jeroboam 

tucceeded by 

hit ton 


99 


3 Kings xiv. 90 


J» 


Am 


41 


.... xv. 10 


3031 


Nadab 


1 


.... xv. 96,33 


t* 








3039 


Baasa 

tucceeded by 

hit ton 


94 


.... xv. 33 


« 








3056 


Ela 


9 


.... xvi. 8 










3068 


Zamri 


7 days 


.... xvi. 15 










J058 


Amri and 
Thebni con- 
tested. 


4 


.... xvi. 21-23 










30A2 


Amri alone 
tucceeded by 


8 


....xvi. 91-23 












hit ton 






J070 


Josophat 


86 


• • • « *▼• 3W 


3070 


Achab 

tucceeded by 

hit ton 


99 


.... xvi. 99 










30*9 


Ochozias 

tucceeded by 

hit brother 


9 


....xxti.69 


9006 


Joram* 


8 


4 Kings viii. 1? 


3094 Joratn 


19 


4 Kings iii. 1 


8108 


Ochozias 


1 


.... viii. 9h 










A th alias 






3106 , Jehu 


98 


.... x. 30 




usurpation 


6 


.... XI. 3 


tucceeded by 
















hit ton 






1110 


Joas 


40 


xi.21;xiLl 


3134 


Joachaz 

tucceeded by 

hit ton 


17 


.... xiii. 1 


8150 


Amasias 


29 


.... xiy. 1 


3161 


Joas 


16 


.... xiii. 10 










succeeded by 














| hi* ton 














3167 Jeroboam II. 


41 


.... xiv. 93 










j after an 




Deduced from 










interregnum 

1 °' 


11 


4 Kings xiv. 93 
and xv. 8 










tucceeded by 










j 






At* son | 






079 


Azarias, or 
Ozias 


1 
59 | 


.... XV. 1 


3219 


Zachari%s 


6 months 


.... XV. 8 






I 


• 


3919 


8ellum 


1 month 


.... xv. 13 






i 
j 

i 




3919 


Manaham 

tucceeded by 

hit ton 


10 


.... xv. 17 






i 




3999 


Phaceia 


8 


.... xv. 93 


m 


Joathan 


is ; 


.... xv. 32 


3931 


Phacee 


90 


.... xv. 97 


•47 


Acbaz 


16 ; 


.... xvi 2 


] 


Interregnum 






an 


Ezechiasr 








of 


9 


..xvi.l&xvii.l 




before Cap. 


. 

1 


. . . xviii. 1-10 


3960 


Osea 


9 


.... xviii. 1-10 


# 


960 ' 








960 





Jfste.]— 3969, date of the Assyrian Captivity, which terminated the Kingdom of Israel after 

ad lasted 960 years, having been separated from that of Juda by Jeroboam in the reign of 

loam, the son and successor of Solomon. 

'Joram was associated with his father in the kingdom between two and three years; as 

heed from 4 Kings Hi. 1; and 4 Kings viii. 16, 95. 

Sceehiaa reigned six yean before the captivity and twenty-three after, in all tweufcj-xvv&fc 

a. 



X CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

KINGS OF JUDA AFTER THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THE SEPARATED KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 



Date. 

A.Jtt. 


Name. 


Length of Reign. 
Tears. 


Reference. 


3269 

3292 
3347 
3349 
3380 

3380 
3391 

3391 
3402* 


Ezeehias. after the 

Assyrian Captivity 

Manesses 

Amon 

Josias 

Joachas 

succeeded by his 

brother 

Joachim 

succeeded by his son 

Joachin 

succeeded by his 

uncle 

Sedeeias 

f 


23 

55 
2 
31 
Three months 

11 
Three months 

11 


4 Kings rviii. 1-10 

.... xxi. 1 i 

.... xxi. 19 

.... xxii 1 
Carried to Egypt. 

.... xxiii. 31 

.... xxiii. 36 

Carried to Babylon. 
.... xxiv. 8-16 

.... xxiv. 18 

* 


133 Duration of the kingdom of Jnda after; 
the Assyrian Captivity. 



* 3402 A.M. In this year almost all the people of Jnda, who had escaped on 
former occasions, were carried captive to Babylon. 



YEAR8. 

The Sixth Age includes the reigns of the kings from the first year 
of the reign of Gyrus to the 20th of Artaxerxes, when the 70 
-weeks [of years] foretold by Daniel commence, according to the 
more common and more probable opinion. Sixty-nine of these 
weeks, that is 483 years, appear to have elapsed from this time to 
the Baptism of Christ, which took place when he was thirty years 
of age. 



NAMES OF THE PBRSrAN KINGS. 



Gyrus reigned 
Gambyses 
Darius I. 
Xerxes • 

20th of Artaxerxes 
69 weeks of years 



Subtract our Lord's age at Baptism 



9 years. 

8 .. 

36 .. 

21 .. 

19 .. 

483 .. 

576 

. 30 years. 



346 



CataJiiBm nf Itriflttrt 30istarq. 



/itit age »f tilt Wnft. 



KBOM THE CREATION TO THE DKL17QE, A .SPACE OF 1650 
IBAB3. 



A.M. 1 to 1656.] J>«o n Fint. [A.C. 4000 to 3344. 



THIS CREATION. 




e what you know nf the history of the creation ? 
In the beginning God created heaven and earlh; the 
earth was void and empty, and darkness was on the 
face of the deep ; and the Spirit of God moved over the 
waters, and God said, " Be light made," and light was 
made ; and He divided the light from the darkness and 
called the light day, and the darkness night. On! the 
ncond day God made a firmament and called it tatnen. 



2 CATECHISM OF 

dividing the waters that were under it from those that 
were above it. On the third day God commanded the 
waters on the earth to be gathered together, and to let the 
dry land appear : the gathering together of the waters He 
called seas, the earth He commanded to bring forth fruit 
trees and herbs. 0n the fourth day God made lights in 
the firmament of heaven ; a greater light to rule the day 
and a lesser light to rule the night ; and the stars. On 
the fifth day God created the fish of the sea and the fowl 
of the air. On the sixth day God created beasts, cattle 
and creeping things ; and last of all man, to whom He 
gave dominion over the earth and all it contained. The 
seventh day God blessed and sanctified, for in it He 
rested from all His work. 

Of what did God make man ? 

He made his body of the slime of the earth, and his 
soul, which He breathed into him, He created of 
nothing. 

To whose image did God make man ? 

To His own image. •• To the image of God He 
created him." (Gen. i. 27.) 

In what is man like to God ? 

In his soul. 

In what is the soul like to God ? 

In being a spirit and immortal, and in being capable 
of knowing and loving God. 

Why did God give us souls capable of knowing and 
loving him ? 

That we might attain the end for which He made 
us, that is, to know and serve Him here on earth, and 
hereafter to see and enjoy Him for ever in heaven. 



A.M. 1 to 1656.] Lesson Second. [A.C. 4000 to 2344. 

OUR FIRST PARENTS IN THE GARDEN OF PARADISE. 

What was the name of the first man ? 

Adam. 

Where did God place Adam ? 

In the garden of Paradise. 

What was the name of the first woman f 

Eve. 
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Of what did Gad make Eve f 

Of one of the ribs of Adam, which be took from him 
whilst he slept. 

Where is it supposed that the Garden of Eden via* 
situated? 

In Asia, between the rivers Euphrates and Tigris. 

Who gave names to all animals on earth ? 

Adam, before whom God caused them all to pass in 
review. 

What command did God give to Adam on placing him in 
Paradise ? 

That he should not eat the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil under penalty of death. 

Why was that command given ? 

To make Adam, though vested with authority over the 
earth, sensible of God's supreme dominion over him, and 
□f his dependence on God, and as a trial of obedience. 

Did our first parents disobey the command of God t 

Yes, Eve weakly yielded to the temptation of the devil, 
who in form of a serpent persuaded her that God would 
not put his threat in execution, and that by eating the 
forbidden fruit she would become more wise, on which 
" She did eat, and gave to Adam, and he also did eat." 
(Gen. iii. 6.) 

What is this sin of our first parents catted t 

Original sin ; this we inherit from ihcm, and every one 
coming into the world is infected with it. 

What punishment did God inflict on them ? 

He drove them out of Paradise, stripped them of original 
justice, and condemned them to death with their posterity. 
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A.M. 1 to 1656.1 Lesson Third. [A.C. 4000 to 2344. 

THE IlEHEKWEK I 



Did God give Adam and Eve any consolation in their 
affliction ? 

Yes, in tbe promise of a Redeemer to come. 

When was that promise fulfilled ? 

About 4,000 years after. 

What viae the name of the fret son of Adam and Eve T 

Cain, who was the first murderer, having killed his 
brother Abel. 




Why did he commit so great a crime ? 

Through envy and jealousy on account of hie brother's 
superior piety and merit ; and because Abel's offering was 
more acceptable to God than his own. 

What punishment did God inflict on Cain ? 

He cursed him, and pronounced him a fugitive and 
vagabond on the face of the earth, which He decreed 
should not yield Cain fruit on his tilling it. 

Wheredid Cain dwell of ter his sentence was pronounced ? 

To the east of Eden, whither he was constrained to 
fly ; where he in some time built a city which he called 
after his son Enoch. 

What was the name of the son whom God gave to Adam 
and Eve in place of Abel t 

Seth, who was born A.M. 130; he was just, and like 
unto AbeL 



SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 



I 



Did any remarkable person descend from Seth ? 

Yes, Enoch, a just and holy man, who, at the age of 
865 years, was taken from among men without dying, and 
translated to some place of rest and happiness, whence, 
as the holy Fathers gather from the Apocalypse, chap. xi„ 
he and Elias will come before the last day to oppose 
antichrist, and having suffered martyrdom, and been again 
restored to life, will ascend gloriously into heaven. 

Who was Mathusalem ? 

The son of Enoch, and remarkable for being the oldest 
man that ever lived, having attained the age of 9G9 years. 
He was grandfather to Noah. 



Names and ages of the Patriarchs of the first age. 

A.M. 

BORN. DIED. AGED. 

Adam, 930 930 

Seth, 180 1042 912 

Enos, 235 1140 905 

Cainah, 325 1235 910 

Malaleel, 395... ...1290 895 

Jared, 460 1422 962 

Enoch, 622 987 365 translated to heavea 

Mathusalem, 687 1656 969 

Lamech, 874 1651 777 

Noah, 1056 2006 950 
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SECOND AGE OF THE WORLD. 



A.M. 1856 to 2023.] Lesion Fourth. [AC. 2344 to 1977. 

THE DELDGK.— KOAH AND HIS FAMILY BAYL1D. 



What was the Deluge? 

A great inundation that covered the whole earth with 
water to the height of fifteen cubits above the tops of the 
mountains. 

For what reason was the deluge sent ? 

In punishment of sin. 

How was so great an inundation produced? 

The fountains of the deep were broken up, the flood- 
gates of heaven opened, and rain fell in torrents for forty 
successive days and nights. 

Were any saved from the deluge P 

Yes, Noah and his wife, his three sons, and their wives; 
eight persons in all. 

Were any animals preserved ? 

Yes ; all kinds of birds, beasts, and creeping things ; of 
birds and clean beasts seven and seven, male and female ; 
of unclean animals two and two; with food suited to 
each. 

How were they preserved ? 

In the Ark. which Noah built by the command of God. 

Describe the Arh ? 

It was like a great ship, except that instead of a flat 
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deck on the top, it had a sloping roof, which saved it 
from being suck by the torrents of rain, and was pitched 
within and without. It was three hundred cubits long, 
fifty broad, and thirty high, having lower, middle, and 
third stories ; it had one window and ■ door, which 
God secured on the outside as soon as Nosh and all with 
him had entered. 

How long was the Ark in being built t 

One hundred years. 

How old was Nook when he entered the Ark t 

Sis hundred years. 

How long was Noah in the Ark when the water* began 
to abate? 

One hundred and fifty days. 

In what month did the Ark rest t 

In the seventh month, on one of the mountains of 
Armenia, generally supposed to be Mount Arrarat. 

In what month did the lope of the mountain* appear T 

On the first of the tenth munth. 

How did Noah ascertain that the water* had subsided t 

He first sent out a raven, and then a dove : the raven 
did not return, but the dove finding no place to rest her 
foot, returned to (he Ark. After seven days he sent her 
out again, and she came to him in the evening, bringing 
an olive branch with green leaves in her mouth, which he 
joyfully received as a proof that the waters were dried up. 

How long was Noah in the Ark from the time he entered 
till the time he came out ? 

About twelve months. 
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A.M. 1656 to 2023.] Lesson Fifth. [A.C. 2844 to 1977, 

noah's sacrifice. 

What wtts Noah's first act on quitting the Ark? 

He built an altar and offered up holocausts to God of all 
cattle and fowl that were clean. 

How did God testify His approval of Noah's piety and 
gratitude ? 

By promising that He would not again curse the earth 
or destroy it as He had done. 

What sign did God give of his covenant ? 

The rainbow 

Of what should the rainbow remind us ? 

Of the infinite niercv and forbearance of God, who* 
though often outraged, is ever mindful of the covenant 
He made. 

What should we learn from the fate of those who were 
drowned? 

To avoid sin which was the cause of their punishment ; 
and to lead holy lives, that when death comes we may not 
be unprepared to meet it. 

Of what do the Holy Fathers consider the Ark a figure ? 

Of the Holy Catholic Church, which, like the Ark. batf 
triumphantly risen above floods and storms, and which 
carries secure within her pale all people, tribes and 
tongues. 

What change did God make in mans diet after the 
Deluge ? 

He permitted the use of animal food, " save flesh with 
the blood in it." 

Name the three sons of Noah ? 

Sen), Cham, and Japheth. 

Why did Noah bless Sem and Japheth, and not Cham f* 

Because on one occrsion Noah having drank wine, of 
the intoxicating effects of which he appears not to have 
been aware, was found uncovered by Cham, who, instead 
of concealing his aged fathers weakness, published it to 
his two brothers ; these with more regard for filial piety, 
immediately threw a cloak over him. 

Who was Cham's son ? 

Canaan, who was cursed by Noah for his father's want 
of filial respect 



BCHIPTHRE HISTORY. B 

What should children learn from this? 

To pay that honour and respect to tbeir parents which 
God commands, and carefully to avoid exposing them to 
ridicule or contempt for any private failings they may 
discover in them. 



023.] Lesson Sixth. [A.C. 2344 to 19T7 

THE Til WE H OF BABEL. 




In what did the descendant* of Cham distinguish them- 
selves, when people became numerous after the Deluge ? 

In building great cities, and establishing themselves in 
great possessions. 

Name their principal postemons ? 

Babylon and Nineve, both built by Nimrod; the land 
which was named after Canaan was divided between some 

Why tea* the Tomer of Babel commenced? 

When the people became numerous and were about to 
disperse, they proposed to build a tower the top of which 
should reach to heaven, as a lasting monument of their 
greatness ; and it is supposed that they designed it as a 
place of security from tbe effecls of any future deluge. 

Why was the tower called Babel ? 

Babel signifies confusion ; for God, to counteract the 
project of the builders, confounded their language, so that 
they could not understand each other. 
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Whom did Almighty God select as his faithful servant, 
with whom to establish His Covenant? 

Abraham, a just and holy man, descended from Sem, 
and a native of Ur, a city of the Chaldees, where he dwelt 
until Thare, his father, removed his family to Haran, a 
city of Mesopotamia, in which place, after a residence of 
some years, he died : and Abraham, at the age of seventy- 
five years received a command from God to leavo his 
country, and his father s house, and go to the land which 
He would show him.* 



Names and ages of the Patriarchs of the second age. 

A.M. 





BORN. 


DIED. 


AGED. 


Sem, 


1556 




600 


Arphaxad, 


1658 


. 1996 


338 


Sale, 


1693 , 


. 3126 


43a 


Heber, 




, 2187 


464 


Phaleg, 




1996 


239 


Rehu, 


1787 , 


2026 


239 


Sarug, 


1819 , 


. 2049 


230 


Kachor, 




1997 


148 


Thare, 


1878 


. 2083 


205 


THIRD AGE OF 


THE WORLD. 





FROM THE VOCATION OF ABRAHAM TO TIIE DELIVERANCE 
OF THE JEWS FROM EGYPT, A SPACE OF 430 YEARS. 

A.M. 2023 to 2048.] Lesson Seventh. [A.C. 1977 to 1952. 

Hi STORY OF AL'RAHAM TO THE BIRTH OF ISAAC. 

Bid Abraham obey the command of God without delay ? 

Yes, taking Sarah his wife, Lot, his brother's son, and 
all the substance they had acquired in Haran, he left his 
father's house, and set out on his journey. 

* Abraham received this command three hundred and sixty-seven 
years alter the Deluge. 
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What promise did God make to Abraham when He gave 
him the above-mentioned command ? 

"I will make of thee' a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and magnify thy name, and thou shalt be blessed. 
I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that 
curse thee, and in thee shall all the kindred of the earth 
be blessed." (Gen. xii. 1, 2, 8.) 

How was the latter part of the promise fulfilled ? 
By the birih of the Redeemer, who was descended from 
him. 

To what country did God direct Abraham 9 s steps ? 
To the land of Canaan, where at Sichein He appeared 
to him, and promised the land to his descendants. 
When was the promise fulfilled? 
About 477 years after, when Josue having conquered it, 
divided it among the twelve tribes, the descendants of 
Abraham. 

What did Abraham at Sichem ? 

He built an altar to God, which was his practice wher- 
ever he settled ; whence we should learn to give the first 
and principal place in all our actions to God. 
Whither did Abraham go from Sichem ? 
To the east of Bethel, near Hai, where he also built an 
altar ; and thence continued his journey to the south ; 
but on account of a famine was obliged to go on to Egypt 
where he encountered many dangers from which he was 
delivered by God iu reward of his faith and obedience. 
Where did Abraham dwell when he returned from Egypt P 
In the place where he had dwelt before, between Bethel 
and Hai ; and on the site of the altar he had formerly 
erected, he built another, and called upon the name of 
the Lord. 

Why did Lot separate from Abraham ? 
Because a contest arose between their herdsmen, the 
land being too narrow to contain their increased flocks 
and herds. 

Where did Lot choose to dwell ? 

In Sodom, the plains about which being watered by the 
Jordan were well calculated for feeding his flocks. 

What did God say to Abraham after Lot separated from 
Mm? 

He renewed the promise that his posterity should be 
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numerous, and desired him to walk through the land, for 
it should all be Lis ; Abraham accordingly removed and 
dwelt by the vale of Mambre, in Hebron, where he built 
an altar. 

What befel Lot in Sodom ? 

He was taken prisoner, and his property carried away 
by the armies of four confederate kings, who made war 
against [he king of Sodom. 

Bow was he restored to liberty ? 

By Abraham, who being informed of what befel him, 
armed 318 of bis servants, pursued and defeated the 
enemy, restored Lot to liberty, and recovered all the 
spoils. 

How did the king of Sodom act when Abraham returned 
after the victory f 

He congratulated him, and begged him to accept of all 
the property he had recovered, but to give him back the 

Did Abraham accept the reward ? 

No, be disinterestedly refused to take anything as a 
recompense for himself or his servants ; but he permitted 
bis confederates Aner, Escbol, and Mambre, who accom- 
panied him to take their shares. 

What other distinguished person came to congratulate 
Abraham on that occasion? 

Melehisedecb, the king of Salem, " Who brought forth 
bread and wine, for he was priest of the Most High God, 
and blessed him." (Gen. xiv. 18.) 
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What did Abraham give to Melchisedech ? 

The tithes of all. 

What did the sacrifice offered by Melchisedech prefigure ? 

That wonderful sacrifice which Jesus Chribt, the priest 
for ever, according to the order of Melchisedech instituted, 
and ordained to be offered in his church to the end of time. 

What vision had Abraham after the deliverance of Lot ? 

The Lord renewed His former promise to him, but 
foretold him that his posterity should be strangers, and in 
bondage in a land not their own for four hundred years, 
after which they should come out with great wealth, and 
possess the land of promise. 

Did Abraham believe the Word of God ? 

Yes, but as the fulfilment of the promise was deferred, 
Sarah appears to have doubted that she was to be a 
mother, and therefore desired Abraham to take her 
Egyptian maid, named Agar, to wife, that she might 
have the happiness of seeing an heir to their great 
possessions 

What was the name of Agar 1 s son ? 

Ismael. 

How did Agar act towards Sarah before the birth of 
Ismael ? 

Very disrespectfully, of which Sarah complained to 
Abraham, who desired her to act as she thought best: 
she punished Agar who ran away, but being admonished 
by an angel, returned and humbled herself to her 
mistress. 

How long after the birth of Ismael did God more ex- 
pressly renew his covenant with Abraham ? 

Thirteen years, when He changed his name from 
Abram to Abraham ; and his wife's irom Sarai to Sarah ; 
instituted the rite of Circumcision, and promised that 
Sarah should bring forth a son that time the next year, 
who should be called Isaac, with whom and his posterity 
He would establish a perpetual covenant. 

Was the promise of Isaacs birth confirmed in any extra- 
ordinary manner ? 

Yes ; by the angels who were entertained by Abraham 
on their way to destroy Sodom. 

For what reason were the angels sent to destroy Sodom ? 

On account of the grievous sins of the inhabitant 
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How did Abraham act when he understood that Sodom 
was to be destroyed ? 

He humbly begged that the devoted city would be 
spared for sake of the just that might be in it ; and at 
length obtained a promise that it would not be destroyed 
if even ten just could be found ; but Sodom had them not. 

Were any rescued from Sodom ? 

Yes ; Lot, Abraham s nephew, with his wife and two 
daughters. 

What directions did the angels give Lot and his family 
when leading them out of Sodom ? 

To fly to the mountain and not to look back. 

Did any of his family disobey the direction ? 

Yes, his wife, who, on looking behind her, was turned 
into a statue of salt ; her fate should be a warning to all 
to obey the commands of God, even in the most trifling 
particulars. 

In what manner were Sodom and the adjoining cities 
destroyed ? 

By fire and brimstone, which God rained on them, and 
by which he consumed not only the inhabitants, but the 
fruits and produce of the land. 

What allusion did our Lord make to the destruction of 
Sodom, when reproaching those cities, in which He performed 
most of his miracles, for not doing penance ? 

* 4 If in Tyre and Sid«m had been wrought the miracles 
that have been wrought in you, they had long ago done 

penance in sackcloth and ashes If in Sodom had 

been wrought the miracles that have been wrought in you, 
perhaps it had remained unto this day ; but I say unto 
you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
in the day of judgment than for you. (Mat xi., 21, 24.) 

Whither did Abraham remove soon after the destruction 
of Sodom ? 

To Gerara, which is situated between Cades and Sur in 
the south of Palestine. 

What happened on his arrival at Gerara ? 

Abimilech, the king, admiring Sarah's beauty, and 
supposing her to be Abraham's sister, for she had con- 
cealed the truth lest he might be put to death on her 
account, proposed marrying her; from this perplexity 
God delivered them by admonishing Abimilech in a vision, 
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who immediately relinquished his design, made Abraham 
many rich presents, and formed a league of friendship 
with him. 

How old were Abraham and Sarah when Isaac was bom ? 

Abraham was one hundred, and Sarah ninety, years old. 



A.M. 2048 to 2123.] Lesson Eighth. [AC. 1952 to 1877. 

FROM THE BIRTH OF ISAAC TO THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM. 

What did Sarah require Abraham to do when Isaac was 
weaned ? 

To send away Ismael and his mother, as she would 
not suffer Ismael to be heir with her son Isaac. 

How did Abraham act ? 

Though grieved to part with his son he complied with 
Sarah's demand, being ordered by God to do so; and sent 
Agar and Ismael away, giving them some provisions for a 
journey, and leaving the event to God. 

What became of them ? 

They wandered in the wilderness of Bersabee until the 
provisions were spent, when Agar, dreading to see her child 
die, placed him under a tree and retired to a distance : 
but God sent an angel who comforted her, and showed 
her a well of water with which she refreshed the boy. 
They afterwards removed to the wilderness of Pharan ; 
Ismael married an Egyptian and had twelve sons, from 
whom the wandering Arabs claim descent. 

What trial did God make of Abraham's faith when Isaac 
was grown up ? 

He desired him to take Isaac and offer him as a holo- 
caust on one of the mountains in the land of vision. 

Did Abraham hesitate or remonstrate ? 

No, the same night in which he received the command 
he arose, and taking with him two servants and his son 
Isaac, he cut wood for the holocaust, and set out on his 
journey to execute the will of God. 

Why is the command that God gave Abraham to sacrifice 
his son considered a trial of faith ? 

Because not doubting the promise God had made him, 
" That in Isaac he should become father of a great nation, 



16 CATECHISM OF 

he prepared to sacrifice hira, accounting that God is able 
to raise up even from the dead." (Heb. xi. 10.) 

What directions did Abraham gine his servants when he 
approached the place appointed by God for the sacrifice? 

To remain where they were whilst he and Isaac sacri- 
ficed ; then laying wood for the holocaust on his son, and, 
carrying fire and a sword himself, ihey both proceeded. 

Of whom do the holy fathers consider Isaac a figure 
whilst carrying the wot,d for the holocaust ? 

Of our Lord Jesus Christ carrying his cross. 

What did Isaac say to his father as they went towards 
the place appointed for sacrifice ? 

" Father, heboid fire and wood, where is the victim for 
the holocaust?" 

What did Abraham reply ? 

" God will provide Himself a victim for a holocaust, 
my son." 

What did Abraham when he reached the appointed place ? 

He built an altar, and laid the wood on it, then having 
hound Isaac he laid him on the altar on the pile of wood. 
and took the sword in bis hand to si 




Did he sacrifice him ? 

No: God by an angel commanded him not to do bo, 
declaring at the same time His approbation of Abraham's 
readiness to fulfil the command which had been imposed 
on him as a trial. 

What did Abraham offer as a holocaust instead of his son t 

A. Ram, which he saw behind him, held fast by the 
horns amongst briars. 
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What did the angel say after the sacrifice was offered? 

He renewed the covenant that God had made 
with Abraham, and confirmed it with an oath. (Gen. 
xxii. 16, 18.) 

How old was Sarah when she died ? 

One hundred and twenty-seven years. She died at 
Hebron, and was buried in a double cave in a field in 
the vicinity, which Abraham purchased of Ephron, the 
Hcthite, for four hundred sides of silver. 

What commission did Abraham give his principal servant 
about three years after Sarah's death, when Isaac was 
forty years of age ? 

" To go to Haram of Mesopotamia, and choose a wife 
for Isaac of his own kindred." (Gen. xxiv.) 

How did the servant act ? 

He took ten of his master's camels, and set out on his 
journey with suitable presents. Drawing near the city, 
he made the camels lie down near a well, whence the 
inhabitants used to draw water, and begged that God 
would give him as a sign by which he might know her 
whom He designed for Isaac's wife, that she should reply 
when asked for some water, " Drink, and I will also givo 
drink to the camels." He bad scarcely ended his prayer, 
when Rebecca, grand-daughter to Nachor, Abraham's 
brother, came to the well to draw water, and on being 
asked for a drink of water, answered in the way specified 
by the servant, who presented her with ornaments, and 
prostrate before God, thanked Him for his infinite good- 
ness. On the invitation of Laban, Rebecca's brother, he 
went into their house, made known his commission, with 
the favour God had just done him, and asked Rebecca's 
father and brother to permit her to accompany him as 
his masters wife. They replied, that the will of God 
being manifested they could not act contrary to it, and 
Rebecca having consented, was married to Isaac. 

Did Abraham marry after Sarah's death ? 

Yes, and had several children, but they had no share 
in the inheritance with Isaac, for he was the child of 
promise to whom Abraham gave all his possessions ; but 
to the others he gave gifts before his death, and sent 
them to the east of the promised land. 
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How long did Abraham tureive Sarah T 

Thirty-eight years, having lived to see his twin grand- 
childrcD, Jacob and Esau, and attained the age of 175 
years. His sons, Isaac and Ismael, buried him in the 
same cave with Sarah. 



A.M. 3108 to 2228.] Lewon Ninth. [A.C. 1882 to 1772. 

HISTOBY OF JACOB AND ESAU. 

Describe Jacob and Esau ? 

Jacob was of domestic habits, and his mother's 
favourite; Esau, mis a skilful hunter, and loved by his 
father. He was remarkable for his skin being red and 

How did Jacob, who was born after Esau, obtain the 
right of primogeniture ? 

By means of Esau's gluttony and want of failh, who 
sold his birthright to Jocob for a mese of pottage, pre- 
ferring a present gratification to a future reward. 

Sow was the birthright afterward* confirmed to Jacob? 

Isaac having desired Esau to procure him meats by 
hunting, such as he knew he liked, that he might bless 
him before hie death. Rebecca, who had been present, 
told Jacob what his father said, and when Esau had gona 
out, she prepared meat such i 
dressed Jacob in Esau's clothes, 
feet with kid skins, (in order ti 
old and blind,) and desired him 

He did so. and had scarcely gone out after having received 
his father's blessing, when Esau returned. 



i she knew Isaac liked, 
covered bis hands and 



o personate his brother 
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What did Esau when he discovered that Jacob had sup- 
planted him and got the right of primogeniture confirmed 
to himself? 

He cried aloud in the bitterness of grief, begging his 
father to bless him also, who, being moved at his son's 
affliction, blessed him, and though he could not recall the 
prophetic blessing that established Jacob his superior 
and lord, yet he foretold him, " that the time would 
come when he would shake off and loose his yoke from 
his neck." (Gen. xxvii 40.) 

When was this prophecy fulfilled? 

AVhen Herod, the Idumean, ascended the throne of 
Juda. 

How did Rebecca act when she perceived Esau's resent- 
ment, and understood that he would be revenged of Jacob 
at his father's death ? 

With Isaac's concurrence, who renewed his blessing 
before he set out, she sent him to her brother Laban, in 
order to give Esau's anger time to abate, and that he 
might many one of her own kindred; for Esau had 
given bis father and herself dissatisfaction by marrying 
women of Canaan. 

What vision had Jacob on his journey ? 

In his sleep he saw a ladder standing on the earth, 
the top of which reached heaven, with angels ascending 
and descending by it, and the Lord appeared leaning on 
the t^p, who confirmed the covenant made with Abraham 
and Isaac, and promised to be with him in all his ways. 

What did Jacob say when he awoke? 

" Indeed, the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. 
How terrible is this place, this is no other than the house 
of God and gate of heaven." (Gen. xxviii. 17.) He then 
vowed to serve God, and to offer Him tithes of all that 
He would bestow on him. 

Whom did Jacob marry? 

Lia and Rachel, the daughters of Laban. 

How did Laban treat him ? 

At first with kindness, but afterwards harshly and 
unjustly, obliging him to serve longer than he had 
agreed for, and endeavouring to cheat him of his 
wages. 



i 
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How long did Jacob serve Laban ? 

Twenty years ; fourteen for Lia and Rachel, the re- 
maining six for a portion of the flocks. (Gen. xxxi. 41.) 

Why did Jacob leave Laban ? 

Because Laban and his sons envied him on account of 
the wealth he had acquired ; and also because God 
encouraged him to return to his native country by pro- 
mising to be with him. 

How did Laban act when he discovered that Jacob had 
left him ? 

He pursued him, but was warned by God in a vision 
not even to speak harshly to Jacob ; accordingly, when he 
overtook him he made a friendly treaty with him, and 
took leave of his daughters and grandchildren. 

What means did Jacob adopt to conciliate his brother 
Esau ? 

He sent him rich presents, and, when he met him, 
humbled himself before him. 

After what manner did Jacob pray when he reached the 
Jordan ? 

He humbled himself profoundly, acknowledged his 
unworthiness of the least of Gods mercies, and of the 
blessings bestowed on him. He called to mind his 
former crossing of the Jordan when fleeing from his 
brother he had nothing but his staff, and compared it 
with his present return, surrounded, as he then was, by 
two companies, and possessing immense wealth, for which 
he was indebted to God, and concluded bv earnestly 
praying, that he who desired him to return to his native 
country, would protect him according to his promise, 
and deliver him from the effects of his brother's anger. 

What occurred to Jacob when all but himself had crossed 
the Jordan ? 

An angel wrestled with him, who, not being able to 
overcome him, touched the sinew of his thigh, which 
made him lame, but as Jacob refused to let him go until 
he blessed him, he did so, and changed his name from 
Jacob to Israel. 

How did Esau receive his brother's presents ? 

He was at first unwilling to accept them, but being 
overcome by Jacob's importunity, at length kindly did so» 
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Where did Jacob dwell after his return from Haran ? 

First at Socoth, then near Sal era, and afterwards at 
Bethel, where he built an altar by the special direction of 
God, in memory of His appearing to him in that place 
when he fled from Esau, (Gen. xxxv. i. 7.) 

What did Almighty God say to Jacob after he had 
sacrificed at Bethel ? 

He blessed him, confirmed the covenant He had made 
with Abraham and Isaac, and repeated what the angel 
who wrestled with him had said that he should be called 
Israel. 

Whither did Jacob go after this ? 

To Bethlehem, where Rachel died and was buried, 
after having given birth to Benjamin. 

What did Jacob after RacheFs death ? 

He erected a pillar over her tomb, and removed to 
Mambre, near Hebron, where Isaac, his father, still dwelt. 

How many sons had Jacob ? 

Twelve : Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Juda, Issachar, Zabu- 
lon, Dan, Nephtali, Gad, Aser, Joseph, and Benjamin. 

How old was Isaac when he died? 

One hundred and eighty years. He was buried by his 
sons, Jacob aud Esau, in the family burial-place which 
Abraham had purchased. 

What did Esau after his father's death ? 

He took his family with all the property he had 
acquired in the land of Canaan to Seir, the country about 
which was called after him Idumea or Edom, which 
signifies red, and was a name given him from the colour of 
the pottage for which he sold his birthright. (Gen. xxv. 30.) 

Was Esau prosperous in his undertakings ? 

Yes, he became very rich and powerful ; his sons were 
styled dukes, and many kings of his race reigned in 
Edom before there was a king in Israel. 



Lesson Tenth. 

HISTORY OF JOB. 



It is supposed that holy Job, whose invincible patience is 
proverbial in all nations, was of the race of Esau, and the 
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same with Jobab king of Edotn, mentioned by Moses, to 
whom some ascribe the history of this holy man. He 
lived in the land of Hus, was possessed of great wealth, 
and had seven sons and three daughters. He was chari- 
table to the poor, learned, humble, upright, and pious, 
and so fearful lest his children should fail in any part of 
the homage and duty they owed to God, that he every day 
offered holocausts for each. Satan envying his great 
merit, accused him to God of being faitbful to Him only 
on account of the abundant blessings He bestowed on 
him, and asserted that his fidelity would not be proof 
against adversity, which he would evince if permitted to 
tempt him. God knowing his servant's fidelity, consented, 
as far as regarded Job's possessions, but strictly enjoined 
Satan not to injure his person. Thus restricted, Satan 
thought, by overwhelming him at once with the loss of all 
he possessed and held dearest on earth, to surprise him 
into murmuring against God ; but as his piety was not 
based on the temporal favours he had received, it was not 
lessened by his being deprived of them ; wherefore, when 
one messenger after another came breathless to inform 
him that his camels and oxen were carried away by 
robbers, his servants slain, his flocks killed by lightning, 
and all his children crushed by the fall of a house ; though 
he rent his garments and shaved his head, he fell pros- 
trate on the ground, and worshipping God, said, " Naked 
came I into the world, and naked shall I leave it, the 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, as it has pleased 
the Lord, so is it done, blessed be the name of the Lord." 
Thus Job, by his patience and constancy defeated the 
malice of his enemy, proving by his fidelity that he 
served God not for the sake of temporal gain, but from a 
pure and upright intention. When Satan found that he 
had not prevailed, and that God regarded Job with in- 
creased complacency, he again accused him, representing 
that it was comparatively easy for him to part with his 
possessions, but that he would surely rebel if afflicted 
with sickness. God then permitted Satan to afflict his 
person with the reservation that he should not deprive 
him of life ; for the power of the enemy is not equal to 
his malice, and extends no farther than God is pleased to 
permit. Having obtained the desired permission, Satan 
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struck Job with a grievous ulcer from the fop of the head 
to the sole of the foot Reduced now to the most 
pitiable state of distress, without possessions, without 
house, without children, abandoned by his friends, re- 
proached by his wife, he sat on a dung bill, and through 
necessity used a potsherd to remove the corrupt matter 
from the ulcers with which be was covered. When his 
wife, through immoderate grief and impatience, exhorted 
him to provoke God to deprive him of his life, he rebuked 
her, saying, " If we received good things from the hand 
of God, why should we not receive evil," thus patiently 
submitting to the trial that God was pleased to permit, he 
consoled himself with the testimony of a good conscience, 
and the firm belief and hope of a glorious resurrection. 
Three of his friends who lived at a distance, hearing of 
his affliction, came to comfort him ; but by their erroneous 
and rash judgment, they increased, rather than alleviated 
his sufferings, foolishly thinking and obstinately perse- 
vering in the opinion that the great miseries that befel 
Job were sent by God in punishment of some secret sin, 
and by urging him to repent of what he was not guilty, 
they put him to the necessity of defending himself against 
their unjust accusations. But God himself undertook 
the defence of his servant, and at his intercession only 
pardoned his three friends who had judged him rashly, 
delivered him from the power of Satan, who could no 
longer urge anything against him ; and rewarded him 
even in this life for his patience and piety, by giving 
double what he had been deprived of, turning the hearts 
of his relations and friends with increased affection 
towards him, and giving him other and fairer children 
than the former, whose children and children's children 
he lived to see. 



A.M. 2198 to 2228.] Lesson Eleventh. [A.G. 1802 to 1772. 

JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN. 

Which of his sons did Jacob love most ? 
Joseph, who was the first-born of Rachel, and the son 
of his old age, being born when he was ninety. 
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Why did hit brethren hate him ? 

Because his father loved bim more than all the rest, 
and because he related to them dreams which portended 
his future superiority. 

Relate his dreamt ? 

In the first, he dreamed that he and his brethren were 
binding sheaves in a field, and that his sheaf arose, and, 
as it were, stood, whilst theirs bowed down before it ; in 
the second, he dreamed that be saw the sun, moon, and 
eleven stars worshipping him. His brothers interpret 
these dreams to mean that they would be subject to him, 
for which they envied him. 

Mow did Ait brethren treat him when tent by hit father 
to them whilst at a considerable dit/ance with the flock* T 

Tbey determined to kill him, thinking it a favourable 
opportunity to make bis dreams come to nothing, but on 
the interposition of Reuben, threw him into a pit, and a 
little after, when Reuben was absent, sold him to Ismaelite 
merchants, who were travelling to Egypt, 

How old wot Joseph at this time ? 

How did Joseph' t brethren conceal their treatment of 
him from their father ? 

They dipped his coat in the blood of a kid, and sent it 
to him, thus leading him to suppose that Joseph was 
devoured by some wild beust. 




Bow did the merchants treat Joseph ? 
They sold him to Potiphar, an officer in the court of 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 
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What befell him there ? 

He was cast into prison on a false accusation. 

What occurred whilst he was in prison ? 

The chief butler and chief baker having been likewise 
imprisoned had each a dream, and applied for its inter- 
pretation to Joseph. He foretold that the baker would be 
put to death, and the butler restored to favour. He in- 
treated the butler to remember him when so restored. 
This he promised, but forgot. 

What caused Joseph's release from prison ? 

About two years after the chief butler's release, Pharaoh 
had mysterious dreams, and anxiously sought their inter- 
pretation of his wise men, but they were unable to satisfy 
him. The butler then remembered Joseph, and men- 
tioned to the king what had occurred to him in prison ; on 
which Joseph was immediately sent for, and interpreted 
the dreams with such wisdom that Pharaoh gave him 
his own ring, and appointed him governor over all 
Egypt. 

Relate Pharaoh's dreams, and the interpretation of 
them? 

He dreamed that he stood on the bank of the river, out 
of which came up seven very beautiful and fat kine, after 
which, seven others ill-favoured and lean came up and 
devoured the former. Again Pharaoh dreamed that he 
saw seven full and fair ears of corn come up upon one 
stalk, and then seven others that were thin and blasted, 
which devoured all the beauty of the former. Joseph 
said, God hath shown to Pharaoh what He is about to do, 
the seven beautiful kine, and the seven full ears are seven 
years of plenty, and the seven lean kine, and the seven 
thin ears that were blasted, are seven years of famine to 
come, which will be so great that the plenty of the former 
years will be forgotten ; the fulfilment of the thing is at 
hand as denoted by one dream succeeding the other to 
the sam e effect. 

What advice did Joseph give Pharaoh ? 

To appoint a wise governor over the land, who would 
gather into barns a fifth of the produce of the land during 
die years of plenty, as a provision against the famine that 
would ensue. 
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Who was the governor appointed by Pharaoh ? 
Joseph himself, whose appointment met with general 
approbation. 



A.M. 2228 to 8242.] Leuon Twelfth. [A.C.1772 to 1756. 

JOSEPH GOVERNOR OF EOVTT. 




How old was Joseph when he was appointed governor of 
Egypt? 

Thirty years : at the same time at Pharaoh's desire 
he married Asenath, daughter to Fotiphar, priest of 
Heliopolis. 

What were the name* of Joseph's two sons ? 

Ephraim and Manasses, who were born during the 
years of plenty. 

Did the famine extend to other countries at well as to 

Egypt? 

Yes, Canaan also felt the effects of it. All were 
obliged to have recourse to Joseph in Egypt. Amongst 
the rest, his ten elder brothers, who were sent by their 
father to buy corn. 

Mow did Joseph act when he sate hit brethren bowing 
down before him ? 

Seeing that they did not recognise him, he pretended 
to think them spies, that he might the more easily make 
inquiries for his father and young brother Benjamin. 
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To secure the pleasure of seeing the latter, he kept Simeon 
as a hostage, and declared that they should not see him- 
self again unless they brought Benjamin ; yet he had 
their sacks filled with corn, and the money put back into 
each. 

Was Israel willing to let Benjamin go back with his 
brethren ? 

No, he at first decidedly refused, and it was only the 
dread of perishing of famine with all his family, that 
made him at length yield, and intrust the boy to the care 
of Juda, who promised to be responsible for him. 

How did Joseph receive his brethren when they returned 
with Benjamin ? 

He made a feast for them, and, to their surprise, helped 
them according to seniority, but gave the largest share to 
Benjamin. 

What directions did Joseph give the steward of his house 
when his brethren were about to return ? 

To fill each one's sack with corn, and to put the money 
as before into the top of each, and his silver cup in 
addition into the sack of the youngest. 

How did Joseph act when they had gone a little distance 
on their journey ? 

He sent the steward after them to accuse them of 
having stolen his cup. 

What did they do ? 

Shocked at such an accusation, and conscious of their 
innocence, they desired him to search, declaring that he 
with whom it would be found should die, and the rest 
serve as bondmen : the cup being found in Benjamin's 
sack they rent their garments, returned to the town, fell 
prostrate before Joseph, and acknowledged themselves his 
bondmen ; but he said, " Not so, he alone with whom the 
cup was found shall be my bondman : go you away free 
to your father." Juda, encouraged by this clemency, ear- 
nestly entreated that Benjamin might be permitted to 
return to his father, and that he would be allowed to serve 
as bondman in his stead, and so" eloquently and pa- 
thetically urged his petition, that Joseph could no longer 
defer making himself known. 

What did Joseph say when he saw the consternation of 
his brethren on discovering that the mighty Governor of 
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Egypt was the brother whom they had sold for twenty 
pieces of silver ? 

" Come nearer to me, be not afraid, nor troubled at 
selling me into these countries, for God sent me before 
you into Egypt for your preservation ; not by your counsel 
was I sent hither but by the will of God, who hath made 
me as it were a father to Pharaoh, and lord of his whole 
house, and governor in all the land of Egypt: tell my 
father of all my glory, and of all you have seen, and make 
haste and bring him to me, for five years of famine yet 
remain; and I will feed him, and all that belongs to 
him." Then falling on the neck of his brother Benjamin 
he wept, and kissed all his brethren. 

How did Pharaoh act when told that Joseph's brethren 
had come ? 

He desired Joseph to send for his father and kindred, 
promising them the riches of Egypt ; and to facilitate 
their travelling he desired him to send waggons for the 
women and children. 

How did Israel receive the intelligence that his son 
Joseph still lived ? 

At first he did not believe it, but when he saw the 
waggons and presents which were sent, he rejoiced, and 
eager to see his son, immediately prepared for his 
journey. 



Lesson Thirteenth, 

A M. 2242 to 2308.] [A.C. 1758 to 1692. 

Jacob's journey to egypt. — death of Joseph. 

What vision had Israel on the way ? 

After sacrificing at Bersabee [the well of the oath*] God 
called him and said, " I am the most mighty God of thy 
father ; fear not, go down into Egypt, for I will make a 
great nation of thee there. I will go down with thee 

* So called because Abraham who dug it, made a league with 
Abimelech at it, confirmed with an oath, and there paid him for a 
fight to the well. 
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thither, and will bring theef bock again from thence ; 
Joseph also shall put his bands on thy eyes. 

How many of Israel' e family entered Egypt t 

Seventy, including Joseph and his- two sons. 

Where did Joseph meet hit father ? . 

At Gessen, which was intended by Joseph for his father 
and family, and confirmed to them by Pharaoh on their 
arrival. 

Why did Joseph select the land of Gotten for hit father 
and brethren ? 

Because it was fertile, and well calculated for feeding 
their flocks, and also that they might be separated from 
the rest of Egypt, for they were shepherds, and the 
Egyptians held all shepherds in abomination. 

How long did Jacob live after he went into Egypt ? 

Seventeen years. He died at the age of 147, after 
blessing his sons who surrounded him. 




What request did he make of Joseph ? 

That he would bury him in the double cave in which 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebecca, and Lia were buried. 
(GeiLxlTO. 30; slix. 31.) 

To which of kit tons did Israel give the principal 



To Jnda and Joseph. To the former, he said, Juda, 



t This was fulfilled, rithcrby Jacob's remains being brought back 
into the land of Canaan for burial or rather by the return of his 
descendants, who constituted the Hebrew people, of which he wae 
the stock, whence they were called the children of Israel, or by boih. 



80 CATECHISM OF 

thee shall thy brethren praise ; thy hands shall be on tbe 
necks of thy enemies ; the sons of thy father shall bow 
down to thee. The sceptre shall not be taken away from 
Juda, nor a ruler from his posterity, till He come that is 
to be sent, and He shall be the expectation of nations. 
To Joseph, he assigned a double portion, blessed and 
adopted his two sons, preferring Ephraim the younger, 
to Menasses the elder. 

Were not the sovereign power and double portion the 
birthright of Reuben, Israel's eldest son ? 

Yes, but he forfeited them by his sins. 

Bid Joseph execute all his father's commands ? 

Yes, he had his remains embalmed after the manner of 
the Egyptians, and when the seventy days of mourning 
were over, conveyed them with great pomp into the land 
of Canaan. 

What did Joseph's brethren after their father was 
interred ? 

They earnestly besought his forgiveness, for tbey greatly 
feared, that no longer restrained by respect for his father's 
presence, he would be revenged on them for the injury 
they had done him. 

How did Joseph reply to their petition ? 

He wept, and told them not to fear, for that God had 
turned the evil they designed into good, by making him 
an instrument to save many. Thus he kindly comforted 
them, and he renewed his promise to feed them and their 
children. 

What ought we learn from Joseph's conduct to his 
brethren ? 

Perfect forgiveness of injuries; and to deal towards 
enemies with kindness whenever an occasion offers 

What did Joseph foretell his brethren a little before his 
death ? 

That God would visit them after his death, and put 
them in possession of the land which he promised to Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob. 

What promise did Joseph exact of his brethren on that 
occasion ? 

That they would carry his bones with them when going 
to take possession of the promised land. 
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Bow eld teas Joseph token he died f 
One hundred and ten years, having been eighty y 
governor of Egypt. 



Lesson Fourteenth. 
A.M. 2873 to W13.] [A.C. 1827 to 1587. 

PRESERVATION OP If OSES. 
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How mere the Israelite* treated after Joseph' t death I 
With great seventy and cruelty by a new king, another 
Pharaoh, who grew jealous of them on account of their 
power and numbers; and attempted to destroy them by 
imposing on them such heavy burthens as he hoped would 
rain their health. 

, Were they weakened by the harsh treatment they re- 
No; God strengthened them in proportion to the 
oppression of the Egyptians. 

What means did Pharaoh adopt when he perceived that 
his design of lessening thtir numbers was counteracted ? 

He first gave private directions to the midwives to kill 
all the male children as soon as they were born ; but find- 
ing they did not obey, he gave public orders that all the 
male children should be thrown into the river. 
How was Moses preserved ? 

His mother, who bad concealed him for three months, 
finding she could do so no longer put him in a basket made 
of bulrushes, which she cemented to keep out the water, 
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laid it in the sedges by the bank of the river, and sent his 
sister to watch the result. Pharaoh's daughter coining a 
little after to bathe, saw the basket and desired one of her. 
maids to bring it to her : seeing an infant crying within, 
she was moved with compassion, and desired the child's 
sister to procure her a nurse, the girl went for her mother, 
to whom Pharaoh's daughter entrusted the child, whom 
she then adopted as her son and called him Moses. 

Who were the parents of Moses? 

Amram and Jochabed, both descended from Levi. 
Amram was the eldest son of Caath, the second son of 
Levi. 

Where did Moses spend his youth until the fortieth year 
of his age? 

In the Court of Pharaoh, where he was treated as the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, and instructed in all the 
learning of the Egyptians. (Acts vii. 22.) 

Why did he renounce his title and deny himself to be 
the son of Pharaoh 9 s daughter ? 

St. Paul says, " He chose to be afflicted with the people 
of God, rather than have the pleasure of sin for a time, 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasure of the Egyptians." (Heb. xi. 25.) 

Why did he leave Egypt ? 

He fled to avoid Pharaoh's anger excited by his having 
killed an Egyptian, whom he saw striking a Hebrew. 

Whither did he fly ? 

To Madian, where he married Sephora, daughter of 
Jethro, priest of the place, and had two sons born to 
him, Gersam and Eliezer. 
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A.M. 2413 to 2453.] Letton Fifteenth. [A.C. 1567tol547. 

THE BURNING BUSH. 




How long did Mote* dwelt in Madian ? 

Forty years, (Acts vii. 30,) when having driven his 
father-in-law's flocks into the desert as far as Mount 
Horeb, the Lord appeared to him in a flame of tire out of 
the midst of a bush, which, though burning, was not 
consumed. On his approaching to observe the wonder 
more closely, the Lord called to him out of the bush, and 
commissioned him to go to Pharaoh,* and bring the 
children of Israel out of Egypt. 

What did Motet reply ? 

" Who am I, that I should bring forth the children of 
Israel out of Egypt?" and "What shall I say to the 
children of Israel, if when I tell them that the God of 
their fathers sent me, they should ask me His name?" 

What did God reply to Motes ? 

"I Am who Am. You shall say to the children of 
Israel, He who Is hath sent me to you." 

What particular direction* did God give htm ?" 

To collect the ancients of Israel, and inform them that 
God would bring them out of the affliction of Egypt to 
give them the land which He promised their forefathers, 
and having told them bo, to go with them to Pharaoh, 
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and beg permission to obey the call of God, and go three 
days' journey into the desert to sacrifice to Him. 
What did Almighty God foretell to Moses? 
That the ancients would believe him, and that Pharaoh 
would at first refuse to allow the children of Israel to go, 
but afterwards on experiencing the Divine vengeance 
would permit them. God also said that they should not 
come forth empty, but that on their coming away, they 
should ask raiment and vessels of gold and silver of the 
Egyptians, and that He would incline them to give liberally. 
Was Moses still fearful of undertaking the mission ? 
Yes, he feared thev would not believe that God had 
appeared to him, so the Lord to encourage him by a 
miracle, commanded him to cast the rod he held in his 
hand on the ground, upon which it was changed into a 
serpent, and being desired to take it by the tail it became 
a rod again. The Lord then desired him to put his hand 
into his bosom, on which it became covered with leprosy ; 
obedience to the same command repeated was rewarded 
by its return to its original appearance. " If they will 
not believe the former sign," said the Lord, " they will 
believe the latter, but if they will not believe either, take 
water out of the river, and pour it out, when it shall be 
turned into blood." 

Did Moses still hesitate ? 

Yes, he represented his want of eloquence and slowness 
of speech, which increased after the Lord had spoken to 
him. 

What answer did the Lord make to his objection ? 
" Who made man's mouth ? Did not 1 ? Go, there- 
fore, and I will be in thy mouth and will teach thee what 
thou shall speak." 

Did Moses make any further objection ? 
Yes, deeming himself unworthy and incapable of so 
great a work, he said, " I beseech the Lord send whom 
thou will send." 

Was the Lord displeased at the perseverance of Moses ? 
He was ; yet, to meet his weakness, told him that his 
brother Aaron, who was eloquent, would come to meet 
him, and speak to the people for him, and that He would 
be with them both. The Lord desired him to take the 
rod in his hand, and work signs with it in the presence 
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of Pharaoh, and to go fearlessly, as all who sought his 
life were dead. 

Did Motet then content ? 

Yes, taking his wife and two sons, he went into 
Egypt, having on the way met Aaron, who came to him 
by the command of God. 



Letton Sixteenth. [A.C. 1547. 

'HE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 




W hat did Pharaoh say when Motet and Aaron begged 
Aim to allow the Itraetites to go into the desert to tacrifiet 
to the Lord? 

That he knew noi the Lord whom they adored, and 
would not suffer them to go ; and that it was a spirit of 
idleness prompted their petition. He then commanded 
the taskmasters to be more rigorous than ever, to provide 
no straw, and yet to exact as much work as before. 

Did Motet and Aaron renew their petition to Pharaoh ? 

Yes, and by the command of God, wrought a miracle 
to convince him that they were sent by Divine authority. 

What miracle did they work ? 

Aaron cast the rod on the ground, and it immediately 
turned into a serpent. Pharaoh called his magicians, who 
cast down their rods, which also became serpents, but 
Aaron's rod devoured theirs. 
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By what means did Moses and Aaron obtain Pharaoh's 
consent to lead the Israelites out of Egypt ? 

By bringing on him and bis people ten successiYe 
plagues. 

Describe the four first plagues ? 

The first was a change of all the water throughout 
Egypt into blood, which *as effected by Aaron stretching 
the rod, at the command of Moses, over the river. The 
second was the production of an innumerable swarm of 
frogs. The third was a change of the dust over the land 
into sciniphs, a kind of small flying insect that tormented 
man and beast, at seeing which, the magicians declared to 
Pharaoh that it was the work of God ; they had imitated 
the other plagues, but failed in this. The fourth was a 
grievous swarm of flies, which was so great an annoyance, 
that Pharaoh relented a little in his obduracy, and offered 
to permit the Israelites to sacrifice in Egypt. 
Bid Moses object to that ? 

Yes ; " It cannot be," he said, " for we shall sacrifice 
the abominations of the Egyptians to the Lord our God, 
now, if we kill those things which the Egyptians worship, 
in their presence, they will stone us : we will go three 
days' journey into the wilderness, and will sacrifice to the 
Lord our God, as He hath commanded us." 

Did Pharaoh consent to their going into the wilderness ? 
He pretended to do so until the plague was removed at 
the prayer of Moses, he then retracted and refused to 
allow them. 

Describe the fifth, sixth, and seventh plagues ? 
The fifth was a grievous disease of which multitudes of 
cattle died. The sixth afflicted man and beast with boils 
and swelling blains, on account of which the magicians 
could not stand before Moses. The seventh was a 
dreadful storm of hail, thunder, and lightning, which 
destroyed the trees and early crops, and killed all the 
men and beasts that were in the fields. 

Did Pharaoh then consent to let the Hebrews go ? 
At first he did, having been terrified at the awful storm ; 
but when, at the prayer of Moses, it ceased, he refused to 
allow them. 

Describe the eighth and ninth plagues ? 

The eighth was a multitude of locusts that devoured the 
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herbs and trees which escaped the hail. The ninth was a 
horrible darkness, so thick that it might be felt, which 
covered Egypt for three days, except the land of Geasen, 
for the Israelites were exempt from all the plagues. 

Describe the tenth and last plague ? 

At midnight, on ihe fourteenth of the month Nisan, 
which the Israelites thenceforward counted the first month 
of the year, the destroying angel entered Egypt, and slew 
the firstborn throughout the land, from the first- bom of 
Pharaoh, to the first-born of the humblest captive ; and 
the first-born of all beasts. 

Bow were the Israelites preserved from thit visitation ? 

By the blood of the Paschal Lamb sprinkled on the 
upper and side door-posts of their houses, in commemo- 
ration of which an annual feast was enjoined, and thence- 
forward observed by the Israelites. 



Lesson Seventeenth. 
THE PASCHAL LAMB. 




What do you mean by the Vaschal Lamb ? 

A lamb, a male of a year old, which each family, by 
the command of God, sacrificed on the fourteenth of the 
month in the evening, and having signed the door-posts 
with its blood, roasted the flesh, and ate it hastily with 
unleavened bread and wild lettuce, standing all the time 
with shoes on their feet, staves in their bands, and girded 
like travellers ready for a journey. They were forbidden 
to break a bone, or leave any part until morning. 
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Of what was the Paschal Lamb a figure ? 

Of the Blessed Eucharist, and of the Passion of our 
Lord. 

What did Pharaoh and his people, when a cry was raised 
through the land at midnight, that there was death in every 
house ? 

They arose, urged Moses and all the Israelites to depart 
immediately with their flocks, herds, and all that belonged 
to them ; and gave them all that they asked of gold, silver, 
and raiment to a very great amount. 

How many were the children of Israel at that time ? 

Six hundred thousand men, who marched armed out of 
Egypt that same night, besides women and children ; and 
notwithstanding the precipitation with which the Egyp- 
tians obliged them to go they carried Joseph's bones with 
them. 

How long did the Hebrews sojourn in Egypt ? 

Four hundred and thirty years, which time is com- 
puted from Abraham's first going there the year after his 
call. 



Names and ages of the Patriarchs of the third age. 

A.M. 





BORN. 


DTED. 


AGED. 


Abraham, 


1948 


... 2123 ... 


175 


Isaac, 


2048 ... 


2228 


180 


Jacob, 


2108 


2255 


147 


Levi, 






137 


Moses, 









Amram, the father of Moses, was grandson of Levi, who 
had lived thirty-three years with Isaac, and Isaac had 
lived one hundred and eight years with Sem : Sem sur- 
viving the Deluge five hundred years, and Isaac being 
born three hundred and ninety- two years after that event. 
Thus it appears that what Moses recorded in his sacred 
history was still fresh in the memory of men. 
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Lesion Eighteenth. 
A.M. 2153 to 2972.] [A.C. 1947 to 1026. 

THE CROSSING OP THE BED SEA. 




What command did God give the Israelite* on leading 
them out of Egypt ? 

To keep the feast of unleavened bread and the Phase 
annually, as a perpetual memorial of their deliverance 
from Egypt ; and that on their arrival in the promised 
land the; should consecrate to Him their first-bora eons, 
and the first-born of everv benst. 

In what manner did God conduct the Israelites ? 

By an angel who went before them in a pillar of cloud 
by day, and in one of fire by night : he led them through 
the desert by the Red Sea, lest, if they were marched 
through the land of the Philistines which was nearer. 
they might repent, and return into Egypt, if they met 
with serious opposition. 

Did Pharaoh regret having allowed them to go ? 

Yes ; and collecting his army, with si* hundred chariots, 
he pursued and overtook them when encamped in front of 
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the Red Sea, having Phihahiroth on one side, Beelsephon 
on the other, and the Egyptian army in the rear. 

What did the Israelites when they saw how they were 
hemmed in ? 

Being exceedingly terrified, they murmured against 
Moses, and reproached him with having brought them out 
of Egypt to perish in the wilderness. 

What did Moses then ? 

He desired them not to fear, but to stand and see the 
wonders which God would work in their favour : imme- 
diately the angel who went before them, with the cloud, 
moved to the rear and stood between them and the Egyp- 
tians, while Moses, by the command of God, stretched the 
rod over the sea, which dividing left a dry passage, through 
which they walked, the water standing on each side like 
a wall. The Egyptians followed close, but when the 
Israelites reached the opposite side, Moses, by the com- 
mand of God, again stretched the rod over the sea, which 
returned to its former place, overwhelming Pharaoh and 
all his host. 

What part of the Red Sea is it supposed they crossed ? 

The north-western gulf, near the Isthmus of Suez. 

What did Moses and all the people on reaching the 
opposite shore ? 

They with one accord sang a canticle of thanksgiving to 
God.* 

Did the Israelites soon after murmur against Moses ? 

Yes ; having marched three days through the wilder- 
ness without finding water, they murmured when they 
reached Mara, the water whereof was bitter. 

How did Moses act ? 

He prayed to God, who directed him to a tree, the wood 
of which rendered the water sweet when thrown into it 

Where did the children of Israel next encamp ? 

At Elim, where there were twelve fountains of water 
and seventy palm trees. 

Whither did the children of Israel next journey ? 

To the desert of Sin, between Elim and Mount Sinai, 
which they reached on the fifteenth of the second month 
after their departure from Egypt 

* This is the first canticle on record, either sacred or profane. 
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Legion Nineteenth. 

TUB MANNA. 



How did they act on reaching the desert of Sin ? 

They murmured against Moses and Aaron, because 
they had no bread, saying, it were better they had died in 
Egypt, where they had abundance, than be brought there 
to perish of want. 

What did Motes and Jar on lay ? 

" In the evening, you shall know that the Lord hath 
brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, and in the 
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, for He hath 
heard your murmuring against Him ; but as for us, what 
are we that you mutter against us. In the evening, the 
Lord will give you flesh to eat, and in the morning bread 
to the full." 

How wot this promise fulfilled? 

In the evening, a great number of quails covered the 
camp ; and in the morning, a dewlike hoar frost lay 
round about it, which they gathered and made it into 
cakes by the direction of Moses, the taste being like bread 
tempered with oil. (Numbers zi. 8.) 

What did the Israelites say to one another when they 
saw it ? 

" Manhu," which signifies " What is this ?" to which 
Moses replied, " This is the bread which the Lord hath 
given you to eat." 
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What directions did Moses give concerning the manna ? 

To gather a gomer for each person before sunrise, (for 
it melted by the heat of the sun,) and a double quantity 
on the sixth day, as no manna fell on the Sabbath. 

What should we learn from these injunctions concerning 
the manna ? 

> To overcome sloth by rising early, to anticipate the 
sun in the service of God, and not to be too solicitous 
about the necessaries of life, nor anxious to hoard up a 
quantity of superfluities for the future. 

What was the consequence when some kept manna until 
next day, contrary to the directions of Moses ? 

It putrified and became full of worms ; yet when there 
was a gomer of it placed in the tabernacle by the com- 
mand of God, it remained for ages as a memorial of the 
manner in which He had fed His people in the desert. 

What was the consequence when more or less was 
gathered than was prescribed ? 

On measuring it, it was found that he who had gathered 
more had not more, nor he less who had gathered less ; 
but all had sufficient. 

What allusion did our Lord make to the manna, when 
teaching in the synagogue at Capharnaum ? 

44 Amen, amen, 1 say unto you he that believeth in me 
hath everlasting life ; I am the bread of life. Your 
fathers did eat manna in the desert and are dead. This 
is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that if 
any man eat of it he may not die. I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven. If any man eat of this 
bread he shall live for ever, and the bread that I will give 
is my flesh for the life of the world." The Jews, there- 
fore, strove among themselves, saying, 4i How can this 
man give us His flesh to eat?" Then Jesus said to 
them, *** Amen, amen, I say unto you, except you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you shall 
not have life in you. He that eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath everlasting life, and I will raise 
Him up in the last day, for my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed ; he that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood abideth in me, and I in him. As the 
living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father, so 
he that eateth me the same also shall live by me. . This is 
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the bread that came down from heaven. Not as your 
fathers did eat manna, and are dead. He that cateth 
this bread shall live for ever." (John vi. 47—58.) 

How long were the Israelites fed with manna ? 

Forty years : it did not cease until they eat of the corn 
of the promised land. 

Did they ever murmur at having nothing but manna to 
eat? 

Yen ; saying their souls loathed that very light food ; 
on which God sent a multitude of quails into the camp, 
of which the people eat so ravenously that an immense 
number of them died. (Num. xi. 93.) 



A.M. 2453.] Lesson Twentieth. [A.C. 1547. 

WATER 1SSCK8 VKOM THK HOOK. 




How icere the people supplied with water when in the 
desert ofRaphidim? 

By a plentiful stream which issued from the rock 
Horeb on its being struck (at the command of God) by 
Moses, with the rod which had been the instrument of so 
many miracles. 

When the people were in want of water at Cades in the 
desert of Sin, how did they act ? 

They seditiously assembled murmuring against Moses 
and Aaron, and violently reproaching them with having 
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brought them into the desert to perish. Moses and Aaron, 
prostrate before God, besought Him to take pity on the 
people : He directed them to assemble the multitude, and 
taking the rod, to strike the rock in their presence, 
which would immediately yield an abundant supply of 
water. They did as God commanded, but Moses, striking 
the rock twice, seemed to doubt of the event, for which 
Almighty God told him and Aaron that they should not 
lead the people into the promised land. 

Which was the first nation that made war on the 
Israelites ? 

The Amalekites, over whom they gained a complete 
victory by the prayer of Moses, who remained on a hill at 
a little distance, holding the rod of God in his hand. 
Aaron and Hur, observing that the Amalekites overcame, 
when Moses, through weariness, let his hands down a 
little, stayed them up until they were totally defeated. 
(Exod. xvii.) 

What advice did Jethro, the father-in-law o/Moses 9 give 
him, when he saw that he was overpowered by too much 
business in judging all the causes of the people ? 

To choose just men from among them as rulers under 
him to judge the people in minor things, and to have 
matters of consequence only referred to him. (Exod. viii.) 

Did Moses follow this advice ? 

He did, with great humility and meekness ; and a little 
after, referred the matter to God. The Lord desired him 
to select seventy ancients of the people as assistants, to 
whom he imparted a share of Moses' spirit and gift of 
prophesy. (Num. xi. 25.) 

What did Moses reply to Josue % when he asked him to 
forbid* Eldad and Medad to prophesy ? 

"Why hast thou emulation for me, that all the 
people might prophesy, and that the Lord would give 
them his Spirit.*' 

* These were two whose names were enrolled among the seventy, 
and though they had not assembled with the rest, had yet received 
the Spirit. 
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A.M. 2453.] Leeeon Twenty-frit. [A.C. 1547. 

TUB LAW GIVEN ON MOUNT SINAI. 




At uhat period after their deliverance from Egypt did 
the Israelites receive the commandment* ? 

In the third month. (Exod. xix. 1.) 

What circumstances accompanied the giving of them ? 

God having announced to Moses His intention of giving 
the people a law, desired him to have them in readi- 
ness to receive it on the third day, at which time He 
accordingly descended in fire on Mount Sinai, accom- 
panied with thunder, lightning, and sound of trumpet; 
and pronounced the ten commandments in the hearing of 
all the people, who were so terrified at the awful sublimity 
of the scene, and at hearing the voice of God, that they 
kept at a distance, saying to Moses, " Speak thou to us, 
and we will hear, let not the Lord speak to us lest we 
die." And though Moses encouraged them, telling them 
not to fear, as God had come only that the dread of Him 
might be in their hearts to deter them from sin they con- 
tinued at a distance, while he went to the dark cloud 
wherein God was, and there received from Him a collection 
of wise and holy laws for the regulation of the religious 
and civil duties of His people, with two tables of stone, 
on which the ten commandments were written by the 
finger of God. (Exod. xix., Deut. v.) 
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How long did Moses spend in that secret interview with 
God? 

Forty days and forty nights, during which he tasted no 
food. 

How did the people act in his absence ? 

They assembled round Aaron for permission to have an 
idol like other nations, and he weakly yielding to their 
impious demand, desired them to bring him the gold 
ornaments belonging to their wives and daughters, which 
he moulded into the form of a calf. They were engaged 
rejoicing before it, and singing, " These are thy gods, O 
Israel, that brought thee out of the land of Egypt," when 
Moses came down from the Mount with the tables of the 
law of God in his hands. 

What did Moses when he found them so engaged ? 

With grief and anger he threw down the tables, which 
were broken in the fall ; and laying hold of the calf he 
burned and beat it to powder, which he put into water 
and made the children of Israel drink. Then severely 
reprehending Aaron for suffering such a scandal, he called 
on all who still retained a sense of their duty to God, to 
join themselves to him : he was immediately obeyed by 
the whole tribe of Levi, whom he commanded to unsheath 
their swords, and march right through the camp and back 
again, putting all whom they met to death. 

How many were executed that day ? 

About twenty- three thousand. The whole body of the 
Israelites had grievously sinned ; and a part were 
punished as they deserved, that the rest might repent 
and live. 

What did Moses after punishing the people ? 

Prostrate before God, he earnestly implored His for- 
giveness for the people, or else to blot him out of the book 
of life. God mercifully pardoned them at his entreaty. 

Did God renew the commandments ? 

Yes ; Moses by the divine command hewed two tables 
of stone like the former, and took them up to Mount 
Sinai, where God wrote on them the same words as 
before. 

How long did Moses spend in this second interview ? 

The same length of time as in the first. On descend- 
ing from the Mount, his face shone so brightly from the 
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intercourse he had with God, that Aaron and the people 
were afraid to approach him. 

How did Mote* act when told the cause of their fear ? 

He covered his face with a veil, which he wore ever after 
unless when he went into the Tabernacle. (Exod. xxxiv. 
83.) 

What may u>e learn from thii conduct of Mote* ? 

To condescend to the weakness of others as far as duty 
will permit, and carefully to avoid the display of any 
extraordinary favour. 



A.M. 2454.] Letion Twenty-second. [A.C. 1546. 

THE TABBKNACLE AND TUB AUK OF TUB C 




What was the first work proposed by Mosei to the people 
when he came down from the Mount ? 

To make the Ark of the Covenant and the Tabernacle, 
according to the directions he hsd received from God. 

How were the materials provided for them 1 

Moses invited all to make offerings for the work, and 
desired those who were instructed in the workmanship 
required, to come forward and assist, particularly Beseleel 
of the tribe of Juda, and Ooliab of the tribe of Dan, whom 
God had specially named and inspired. The people con- 
tributed their richest stuffs, plate, ornaments and per- 
fumes bo generously, that in a short time they had more 
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than was necessary, and Moses bad to make proclamation 
that they should bring no more. 

Describe the Ark of the Covenant ? 

It was made of setim wood, and measured two 
cubits and a half in length, one and a-half in height, and 
the same in breadth. It was overlaid within and without 
with the purest gold ; the top, called the oracle or propi- 
tiatory, because from it God was pleased to give His 
orders, was made entirely of gold ; on either end was a 
gold cherub, whose wings spread over the propitiatory, 
and towards one another. Encircling the Ark was a 
crown of gold, in which were four rings, two at each side, 
through which bars of setim wood overlaid with gold were 
put, for the purpose of carrying it. In the Ark were 
deposited the tables of the law, a golden pot of manna, 
and the rod of Aaron thnt had blossomed. (Heb. ix. 5.) 

Describe the Tabernacle ? 

It was made of setim wood overlaid with gold, and 
measured thirty cubits in length, nine in breadth, and ten 
in height. At the entrance which looked towards the 
east were five pillars covered with gold, supporting a 
richly embroidered hanging : the roof was covered with 
dyed skins fastened together with loops and buckles of 
brass, the inside was divided into two parts by four pil- 
lars of setim covered with gold, which were set in silver 
sockets, and supported a veil of exquisite workmanship. 
The apartment enclosed by it was called the Holy of 
Holies, in which the Ark was placed, the part outside the 
veil was called the sanctuary, and contained the golden 
altar of incense, the table of show-bread, and the seven 
branched candlestick which bore the lamps that according 
to the command of God were to be kept constantly 
burning 

Was there any enclosure to the Tabernacle ? 

Yes ; it was placed in the centre of a court one hundred 
cubits long, and fifty broad, formed by hangings of fine 
linen, supported by pillars of brass, overlaid with silver, 
five cubits high. At the entrance of the court was an 
embroidered hanging of violet, purple, scarlet, and 
fine linen twenty cubits in length, and supported by 
four pillars of the same height and workmanship as the 
rest. 
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Where were the altar of holocausts and the laver for the 
priests to wash themselves placed? 

Within the court, in front of the tabernacle, the laver 
being between the tabernacle and the altar of holocausts. 

At what time after the deliverance of the children of 
Israel from Egypt was the tabernacle erected ? 

On the first day of the second year ; and when conse- 
crated, and all things perfectly arranged in it, it was 
covered by the cloud, and the glory of the Lord filled it. 

How did the Israelites know when to journey and when to 
rest ? 

" If at any time the cloud removed from the tabernacle 
they went forward by their troops. . If it hung over they 
remained in the same place. . For the cloud of the Lord 
hung over the tabernacle by day, and a fire by night, in 
the sight of all the children of Israel throughout all their 
mansions." (Exod. xl. 34.) 

What tribe did God appoint to take charge of the taber- 
nacle and all things appertaining to the divine service ? 

The tribe of Levi, whom God took in place of the first- 
born of the children of Israel. Whilst journeying towards 
the land of promise, the principal duty of the Levites was 
to watch round the tabernacle ; to carry it, the ark, and all 
belonging to the divine service ; and to set up the tabernacle 
when they were to encamp. 

What offering did the Israelites make at the dedication 
of the tabernacle and altar ? 

Six waggons and twelve oxen, which Moses, by the com- 
mand of God, gave the Levites for the service of the 
tabernacle. Besides, the prince of each tribe beginning 
with Juda gave each a silver dish and bowl, the one 
weighing one hundred and thirty, the other seventy 
sides, full of flour tempered with oil for sacrifice, a gold 
mortar weighing ten sides, full of incense ; an ox, a ram, 
and a lamb of a year old for peace offerings. (Num. vii.) 
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A.M. 2454.] Lesson Twenty third. [A.O. 1546. 



VESTMENTS OF THE PBIESTS AND PRIE8TL? OFFICE. 

Whom did God select from the tribe of Levi to minister 
to Him as priests ? 

Aaron and his sons. (Exod. xxviii.) 
Were the priests distinguished by dress from the rest ? 
Yes, vestments were made for them by the command of 
God, some of which were common to all the priests and 
some peculiar to the High Priest. 

Describe the vestments worn by the High Priest ? 
Besides the white linen garment common to all the 
pries ts, he wore a violet tunic which reached to his feet, 
confined by an embroidered girdle at the waist; the lower 
part of the skirt was ornamented all round with embroi- 
dered pomegranates and little gold bells placed alternately. 
Over this was the Ephod, a vestment embroidered in the 
richest manner having an onyx stone on each shoulder, 
(where it was joined,) with the names of six tribes engraved 
on each. On the breast was the Rational, embroidered 
like the Ephod, and fastened to it, having in it twelve 
precious stones, with the name of a tribe engraved on 
each. In the Rational, also, were two words, " Urim and 
Thummin," which signify " Doctrine and Truth." The 
High Priest likewise wore a mitre, on which the words 
" Holy to the Lord" were engraved on a plate of gold over 
the forehead. 

What was the office of the High Priest ? 
To burn sweet incense morning and evening on the 
altar of incense, and at the same time to dress the lamps 
on the seven-branched candlestick, and to offer sacrifice 
for his own sins and those of the people once a year. 

Was there any remarkable solemnity observed on occasion 
of this yearly sacrifice offered by the High Priest for his 
own sins and those of the people ? 

Yes, many striking ceremonies were performed, and on 
this occasion alone did the High Priest enter the Holy of 
Holies. 
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How did God testify hit acceptance of the frit holocaust 
offered by Aaron after he teat consecrated High Priest f 
By sending fire from heaven, which consumed it. 




How were Nadab and Abiu, the son* of Aaron, punished 
for offering strange fire in their censers t 

They were struck dead by fire from the Lord ; and by 
the command of Moses, were cast without the camp, 
Tested as they were in their priestly attire, and their 
father and brethren forbid to mourn for them. 

What place was appointed for the Israelite* to offer 
sacrifice in? 

Before the door of the Tabernacle only, and by the 
band of the priest (Lev. xvii.) 



A.M. 3454.] Lesson Twenty-fourth. [A.C. 1546. 

THE ORDER OP ENCAMPMENT. — THE TWELVE SPIES. 

In what order did the Israelites encamp f 
The camp of Juda, consisting of 188,400, including 
the tribes of Issacber and Zabulon, on the east ; the 
camp of Reuben, consisting of 151,460, including the 
tribes of Simeon and Gad, on the south ; the Levites 
were in the centre, surrounding the Tabernacle, escept 
at the east end, which was occupied by tbe priests ; the 
camp of Ephraim, consisting of 108,100, including the 
tribes of Manasses and Benjamin, on the west ; and on. 
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the north was the camp of Dan, consisting of 157,000, 
including the tribes of Aser and Nephtali. (Num. ii.) 

Who were appointed by God to give the signal to march 
when the cloud was raised from the Tabernacle ? 

The priests, who were to sound silver trumpets, made 
by the command of God for that purpose. (Num. x. 8.) 

How long after the Israelites left Egypt did they get 
the signal to march, in order to lake possession of the 
promised land ? 

A year and nearly two months. On the 20th of the 
second month, the second year, the signal was given. 
(Num. x. 11.) 

How long did they continue the march ? 

Three days; when, murmuring at the fatigue, they 
displeased God so much that He sent fire into the camp, 
which killed several. 

How was the burning put a stop to ? 

By the prayer of Moses. 

How was Mary, the sister of Moses, punished for mur- 
muring against him ? 

She was reproved by God and struck with leprosy, bat 
was healed at the prayer of Moses, after being excluded 
seven days from the camp. 

Whither did they journey after Mary was recalled t 

To the desert of Pharan, whence Moses, by the command 
of God, sent twelve men, one from each tribe, to view the 
land of Canaan. 

How did the twelve spies act ? 

They spent forty days viewing the land, and on their 
return praised its fertility, and produced as specimens of 
its fruits, a vine branch with a cluster of grapes which 
required two men to carry, and some pomegranates and 
figs ; but (with the exception of Caleb and Josue) gave 
such a terrific description of the inhabitants of the 
country and the strength of its cities, that the people 
murmured, some praying that they might die in the 
wilderness, and others proposing to appoint a captain to 
lead them back to Egypt. (Num. xiv. 4.) 

What did Almighty God then threaten ? 

To consume them with pestilence ; yet at the prayer of 
Moses He forgave them, but condemned them to wander 
in the desert for forty years, declaring that none of them, 
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s&ve Caleb and Josue should enter the land, and that 
their children whom they said would fall a pre; to their 
enemies should take possession of it. (Num. jciv. 31.) 

Haw were the ten tpie» mho excited the people to sedition 
punished ? 

By sudden death. 

In what direction did God command Motes to lead the. 
people then? 

Back again into the wilderness by the Bed Sea. 

Did any of them repent of not having gone to late 
possession ■of the land ? 

Yes, and they attempted to do so then, but were 
defeated with great slaughter because God was not with 
them, as they acted against His will made known to 
them by Moses. 

How wnt the man that mat found gathering elicit on 
the Sabbath day punished? 

He was stoned to death outside the camp by the 
command of God. A similar punishment was inflicted 
a short time before on another who had blasphemed the 
name sf God. (Num. it. 36 j Lev. xxiv. 14.) 
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Lesson Twenty-Ji/th. 
A.M. 2454 to 2491.] [A.C. 1546 to 1509. 

THE PRIESTHOOD CONFIRMED TO AAR«N. 

What do you huno of the schism of Core and hi* 
adherent* ? 

Core, a Levite, Dathan and Abiron, of the tribe of 
Keuben, wilh 250 leading men, assembled seditiously, 
and called Moses and Aaron to account for assuming 
authority over the people of God. Moses astonished at 
the charge fell prostrate on the ground, then addressing 
himself to Core and the schismatic Levites represented 
to them the honour God had done them in selecting 
their tribe for the service of the Tabernacle, which 
ought to satisfy them without arrogating to themselves 
the priesthood. He then sent for Dathan and Abiron, but 
they contemptuously refused to appear and remained in 
their tents, on which be told Core to attend the next day 
with his 250 adherents, each man holding a censer to 
offer incense to God, that Aaron also would be present 
with his censer, and God would prove before all whom 
He had chosen. Next day they assembled, and when tho 
250 offered incense, a fire from God consumed them, and 
the earth opening under the tents of Core, Dathan and 
Abiron, swallowed them with all that belonged to them 
except the sons of Core, who were miraculously preserved 
' a death on this occasion. (Num xxvi. 1 1.) 
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What did God command concerning the censers that 
were used by the schismatics ? 

That Eleazer, the son of Aaron, should beat them into 
plates and fasten them to the altar as a perpetual admo- 
nition to the children of Israel, and a memorial that 
Aaron and his sons only were chosen by God as priests. 
(Num. xxvi. 11.) 

What accusation did the Israelites bring against Moses 
and Aaron next day ? 

That they were guilty of the death of those who were 
killed the day before. 

How did (rod punish the seditious ? 

He sent fire on them, which killed 14,700 before the 
flames were checked. 

How was the burning stopped ? 

By Aaron offering incense, and praying between the 
living and the dead. 

In what manner did God confirm the priesthood to 
Aaron and his sons ? 

He commanded Moses to assemble the children of 
Israel, to take of the prince of each tribe a rod, marked 
with his name, and to place them in the Tabernacle, 
saying that the rod of him whom He had chosen should 
blossom. The nezt day, all being again assembled, 
Moses went into the Tabernacle and brought out the rods, 
when Aaron's was found covered with leaves, blossoms, 
and fruit (Almonds.) (Num. xvii.) 

What did God command Moses to do with Aaron 9 s rod ? 

To lay it up in the Tabernacle as a memorial to the 
rebellious children of Israel. 

Where did Mary the sister of Moses die ? 

At Cades, in the desert of Sin, where she was buried. 

Where did Aaron die ? 

On Mount Hor, on the borders of the land of Edom, 
in the fortieth year after coming out of Egypt, and the 
hundred and twenty-third of his age. Moses accompanied 
him and his son Eleazer to the top of the mountain, 
stripped him of his vestments by the command of God, 
and clothed Eleazer with them, whom he presented to 
the people instead of Aaron, for whom they mourned 
thirty-days. 
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Lesson Twenty -sixth. 
A.M. 3491 to 2498.] [A.0. 1609 to 1507. 

THE BRAZEN SERPENT. BALAAM THE SOOTHSAYER. 

In what direction did the Israelites march after the 
death of Aaron f 

By the way that led to the Bed Sea, in order to compass 
the land of Edom, being refused by the inhabitants 
permission to pass through. 

Did they murmur on their journey ? 

Yes, for which God sent fiery serpents among them 
that hit and killed a great many. 

How mere they relieved from them ? 

By the prayer of Moses, who, upon their acknowledging 
their fault besought God for tbem, and was directed by 
Him to make a brazen serpent and set it up for a sign, by 
looking on which they that were bitten were healed. 




Of what was the braecn terpen! a figure ? 

Of Jesus Christ on the Cross, (John iii. 14, IB,) the 
true restorer of our health, on whom we should fix our 
eyes when attacked by the infernal serpent. 

What opposition did the Israelites meet with when they 
drew near the land of promise at the close of the forty 
years? 

The Edomitos and Aniorites refused them permission 
to pass through their land. Sehon, king of the Amoritea, 
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and Og,* king of Basan, attacked them, but were 
defeated ; and Balac, king of Moab, seeing that human 
power could not withstand them, sent Balaam, a famous 
soothsayer, to curse them, but he was unable to do so, 
and instead of curses pronounced blessings on the chosen 
people of God. 

Did any extraordinary circumstance occur whilst Balaam 
was on his way to the King of Moab with the intention of 
cursing the Israelites ? 

The ass on which he rode spoke, and expostulated with 
him because he beat her severely for twice turning out of 
the way, and at length throwing herself down, in order to 
avoid an angel who stood with a drawn sword ready to 
kill him, but whom Balaam did not perceive until the 
ass spoke ; then prostrating, he acknowledged his fault, 
and even offered to return, but the angel permitted him 
to go on ; at the same time charging him to speak only 
what he should command. (Num. xxii.) 

Repeat that part of the prophecy which Balaam was 
constrained to utter relative to the coming of the Messiah f 

" I shall see him, but not now ; I shall behold him 
but not near. A star shall rise out of Jacob and a sceptre 
shall spring up from Israel." (Num. xxiv. 17.) 

What advice did the impious Balaam give Balac to with- 
draw the blessing and protection of God from the 
Israelites ? 

To ensnare them into idolatry to which they were but 
too prone (Num. xxxi. 16), in this he unhappily succeeded 
by the assistance of some of his subjects. 

How were the Israelites and Moabites punished on that 
occasion ? 

Twenty-four thousand Israelites were struck dead by 
God, when he was appeased by the zeal of Phineas son of 
Eleazer, the High Priest, under whose command Moses 
placed twelve thousand chosen men ; one thousand from 
each tribe, who attacked the Moabites and utterly exter- 
minated them. 

To what tribes did Moses give the conquered land of 
Moab and other lands east of the Jordan ? 

To the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of 

* Og was the last of the giants. His iron bed measured nine 
cubits in length, and four in breadth. 

D2 
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Manasses, on condition of their assisting their brethren 
in the conquest of the promised land. 

To what number did the children of Israel amount at 
that time? 

Six hundred and one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty, among whom the tribe of Levi was not numbered, 
because the Levi lea were specially devoted to the service 
of God, and were not to receive any portion of the land, 
tithes being allotted to them, and forty-eight cities with 
suburbs, six of which to be cities of refuge, three on the 
east of the Jordan and three in the land of Canaan. 

What command did Mote* give the Israelite* on the part 
of God when they were about to enter the promised land ? 

To make no league with the inhabitants, but utterly 
to exterminate them, to break their pillars and statues, 
and to cut down their groves. (DeuL vii. 2 — 5} 



A.M. 24G3.] Lesson Twenty-seventh. [A.C. 1507. 

JOSOE APPOINTED TO SUCCEED MOSES. DEATH OF HOSES. 




Whom did God appoint to lead the people across the 
Jordan into the land of promise ! 

Josue, the faithful minister of Moses, who served in 
the Tabernacle from his youth, and was oue of those sent 
to view the promised land. (Num. xvii. 18.) 
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Why did not Moses lead them in, as he so earnestly 
wished? (Deut. iii. 25.) 

Because be displeased Almighty God at Cades, in the 
desert of Sin, by striking the rock twice, thereby mani- 
festing a weakness of faith. 

What did Moses, when he perceived that God would 
not permit him to enter the promised land, but only to view 
it at a distance ? 

He presented Josue to the people, and informed them 
of the will of God ; reminded them of all that God had 
done for them ; exhorted them to be faithful to Him ; 
recapitulated all his former instructions ; added others, 
regulating their conduct when they would be in possession 
of the promised land, and finally gave them his blessing. 

Relate some of the instructions given by Moses on that 
occasion. 

He dwelt at length on their duty to God, warned them 
against idolatry, and against offering to God anything 
maimed or lame. He decreed that in case of controversies 
arising, they should ba referred to the priests and the 
judge, from whom there should be no appeal ; and that 
all who would not abide by their decision should be put 
to death. He inculcated kindness towards all, (except 
those whom God commanded them to eradicate), and 
desired them not to injure the trees or other produce of 
their enemies* land. 

What did Moses say in prophesying the coming of our 
Lord? 

•• The Lord thy God will raise up to thee a Prophet 
of thy nation, and of thy brethren like unto me : him 
thou shalt hear." (Deut. xviii. 15.) And again, in blessing 
the tribes, he said to Levi : " Thy perfection and thy 
doctrine be to thy holy man, whom thou hast proved in 
the temptation, and judged at the waters of contradiction; 
who hath said to his father and to his mother, I do not 
know you, and to his brethren, I know you not." (Deut 
xxiii. 8.) 

To what place did Moses go, by the command of God, to 
view the promised land ? 

To the top of Phasga, on Mount Nebo, which is in 
the land of Moab, opposite Jericho, and there he died, 
according to the appointment of God. 
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How old was Moses when he died ? 

One hundred and twenty years. His health was 
unimpaired, and his sight undimmed. He was buried 
in the valley opposite the temple of Phogor, near Mount 
Nebo, but the exact spot is not known. (Deut. xxxiv. 6.) 



Lesson Twenty-eighth. 

EXERCISE ON THE HAP OF PALESTINE. 

What are the boundaries of the land of promise? 
(Num. xxxiv. 8.) 

Who occupied it at the death of Moses ? 

Describe the situation of each kingdom into which it 
Was subdivided ? 

Which were the principal cities of the Philistines ? 

How was the land divided between the nine tribes and 
half? [Jos. xv. to xx.] 

Show the position of Juda, Dan, Issachar, Simeon, 
Ac.? 

Name the principal cities and towns in Juda, Ben- 
jamin, &c. 

Point out Cana, Capernaum, Nazareth, Samaria, Ac. ? 

For what was each remarkable ? 

How was Bethulia situated ? 

For what was it remarkable ? 

Point out Hebron ? 

To whom was it given, and why? (Jos. xiv.) 

What was its ancient name ? 

Who dwelt there before it was given to Caleb ? 

Show Mount Nebo ; describe its situation ? 

Show the land of Us ; how is it situated with regard to 
Canaan ? 

What remarkable person dwelt there ? 

How is Edom or Idumea situated ? 

Did a native of Idumea ever reign in Juda ? 

What prophecy was then fulfilled ? (Gen. xxvii. 40 
•andxlix. 10.) 

Trace the Jordan ? 

In what lake does it terminate ? 
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What cities were formerly where lake Asphaltes is now? 

What is remarkable of that lake ? 

Show lake Genezareth ? 

Where is Corozain, fiethsaida ? 

Show Tyre, Sidon ? 

Which are the principal seaports in the Holy Land ? 

Where is Carmel ? 

How is the Euphrates situated with regard to 
Palestine ? 

Point out the supposed site of Babylon, Ninive ? 

To which was Israel transported ? 

To which was Juda carried captive ? 

Do you remember any remarkable holy persons living 
in either ? 

Where is Silo ? 

For what was it remarkable ? 

How is Damascus situated with regard to Palestine ? 

What rivers flow by it ? 

Trace the journeyings of the Israelites through the 
desert? 

Show Mount Sinai, Horeb ? 

Relate what you know concerning each ? 

Show the part of the Red Sea, over which it is supposed 
the Israelites crossed ? 

Where did the children of Israel first encamp after 
crossing the Jordan ? 

Describe the situation of Galgal ? (Jos. iv. 19.) 

Where is Jericho, Hai, Bethel ? 

Do you remember any circumstance connected with 
each? 

Point out the position of Mamre ? (Gen. xiii. 18.) 

Show Jerusalem ? 

What was it formerly called? 

What remarkable person was king of Salem in the time 
of Abraham ? 

What was it called in the time of Josue ? (Jos. xviii. 28.) 

By whom were the Jebusites finally driven from 
Jerusalem ? (8 Kings v. 7.) 

Where is Sarepta ? 

What remarkable circumstance do you remember con- 
nected with it ? 

Point out Libanus? 
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Trace the brook Kedron ? 

Show Gethsemane, Emmaus, Kama ? 

Show Bethlehem ? 

Do you remember a prophecy connected with it ? 

Where is Mount Thabor, Calvary ? 

Where is Arimathea ? 

How were the Israelites governed from the death of 
Moses to the appointment of Saul ? (400 years.) 

How were they governed from the appointment of Saul 
to the captivity ? (509 years.) 

How long did the Babylonian captivity last ? 

How were they governed after their return ? (546 years.) 

Was Juda an independent kingdom at the coming of 
our Lord ? 

How is it governed now ? 

What description of climate has Palestine ? 

What are its productions ? 

How is it situated for commerce ? 

Between what parallels is it ? 



FROM THE ENTRANCE OF THE ISRAELITES INTO THE 

LAND OF PROMISE TO THE FOUNDATION OF THE 

TEMPLE, A SPACE OF 479 YEARS.* 

A.M. 2493.] Lesson Twenty-ninth. [A.C. 1507. 

THE CROS8ING OF THE JORDAN. 

What directions did Josue give when the thirty days 3 
mourning for Moses had expired ? 

That the people should be ready to cross the Jordan on 
the third day. 

Did they readily obey Josue ? 

Yes; and the Rubenites, Gadites, and half tribe of 
Man asses, prepared to cross the Jordan with their brethren 
to assist them, according to promise, in the conquest of 
the land. 

How did they cross the Jordan ? 

In the same manner that their fathers crossed the Bed 

• This explanation of the text 3 Kings vi. 1, is deduced from 
Deut. i. 3, and Deut. iv. 45 to 49. On computation it appears to be 
correct, and is adopted by several chronologists. Pet. par. 2. lib. 2. 
86. 
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Sea : God exerting in their behalf, on entering the land 
of promise, the same miraculous power He displayed at 
the coming out of Egypt. By His command Josue 
directed the priests to move forward carrying the Ark, 
and keeping 2000 cubits in advance of the people who 
were ordered not to approach nearer. As soon as the 
priests touched the water it immediately divided, leaving 
a dry passage into which they entered ; hating reached 
the middle of the river they stood until all the people 
passed ; and when all were over, as soon as the priests 
carrying the Ark came on the bank, the river returned to 
its accustomed channel. 

What monument did Josue came to be made of this 
miracle? 

While the priests carrying the Ark were in the middle 
of the bed of ihe river, he directed twelve men, one from 
every tribe to take each a stone from the spot where the 
priests stood and place them in the midst of the camp in 
the plains of Jericho (Galgal), putting twelve others in 



their plac 




i the Jordan after 
Hut manner? 

On the tenth of the first month, the forty-first year 
after their deliverance from Egypt (Jos. iv. 19.) 

How long did they remain encamped at Galgal before 
besieging any place ? 

Ten days, during which they kept the phase, and eat 
bread of the com of the land, after which the manna 
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A.M. 2403.1 Lesson Thirtieth. [A.O. 150T. 

THE TAKING OF JEIUCHO AND HAL 

Which was the first place they took? 

Jericho. 

Relate the manner of taking it. 

By the Divine command, Joaue directed the priests to 
sound the seven trumpets of the Jubilee, and with the 
Ark, accompanied by the entire army, to march in pro- 
cession once a day, for six days, round the walls of 
Jericho, and on the seventh day to march seven times, 
round, and shout at a given signal. These directions 
they punctually observed, and as they simultaneously 
shouted, the walls of Jericho fell, and they took : " " 




What reflection do the holy Father* 
miracle ? 

That Jericho, with its high walls and strong fortifica- 
tions, thrown down by the sound of the trumpets, may 
he considered emblematic of the pride and greatness of 
this world, overthrown by the trumpet of the gospel ; for 
Qod makes use of the foolish things of this world to 
confound the wise, and the weak things to confound the 
strong. 

Did the Israelites spare any of the inhabitants of Jericho? 

Rahab and her family only, because she saved the lives 
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of the spies whom Josue sent to view the place ; all the 
rest they put to death, and killed all the cattle, having 
been commanded to destroy everything but gold, silver, 
brass, or iron vessels, which should be reserved for 
Divine service. 

What town did the Israelites attack next ? 

Hai. They were so elated with their success at 
Jericho, that they persuaded Josue to send only 3,000 
men against it, thinking they had nothing to do but take 
possession ; they, however, met with opposition, and fled, 
losing in their flight thirty-six of their number. 

Was their flight owing to the fewness of their number? 

No ; but the anger of God was kindled against all, in 
consequence of the sin of one. Josue, ignorant of this, 
humbly prostrate before the Ark, his garments rent and 
dust on his head, expostulated with Almighty God for 
forsaking His people, and then learned from Him that 
one had sinned, who should be sought for, by lot, next 
day and burned, with all belonging to him. The lot 
fell on Achan, of the family of Zare and tribe of Juda, 
who had appropriated to himself of the spoils of Jericho 
a scarlet robe, two hundred sides of silver, and a gold 
rule of fifty sides, which he kept concealed in his tent. 
Having confessed his guilt, he was executed, as God had 
directed. 

Was Hai then taken ? 

Yes ; God being appeased, delivered it to them, and 
permitted them to divide the spoils. 

Did he deliver Hai to them in the same manner as 
Jericho ? 

No ; but, as if training them to battle, He directed an 
ambush to be laid behind, and a number of chosen men 
to attack in front, and after a little time to retreat, as if 
flying, to entice the enemy to pursue. When all the 
warriors had rushed out of Hai and Bethel, those who 
were in ambush entered, and set the towns on fire, while 
their brethren turned on their pursuers and exterminated 
them. 

What did Josue after the destruction of Hai ? 

He built an altar of unhewn stones on Mount Hebal, 
as Moses had commanded, and offered on it holocausts 
and peace offerings, then to fulfil every diretion of Moses, 
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he wrote the law on stone, and divided the people, placing 
one half by Mount Hebal, the other by Mount Garizim, 
with the Ark in the midst, and blessing them, read aloud 
the benedictions they should receive if faithful to God, and 
the curse that awaited them if unfaithful. (Jos. viii. 30.) 



Lesson Thirty-first. 
A.M. 2493 to 2518.] [A.C. 1507 to 1482. 

THE CONQUESTS OF JOSUE. — DIVISION OF THE LAND AMONG 
THE TRIBES. — DEATH OF JOSUE. 

What resolution did the princes of the land take t 

To unite, and make war on the Israelites. 

Were there any who did not enter into the league ? 

Yes, the Gabaonites, who foreseeing that it would be 
vain to contend with the people of God, had recourse to 
stratagem to induce them to enter into a friendly league 
with them. They sent ambassadors dressed in old 
clothes, who carried bread that was dry and hard, to 
make the Israelites think they had travelled a great 
distance, thus deceiving Josue and the ancients who 
entered into a compact with them ? 

How did it happen that Josue was deceived ? 

Because he did not consult God, but depended on his 
own judgment. 

How did Josue act when he afterwards discovered that 
the Gabaonites had deceived him ? 

He spared their lives, as he had promised, but appointed 
them servants to the Israelites. 

What did Adonisedec, king of Jerusalem^ when he heard 
that the Gabaonites had leagued with Israel ? 

He assembled the neighbouring kings in order to 
besiege Gabaon. 

What did the Gabaonites then ? 

They sent to Josue for help, who immediately went to 
their assistance, and suddenly overthrew the confederates. 

What miraculous events occurred during that battle ? 

The sun and moon stood still, at the command of 
Josue," " God obeyed the voice of man," and also fought 
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for him, casting hailstorms on the enemy, by which many 
more vera killed than by the swords of the Israelites, 

(Jos.t. 13.1 




Horn do you understand the expression, " The tun and 
moon ttood ttitt?" 

In the same manner as we still say, " The sun rises in 
the east and sets in the west." Hence the fact here 
related is not at variance with the common opinion of 
modern astronomers, that the motion which regulates day 
and night is that of the earth, not of the sun or moon. 
The standing still of the earth is not less a miracle than 
that of the sun or moon would be, and the latter form 
of expression is alone intelligible. 

What effect should such evidence! of the omnipotence of 
Ood produce in ut t 

They should enliven our faith and animate our hope 
in Him who is ever ready to grant the prayer of His' 
faithful servants, sometimes even suspending the laws of 
the universe for that purpose. 

Wat Jotue tuecettjul in all Ait undertakings ? 

Yes ; so that in five years after crossing the Jordan, 
the land rested from war, and was divided by lot among 
the nine tribes and half as commanded by God, Josue 
being assisted in the division by Eleazer, the priest, and 
a prince from each tribe, (Num. xuiv. 17.; Jos. si. 23, 
and xiv. 1.) 

What particular portion via* assigned to Caleb T 

The fields and villages about Hebron, which he claimed 
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in virtue of a promise made by Moses forty-five yean 
before on his return from viewing the land. (Jos. xiv. and 
xxi. 12.) 

How did Josue act towards the warriors of the tm 
tribes and half who had assisted in conquering the land? 

He dismissed them with rich presents to their families 
and possessions east of the Jordan. 

What did the princes of the two tribes and half on 
reaching their possessions ? 

They built a high altar as a testimony that they and 
the tribes that crossed the Jordan were of one family and 
faith. (Jos. xxii. 34.) 

To what limits did Almighty God tell Josue He extended 
the eastern boundary of the Israelites possession ? 

To the river Euphrates, as he before promised Moses. 
(Deut. i. 7 ; Joe. 1, 4.) 

What did Josue when he was grown old and saw hit 
death approaching ? 

He assembled the ancients, princes, and judges, with 
the people, and represented to them the many favours 
God had done them in subduing the surrounding nations, 
and dividing the entire country among them by lot ; and 
as for those nations that still remained unsubdued, He 
would also enable them to conquer them, and continue 
His blessings and favours to them if they remained faithful, 
hut would certainly drive them out of the land of promise, 
if they turned to the worship of false gods. 

What did the people answer ? 

" God forbid that we should leave the Lord and serve 
strange gods,- the Lord our God brought us and our 
'fathers out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage, and did very great signs in our sight, and pre- 
served us in all the way by which we journeyed, and 
among all the people through whom we passed .; and He 
hath cast out all the nations, the Amorrhite, the inha- 
bitants of the land into which we are come ; therefore we 
will serve the Lord, for He is our God." 

How old was Josue when he died ? 

A hundred and ten years, having governed the people 
twenty-five years after the death of Moses. (Josephus 
Ant c. i., and Pet.', par. ii. 83.) 
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What other illustrious person died about the same time ? 
Eleazer, the son of Aaron. He was buried at Gabaoth, 
in Mount Ephraim, the possession of Phineas, his son. 



Lesson Thirty-second. 
A M. 2518 to 2693.] [A.C. 1482 to 1307. 

HI8TORT OF THE JUDGES, FROM JOSUE TO GEDEON. 

Whom did God appoint to conduct the Israelites to 
battle after the death of Josue ? 

Caleb, prince of the tribe of Juda, who had formerly 
gone with Josue to view the land, and, like him, was 
victorious over its inhabitants. He took many cities, 
among the rest Jerusalem, which he burned. This city 
was rebuilt, in consequence of the Benjamites, to whose 
lot it fell, having entered into a league with the Jebusites, 
who dwelt in it, (Jud. i. 2, 8, 21); but, nevertheless, 
during his time and that of the ancients who were with 
him. the Israelites did not fall into idolatry. (Jos. xxiv. 31.) 

Did any of the other tribes follow the example of 
Benjamin, in making leagues with the Canaanites ? 

lea, the greater number, for which God sent an angel 
to reproach them with their disobedience ; on which they 
expressed contrition, and offered sacrifices. They did 
not, however, correct their fault, and, in consequence, 
fell into idolatry, as had been foretold them, and into 
very great temporal calamities. 

Which were the principal temporal calamities they 
suffered? 

Civil war, in which about 100,000 lost their lives, the 
tribe of Benjamin being nearly exterminated ; together 
with several grievous oppressions and harrassings by the 
neighbouring nations. 

Who was the first foreign potentate that God delivered 
them to after the death of Josue ? 

Chusam Rasathaim, King of Mesopotamia, who 
oppressed them greatly ; but on their repentance, God 
raised them a deliverer, in the person of Othoniel, son- 
in-law to Caleb, who conquered their oppressors and 
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preserved peace during the remainder of his life. He 
judged Israel forty years. 

How long after Jostle's death was Othoniel appointed? 

About fifteen years, (according to the computation of 
Bossuet and Petavius). 

Did the Israelites remain faithful after the death of 
Othoniel ? 

No ; they again abandoned the service of God, who 
delivered them into the power of the Moabites, but on 
their repentance raised Aod, and after him Samgar, 
who defeated their enemies and judged for eighty yean. 

For what were these two judges remarkable ? 

Aod for using the left hand as well as the right, and 
for killing Eglon, King of Moab. Samgar for slaying 
six hundred Philistines with a plough-share. 

Did the Israelites again transgress ? 

Yes, and God delivered them into the power of Jabin, 
King of Canaan, who, with his general, Sisara, grievously 
oppressed them. 

Whom did God raise to deliver them, when called on t 

Deborah, a prophetess, who judged Israel forty years. 
Sending for Barac, a valiant man of the tribe of Nephtali, 
she told him that God appointed him to lead an army to 
Mount Thabor, where He would deliver to him Sisara, 
with the warriors and chariots in which he trusted ; on 
which Barac accepted the charge, but required that 
she should go with him. 

Did Deborah consent P 

Yes, but told him that the victory should not be 
attributed to him, as Sisara would be slain by a woman; 
which happened as she foretold, for God struck Sisara 
with such fear at the sight of Barac, that, although in 
the midst of his great army, with 900 chariots armed 
with scythes, he fled and took refuge in the tent of a 
man named Haber, whose wife drove a nail into his head 
whilst he slept His army in the meantime was utterly 
destroyed by Barac. 
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Lesson Thirty-third. 
A.M. 2693 to 2736.] [A.C. 1307 to 1264. 

HISTORY OF GEDEON AND OF AB1MELECH. 

Did the Israelites again offend God ? 

Yes, for which He delivered them into the power of the 
Madianites, who treated them very cruelly, laying waste 
their fields and obliging them to fly to the mountains, to 
seek shelter in dens and caves. 

Whom did God raise to rescue them when they returned 
to Him ? 

Gedeon, who was of an obscure family of the tribe of 
Manasses, but valiant and pious. He was employed in 
cleansing wheat, when an angel appeared to him and told 
him to go and conquer the Madianites. 

What sign did the angel give that the appointment was 
from God? 

He waited until Gedeon prepared a sacrifice, consisting 
of a boiled kid and unleavened bread, and having desired 
him to lay it on a rock and pour the broth of the kid on 
it, he touched it with the rod he held in his hand, upon 
which fire arose from the rock and consumed it. 

What command did Gedeon receive from God on the 
night of that day ? 

To destroy the altar of Baal, which was in the neigh- 
bourhood, and cut down the grove that surrounded it ; 
to offer two holocausts to God, one on the rock whereon 
he had sacrificed the kid, the other on a pile of the wood 
that was dedicated to Baal. 

What did the townspeople next day, when they discovered 
what Gedeon had done? 

They demanded him of his father, to put him to death ; 
but he refused to give him up, saying, " Let Baal revenge 
himself, if he be able ;" on which Gedeon was surnamed 
Jerobaal. 

What did Gedeon when he understood that the armies of 
Madian, Amelec, and other eastern nations had crossed the 
Jordan, to pillage the Israelites and destroy their harvests, 
as they had been in the habit of doing ? 

He assembled an army of 32,000 men from the neigh- 
bouring tribes, and besought God to give him as a sign of 
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victory, that the fleece he laid on the ground might be 
saturated with dew, whilst the ground about it remained 
dry. The next morning, finding that his prayer was 
granted, he begged, as a further proof, that the fleece 
might be dry and the ground wet ; which being also 
granted, he with confident led out the army against the 
oppressors of his country. 

What did Almighty God say to Gedeon when he led out 
the army ? 

" The people that are with thee are many, and Madian 
ahull not be delivered into their hands, lest Israel should 
glory against me, and say, I was delivered by my own 
strength." He then desired Gedeon to make a proclama- 
tion that all who were timorous should return ; in conse- 
quence of which only 10.000 remained. 

Did Gad consider them still too numerous ? 

Yes, and gave Gedeon a sign by which he should know 
those whom He designed to accompany him to battle. 

What wot the sign ? 

That when they approached the water, those only 
should go who raised it to their mouths in the hollow of 
their hands, whilst all who drank kneeling at the stream 
should return. 




How many mere that chosen ? 

Three hundred. 

What stratagem, did Gedeon make use of to conquer the 
Madianites t 

He divided his men into three companies, and dispersed 
them round the enemies' camp, giving each a trumpet 



SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 78 

and a pitcher with a lighted lamp inside. At midnight, 
on a sign from Gedeon, they broke the pitchers simul- 
taneously, and holding the lamps in their hands, 
shouted, " The sword of the Lord and of Gedeon ;" then 
sounding the trumpets, they so terrified the Madianites 
that they killed one another, and the survivors in their 
flight were cut off by the Israelites, to whom Gedeon 
sent a message to pursue them ; hut the 300 continued 
sounding the trumpets until the enemy was completely 
routed. 

How long did Gedeon judge Israel ? 

Forty years. After his death, the Israelites, forgetful 
of the great services he had rendered them, permitted 
his illegitimate son, Abimelech, to make himself king, 
and put Gedeon 's seventy sons to death, the youngest 
only, named Joathan, escaped by being concealed. 

How long did Abimelech survive the murder of his 
brethren and enjoy his ill gotten dignity 1 

Three years, which he passed in strife with the very 
people who had assisted him in his injustice and iniquity, 
at the end of which time he was killed. 



Lesson Thirty-fourth. 
A.M. 2736 to 2832.] [A.C. 1264 to 1168. 

HISTORY OF THE JUDGES FROM THOLA TO SAMSON. 

Who succeeded Abimelech ? 

His uncle Thola, who judged Israel twenty-three years, 
and was succeeded by Jair, who governed twenty-two 
years ; he had thirty sons, who were princes of thirty 
cities. After his death the Israelites again strayed from 
the service of God, and were guilty of idolatry, for which 
they were delivered into the power of the Philistines and 
Ammonites, until, humbled by their misfortunes, they 
again implored relief from God. 

What answer did God give them on that occasion ? 

"Did not the Egyptians and the Amorrhites, the 
children of Ammon and the Philistines, the Sidonians 
also and Amelec, and Canaan, oppress you, and you cried 
to me, and I delivered you out of their hands, and yet 
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you have forsaken me, and have worshipped strange 
gods, therefore I will deliver you no more ; go and call 
upon the gods which you have chosen, let them deliver 
you in the time of distress." (Jud. x. 11.) 

What did the Israelite* then toy ? 

"We have sinned ; do thou unto us whatsoever pleaseth 
thee, only deliver us this time ;" and having said so, 
they cast away all their idols and turned to the service 
of God, who, being touched with their miseries, raised 
Jepfate, a val iant man of Galaad, to deliver them. 

What did Jephte, when called to lead the army of Israel T 

He first endeavoured, by treaty, to induce the enemy 
to suspend hostilities, but failing in that, prepared for 
battle, and vowed to offer as a holocaust to God the first 
who would come out of his house to meet him on his 
return from the victory. 




Who wa» the firet that came to meet and congratulate 
Mm? 

His only daughter, who seeing the grief and consterna- 
tion of her father, and understanding from him the cause, 
encouraged and exhorted him to fulfil the vow he 
had made, only begging a respite of two months. (Jud. 
xi. 38.) 

In what manner did Jephte fulfil hie vow ? 

Interpreters of holy Scripture differ in opinion on the 
subject ; some suppose that he consecrated her to God by 
a vow of perpetual virginity, others that he offered her a 
holocaust to God * 

• Tail is the i 
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How long did Jephte judge Israel ? 
Six years, during which an unhappy sedition was 
raised by the tribe of Ephraim ; Jephte had at length to 
take arms, and forty-two thousand Ephraimites fell in 
the contest. (Jud xii. 16.) 

How long were the Israelites in possession of the promised 
land at this time ? 
About three hundred years. (Jud. xi. 26.) 
Who succeeded Jephte ? 

Abesan, of Bethlehem, who judged Israel seven years, 
and was succeeded by Ahialon, who judged ten years, to 
whom succeeded Abdon, who governed eight years, after 
whose death the Israelites again fell into idolatry, and 
were delivered into/the power of the Philistines. 

After they were sufficiently punished, whom did Ood 
raise to relieve and judge them ? 

Samson, of the tribe of Dan, who was consecrated to 
God from his birth, and was remarkable for his great 
strength ; he judged Israel twenty years. (Jud. xv. 20.) 
Relate some instances of his strength ? 
On one occasion, though unarmed, be killed a furious 
lion; on another he killed a thousand Philistines 
with the jaw bone of an ass. Being shut up in Gaza, 
where his life was in danger, he carried away on his back 
the gates of the city; and on the occasion in which he 
lost his life he so violently shook the pillars of the edifice, 
in which several thousand Philistines were assembled to 
celebrate the feast of their god Dagon, that be threw 
down the building and buried himself and them under 
the ruins. 

How was Samson miraculously supplied with drink when 
weary and faint with combating the Philistines ? 

God opened a great tooth in the jaw of the ass (which 
he had used as his weapon), and water issued forth, with 
which he refreshed himself. 

How did Samson fall into the power of the Philistines ? 
He suffered himself to be deceived by a woman named 
Dalila, who, after some fruitless attempts to discover 
wherein his great strength lay, at length induced him to 

perhaps, excusable in him on the ground of ignorance; or that it 
was justified by a special inspiration of God, who, being the supreme 
Lord of all, could, of course, authorize such an action. 
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tell her that being consecrated to God from his birth, his 
hair had never been cut, and that if it were shaved he 
would be weak like other men. She immediately gave 
notice to the princes of the Philistines, and sending for a 
barber, had his head shaved whilst he slept ; on which 
his strength left him, the Philistines made him prisoner 
and pulled out his eyes. 



Lesson Thirty-fifth. 

HISTORY OF RUTH. 

During a famine in part of Palestine in the time of the 
judges, Elimelech, a native of Bethlehem, retired with his 
wife and two sons into the land of Moab, where he soon 
after died ; after his death his sons married women of the 
country, but at the end of ten years died without children, 
and their mother, Neomi, in deep affliction, prepared to 
return home* Her two daughters-in-law expressed a 
wish to accompany her, but she endeavoured to dissuade 
them, representing to them that it would be better for 
them to remain with their relations in their own country 
than go to a strange land with her, from whom they could 
expect nothing. One of them yielding to her remons- 
trances returned, but the other, whose name was Ruth, 
would not leave her, declaring that death alone should 
part them, " Whithersoever thou shalt go," said she, " I 
will go, where thou shall dwell, I also will dwell, thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my God." Her 
faith and filial piety were rewarded, for when Neomi saw 
that Ruth was determined to accompany her, she no 
longer offered any opposition, and both returned to 
Bethlehem in the beginning of the barley harvest. As 
they were very poor, Ruth asked her mother inlaw's per- 
mission to go into the fields to glean. Providence 
directed her to the field of a rich man named Booz, a 
near relation of her deceased husband, who, noticing her 
assiduity, inquired of his overseer concerning her, and 
hearing an account of her dutiful behaviour to her mother* 
in-law, directed that every civility and kindness should 
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be shown her, desired the reapers to let some corn fall 
purpose! j that she might not feel embarrassed in taking 
it, and invited her to eat at meal-times with them. Rath 




gratefully accepted the invitation, and in the evening 
related to her mother-in-law all that had passed, and gave 
her part of her dinner which she had reserved for her: 
Noemi prayed for blessings on their benefactor, and 
when she understood that it was Booz, told Ruth that he 
being nearly related, ought, according to the Mosaic law, 
to be her husband, and desired her to claim the affinity ; 
■he obeyed her mother-in-law : Booz acknowledged hei 
claim, and promised to marry her, if another, who was 
more nearly related, should refuse. The next day, Booz, 
in the presence of ten respectable witnesses explained 
Ruth's claim to his kinsman : " Noemi," said he, " the 
widow of Elimelech, is willing to sell a certain Seld that 
belonged to the deceased, if thou art willing to take it by 
right of kindred, buy and possess it ; bnt if not, say so, 
that I may know what I have to do ;" he answered " I will 
buy the field ;" " then," said Booz, " you must also marry 
Ruth, the Moabitess, who was wife to the deceased." 
The man having declined doing so, as he was married, 
yielded his right of kindred to Booz, who immediately 
married Ruth, with the good wishes and blessings of all 
present, for they were interested in her, and admired her 
for her virtue and piety. Noemi's happiness was complete 
when Ruth presented her a son to be a comfort to her in 
herald age : she called him Obed, he was father to Issai, 
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and grandfather to David. In the history of Ruth, the 
holy Fathers admire the liberal goodness of God in 
rewarding her piety with the highest dignity on earth, 
that of being ranked in the genealogy of the Messiah. 



Lesson Thirty -sixth. 
A.M. 2832 to 2892.] [A.O. 1168 to 1108. 

HISTORY OF HELl AND SAMUEL. 

Who judged Israel after Samson ? 

Heli, the High Priest, for forty years. (1 Kings iv. 18.) 

Relate what you know of him, and the circumstances of 
his death ? 

He was High Priest and ministered to God in Silo, 
(where the ark rested from the time that the Israelites 
entered the promised land,) he had two sons, Ophni and 
Phineas, who scandalized the people by their crimes, and 
deterred them from sacrificing to God by their extortions. 
When they were complained to him, instead of punishing 
them as they deserved, he contented himself with advising 
them ; whereupon Almighty God sent a prophet to 
foretell him the sudden death of his two sons, and the 
removal of the priesthood from his family, in which there 
should not be an old man from that time forward. The 
prophesy relating to his sons was fulfilled soon after, for 
in a battle with the Philistines, the Israelites seeing that 
they were likely to be defeated, sent for the ark, that its 
presence might ensure the victory ; but the event proved 
contrary to their expectations, they were defeated, the two 
sons of Heli killed, and the ark taken, on hearing which, 
Heli fell from his seat, and broke his neck, being then 
ninety-eight years old. (1 Kings iv. 15.) The other part 
of the prophesy relating to the removal of the High 
Priesthood from his family, was not fulfilled until the 
reign of Solomon, when Abiather, the last of his race 
that held that dignity, was banished for treasonable 
practices. (3 Kings ii. 27.) 
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What iilvsiritnut person was consecrated to God in the 
time of Belt T' 

The prophet Samuel, who wis the fruit of his mother's 
prayers, and consecrated by her to God from his 
birth. When very young, his parents Elcana and 
Anna presented him in the House of the Lord in Silo, 
and left him in Heli's care. He was of the tribe of Levi, 
and family of Caath,* which was the principal among the 
Levites, and to which tbe guard of the sanctuary was 
entrusted. (Num. iii. 28.) 

What occurred to Samuel token he was about twelve 
years old ? 

As he slept in tbe place where the ark was kept, he was 
called three different times. Each time he arose, and 
went to Heli, thinking it was be called. The third time, 
Heli understanding it to be the voice of God, told Samuel 
to may, when ne*t he heard it, " Speak, Lord, thy servant 
besreth." Accordingly, when God called again, Samuel 
answered as he was directed, and God repeated to him 
what he had before foretold to Heli by tbe mouth of the 
prophet, of the punishments that awaited him on account 
of not chastising his sons. 




What did the Philistines So with the ark when they got 
possession of it? 

They placed it in the temple of Dagon, but the idol 

* Caath bad precedence, though not the eldest son of Levi, from 
him the priests descended hi* eldest son Am nun, btiug father of 
Aaron. (1. Par. vi 3.) 



80 CATECHISM OF 

could not stand in the presence of the ark of the Lord, 
and fell on its face. Being replaced, it was found the 
next day also fallen on the ground hefore the ark, its 
head and hands broken off 

How long did the Philistines keep the ark ? 

Seven months; during which time they were obliged to 
send it from place to place, everywhere it rested the people 
being struck with plagues. At length they consulted 
their wise men, who advised them to send it back, and 
with it as a propitiation a little box containing golden 
representations of the plagues with which they were 
afflicted. 

In what manner did these wise men order the ark to be 
sent back ? 

On a new cart, having yoked to it two cows that had 
calves which were to be allowed to go whatever way they 
pleased ; and according to the direction they took, the 
people were to consider the plagues as coming from God 
or happening by chance. 

What direction did the cows take ? 

That which led to Bethsames, the nearest Levitical 
town, which was the way specified by the wise men as 
the proof that their punishment came from God. 

How did the Belhsamites act on seeing the ark ? 

They rejoiced exceedingly, and breaking up the cart, 
laid the cows on it a holocaust to the Lord, (the Levites 
having previously taken down the ark and little box;) 
but the people, unmindful of the prohibition under pain 
of death, of looking with curiosity on holy things, 
approached nearer than was permitted and 50,000 of 
them were struck dead for their irreverence. 

What did the Belhsamites then ? 

They informed the inhabitants of Cariathiarira of the 
arrival of the Ark, and begged them to send for it. 
They did so immediately, and carried it to the house 
of Abinidab, in Gabaa, near Cariathiarim, whose son 
Eleazer was sanctified to keep it. 

What effect did the presence of the ark then produce ? 

It became the source of blessings to all around, and of 
undisturbed peace to Israel for twenty years, when on 
occasion of a religious festival held at Maspath by the 
prophet Samuel, the Philistines attacked them, but God 
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fought for His people by sending a dreadful thunder- 
storm on the enemy, which so encouraged the Israelites 
that they completely routed them. 

Who was the last judge in Israel ? 

The prophet Samuel, who was always deservedly held 
in the highest estimation. 



Lesson Thirty -seventh. 
A.M. 2892 to 2912.] [A.C. 1 108 to 1088. 

SAUL ANOINTED KINO OF ISRAEL. 

What led to the Israelites demanding a king ? 

Samuel, being grown old, entrusted a share of his 
authority to his two sons, who abused it by taking bribes 
and judging unjustly, which gave the Israelites, who 
longed to be like other nations, a pretext for demanding 
a king to judge them and lead them to battle. (1 Kings 
viii. 20.) 

Did Samuel immediately comply with their demand? 

No; he was grieved at it, and consulted God, who 
answered that it was Himself, and not Samuel, whom 
they rejected, and told him to represent to them the 
great power a king would have, and how he would oppress 
them ; but that if they still persisted in their demand, 
he should yield to them. 

Did they persist in their demand ? 

Yes ; and Samuel anointed Saul, the son of Ois, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, their first king. (1 Bangs x. 1.) 

What circumstances led to the anointing of Saul ? 

Being sent to seek his father's asses, which had strayed, 
he spent three days in a fruitless search, and then, by 
his servant's advice, went to consult the prophet Samuel 
concerning them. On his approach Samuel understood 
that he was the person whom God decreed to be king ; 
he accordingly invited him to his house, treated him with 
distinction, told him that his father's asses were found, 
and in the morning, before they parted, anomte& \&ax 
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king, assuring him that he should deliver the people 
from the enemies who surrounded and harassed them. 




What did Samuel do after that! 

He assembled the people to draw lots for the sovereignty, 
and the lot fell on Saul, who, not being present, was 
sought for, and presented by Samuel to (hem as their 
king, desiring them (o observe the majestic appearance 
of him whom God gave to reign over them, for Saul was 
much taller than any of them ; and in this also God 
condescended to their weakness, who were always attracted 
by externals. 

How did they receive their first king t 

The generality cried out, "God save the king;" but 
some malcontents commenced saying, " Shall this fellow 
be able to save us." But Saul graciously dissembled, as 
though he did not hear, and acted with great forbearance 
towards them. 

In what enterprise did Saul first engage after kit 
exaltation t 

In an expedition against the Ammonites, who attacked 
the town of Jabes Galaad, and refused to enter into a 
treaty with the inhabitants, but on condition of their 
submitting to have their right eyes plucked out. The 
besieged implored a respite of seven days, and consented 
to what the Ammonites required, if within that time they 
could not procure help. They then sent messengers to 
Saul, who, on hearing the melancholy account, peremp- 
torily assembled an army, and gave the Ammonites a 
signal defeat. (1 Kings si. 11.) 
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What did Saul after that victory ? 

He went with Samuel to G algal to offer sacrifices of 
thanksgiving, and to be more solemnly acknowledged 
king. 

What reproach did Samuel make the people on that 
occasion? 

That they had rejected God, who was Himself their 
king, and who when called on had always raised up a 
leader from among them to deliver them from their 
enemies ; yet he promised, that God would still pro- 
tect them if they continued faithful, but declared that 
they and their king should perish, if they kept not their 
faith with God. (1 Kings xii. 25.) 



Lesson Thirty-eighth. 
A.M. 2912 to 2917.] [A.C. 1088 to 1083. 

SAUL'S CONQUE8TS. — JONATHAN DISTINGUISHES HIMSELF. 

What enemies were next encountered by Saul ? 

The Philistines, whose garrison in Gabaa (Saul's 
residence) being attacked by Jonathan, they assembled 
in great numbers and encamped in Machmas with 30,000 
chariots and 6,000 horsemen. 

What number had Saul with him at that time ? 

Two thousand chosen men, whom he had selected after 
the battle with the Ammonites. On that occasion he 
formed a standing army of three thousand, two thousand 
of whom he appointed to attend himself, and one thousand 
to attend his son Jonathan. 

What place of rendezvous did Saul appoint for the 
Israelites before encountering the Philistines ? 

G algal, whither he immediately repaired, and there 
waited the arrival of the prophet Samuel, who was to 
have offered sacrifice before the battle, but as the prophet 
delayed to come, the people slipped away until only six 
hundred remained with Saul, who, impatient at the delay, 
and fearful of being attacked by the Philistines, usurped 
an office to which God had not appointed him, and 
offered the holocaust himself ', foolishly thinking tati, <a<A. 
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would be rendered propitious by the victims being sacri- 
ficed to Him, though not offered in accordance with the 
law ; but the holocaust was scarcely consumed when 
Samuel arrived, and, understanding what had been done, 
severely reprimanded Saul, and told him that God would 
not continue the kingdom to his family. 

Were the six hundred who remained with Saul well 
armed? 

No ; they had neither sword nor spear, and even their 
implements of husbandry were blunt, for the Philistines 
had taken particular care that they should not have a 
smith among them. (1 King xiii. 19.) Saul and Jonathan 
alone had arms. 

How were the Philistines defeated ? 
Jonathan, relying on the power of God, and considering 
that he could defeat an army by means of few as well as 
many, entered the camp of the Philistines attended only 
by his armour-bearer, and having killed a great many, 
created such confusion that in their terror they killed one 
another. The tumult being observed by the Israelites, 
they regained courage, and pursued the enemy until 
evening, when fatigue obliged them to desist. (1 Kings 
xiv. 6 ) 

What rash vow did Saul make during the battle ? 
That none should taste food until evening. 
Did any one break the vow ? 

Yes, Jonathan not having been aware of his father's 
vow, and being faint and weary, took in passing a little 
wild honev. 

How was it discovered ? 

At night, when the people had refreshed themselves, 
Saul proposed to renew the battle and utterly* exterminate 
the Philistines before morning. They all readily con- 
sented ; but Achias, the High Priest, advised him to 
consult God (the ark was with them that daj T ). He did 
so ; but receiving no answer, understood that God was 
offended, and immediately drew lots to discover by whom. 
The lot fell on Jonathan, who acknowledged having tasted 
the honey ; but when his father would have put him to 
death, the people would not suffer it, and Saul had to 
desist from the pursuit of the Philistines, who returned 
to their homes. 
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Wom peace established after this battle ? 

No, Saul had almost continued wars during hia reign, 
but bj the help of God was always victorious. 

Whom did Saul encounter after defeating the Philistines ? 

The Amalekites, whom the prophet Samuel, on the 
part of God, commanded him to destroy with all that 
belonged to them. 

Woe Saul guilty of any act of disobedience in this war ? 

Yes, he spared Agag, king of the Amalekites, and 
reserved the fairest of the flocks, under pretence of 
keeping them for sacrifice. 

What did Samuel say to Saul when he understood how 
At had acted? 

That God preferred obedience to sacrifice ; and that as 
Saul rejected the command of God, so God rejected 
him from being king of Israel, and would confer that 
dignity on another. 

What became of Agag ? 

He was hewed in pieces by Samuel before the ark in 
Galgal, and in presence of all the people who were 
assembled to celebrate the triumph ; after which, Samuel 
returned home, greatly grieved for the sin of Saul. 
(1 Kings xv. S3.) 
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A.M. 2917.] Letton Thirty-ninth. [A.C. 1083. 

DAVID ANOINTED KINO. HIS VICTORY OVER QOLUE. 

What command did God give Samuel whilst he mourned 
for Saul? 

To go to Bethlehem, on the plea of offering sacrifice, 
and anoint as king one of the sons of Issai, of the tribe 
of Juda. {1 Kings, xvi. 1.) 

Which of the eons of Issai did Samuel anoint ? 

David, the youngest, who was employed at the time of 
the prophet's visit in keeping his father's sheep in the 
fields, and was not brought forward until Samuel had 
seen his seven brothers successively. Understanding 
that God had not chosen any of them, he asked Iasai 
had he no other son, and being informed that he had, 
ordered him to be sent for, and immediately on bis 
coming in the prophet was desired by God to arise and 
anoint him. Then the Spirit of God, forsaking Saul, 
came on David. (1 Kings xvi. 13.) 



What affliction befel Saul immediately ? 

An evil spirit troubled him, which hie officers per- 
ceiving, advised him to send for a good performer on the 
harp, to soothe him in the frantic fits to which he had 
become subject. David being recommended, was sent 
for, and succeeded in calming the king, with whom he 
became so great a favourite that he made him his armour- 
bearer. 
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What was David's character ? 

He was meek, humble, patient, and forgiving ; prudent, 
pious, and valiant ; and was an excellent musician. 

Relate as much as you know of David's victory over 
Goliah ? 

The Philistines assembled in great numbers to attack 
the Israelites, who, on their part, under the conduct of 
Saul, prepared to make a vigorous resistance. As the 
two armies lay encamped opposite each other, a Philistine, 
named Goliah, of gigantic size, came into the midst, 
scornfully defying the Israelites to produce a man who 
could terminate the war by engaging in single combat 
with him. For forty days he daily repeated his challenge 
twice, but no one had courage to accept it, though Saul 
had promised to enrich and make the victorious champion 
his son-in-law. In the meantime David, who had been 
at home for some time, being sent by his father with 
provisions for his brethren who were in the camp, saw 
Goliah and heard his challenge, which he offered to 
accept. Saul, on hearing it, expostulated with him, 
representing to him that he was only a boy and the 
Philistine a warrior from his youth ; but David alleged 
that he had already killed a bear and a lion that had 
attacked his father's flocks, and that He who had preserved 
him in those dangers would deliver him from the proud 
idolator who had dared to curse the army of the living 
God. Then Saul sent him. Goliah, seeing him advance, 
reviled him, despising his youth and weapons, for he had 
only a shepherds sling, while he himself was cased in 
armour, and had a shield, sword, and spear proportioned 
to his enormous bulk. David replied : " You come to 
me, trusting in your armour, but I come to you in the 
name of the Lord of Hosts ; " and putting a stone in his 
sling, struck the giant in the forehead, who instantly 
falling, David ran up and cut off his head with his own 
8 word, upon seeing which the Philistines fled. (1 Kings 
xvii. 52.) 
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Lesson Fortieth. 

A.M. 2917 to 2930.] [A.C. 1083 to 1070. 

saul's jealoust. — death of samuel. 

How was Saul affected by the fame that David 
acquired ? 

He was filled with such envy and hatred that he sought 
occasion to kill him. (1 Kings xviii. 8.) 

How did Jonathan feel towards David? 

He loved him as a brother, and cemented with him ft 
friendship which ended only with his life. 

What appointment did Saul give David ? 

He made him captain over a thousand, at the same 
time admonishing him to be valiant, and that he would, 
according to promise, give him his eldest daughter in 
marriage. This he said, in the hope that David by 
endeavouring to distinguish himself in battle would be 
killed. 

Did Saul give David his eldest daughter as he had 
promised ? 

No ; at the time appointed for the marriage he gave her 
to another ; but being informed that his younger daughter 
Michol was attached to David, he said he would give her 
to him, but yet, not without the further condition that he 
should kill a hundred Philistines. Not having as yet 
avowed himself David's enemy, he used these means to 
rid- himself of him ; but the event disappointed his envious 
calculations, for David having killed two hundred, Saul 
was obliged to fulfil his promise, and Michol became 
David's wife. 

Did Saul become more reconciled to David then ? 

No ; he still pursued him with unrelenting animosity, 
and made many attempts on his life, from which David, 
being guarded by an ever-watchful Providence, escaped. 
On one occasion he was saved by the contrivance of Michol, 
who deceived the king's messengers ; on another, by a 
timely warning of Jonathan. Another time, Saul in 
person pursued him, and had him and his few followers 
surrounded by his troops, when a sudden inroad of the 
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lilistines obliged him to withdraw, and so David 
aped. 




Dirf any safer from Saul's vengeance for having shown 

dues* to David when he fled to save hit life ? 

fes, eighty-five priests, together wiib their families, 

■e put to death by his orders, and all that belonged to 

m destroyed, because Achimilecb, the High Priest, 

1 given bread," and the sword of Golish to David, 

agh at that time he way not aware of David's flight 

n Saul. (1 Kings xxi.) 

tid any of the priests dwelling in Nohe escape on that 

ibiather only, who was son to Achimilech, the great 
ndson of Heli. He took the ephod, and fled for 
tection to David, who, acknowledging himself the 
se of all the miseries tfaat befel the priest and his 
lily, promised to protect him, 

Hd David require the ministry of the High Priest whilst 
tat endeavouring to etude Saul ? 

Tea, on one occasion he consulted God through him 
o whether he should attack the Philistines who were 
a besieging a town, named Ceila. God replied to do 
promising victory. A little after, on the report that 
il intended to attack Ceila where he then dwelt, and 
lg apprehensive that the inhabitants would deliver him 
he had again recourse tn God, who answered, " They 
deliver thee up." (1 Kings xiiii. 32.) So David 

* The loaves of proposition, for he had no other. 
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fled and escaped. Also when robbers attacked Siceleg, 
David's residence, and carried off all that belonged to 
him and his followers in their absence, he consulted God 
to know what he should do, who directed him to pursue 
them, and promised that he should recover what wai 
taken. (1 Kings xxx. 8 ) 

To whom did God usually give oracles ? 

To the judge, High Priest, or king. 

How used the oracle to be given ? 

When counsel was implored in presence of the ark, 
the oracle or voice proceeded from between the cherubim 
on the propitiatory. When the ark was not present, the 
oracle proceeded from the Rational on the High Priest's 
vestment, on which were the words Urim and Thuramin. 
God sometimes gave answers without either, by prophets. 

Mention some of the instances of magnanimity and 
piety exhibited by David whilst pursued by Saul with 
deadly hatred ? 

At one time Saul accidentally went unattended into a 
cave where David lay concealed with his followers, who 
urged him to cut off his enemy at once, as he was then in 
his power, but David would not raise his hand against the 
Lord's anointed, nor suffer him to be injured by any one, 
and merely cut off a piece of the king's robe, which, when 
Saul had gone a little way, he called after him and showed, 
remonstrating with him at the same time for his unjust 
hatred. On another occasion he and one of his followers 
named Abisai penetrated into Saul's camp, and even into 
the royal tent whilst Saul and his attendants slept, and 
again he would not suffer Abisai to kill him, but con- 
tented himself with taking the king's spear which was at 
his head, of which he made no other use than to produce 
it as a proof of his loyalty ; for when he had gone a little 
distance he called out to Saul, told what he had done, 
again remonstrated with him, and desired one of his 
servants to come for the spear. 

What do the holy Fathers say of Bavins conduct on these 
occasions ? 

. That it is a reproach to those Christians who retain 
resentment, and fancy that they may push it to what 
lengths they please, to see David who had not had the 
example, nor been taught by the word of an incarnate 
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God. so far surpass them in charity and forgiveness of 
injuries : he preferred remaining continually exposed to 
death from the unjust persecution of a tyrant, rather than 
free himself by raising his hand against the anointed of 
the Lord. 

IV hat great person died whilst David was still pursued 
by Saul? 

The prophet Samuel to the great grief of the entire 
nation. (1 Kings xzv. 1.) 



Lesson Forty-Jirst. 
A.M. 2GS0 to 2932.] [A.C. 1070 to 1068. 

FLIGHT OF DAVID. — DEATH OP 8AUL. 

To whom did David flee when he found that he could no 
longer prudently remain in the kingdom? 

To Ach: : 8, king of the Philistines, who received him 
courteously, and gave him the town of Siceleg, where he 
and his followers dwelt four months. 

What happened about the end of that time ? 

The Philistines going to war with Israel, Achis was 
anxious that David and his followers should accompany 
him ; hut on the eve of the battle, the lords of the 
Philistines objected so strongly that Achis was obliged to 
send them back. On returning to Siceleg, they discovered 
that the Araalekites had burned the houses, and carried 
the women and children away, on which David having 
consulted God through Abiather, the priest, immediately 
pursued the enemy, vanquished them, and took possession 
of the spoil they had collected during their robbing 
expedition, which he divided equally between those who 
bad assisted him in the combat, and those who through 
fatigue remained behind. (I Kings xxx. 24.) 

How did Saul act previously to the threatened attack of 
the Philistines ? 

Dismayed at their appearance, he consulted God as to 
the result of the approaching battle, but received no 
answer. To discover what God would not reveal, he had 
recourse to sorcery, and going to a witch who lived at 
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Endor, desired her to call to him the prophet Samuel, 
lately deceased. The witch used her incantations, and il 
pleased God to permit the prophet to appear. 




What did Samuel »ay to Saul? I 

He asked him why he troubled him, and sought 
information from any one, as God had departed from 
him on account of ihe disobedience for which he had 
been before reproved, adding, that the Philistines would 
be victorious next day, and he with his sons numbered 
among the dead. 

Wat the result of the battle such as Samuel predicted! 

Yes, the Israelites were totally routed, and Saul, bu 
son Jonathan, and two other sons killed on Mount 
Gelboe. where the battle was fought. 

In what manner did Saul die? 

Being grievously wounded, and fearing to fall into the 
hands of the Philistines, he threw himself on his own 
sword. (1 Kings xxxi.4) 

How long did Saul reign ? 

Forty years. (Acts xiii. 81.) 

How did David receive the neu» of SauTt death ! 

With sincere grief; and he caused the man who brought 
the intelligence to be put to death, because be said he 
had lulled Saul, hoping to ingratiate himself with David. 
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Lesson Forty-second. 
A.M. 2982 to 2948.] [A.C. 1068 to 1052. 

DAVID ACKNOWLEDGED KING. 

What did David, when the time of mourning for Saul 
and Jonathan had expired ? 

He consulted God as to how he should act, who desired 
him to go to Hebron, where, on his arrival, he was 
acknowledged king by the tribe of Juda. (2 Kings ii. 4.) 

How old was David when he was anointed king in 
Hebron? 

Thirty years. (2 kings v. 4 ) 

How long did David reign in Hebron before all Israel 
acknowledged him ? 

Seven years and six months, during which time there 
was a contest between him and lsboseth, a son of Saul, 
who was made king by Abner, general of Saul's army. 
(2 Kings v. 5.) 

How was the contest terminated ? 

By the death of lsboseth and Abner ; the former was 
murdered in his bed by two of his captains, and the latter 
treacherously killed by Joab, general of David's army, 
under pretence of revenging his brother Asael, who was 
slain in battle by Abner. 

Did David resent these murders ? 

Yes, he caused the murderers of lsboseth to be put to 
death, but had to be content with mourning for Abner, 
and disavowing all knowledge or share in his death, 
because Joab and his family were too powerful for him, 
as he himself complained, and besides the murder was 
clothed with some show of justice. (2 Kings iii. 39, 
iv. 12.) 

Why was Joab made general of David's army ? 

In consequence of a promise which David had made 
when he attempted to take Jerusalem, the stronghold of 
the Jebusites, that he who would first effect an entrance 
should obtain the command of the army. Joab succeeded 
in the attempt, and was made general. (I Par. xi. 6.) 
What was Joab's character ? 

He was a loyal subject and an excellent general, but 
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imperious and rude, even to the king ; jealous in his 
disposition, and treacherous to those he considered rivals. 
He slew Aimer at the time that general came over to 
David 8 interests, and stabbed Amasa, because David on 
one occasion gave him the command of the troops ; he 
afterwards killed Absalom, David's son, contrary to the 
express command of his father, who desired the rebel*! 
life to be spared. 

What place did David choose for his residence when 
acknowledged king by all Israel ? 

The castle of Sion, in Jerusalem, from which he had 
previously driven the Jebusites, and having built round 
it, called the place the City of David. 

How did the Philistines act when they heard that Demi 
was made king ? 

They assembled their forces against him, but he, 
having consulted God, who promised him victory, attacked 
them vigorously and gave them a signal overthrow. 



Lesson Forty-third. 

A.M. 2948 to 2969.] [A.C. 1052 to 1031. 

pavid's piety. — ins fall and repentance. 

What was David*s first care when he found himself 
established in the kingdom ? 

To promote the glory of God and establish Divine 
worship with due honour, for which purpose he convened, 
the princes of the tribes, and all the chief officers, with 
the priests and Levites, to translate the Ark from Caria- 
thiarim, (where it still remained since the Philistines, 
returned it,) to the royal city. (1 Par. xiii. 1.) 

Why did not David convey the Ark at that time to 
Jerusalem, as he intended ? 

When he had accompanied it part of the way, with 
great pomp and rejoicing, he was so terrified at the fate 
of Oza, son of Aminidab, who was struck dead for having 
rashly taken hold of the Ark when it appeared in danger 
of falling, that he had it carried into the house of a 
Levite, named Obededom. (2 Kings vi. 11.) 
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How long did the Ark remain in the house of Obededom ? 

Three months, during which time God so manifestly 
blessed him and all his family, that David, with great 
joy and every mark of veneration, had it removed to 
the tabernacle prepared for it on Mount Sion. On this 
occasion he took care to have it carried by the Levites, 
according to the appointment, of God. (1 Par. xv. Q.) 

What did Michol when she saw David, divested of his 
royal robes, dancing before the Ark ? 

She reproached him with being like a buffoon, and 
forgetful of his royal dignity. 

What did David say ? 

He meekly and religiously replied that he would 
humble himself more and more in presence of God, who 
had chosen him preferably to her father and her father's 
house. 

What ought we learn from David 9 s example in this ? 

Not to be deterred by the raillery of the world from 
the performance of our religious duties, but, with meek 
Christian fortitude, manifest by our works what we 
inwardly believe. 

What design did David form when he got a respite from 
war? 

To build a Temple to God, as it grieved him to think 
that the Ark of the Covenant rested in a tabernacle 
covered with skins, whilst he dwelt in a palace of cedar. 
[2 Kings vii.) 

Did the prophet Nathan approve his design ? 

Tee, and at the moment encouraged him to put it into 
execution ; but at night God desired him to inform David 
that the work should be reserved for his son and suc- 
cessor, Solomon, who would enjoy perfect peace throughout 
his reign, and therefore be better qualified to build the 
Temple than he, who had been engaged in so many wars. 
[I Par. xxii. 9 ; xxviii. 6.) 

Did David acquiesce in the Divine decree ? 

He did, and much as he desired to build the Temple, 
be contented himself with providing materials, leaving 
the accomplishment of the work to him whom God had 
chosen, and devoted himself to promote the happiness of 
bis people, whom he relieved from a tribute which they 
bad formerly incurred to some of the neighbouring states. 
£ Kings viii. 1 — 15.) 



96 CATECHISM OF 

Did David, when at the height of prosperity, 
hi* former friendship to Jonathan ? 

Yes ; having discovered that Miphiboseth, a son of 
Jonathan, lived, be sent for him, had him to eat at hil 
own table, gave him all that belonged to Saul, Rod 
appointed Siha, with his family (formerly servants to the 
late king) to serve him. 

What circumstance led to Davit? t tear with tit 
Ammonites ? 

Daas, the king, died, and David, desirous of testifying 
gratitude for favours received from him, sent ambassadori 
to Hanon, his son, to comfort him. That young king 
suffering himself to be persuaded that the ambassadors 
were spies, had their heads and beards shaved, and bait 
their clothes cut off, which so incensed David, that be 
sent Joab against him, and went himself against nil 
allies, to whom he gave a signal overthrow. 

What special mark of loyalty and fidelity did Joab gut 
in the course of the war uith the Ammonite* ? 

Having closely besieged Rabbath, the royal city, which 
contained great treasures, and brought it to the point of 
surrendering, he sent word to David to come and take it, 
lest, if he delayed, the glory would be given to himself. 
(2 Kings »i. 37.) 

What grievous lint did Davtd commit during this WW? 

The horrid crimes of murder and adultery. 

By what parable did the Prophet Nathan repreked 
these crimes ? 




" A rich and a poor man dwelt in one city ; the 
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had great numbers of sheep and oxen ; the latter had 
only one little lamb. A visitor coming to the rich man, 
he would not serve him out of his abundance, but took 
the poor man's lamb and dressed it for him." At this 
David, with indignation, said, ".He shall restore fourfold, 
and shall die." Nathan replied, " Thou art the man ;" 
then pointing out to him his sins, added threats of the 
Divine justice. David, with bitter grief, confessed his 
iniquity, which the Prophet said was pardoned, but for 
which, nevertheless, he should be severely punished. 
(2 Kings xii.) 



Lesson Forty-fourth. 
A.M. 2969 to 2972.] [A.C. 1031 to 1028. 

DAVID CAUSES SOLOMON TO BE PROCLAIMED XING. — HIS 
LAST INSTRUCTIONS AND DEATH. 

How did David pass the remaining twenty years of his 
Ufef 

In wars, and civil dissensions, his son Absalom headed 
a rebellion, and drove him from the throne, to which he 
was scarcely restored when Siba, a Benjamite, raised 
another, and withdrew all but the tribe of Juda from their 
allegiance ; after which, the kingdom not being long 
established in peace, he yielded to vanity in numbering 
the people, which so displeased God that He sent a 
plague, of which seventy thousand died within three 
days. 

What return didJoab give of the number of the people? 

That there were 470,000 fighting men of Juda,* and 
1,100,000 of Israel, exclusive of Levi and Benjamin, 
whom Joab did not number, having unwillingly executed 
the king's orders. (1 Par. xxi.) 

* The tribe of Juda was the most numerous of the twelve, and 
had precedence from the time of the coming out of Egypt. It had 
the first place when encamped in the desert, and was usually named 
separately from the time of entering the promised land. 

F 
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How did David act when he taw the people punished far 

Prostrate before God, in a penitential garb, he humbly 
implored Him to turn His wrath from the people on bin 
who alone was guilty; on which God, who is ever readj 
to grant more than He is asked, commanded the destroying 
angel to stop. 




Where did the destroying angel stop? 

Over the thrashing floor of Oman or Arenna, the 
Jebusite, on Mount Moria, in Jerusalem, where David. 
by command of the prophet Gad, erected an altar and 
offered sacrifice, of which God testified his acceptance by 
sending fire from heaven, which consumed it. (1 Par. xxi.) 
It was on this site that the temple was afterwards built 
(8 Par. iii. 1.1 

What did David a little before hit death ? 

He assembled the princes and ancients, and presenting 
his son Solomon, announced that God bad chosen him 
for bis successor, and appointed him to build the temple, 
for which he himself had to the utmost of his ability 
amassed materials of the richest description, but from 
bis having been engaged in war was not permitted by 
God to erect it. He then exhorted them to assist 
Solomon, who was very young, (only eighteen.) in the 
great work, and invited them all to contribute to it. They 
joyfully complied, and promised allegiance to Solomon. 

Repeat part of David"* thanksgiving on that occasion t 

"Thine, Lord, is magnificence, and power, and 
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glory, and victory ; and to Thee is praise, for all that is in 
heaven and in earth is Thine. Thine is the kingdom, O 
Lord, and Thou art above all princes. Thine are riches, 
and Thine is glory, thou hast dominion over all, in Thy 
hand is power and might, in Thy hand greatness and 
the empire of all things. Now, therefore, our God, we 
give thanks to Thee, and we praise Thy glorious name. 
Who am I, and what is my people, that we should be 
able to promise Thee all these things ? All things are 
Thine, and we have given Thee what we received of Thy 
hand. (1. Par. xxix ) 

How did Adonias, David's eldest son, act, when he 
perceived that his father drew near his death ? 

He attracted Joab, Abiather, and other persons in 
power, to his interest, and having made a great feast, to 
which he invited all his brethren, except Solomon, caused 
himself to be proclaimed king by his guests. (3 Kings 1.) 

How were the designs of Adonias frustrated ? 

The prophet Nathan being informed of what was done, 
went to Bethsabee, Solomon's mother, and desired her to 
go immediately to the king, and remind him of the 
promise he had made in favour of her son. She did so, 
and had scarcely ended, when Nathan entered, supported 
her words, and related what bad just occurred ; on which 
David desired him to go instantly with Sadoc, the priest, 
anoint, and proclaim Solomon king, and place him on the 
throne that very day. (8 Kings i. 34.) 

What did David when his directions relative to Solomon 
were executed ? 

He returned thanks to God for beholding the successor 
whom He had chosen filling the throne ; gave instructions 
to Solomon relative to the building of the Temple, and 
the regulation of divine worship, and exhorted him to be 
faithful to God. (3 Kings i. 48.) 

What distribution did David make of the Levites ? 

He divided the family of Aaron into twenty-four 
courses, consisting of chief men whose turn to minister 
in the priestly office was decided by lot, and under 
whom he placed 24,000 Levites to perform other duties in 
the house of God. He also appointed 6,000 overseers 
and judges, 4,000 porters, and 4,000 musicians. (1. Par. 

XX1U.) 
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What arrangements did David make for the army ? 

He required 24,000 from each tribe to attend in turn, 
one month each. (1 Par. xxvii.) 

How old was David when he died ? 

About seventy years. He was thirty when he began his 
reign in Hebron, where he reigned seven years and a half, 
and thirty-three over all Israel, in Jerusalem. (3 Kings 
ii. 11.) 

Where was David buried ? 

In that part of Jerusalem called the city of David, which 
thenceforward became the burying place of the kings of 
Juda. (2 Kings v. 9., and 3 Kings ii. 10.) 

How did Adonias act when he heard that Solomon was 
proclaimed king ? 

He fled to the altar for sanctuary, but Solomon forgave 
him, and permitted him to return to his house. 



A.M. 2972.] Lesson Forty-fifth. [A C. 1028. 

sqlomon's wisdom. 

Did Adonias renew his pretensions to the throne after 
the death of his father ? 

Yes, for which Solomon condemned him to death, 
together with Joab, who was in his interest, and banished 
Abiather, thus fulfilling the prophecy pronounced against 
Heli's race, (1 Kings ii. 32,) for the High Priesthood 
immediately passed into another branch, and Sadoc was., 
appointed to suceeed. 

Whom did Solomon make general in place of Joab ? 

Banais, one of the most valiant among the thirty 
renowned warriors who adhered to David during the 
persecution he underwent from Saul. 

Whom did Solomon marry ? 

The daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, about a year 
after his father's death. 

For what was Solomon particularly renowned? 

For his wisdom, and in the taguinvu^ of his reign for 
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sincere piety, and exact observance of his father's 
epts. 

oio did Solomon acquire the great degree of wiidom he 
need? 

n one occasion, when he had celebrated a religious 
val with great splendour, and sacrificed a thousand 
ims, God appeared to him at night, and desired him 
sk what gift he pleased. Through a sense of lively 
itude for all that God hud done for him and his 
er, and conscious of his youth and inexperience, he 
:d for wisdom to govern the people over whom God 
placed him, which request was so pleasing to God 
He granted it, and with it all temporal blessings. 
'.elate what you remember of a remarkable decision of 

wo women, whose children were born within three 
i of each other, came before the king. One charged 
other with having accidentally smothered her own 
d at night, and then stolen her living child, leaving 
dead one in its place. The other denied the charge, 
claimed the living child as hers. As there was no 
less, and each being positive, Solomon called for a 
rd, and ordered the living child to be divided, and 
' given to each ; the mother of the child hearing this 
sion, cried out, " I beseech tbee, my Lord, give 
the child alive, and do not kill it;" while the other 
., " Let it belong to neither, but divide it." Solomon 
1 ordered the child to be given to the former, whoso 
ings evinced that she was really the mother. 
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To what did Solomon particularly direct his attention 
after his fathers death ? 

To the building of the Temple, for which he entered 
into a contract with Hiram, king of Tyre, who agreed for 
the annual tribute of 20,000 measures of wheat, and 
twenty measures of the purest oil, to supply him with 
skilful workmen and timber. 



FIFTH AGE OF THE WORLD. 

FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE TEMPLE, TO THE RETUBt 
FROM THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY IN THE REIGN OF 
GYRUS, A 8PACE OF 482 YEARS. 

A.M. 2972 to 3454.] [A.C. 1028 to 54ft. 

Lesson Forty-sixth. 
A.M. 2972 to 2979.] [A.C. 1028 to 1021. 

THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE. 

When did Solomon begin to build the Temple ? 

In the second month of the fourth* year of his reign, 
and the 480th from the coming of Israel out of Egypt 
into the Land of Promise. (Deut. i. and Deut. iv , 3 
Kings vi.) 

Describe the Temple ? 

It was built of ready cut stone, (for the sound of no 
tool was permitted,) was sixty cubits long, twenty wide, 
and thirty high. The inner part, called the " Holy of 

* The fourth year of his reign, computed from the time of his 
being associated with his father in the kingdom, the first of his 
reign alone. He began the building in the second month after hit 
father's death. 
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Holies," was twenty cubits square, being the full breadth 
af the Temple, and a third of its length, separated from 
the remainder of the Temple, called the sanctuary, by a 
richly carved and gilt cedar partition, against which hung 
an exquisitely embroidered veil. The interior of the 
Temple was highly ornamental with carving and gilding ; 
and the floor was of the most precious marble. In 
front was the porch, twenty cubits in length, (for it ex- 
tended along the entire breadth of the Temple,) ten 
cubits deep, and one hundred and twenty high, in which 
were two pillars of great size and beauty, one at each side 
of the entrance. At the distance of five cubits from the 
Temple was a wall the height of the Temple, and sur- 
rounding it on three sides ; the space between was divided 
into three stories of chambers for the use of the priests, 
and to store the treasures of the Temple. (2. Par. iii., and 
$ Kings vi.) 

Describe the Holy of Holies ? 

It was entirely lined with gold, and over that part in 
which the Ark of the Covenant was placed, were two 
cherubims covered with gold, with extended wings, and of 
such size that a wing of each reached the opposite wall, 
whilst the other two joined in the centre. 

Who was permitted to enter the Holy of Holies ? 
The High Priest only, and he but once a year, when 
having performed the legal rites, he entered with incense 
and the blood of victims ; and from the time he went in, 
until he came out, no one was permitted to enter the 
sanctuary. (Exod. xxx., Lev. xvi., Heb. ix.) 

Of what was the entrance of the High Priest into the 
Holy of Holies a figure ? 

Of the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, the oblation 
of whose precious blood was prefigured by the repeated 
offerings of the blood of victims, and who opened for us a 
new and living way through the veil, that is, His flesh 
into the Holy of Holies. (Heb. ix. and x. 19.) 
Of what was the offering of incense emblematic ? 
Of fervent prayer, according to these words of the 
Psalmist, " Let my prayer be directed as incense in thy 
sight ;" and of St. John, " And the smoke of the incense 
of the prayers of the saints ascended up before God from 
the hand of the angel." (Psm. cxl. ; Rev. viii.) 
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What was in the Sanctuary, that is, that part of tk 
Temple outside the veil of the Holy of Holies ? 

The golden altar of incense, ten tables for the loaves of 
proposition, ten golden candlesticks, with censers and 
vessels for perfumes. (2 Par. iv.) 

Where was the altar of holocausts placed? 

In the Court before the Temple : at each side stood 
five brazen 1 avers in which the victims were washed 
before sacrifice, and one to the right for the use of the 
priests only, which from its great size was called the 
molten sea ; it was of circular form, five cubits high and 
ten wide, and was supported by twelve brazen oxen, three 
of which looked towards the north, three towards the 
south, three towards the east, and three towards the 
west. 

What do the holy Fathers remark of the constant pari- 
fications prescribed by the old law to those who ministered j 
in the Temple ? 

That the great external purity of the Jews, though an 
actual ordinance, wus symbolic of the purity of heart and 
soul which Christians should bring to the altar of God. 

In how many years from its foundation was the Tempk 
finished ? 

In seven. 



Lesson Forty-seventh. 
A.M. 2979 to 3009.] [A.C. 1021 to 991. 

THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE. — DEATH OF SOLOMON. 

What did Solomon when the Temple was finished and 
furnished with every requisite ? 

He assembled the princes of tribes, the ancients, and 
the heads of families to assist at the dedication, and the 
Solemn translation of the Ark from the Tabernacle made 



. by David, to the place destined for its reception in the 
f Holy of Holies. (2 Par. v. 7.) 



8CK1PTCRK HISTORY. 






Did God testify Hit acceptance of the homage paid Him 
on the day of the dedication of the Temple by any remark- 
ailetiffn? 

Yea ; when the priests came out from the Sanctuary, 
after placing the Ark in the Holy of Holies, and all with 
one accord had chanted, " Give glory to the Lord for He 
is good, for His mercy endurcth forever." The Temple 
was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not stand 
to minister, for the glory of the Lord had filled the house. 
Then Solomon returning humble and grateful thanks to 
God, earnestly besought Him to bless the people, and to 
be ever mindful of all the petitions they would make in 
that house, and finally, foreseeing their banishment, he 
prayed God to hear them, when with contrite hearts they 
should pray turned townrds it. 

What sign did Almighty God give that He heard Solo- 
mon'* prayer ? 

He sent fire from heaven which consumed the holocausts. 
Solomon kept the feast of the dedication seven days, 
during which 29,000 oxen and 130,000 sheep were sacri- 
ficed. 

What vision had Solomon after this ? 

The Lord appeared to him, told him that He had 
heard his prayer, and had chosen the house he built for 
a place of sacrifice ; that His eyes would be on it, and 
Hie ears attentive to the prayers made in it ; and that 
if Salomon continued faithful, He would exalt him, as 
f a 
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He had promised David bis father ; but that if he 
forsook His service for that of idols, He would cast h' 
hie people, and the Temple, far from Him (2 Par. vi 

What other building* betide* the Temple did SolomM 
erect* 

A magnificent palace for himself and another for his 
queen, besides rebuilding several towns and fortifying 
others. 

What were the characteristics of Solomon a reign ? 

Universal peace, and great abundance, not only of the 
necessaries of life, but even of luxuries, gold and silver 
being in such quantity that the; were scarcely valued. 

What was the daily provision for Solomon's house * 

Thirty measures of fine flour, sixty measures of meal, 
thirty oxen, one hundred sheep, besides venison and 
fatted fowls. 

Sow many chariots and horses had Solomon ? 

One thousand four hundred chariots, forty thousand 
chariot horses, and twelve thousand for the saddle. 

What distinguished person visited Solomon ? 

The Queen of Saba, who, full of admiration at his 
wisdom, learning, and piety, pronounced the servants 
blest who were always in his presence. (1 Far. is.) 




What did our Lord say in allusion to the visit of the 
Queen of Saba, when His miracles and doctrine vers con- 
tradicted by the Pharisees ? 

" The queen of the south shall rise in judgment with 
the men of this generation, and shall condemn them. 
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because she came from the ends of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon, and behold more than Solomon 
here." (Luke xi.) 

Did Solomon always continue faithful to God ? 

No ; towards the close of his life he married idolatrous 
wives, and to please them built altars to their idols, to 
which he himself offered incense. 

What punishment did God decree for so great a sin t 

That his kingdom should be divided ; the greater part 
given to his servant Jeroboam, and the smaller to his 
son, and even that for David's sake alone, for whose sake 
also He deferred the execution of his threat until Solomon's 
death. (3 Kings xi.) 

Who was Jeroboam t 

He was a valiant and an ingenious man, whom Solomon 
placed over the tributes of all the house of Joseph, but 
when he heard of Ahias' prophecy, that Jeroboam should 
reign over ten tribes, he sought to take his life, so that 
Jeroboam, to avoid the king's wrath, fled into Egypt. 

How long did Solomon reign ? 

Forty years from the time he was associated with his 
father, thirty-seven alone. 



Lesson Forty-eighth* 
A.M. 3009 to 3070.] [A.C. 991 to 930. 

KINGS OF JUDA. — ROBOAM, ABIA, ASA. 

ROBOAM. 

Who succeeded Solomon ? 

His son Hoboam ? 

What petition did the people make to Boboam soon after 
his accession ? 

That he would lighten the burden with which his 
father oppressed them. 

What answer did Hoboam give them ? 

" My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to 
it. My father beat you with whips, but I will beat you 
with scorpions." 
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How did the people receive this harsh reply ? 

With the greatest indignation, they immediately re- 
nounced their allegiance to him, and made Jeroboam 
(who had returned on Solomon's death) king over ten 
tribes. From this time the kingdoms of Juda and Israel 
continued separate (3 Kings xii.) 

Did Roboam make any attempt to recover the kingdom t 

He did; assembling 180,000 chosen men, he made 
preparations for war, but was forbidden to proceed by 
Semeias, a holy man, sent by God to inform him that 
what occurred was by divine appointment, in punishment 
of Solomon's sin. 

What tribes continued faithful in their allegiance to 
Roboam ? 

Juda, Benjamin, and Levi. The cities originally given 
to the priests were exclusively confined to Juda and 
Benjamin, with the exception of two or three in Simeon, 
which bordered immediately on Juda (Jos. xxi.) On the 
separation of the kingdoms of Juda and Israel, the 
Levites left their possessions in the different tribes, and 
went to Jerusalem and Juda, because Jeroboam prevented 
them from exercising their functions. (2 Par xi.) 

How did Roboam govern Juda ? 

During the first three years of his reign he succeeded 
in all his undertakings, because during them he was 
faithful to God. He applied diligently to the fortification 
of most of the cities in his dominions, and to storing them 
with provisions. 

How did God punish Roboam and the people of Juda 
when they were guilty of idolatry ? 

By means of Sesac, king of Egypt, who took several cities 
of Juda, and even entered Jerusalem, which he plundered 
of its most valuable effects ; but God, being appeased by 
the repentance of Roboam and the princes, who humbled 
themselves and acknowledged the justice of their punish- 
ment on the reproach made them by Semeias, the prophet, 
did not suffer Sesac utterly to destroy Jerusalem. (2 Par. 
xii.) 

How long did Roboam reign ? 

Seventeen years ; the greater part of which he spent 
in wars. He died at the age of fifty eight. 
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Abia. A.M. 3026. 

Who succeeded Roboam ? 

His son Abia, who reigned only three years. In the 
beginning of his reign, being about to fight Jeroboam, 
who brought against him an army twice the number of 
his, he invoked the assistance of God, who gave him a 
signal victory ; nevertheless, after that he sinned, for 
which he was cut off by God, who yet for David's sake 
permitted his son Asa to succeed him. (2 Par. xiii., 3. 
Kings xv.) 

Asa. A.M. 3029. 

What was the character of Asa ? 

He was an excellent and pious king. He destroyed all 
the remains of idolatry, and re-established the splendour 
of divine worship, for which God rewarded him by a long 
and prosperous reign of forty-one years, during which He 
gave him victory over all his enemies, the chief of whom 
was Zara, king of the Ethiopians, who brought an army 
of more than a million of men against him. (2 Par. xiv.) 

Of what faults was Asa guilty towards the close of his 
reign? 

Being invaded by Baasa, King of Israel, he, through 
want of confidence in God, called on the King of 
Syria for assistance, for which the prophet Hanani 
reproached him, reminding him of the victory God had 
given him over the more numerous army of the Ethio- 
pians. In his last sickness also he placed more reliance 
on the skill of physicians than in the power of God. 
(2 Par. xvi.) 
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Lesson Forty-ninth. 
A.M. 3009 to 3070.] [A.C. 991 to 930. 

CONTEMPORARY KINGS OF ISRAEL. 



• 



What kings reigned in Israel from the time of its sepa- 
ration until the close of Asa's reign, a period of sixty-on* 
years ? 

Jeroboam,* Nadab,f Baasa,J Ela,§ Zamri,|| and Amrif 

How did Jeroboam act when in possession of the king- 
dom of Israel? 

He presently forsook God who had exalted him, 
banished the Levites, and set up idols, for which he 
made priests, sometimes officiated himself, and, by the 
force of his example, led the greater part of the nation into 
idolatry which ultimately caused their ruin, and is the 
reason that his name is always reprobated when men- 
tioned in Holy Scripture. (1 Par. xi.) 

What induced Jeroboam to act so impiously ? 

An ambitious, political motive. Fearing that the people 
would resume their allegiance to Roboam if suffered to go 
to sacrifice in Jerusalem, he set up two golden calves, one 
in Dan, the other in Bethel, to which he offered sacrifice 
with solemnities similar to those used in Jerusalem, and 
told the people — " Go no more to Jerusalem, behold thy 
gods, O Israel, who brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt." (3 Kings xii.) 

What occurred the first time that Jeroboam sacrificed to 
the calf at Bethel ? 

A prophet of Juda, expressly sent by God, cried out to 
the altar, " Behold a child shall be born to the house of 
David, Josias by name, and he shall immolate upon thee 
the priests of the high places, who now burn incense 
upon thee, and he shall burn men's bones upon thee, and 
this shall be the sign that the Lord hath spoken, the altar 

* Jeroboam, A.M. 3009. § Ela, A.M. 3056. 

f Nadab . . . 3031. jj Zamri . 3058. 

} Baas* . . . 3032. ^ taut % $063. 
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shall be rent and the ashes that are on it shall be poured 
out;"* which immediately happened. 

What did Jeroboam on that occasion ? 

Stretching forth his hand against the prophet, he 
ordered him to be seized; but his hand immediately 
withering, he was unable to draw it back, and it was only 
at the prophet's prayer that he again received the use 
of it. 

Was Jeroboam converted by the miracle ? 

No ; he persevered in idolatry for which Ahias the 
prophet, who had foretold his exaltation to the throne, 
prophesied that his entire family should be exterminated, 
which was fulfilled about a year after his death, in the 
reign of his son Nadab. Jeroboam reigned twenty-two 
years. (8 Kings xiv. and xv.) 

Who succeeded Jeroboam ? 

His son Nadab, who reigned little more than a year, 
when he was killed by Baasa, who usurped the throne 
and exterminated the family of Jeroboam, as predicted by 
the prophet Ahias. Baasa reigned twenty-four years. 

Who succeeded Baasa ? 

His son Ela, who reigned about two years, when he 
and all the family of Baasa were killed by Zamri, captain 
of the horse, who committed suicide after a reign of only 
seven days, fearing to fall into the power of Amri, general 
of the army, whom the Israelites elected king. 

How long did Amri reign ? 

Twelve years, four of which were contested by a com- 
petitor named Thebni. Amri built the city of Samaria. 



A.M. 3070 to 3150.] Lesson Fiftieth. [A.C. 930 to 850. 

KINGS OF JUDA, JOSOPHAT, JORAM, OCHOZ1AS, AND JOAS. 

JOSOPHAT. A.M. 3070. 

Who succeeded Asa in the kingdom of Juda ? 
His son Josophat, who, like his father, was a pious 
good king. God rewarded him with a twenty-five year8 , 

* This prophecy was fulfilled in upwards of three centaxfaA *&\&\ 
by Jonas king of Juda. 
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reign of great glory and magnificence, and enabled him 
to OTercome all his enemies. On one occasion when the 
Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites combined against 
him, he and all the people prostrated themselves before 
God, who told them by the mouth of a prophet to go out 
confidently on the morrow and they should see that He 
would fight for them. Accordingly the next day, the 
enemies rising from their several ambuscades attacked 
and slew each other, on which Josophat and his people 
carried off the spoils and returned with joy and thanks- 
giving to Jerusalem. 

Joram. A.M. 3095. 

Who succeeded the good king Josophat in the kingdom of 
Juda? 

His eldest son Joram,* at the age of thirty-two ; he was 
a wicked, idolatrous king, and married Athalia, daughter 
to Achab, the impious king of Israel, who inherited her 
father's impiety. Joram slew all his brethren and intro- 
duced idolatry, for which God commissioned Elias to 
foretell him the punishment decreed for him, a painful, 
lingering distemper, of which he died, after a troubled 
reign of eight years. He was buried in the city of David, 
but without honour, and not in the sepulchres of the 
kings. (2 Par. xxi.) 

Ochoztas. A.M. 8103. 

Who succeeded the impious Joram in the kingdom of Juda? 

His youngest and only surviving son Ochozias, at the 
age of twenty- two ; all the rest being killed in an incur- 
sion of the Arabians. (4 Kings viii. 26 ; 2 Par. xxii.) 

How long did Ochozias reign ? 

Only one year ; when going to visit his kinsman, Joram, 
son of Achab, King of Israel, he and all who attended 
him were slain by Jehu, who was at that time extirpating 
the house of Achab. (2 Par. xxii.) 

What was the character of Ochozias ? 

He was idolatrous and wicked like the house of Achab, 
being urged on by his mother Athalia. 

* Joram was Associated in the kingdom two years before his 
father's death, deduced from 4 Kinga \. Yl , t T5at*$* \iL i, and 
4 Kings rid. 16—25, 
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How did Athalia act when Ochozias was slain ? 

Having killed all the royal family except Joas, the 
nfant son of Ochozias, whom Josabeth, sister to Ochozias 
rod wife to Joida, the High Priest, hid in the Temple, 
he made herself queen and reigned with uncontrolled 
iway nearly seven years, when Joida assembled the princes 
ind people, presented Joas to them as their king, and had 
Uhalia put to death. (2 Far. xxii. and xxiii.) 

Joas.— A.M. 3110. 

What was the character of Joas ? 

As long as Joida lived he was pious and zealous in the 
ervice of God, but on the death of the venerable High 
Priest, lie chose evil counsellors and with them fell into 
dolatry. (2 Par. xxiv.) 

How old was Joida the High Priest when he died? 

One hundred and thirty years, and on account of the 
Teat services he had rendered the kingdom he was buried 
a the sepulchres of the kings. 

What ungrateful and wicked act was Joas guilty of 
wn after the death of Joida ? 

He caused Zacharias, the son of Joida, to be stoned in 
le court of the Temple, because he had admonished him 
f his sin in forsaking the service of God for that of idols. 
\ Par. xxiv.) 

How did Joas end his life ? 

He was murdered by two of his servants after a reign 
F forty years, the latter part of which was troubled ; for 
rod permitted him to be harassed by the Assyrians from 
le time he forsook His service. Joas, like his grand- 
ither, Joram, was not buried in the sepulchres of the 
ings. 
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Lesson Fifty-first. 
A M. 3070 to 3 i 5 1 .] [A.C. 839 to 849. 

CONTEMPORARY KINGS OF ISRAEL. 

What kings reigned in Israel during the eighty yem 
included from Josophafs ascending the throne to the end of 
the reign afJoas ? 

Achab,* Ochozias,f Joram,J Jehu,§ and Joachaz.|| 

Whom did Achab succeed in the throne of Israel t 

His father Amri, he married a wicked woman named 
Jezabel, and more impious than his predecessors, added 
the worship of Baal to his other crimes. 

For what unjust and cruel act of Achab and Jezebel did 
God decree the extirpation of the family ? 

Achab, wishing to enlarge his garden, was anxious to 
procure a vineyard that immediately adjoined, but Naboth, 
to whom it belonged, would by no means part with fab 
inheritance, which so annoyed Achab that he refused to 
taste food ; Jezabel, understanding the cause, determined 
to gratify him though at the expense of conscience and jus- 
tice ; and sending to the chief men and judges, commanded 
them to suborn false witnesses against Naboth and hare 
him executed, which was accordingly done. Achab haying 
gone to take possession of the vineyard, God sent Eliasto 
pronounce this sentence : •• That in the place where the 
dogs had licked Naboth's blood, they should also lick his, 
that his race should be utterly extirpated, and Jezabel 
devoured by dogs." 

Was that sentence immediately executed ? 

No ; for Achab humbled himself before God, who, in 
consequence, deferred the execution of the sentence until 
after his death, which happened in battle about two years 
after, when his chariot being brought to the pool of 
Samaria to be washed, his blood was licked by the dogs in 

* A.M. 3070. In the beginning of Achab's reign he was contem- 
porary with Asa, the latter eighteen with Josophat. 
t A.M. 3092. § 3106. 

$ 3094. || 3134. 
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same place that they had licked Naboth's. Jezabel 
ived about thirteen years when, by the orders of Jehu, 
was thrown from a window, and was devoured by dogs 
ie place where she fell ; the remainder of the prophecy 
accomplished by Jehu. (4 Kings x ' 




'am long did Achab reign ? 
wenty-two years. 
■Jo tuceeeded Achat t 

ia eon Ochozias, who died from the effects of a fall 
a reign of two years, and waa succeeded by his 
ler Joram, who reigned twelve years, and was killed 
ehu, who exterminated the house of Achab and killed 
bel. 

id Jehu attend the throne when he exterminated the 
t of Achab ? 

e did, and reigned twenty-eight years. For the zeal 
rincad in extirpating the worship of Baal, God pro- 
d that his children, to the fourth generation, should 
be throne of Israel ; his son Joachaz succeeded him 
reigned seventeen years. (4 Kings xiii.) 

Lesson Fifty-second. 

THK PROPHETH. ELIAS 1 



hat great prophets flourished in Israel during the aboee- 

d eighty years ? 

Us and his disciple Eliseus ; the former was contem- 
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porary with Josophat and Achab, and was taken up into 
heaven in the reign of Jorum : the latter lived until tie 
beginning of the reign of Joas, son of Joachex, tod 
grandson to Jehu. 

How did Eliaa act when he saw that Israel was oeerrm 
with idolatry, promoted and sanctioned by Achab ad 
Jezebel t 

By his prayers he prevented rain from falling for tiro 
years, which caused a famine, during which he was atfinl 
miraculously fed by ravens that carried him food morning 
and evening, and afterwards by a poor widow who lived it 
Sarephta. (3 Kings xvii.) 




flow noe the poor widow employed when Eliaa wot tt*t ] 
to her by God ? 

Collecting a few sticks to cook what she believed would 
be the last meal for herself and son, for she had only i 
little meal and some oil in a cruse, which she nevertheless 
shared with the prophet ; and from that day until the 
famine left the land neither the meal nor oil lessened. 

What miracle did Eliot perform whilst in the widorfi 

He restored her son to life by his prayers. 

What miracle did Elias perform to prove that there it 
only one true God, whom he served, and that Baal and the 
others were false gods? 

He requested Achab to aasemble the people at Mount 
Canoel, and to send for the prophets of Baal, 466 in 
number; then desiring to base two Yku\«3u NkvubjbI, be 
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>roposed to the prophets of Baal to choose one, whilst 
le, the only prophet present of the true God, took the 
other ; and addressing the people, he implored them no 
longer to hesitate between the worship of God and Baal, 
bat to serve him who should prove himself God by 
sending fire from heaven to consume the victim. They 
til readily assented to the proposal, and the prophets of 
Baal called in vain on their god from morning until 
noon, whilst Elias rallied them, desiring them to call 
loader, as their god was, perhaps, on a journey, or at an 
inn, or asleep. At length the time for sacrifice being 
arrived, Elias called the people to assist in building up 
the altar to God, on which he laid the victim, and ordered 
a quantity of water to be poured over it, until the trench 
round the altar was filled ; then calling on God to mani- 
fest His power and let the people see that He alone is 
God, fire fell from heaven, which immediately consumed, 
not only the holocaust, but the altar and water, at which 
the people fell on their faces and adored. Then, by 
command of Elias, they put all the false prophets to 
death, and God sent a plentiful supply of rain. (3 Kings 
xriii.) 

Whither did Elias flee to avoid the vengeance of Jezabel, 
vho, in revenge for the death of her prophets, had resolved 
on his death f 

To Mount Horeb, by the direction of an angel, who 
gave him food, in the strength of which he walked forty 
days and forty nights across the desert, until he reached 
Horeb. 

What do the holy Fathers say of this part of the life of 
Mas? 

That the sudden vicissitude he experienced from courage 
to timidity, demonstrates the inconstancy and weakness of 
the human heart, when not supported by strength from 
above ; and the food given him by the angel they consider 
emblematic of the Blessed Eucharist which nourishes our 
souls, imparting strength and vigour to them during our 
mortal pilgrimage. 

In what manner was Elias taken up into Heaven ? 

Having with his disciple Eliseus crossed the east side 
of the Jordan, through which he miraculously mwia *> 
passage by striking the water with bis cloak, \\a ns^a wA- 
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denly separated from Eliseus by a fiery chariot, and fay 
horses, and carried up to heaven, when going up hii 
cloak fell, which his disciple took, and with it made him- 
self a passage across the Jordan as Elias had dcoa 
Eliseus inherited the double spirit of prophecy ol 
miracles possessed by Elias. 




Lesson Fifty-third. 



What tbaa the first use Eliseus made of hi* gift of 
miracles vlhen he recrossed the Jordan ? 

At the request of the inhabitants he cured the waten 
of Jericho, which were very bad, and removed the barren- 
ness of the land. 

Relate some other miracles wrought fiy Eliseus. 

(1.) He procured a supply of water to refresh the united 
armies of Juda, Israel, and Edom, in a war with the 
Moabites, who had revolted, and whose overthrow was 
effected according to his prediction. (2.) He relieved the 
widow of one of the prophets by miraculously increasing 
her little store of oil. This poor woman was in debt, 
which she had no means of paying. Her creditor was 
urgent, and threatened to seize her sons. In her distress, 
she had recourse to Eliseus, whose pity she excited; 
when, an inquiry, he discovered that her only 
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a little oil, be desired her to borrow a number of 
>ty vessels and pour the oil into them. She obeyed, 
filled bo many vessels with it, that she was enabled 
■ay her creditor and support the family. (3) He 
>red to life the son of a devout woman, who had often 
ived him into her house. (4.) During a famine he 
tiplied food for a great number who resorted to him. 
He restored to perfect health Naaman, general of the 
an army, who was afflicted with leprosy, and trans- 
id the leprosy to his own servant Oiezi, who, through 
tousness, had obtained money and raiment from 
man in the prophet's name. 

to you remember any remarkable punishment inflicttd by 
' on tome wicked boys who mocked the tenant of God, 
\ng Mm " Bald head ?" 

wo bears came out of the wood, and killed forty-two 
hem. 




?at the spirit of prophecy at conspicuous in EHteut at 
' of miracle* ? 

es, of which there are some instances related. (1.) The 
ana, intending to invade Israel, made many attempts, 
formed several ambuscades, of which Eliseus con- 
tly informed the king of Israel, thus enabling him to 
iteravt the enemy, who were at length obliged to 
draw. (2.) Some time after, when the Syrians 
tged Samaria, Joram blindly imagining that the holy 
hot was instrumental to the great sufferings of the 
;ged, which were occasioned princApaSVj Vj taonMs, 
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sent a man before, whom he followed immediately, witfai 
determination to behead the prophet. Eliseus forest? 
and prevented their evil design ; and at the same time 
comforted the king, assuring him that by that hour not 
day there would be such an abundance of provision* 
that a bushel of fine flour would be sold in the gate of 
Samaria for a stater, and two bushels of barley for the 
same price. (4 Kings vi. and vii.) 

In what manner was that prophecy fulfilled ? 
Four lepers, who were at the gate of Samaria, being 
presssed by famine, and thinking they might as well rot 
the risk of being killed, as to die of want, resolved to g» 
to the camp of the Syrians. On their arrival, they wen 
surprised to see no one, and at first thought only of satis- 
fying their hunger, and possessing themselves of the 
wealth which surrounded them ; but after some time, 
reflecting that they ought to make their fellow-cituens 
partakers of their own good fortune, they returned to the 
city, and announced that the Syrians had deserted their 
camp. The king received this news warily, and fearing 
that it was an artifice of the enemy, sent messengers to 
discover the truth. They confirmed the statement, and 
found the roads covered with valuables which the Syriani 
had cast away in their flight ; for God had struck them 
with a panic, and made them think that they heard ft 
great army approaching. In their terror, they fled, 
leaving all they possessed after them. The spoils were 
brought into Samaria next day, and caused the abundance 
foretold by the prophet. 

Was any one punished for incredulity on that occasion! 
Yes, a nobleman, who was present with the king when 
Eliseus predicted the great plenty, and said, doubtinglj. 
" Could that be, if God made flood-gates in heaven f 
Eliseus replied that he should see, but not partake of the 
blessing ; and the next day, having been intrusted by the 
king with the charge of the gate, he was crushed to death 
by the multitude. 

What great person visited Eliseus when in hi* krt 
sickness ? 

Joas, son of Joachaz, and grandson of Jehu, king of 
Israel, who having testified great affliction for losing 
him whom he revered as his father and guide was com- 
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:d by Eliseus with the assurance that he would be 
irious over the Syrians in three different engage- 
its. (4 Kings xiii.) 

7 ere the relict of Eliaeua instrumental in performing 
miracle ? 

es; a dead man who was being conveyed to the grave 
is friends was thrown by them into the sepulchre of 
eus in a panic caused by a sudden incursion of the 
bites ; and he no sooner came into contact with the 
;s of the holy prophet than be was restored to life. 




Lesson Fifty-fourth. 
. 3150 to 3281.] [A.C. 860 to 769. 

KlKGrS OF JUDA, AMASIAS AND AKARIAB. 

Amasiab, A.M. 3150. 

T ho succeeded Joas in the kingdom of Juda t 
is son Amasias, at the age of twenty-five. He was 
essful in all his undertakings whilst he continued to 
) God, but growing proud of his success, he foolishly 
hipped the idols of the very nations which God had 
iled him to conquer. And when in the pride of his 
t, he challenged and fought with Jobs, king of Israel. 
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He was utterly defeated and led back to Jerusalem ty 
that king, who broke down a considerable part of the 
walls, and carried away the treasures of the Temple. : 
Amasias survived this defeat about fifteen years. He 
was killed in a conspiracy after a reign of twenty-nil)* 
years. (2 Par. xxv.) 

Azartas. — A.M. 3179. 

Who succeeded Amasias ? 

His son Az arias, sometimes called Ozias, then sixteen 
years of age ; he reigned fifty-two years, during which 
he fortified Jerusalem, built several cities, and was suc- 
cessful in all his wars and undertakings whilst he was 
faithful to God; but being elated with prosperity, he 
assumed an office to which he was not called ; he presumed 
to offer incense in the Temple, notwithstanding the re- 
monstrances of the High Priest; God therefore struck him 
with a leprosy, from which he never recovered, and he 
was obliged to live alone for the remainder of his life. 
(2 Par. xxvi.) 



Lesson Fifty-fifth. 
A.M. 3151 to 8881;] [A.C. 849 to 769 

CONTEMPORARY KINGS OF ISRAEL. 

What kings reigned in Israel whilst Amasias and Azaria* 
reigned in Juda, (a space of eighty-one gears) ? 

Joas,* Jeroboam II.,f Zacharias,} Sellum,§ Manahem 
and Phaceia.lf 

To whom did Joas succeed ? 

His father, Joachaz ; he reigned sixteen years, and 
defeated the Syrians in three engagements, as predicted 
by Eliseus, leaving the kingdom in peace to his son 
Jeroboam. 

♦ 315 J. f 3167. X 3219. § 3219. |j 3219. 

1 3229. 
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i long did Jeroboam II. reign f 

;y-one years ; he was valiant, but, like those who 

ed him, an idolator — (in his reign Jonas prophesied); 

ras succeeded by his son Zacharias, after an inter- 

n of eleven vears.* 

> long did Zacharias reign ? 

f six months, when he was killed by Sellum, and 

aded the race of Jehu, to whom God had promised 

is children to the fourth generation should reign 

Lei. 

) long did Sellum enjoy hie newly-acquired dignity ? 

month, when he was killed by Manahem, who 
1 ten years, and was succeeded by his son Phaceia, 
as killed, after a reign of two years, by Phacee. 
gs xv.) 



Lesson Fifty-sixth. 

THE PROPHET JONAS. 

\tc the history of the prophet Jonas. 
\s was son to Amathi, the prophet, a native of 
3pher, in Galilee, and prophesied in the reign of 
am II. Having been commissioned by God to 

to Ninive and to threaten it with destruction, on 
t of its crimes, he was unwilling to undertake the 
n, and endeavoured to fly from the face of God by 

to Tharsis ; but the ship had scarcely got to sea 
God sent a tempest which endangered its safety. 
rew, in great alarm, cast lots to discover which of 
excited the anger of God, and the lot falling on 

he acknowledged his fault, and desired them to 

him into the sea. They were unwilling to. do 
1 exerted themselves to reach the land by rowing, 

duced from 4 Kings xiv. 23, and 4 Kings xv. 8, for Amasis* 
twenty-nine years, in the fifteenth of which Jeroboam II. 
o the throne, and reigned forty-one yeaxa, \ya\. \i\& «&fa> 
is did not succeed him until the thirty -eighth, tf Kiastoa. - 
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but found it impossible to succeed ; and perceiving their 
danger every moment increasing, they threw him over- 
board, on which the sea immediately became calm. 
God, whose design was mercy, not destruction, cauied 
Jonas to be swallowed up by a great fish, in which be 




remained for three days and three nigbta, daring which 
he humbly and earnestly called on God, who gracioualj 
heard his prayer, and commanded the fish to cast him on 
shore. The Lord then renewed His command, and Jonas 
no longer disobedient, went to Ninive. Having entered 
one day's journey into the city, and announced the im- 
pending judgments of God, all the people, from the 
king to tbe meanest, repented, and did penance in fasting 
and in sackcloth, on which Almighty God, who only 
desired their repentance, forgave them. Jonas fearing 
that he might pass for a false prophet, was angry at the 
clemency of God, and left the city. He sat at some dis- 
tance, when God caused an ivy to grow up and shade 
him, to the great joy of Jonas, who was fatigued and 
oppressed by the heat of the sun. God was willing to 
instruct his people, and caused a worm to settle in the 
ivy, which on the following day destroyed it, leaving 
Jonas exposed to the heat, at which, when he complained, 
God expostulated with him for grieving at the loss of that 
which he had not reared, and which was the growth of only 
3 day; adding, " Shall not I then spare Ninive, that 
gnat city in which are a hundred an&Avicntg " 
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who know not how to distinguish between their right hand 
i and their left" 

1 Of what was Jonas* s imprisonment in the whale and his 
i miraculous coming forth alive after three days a figure ? 
Of the burial and glorious resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Matt xii. 40.) 



\ 

Lesson Fifty-seventh. 
A.M. 3231 to 8269,] [A.C. 769 to 731. 

KINGS OF JUDA — JOATHAN, ACHAZ, EZECHIAS. 
Joathan. A.M. 8231. 

Who succeeded As arias, (or Ozias,) king of Juda ? 

His son Joathan, at the age of twenty-five, a good and 
pious king. He reigned sixteen years, during which he 
ornamented the Temple, built several cities, and made 
the Ammonites tributary. (2 Par. xxvii.) 

Achaz. A.M. 8247. 

Who succeeded Joathan T 

His son Achaz, at the age of twenty, who also reigned 
sixteen years. He was an impious, idolatrous king. He 
removed the sacred vessels, shut up the Temple, and 
built altars to idols in several parts of Jerusalem. For 
his great impiety, God permitted him to be grievously 
harassed by the kings of Israel, Syria, and Assyria, 
though he sought to make the latter his ally by great 
presents. (2 Par. xxviii.) 

Ezechias. A.M. 3263 to A.M. 3269, the six first years 

of his reign. 

Who succeeded Achaz in the throne of Juda ? 

His son Ezechias, at the age of twenty-five, who, on 
coming to the throne endeavoured to plant true virtue and 
religion where impiety and superstition had fta\mstaa<L 
He reopened the Temple, caused it to \>fc \nxt&&&., «sA 
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invited all Israel to celebrate the Pasch. Many Israelites 
accepted the invitation, though the greater number derided 
the piety of the king ; but all Judah were faithful, and 
the Pasch was celebrated with greater solemnity and mag- 
nificence than it had been from the time of Solomon. 
Ezechias assembled the priests and Levites, who were 
dispersed, and re-established the primitive order and 
observances of divine worship. Having performed the 
duty he owed to God, the good king next turned bis 
attention to the happiness and security of his subjects 
and the independence of his dominions. With the 
assistance of God strengthening him in all his under- 
takings, he recovered the cities that had been taken from 
Juda, and shook off the Assyrian yoke, which was imposed 
in the reign of Achaz. 



Lesson Fifty-eighth. 
A.M. 3281 to 8269.]* [A.C. 769 to 781. 

CONTEMPORARY SINGS OF ISRAEL TO THE ASSYRIAN 

CAPTIVITY. 

What kings reigned in Israel from the first year of (hi 
reign of Joathan to the sixth of Ezechias ? 

Phacee and Osee. Phacee reigned twenty years. 
During his reign, Theglathphalasar, king of Assyria, in- 
vaded Israel, and carried away a great number of captives. 
Phacee was killed by Osee, who, after an interregnum! of 
nine years, came to the throne and reigned nine years, 
the first three of which he was contemporary with Achaz, 
king of Juda, (4 Kings xvii.,) and the last six with 
Ezechias. In a fruitless attempt to free himself from a 
tribute he had undertaken to pay to the Assyrians, he 

* Date of the captivity of Israel. 

. f An interregnum of nine years, deduced from 4 Kings xvL 1, 

and 4 Kings, xvii., 1. Achaz ascended the throne of Juda in the 

17th year of the reign of Phacee, who reigned twenty years, cons* 

quently survived the accession of Aehax only three years ; but it 

was not until the 12th of Achaz that Owe a&cesx&»dO&ft tarou*. 



SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 127 

lost the kingdom, for Salmanasar invaded it, and took 
Samaria after a siege of three years, abolished the king- 
dom of Israel, and led the people into captivity. (4 Kings 
xvii.) 

Where did Salmanasar locate the captives ? 
. He placed some in Ninive, others he scattered through 
Media. 

How did Salamanasar repeople the land of Israel? 

He sent thither people from Babylon, Cutha, and other 
places, who being on their arrival grievously harassed by 
wild beasts, he sent them, by the advice of his counsellors, 
a priest to instruct them in the worship of God, but they 
united the worship of the true God with that of their 
idols, their descendants continued the worship of both, 
and this was the reason why the Jews would not com- 
municate with them. 

How long did the kingdom of Israel last ? 

Two hundred and sixty years, from the time of its 
separation from Juda by the impious Jeroboam until the 
Assyrian captivity in the ninth year of Osee. 

What was the characteristic sin of all the kings, and of 
the generality of the people of Israel? 

Idolatry, to which they were always prone, but which, 
from the time of Jeroboam they openly professed and 
almost unanimously practised ; therefore God delivered 
them into the power of their enemies, and cast them out 
of the land of their inheritance. He had repeatedly, but 
ineffectually warned them ; and more than a century 
before the destruction of Israel, there could be counted 
only seven thousand faithful servants of God in all the 
kingdom. (3 Kings xix. 18.) 
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Lesson Fifty-ninth. 

PROPHETS. 

What prophets lived from the reign of Amasias, king of 
Juda and Jeroboam II. 9 king of Israel, to the captivity of 
Israel, a space of one hundred years ? 

Jonas, Amos, Osee, Isaias, Micheas, Joel, and Abdias. 
Jonas, Amos, and Osee, began to prophesy in Israel, 
whilst Jeroboam II. reigned. (4 Kings xiv. 25, Amos i. 1, 
Osee i. I.) Osee and Isaias continued to prophesy for 
nearly a century, the former in Israel, the latter in 
Juda. Isaias began to prophesy in the reign of Azarias, 
(Ozias,) and continued until the reign of Manasses, when, 
according to the Hebrew tradition, he suffered martyrdom 
by being sawed asunder, in the persecution which was 
raised by that wicked king. Micheas began in Juda, in 
the reign of Joathan, and continued until the reign of 
Ezechias. (Micheas i. 1.) Joel and Abdias, the former 
of Juda, the latter of Israel, are supposed to have been 
contemporary with the above-mentioned. Both most 
pathetically exhorted the people, and threatened them 
with the impending judgments of God, 

Of what did Isaias prophesy ? 

Besides some matters of minor importance, he foretold 
the Assyrian and Babylonian captivity ; and described 
the coming, life, and passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with such precision that his prophecy appears more like 
a history of past transactions, than the foretelling of 
events of future and distant ages. 

Were any faithful servants of God to be found in Israel 
at the time of the captivity ? 

There were several, one in particular named Tobias, 
whose history has been preserved, was distinguished for 
his piety to God and charity to his neighbour. 
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Lesson Sixtieth. 

H1STORT OF TOBIAS — HIS VIRTUES AMD AFFLICTIONS* 

Relate the history of Tobias? 

Tobias was a good and holy man of the tribe of Nephtali, 
who, notwithstanding the bad example of those who sur- 
rounded him, never adored the golden calves set up by 
Jeroboam, but was faithful to God from his youth and 
went regularly to Jerusalem to sacrifice. His wife, named 
Anna was of the same tribe, and his son, an only child 
called also Tobias, was most carefully instructed by him in 
the law of God. When Salmanasar led Israel into cap- 
tivity, Tobias was taken with the rest ; but even in Ninive 
he continued equally faithful to God, and observant of 
His law as far as his state permitted, for which God gave 
him favour in the sight of the king, who not only allowed 
him to go from one city to another, but bestowed money 
on him, which enabled him to relieve the wants of his 
brethren. On one occasion having gone to Rages, a city 
of Media, he saw one of his kindred named Gabelus, in 
distress, and lent him all he had with him, amounting to 
ten talents of silver, for which he took Gabelus' acknow- 
ledgment in writing. On the death of Salmanasar Tobias* 
fortune changed, for Senecharib who succeeded his father 
in the empire, persecuted the Israelites, especially after 
his return from an unsuccessful attack on the kingdom of 
Juda ; and Tobias, from the charity he evinced towards 
his brethren, became an object of his special hatred ; he 
confiscated his property, and would have taken his life, 
had he not fled and remained concealed until the tyrant's 
death ; but no sooner was the immediate danger over 
than Tobias resumed his charitable labours, though re- 
monstrated with by his friends, who feared for his safety. 
Besides assisting his brethren every way in his power he 
was particularly devoted to burying the dead ; once in the 
midst of an entertainment he had made for fe^tero! o£\a& 
tribe, he heard, as he was sitting down to diimttt, fo&X tol 
Israelite lay dead in the street, arid iuimA&k\&l %&&$> 
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out sought the body and concealed it in his house until 
night when he buried it. One day being more than 




usually tired from his pious labours, he lay down to rest 
near a wall in which was a swallow's nest, and fell asleep, 
during which droppings from the nest falling on his ej» 
blinded him. This trial was permitted by God that p»- 
terity might have an example of patience in him as well 
as in holy Job ; like that patriarch he too was reviled by 
his friends, who asked to what end he had performed so 
many works of mercy, since God permitted so great sn 
affliction to befall him. But Tobias was as faithful in 
adversity as he had been in prosperity, and God having 
tried His servant for a little time abundantly rewarded 
him. When Tobias thought himself near death he gave 
his son advice as to his future conduct, informed him of 
the money he had leut to Gabelus, and desired him to 
procure a guide to conduct him to Rages in order to 
receive it. The obedient son promised to abide by his' 
father's instructions and went to seek a guide, whom God, 
mindful of the charity of old Tobias, and his patience in 
affliction, gave him in the angel Raphael, who, under the 
name and form of Azarias, undertook to conduct him to 
Rages, and bring him back safely to his father, whom he 
comforted by assuring him that his cure was at hand. 
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Lesson Sixty-first. 

THE TOUNG TOBIAS IS CONDUCTED BY AN ANGEL. — HIS 
MARRIAGE AND RETURN TO HIS FATHER. 

Accompanied by his heavenly guide, the young Tobias 
8€t out on his journey ; on the first night he reached the 
river Tigris, where going to bathe he was terrified by a 
Monstrous fish that seemed ready to devour him, on which 
be cried out to his guide, who desired him to take hold of 
tt and draw it ashore ; he obeyed, and by the angel's 
direction kept the heart, liver and gall as useful medicines ; 
ften cooked part of the fish and salted the rest as provi- 
sion for their journey. When they arrived at Rages (not 
the place of their destination, but a town of the same 
name) the angel said they would lodge at the house of 
Baguel, a kinsman of Tobias, a wealthy citizen; whose 
only daughter, named Sarah, he should demand in mar- 
riage. Tobias was startled at the proposal, as he knew 
that she had been given already to seven husbands, who 
were all killed on the day of their marriage, through the 
ualice of the evil spirit, and he feared that if the same 
:hing happened to himself his parents might die of grief; 
rat the angel calmed his fears, and instructed him how to 
sanctify his marriage. On entering the house Eaguel 
-emarked the likeness that the young man bore to his 
rinsman Tobias, and being informed by the angel that he 
vas his son, he received him with joy and prepared a 
Bast for him, of which however, Tobias refused to partake 
jntil Baguel had promised him his daughter Sarah in 
Marriage. Eaguel at first hesitated on account of the 
sudden death of her former husbands; but the angel 
laving removed his fears, he consented and gave half his 
property with her, settling the remainder on Tobias at his 
leath. When the marriage was agreed to the old people 
jo earnestly begged Tobias to rem aim with them for a 
fortnight that he could not refuse, but uiraV\YY&%to toksa 
mxiety to his parents by the least \nmeces&ttrj &&a^*\*fc 
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requested his guide to go to Gabelus and receive the 
money ; the angel did so, and brought Gabelus with him 
to the feast, who rejoiced at the prosperity of his friend's 
son, and gratefully returned what had been lent him. 
When the fortnight bad elapsed, Tobias prepared to return 
to bis parents with his wife and property J on reaching 
Gharan, which was about half way, tbe angel reminded bin 
of the state in which he had left bis father, and recom- 
mended him to hasten with himself on before, and let his 
wife and family journey by easy stages, the advice pleased 
Tobias, and they were still at a distance when they wen 
descried by Anna, who, in anxiety for her son, used to go 
every day to the top of a hill to watch bis coming ; she 
immediately announced bis approach to his aged father, 
who, through joy, ran stumbling to meet him, and his son 
by the angel's direction anointed his eyes with the gall of 
the fish, by which bis sight was restored to his own inex- 
pressible joy and that of all bis neighbours, who united 
with him in returning thanks to God. 




Lesson Sixty-second. 

DEATH OF TOBIAS. 

Seven days after the return ol Tiftaaa tia *rife and 
family arrived. In the meantime, n« foHms!ut& to \te 
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ather the many favours the guide had done him, and both 
igreed that half their property would be an inadequate 
•ecompense, which, however, they begged him to accept. 
rhe angel replied, " Bless ye the Lord of heaven, give 
glory to Him in the sight of all that live, because He 
aath shown His mercy to you ; for it is good to hide the 
secret of a king ; but honourable to reveal and confess 
the works of God. Prayer is good with fasting and 

alms more than to lay up treasures of gold I discover 

then the truth to you, and I will not hide the secret from 
yon. When thou didst pray with tears, and didst bury 
the dead, and didst leave thy dinner, and hide the dead 
by day in thy house, and bury them by night, I offered 
thy prayer to the Lord. And because thou wast acceptable 
to God, it was necessary that temptation should prove 
thee ; and now the Lord hath sent me to heal thee, and 
to deliver Sarah, thy son's wife, from the devil : for I am 
angel Raphael, one of the sev en, who stand before the 
Lord." On hearing this, Tobias and his son fell prostrate 
on the ground ; but the angel encouraged them, and 
desired them not to fear, but to bless God, and publish 
all His wonderful works, saying which, he vanished; 
after which, they continued prostrate in prayer for three 
hours, then rising, they published the wonderful works of 
God, Tobias lived forty-two years after his sight was 
restored, and terminated a long and holy life by a happy 
death, having foretold the approaching destruction of 
Ninive, and enjoined his son to leave it with his children 
and grandchildren, as soon as he should have buried his 
mother in the same grave with him. The younger 
Tobias punctually obeyed his father's commands; and 
when he had paid the last duty to his mother he removed 
with all his family to the house of his father and mother- 
in-law, to whom he performed the part of an affec- 
tionate and dutiful son. He lived to the age of ninety- 
nine, esteemed and respected by all who knew him. 
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Lesson Sixty-third. 
A.M. 3069 to 8847.] [A.C. 731 to 658. 

KINGS OF JUDA, AFTER THE ASSYRIAN CAPTIVITY. — 
CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF EZECHIAS. — MANASSES. 

What miraculous intervention prevented Senecharib (so* 
of Salmanazar) from attacking Jerusalem, when he invaded 
the kingdom of Juda in the fourteenth year of the reign of 
Ezechias ? 

Almighty God, moved by the prayer of Ezechias, sent 
an angel into the Assyrian camp, who killed in one night 
185,000 of the most valiant, including the chief officers*. 
This dreadful visitation obliged Senecharib to return to. 
Ninive with the remnant, where he was killed by his sons 
in the temple of his idol. (4 Kings xix. 35 ; Tobias i. 24.) 

What great prophet was counsellor to Ezechias ? 

The prophet Isaias, who began to prophesy in the reign 
of Azarias, and continued during the reign of Joathan, 
Achaz, and Ezechias. 

What occurred to Ezechias soon after Senecharib' s inva- 
sion ? 

He fell dangerously ill, and was desired by Isaias, on 
the part of God, to prepare for death, but he earnestly and 
with many tears besought God to prolong his life, who 
graciously heard his prayer, and commanded Isaias to tell 
him that he had prolonged his life for fifteen years ; and 
as a sign of the fulfilment of this promise He, at the 
prophet's prayer, made the shadow go back ten degrees on 
the sun dial of Achaz. 

What imprudent act did Ezechias commit through pride ? 

He exhibited all his treasures to the ambassadors of 
Berodach Baladin, King of Babylon, who came to congra- 
tulate him on his recovery ; for which God sent Isaias to' 
foretell him that they would be seized and carried to 
Babylon ; but, at the entreaty of Ezechias, the evil did 
not occur in his days. Ezechias reigned twenty-nine 
years ; six before the captivity o£ Israel and twenty-three 
after. 
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Manasses. A.M. 3*292. 

Vho succeeded Ezechias in the throne o/Juda ? 
lis son Manasses, who began to reign when he was 
[ve years old : he reigned fifty-five years, and was an 
•ious, cruel king, he re-erected the places of idolatrous 
ship which his father had pulled down, and carried his 
sedness so far as to erect altars to idols in and about 
Temple, besides which he put to death a great number 
ust persons, amongst whom, according to the Hebrew 
ition, was the great prophet lsaias, who is said to 
9 been sawed in two for reproving him. God sent 

repeated warnings in vain, and at length caused him 
e carried captive to Babylon, where, in his distress he 
lbly and contritely called upon God, who heard him, 

restored him to his kingdom. On his return 
lasses cast out all the idols, and restored the worship 
rod. (4 Kings xxi. ; 2 Par. xxxiii.) 
Hut venerable person was instrumental in saving the 
of Bethulia and the kingdom o/Juda about this time ? 
idith the widow of a wealthy citizen of Bethulia, illus- 
is for her piety, mortification, charity, and fortitude. 



Lesson Sixty-fourth, 

HI8T0RY OF JUDITH. — SIEGE OF BETHULIA. 

ebuchodonozer, king of the Assyrians, having defeated 
Medes in the twelfth year of his reign, formed the 
itious design of subjecting all nations of the earth 
is dominion, and of making them adore him as their 
for which he gave directions to Holofernes, his 
*ral, not only to subdue the people, but to destroy 
r temples, idols, and groves. Many kingdoms sub- 
ed, being unable to oppose the immense army he sent 
list them; but the Jews, encouraged by the exhor- 
>ns of the High Priest, determined to defend the 
iple. To prevent access to Jerusalem, Xto^ W&. Y*v 
dn of the mountain passes, arid iot\&&& s& ^fo&vfc 
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towns, at the same time humbling themselves in fasting 
and prayer before God. In the meantime, Holofernes, 
with his almost countless host, approached Judea, ex- 
pecting the same submission he had received from the 
neighbouring kingdoms ; but his surprise and indignation 
were excessive, when he found them prepared to resist, 
and Bethulia, a town in the mountains, in a state of 
defence. Assembling the officers of the Moabites and 
Ammonites, who, amongst others, had come to surrender, 
he haughtily inquired who these people were, and in 
what they trusted to oppose his hitherto invincible 
army. Achior, general of the Ammonites, related what 
he knew of the Jewish nation, the miracles God had 
wrought at different times for their defence or preser- 
vation, and concluded by advising Holofernes to inquire 
before attacking them whether they were guilty of 
any impiety, for in that case only could he succeed 
against them : but if they were not, their God would 
surely defend them, and make him and his army a 
reproach to the whole earth. At these words, Holofernes 
and his captains were highly incensed and causing Achior 
to be bound, sent him to Bethulia to await his doom with 
the inhabitants of the place, not doubting that they 
would soon be masters of it. The Bethulians, under- 
standing the cause of his being sent to them, comforted 
him with the hope of seeing Bethulia triumph over the 
pride of Holofernes, and having refreshed him, passed 
the whole night in prayer, imploring God to take com- 
passion on their low condition, and to humble the pride 
of their adversaries, who trusted in their numbers and 
strength. Next morning, Holofernes gave orders to attack 
the town, but seeing the determination of the inhabitants, 
he resolved to starve them into submission, and accord- 
ingly cut off their aqueduct, and placed guards at the 
springs, which reduced them to such distress that at the 
end of twenty days, they tumultuously called on Ozias, 
the governor, to surrender, declaring that they would 
rather die by the sword than await the lingering death 
which appeared prepared for them. Ozias endeavoured 
to console and encourage them, but at length promised 
to comply, if they were not relieved mft&k &* da.^ 
Judith, the widow of a wealthy citizen, \ihOt vxtifewii 
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husband's death, had passed her days in retirement, 
prayer, and mortification, hearing what Ozias and the 
ancients had agreed to, expostulated with them for their 
want of confidence, and represented to them that they 
did ill in appointing a time for the mercy of God, that 
the present chastisement was less than their sins deserved, 
and given rather for their amendment than destruction. 
She exhorted them to encourage the people by a remem- 
brance of the miracles God had heretofore wrought for 
their deliverance when in as great danger, and begged of 
them to unite in fervent prayer for the success of an 
undertaking she meditated. Judith then retired to her 
oratory. Clothed in haircloth, with ashes on her head, 
and prostrated before God, she implored the divine 
assistance, rising with renewed confidence in Divine help, 
she put off her penitential garb, and arrayed herself in 
her richest ornaments, God adding to her beauty, and 
making her appear incomparably lovely, as her dress- 
ing was not from vanity hut virtue. 



Leuon Sixty-fifth. 

THE SIEGE EAI8ED BY THE FORTITUDE OF JUDITH. 

DEATH OF HOLOFERNES. 

Attended by her maid, who carried some provisions, 
Judith passed the gate of Bethulia, where Ozias and the 
ancients were, who fervently blessed her undertaking. 
Fraying all the way, she descended the hill on which the 
town was built, and towards break of day reached the 
advanced guard of the enemy. They conducted her to 
the general, whom she complimented on the renown he 
had acquired, and by flattering him, procured a delay of 
hostilities, with permission for herself and maid to go in 
and out of the camp when they pleased, for the space of 
three days. The use Judith made of this permission 
was, to go every evening to the neighbouring valley, where, 
after bathing, she spent some time in iet\tem&T& «xA 
recollection, humbly begging of God to &\tect fcu<i tf&a&& 
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her to accomplish the deliverance of His people. Holo- 
femes, charmed with her beauty, grace, and wisdom, 
treated her with great respect, and ordered her to bo 
lodged where his treasures were stored. On the fourth 
day after her arrival he made a splendid entertainment 
to which he invited her ; Judith accepted the invitation, 
but such was her respect for the least observances pre- 
scribed by the law, and her holy fear of offending God, 
that she partook only of the food which her maid had 
brought and prepared for her : circumstanced as she was, 
alone, in the midst of pagan enemies, she professed her 
faith openly, and adhered to a religious practice, that 
many in such circumstances would consider them- 
selves more than justified in dispensing with. Towards 
the close of the entertaiment, Hoi of ernes, who had 
drank to excess, fell asleep ; all retired by degrees, 
leaving Judith alone, who, immediately taking advan- 
tage of the opportunity afforded her, placed her maid 
at the door to watch, and praying to God to strengthen 
her, cut off the head of Holofemes with his own 




sword, and wrapping it in his rich canopy, gave it to 
her maid to carry, on which both went out of the camp as 
on the preceding evenings. When they drew near the 
gate of Betbulia, Judith called to the watchmen to open, 
saying, " God is with us, who has shown his power in 
Israel." On hearing her voice they called the ancients, 
and the whole town was in motion to receive her ; by the 
light of torches they conducted W Vi «. \a^a. ^»», 
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whence, silence being procured, she exhorted them to 
return thanks to God for His manifest protection in 
strengthening her to cut off their most powerful enemy, 
and producing the head of Holoferaes, directed them to 
hang it on their walls, and at sunrise to make a vigorous 
attack on the enemy, who would be in confusion at the loss 
of their general, and so be easily dispersed. The event 
verified her prediction ; the Assyrians were completely 
routed, and the Bethulians enriched with their spoils, 
while Achior, convinced that the God of Israel was the 
true and only God, professed himself a Jew. The High 
Priest, with all the ancients, came from Jerusalem to see 
and congratulate Judith, whom they styled " The glory 
of Jerusalem, the joy of Israel, and the honour of the 
people." Far from being elated with the praises bestowed 
on her, she gave the glory of the victory to God, to whom 
she consecrated the remainder of her life in prayer, 
mortification, and holy retirement. The invasion by 
Holoferaes is supposed to have occurred in the reign of 
Manasses. 



Lesson Sixty-sixth. 
A.M. 3347 to 3402.] [A.C. 653 to 598. 

KINGS OF JUDA, FROM MANASSES TO THE ELEVENTH TEAR 

OF SEDECIAS, WHEN THE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLE 

WERE CARRIED CAPTIVE TO BABYLON. 

Amon.— A.M. 3347. 

Who succeeded Manasses ? 

His son Amon, at the age of twenty-two, who imitated 
his father in his sins, but not in his repentance. He 
was murdered by his servants, after a ie\gn. oi Vkq ^«&3&« 
[2Par.xxxhi.21.] 
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Josias.— A.M. 3349. 

Who succeeded Amon ? 

His son Josias, who was only eight years old when he 
began his reign. Holy Scripture testifies of him that no 
king before or after him so exactly fulfilled all the laws of 
Moses, and he most zealously exerted himself to extirpate 
idolatry and restore the worship of God. He purified 
the Temple and commanded the Levites to replace the 
Ark in the sanctuary, whence it was probably removed in 
one of the late impious reigns. This is he whom the 
prophet foretold to Jeroboam, King of Israel, when sacri- 
ficing at Bethel, 350 years before, who should destroy the 
altar of Bethel and burn the bones of the idolatrous 
priests on it, which Josias fulfilled. 

How did Josias end his life ? 

He was, to the great grief of the entire nation, killed 
in a battle in which he unadvisedly engaged with 
Pharaoh Necho, King of Egypt, having reigned thirty-one 
years. [4 Kings xxii ; 2 Par. xxxv.] 

Joachaz. A.M. 3380. 

Who succeeded the good King Josias ? 

His son Joachaz, at the age of twenty-three, who reigned 
only three months : he was a wicked king, and was car- 
ried captive to Egypt by Pharaoh Necho, who appointed 
his brother Eliakim, king instead, having changed his 
name to Joakim. (2 Par. xxxvi.) 

Joakim. A.M. 8380. 

How long did Joakim reign ? 

Eleven years. He also was a wicked king, for which 
he was punished during the course of his reign by the 
repeated incursions of his enemies. In the third year of 
his reign, he was, with many princes and children of the 
principal families, amongst whom was the prophet Daniel, 
then a child, carried captive to Babylon by Nebuchodonozer 
II. ; but after some time Joakim was released. The 
seventy years' captivity begins its date from the time of 
Joakim f s being carried to Babylon. 
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Joachin. A.M. 3391. 



Who succeeded Joakim ? 

His son Joachin, at the age of eighteen, who imitated 
his father's impiety, and was carried captive to Babylon, 
after a reign of only three months, together with the 
principal inhabitants, and the best artificers ; in all about 
ten thousand persons.* At the same time, the sacred 
vessels of the Temple were likewise carried to Babylon, 
together with the king's treasures, as had been foretold to 
Ezechias. 

Sedecias. — A.M. 3391. 

Whom did Nebuchodonozer appoint instead of Joachin ? 

His uncle Sedecias, son to Josias ; but, unlike his good 
father, he was impious and wicked. Regardless of the 
oath of allegiance he had taken to Nebuchodonozer, he 
revolted, and he and his people cruelly ill-treated the 
prophet Jeremias and the other prophets whom God sent 
to exhort them to repentance before His just and often 
threatened judgments would overtake them. (2 Par. xxxvi. 

How long did Sedecias reign ? 

Eleven years. In the ninth year of his reign Nebucho- 
donozer began the siege of Jerusalem, and took it in the 
eleventh. Having killed the children of Sedecias in his 
presence, he had his eyes pulled out and sent him bound 
to Babylon ; then plundered and burned the Temple, and 
all Jerusalem with it, put the high priest to death, and 
led into captivity all that remained of the kingdom of 
Juda, except some husbandmen and vine dressers, over 
whom he placed Godolias governor ; but he gave directions 
to Nabuzardan, his general, to spare the prophet Jeremias, 
and permit him to go wherever he pleased. (4 Kings xxv. ; 
and Jer. xxxix.) 

How many years after the dispersion of Israel was Juda 
led into captivity ? 

One hundred and thirty-three years. 

* Joachin was kept in close confinement in Babylon for more 
than thirty-six years, when he was released by Evil Merodach, son 
of Nebuchodonozer. 



142 CATECHISM OP 



Lesson Sixty-seven. 

THE PKOPHET JEREMIAH. 

What circumstance led to the dispersion of the few Jewt 
whom Nebuchodonozer left t ' 

A wicked man, named Ismahel, having killed GodoKal. 
the people, fearing the vengeance of Nebuchodonozer^ 
fled into Egypt, though Jeremiah endeavoured to- dissuade 
them, assuring them that no evil would befall them if 
thev remained ; at the same time he foretold the miseries 
that would overtake them in Egypt, as Nebuchodonozer 
would invade that country ; and represented also the 
danger they would there be exposed to of falling into 
idolatry ; but they would not be dissuaded. 

Did Jeremiah accompany them in their fight to Egypt t 

Yes, they obliged him and his secretary, the prophet 
Baruch, to go, with them, promising to be guided in all 
things by Jeremiah, but soon, to his inexpressible grief; 
they declared themselves idolators, and, according to the 
Hebrew tradition, stoned him and Baruch to death. 

Was Jeremiah advanced tw years at his death 2 

He was ; his age is not recorded, but he must have 
been very old, as he prophesied for nearly a. century, 
having begun in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josias* 
and he survived the release of Joachin from prison in 
the thirty-seventh year of his captivity. 

What prophets preached between the Assyrian and 
Babylonian captivity ? 

Besides those already mentioned, Jeremiah, Nahum, 
Sophonias, and Habacuc, preached in Judea, and Daniel 
and Ezechiel in Babylon. 

What became of the Tabernacle, Ark of the Covenant, 
and Altar of Incense ? 

Jeremiah, by the command of God, had them carried 
to Mount Nebo, and there concealed in a cave, the en- 
trance to which he blocked up, and would not suffer the 
place to be marked, saying, "The place shall be unknown 
till God gather together the congregation of the people; 
and receive them to mercy." ($ Mac. ii.^ 
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What did Jeremiah order to be done with the sacred fire t 

He directed the priests to take it from the altar, and 
ide it in a deep dry pit, where it remained undiscovered 
ntil the return from the captivity. (2 Mac. i. 19.) 

Of what did Jeremiah prophesy ? 

Of the coming of our Lord, and the perpetuity of the 
priesthood. He foretold the Babylonian captivity, a 
wnishment inflicted for the idolatry And obstinate impe- 
dtence of the Jews, their return to Jerusalem after 
eventy years, and the destruction and perpetual desolation 
i Babylon on account of the iniquity of its people. 
Jer. xv., xxix., xxxii., xxxiii.) 



Lesson Sixty-eighth. 



THE PROPHJCT EZECHIEL. 

Of what did Mzechiel prophecy ? 

He foretold in Babylon what Jeremiah did in Jerusalem; 
the approaching desolation of that city, and the captivity 
of its king and people: with their restoration and the 
rebuilding of the Temple. Ezechiel also foretold the 
coming of our Lord, who would himself be the shepherd 
of His people. (Ez. xii., xvii., xxxiv., xxxix.) 

What exemplification did God give Ezechiel of the deli- 
verance of His people from captivity, and their restoration 
to their former greatness ? 

He placed him in spirit in the midst of a plain which . 
was covered with dry bones, and having made him con- 
sider them attentively, asked " Dost thou think these 
bones shall live :" to which Ezechiel replied, " Lord, 
Thou knowest:" then God desired him to command the 
bones to come together, and resume their former position. 
Having dbne so, the bones with noise and commoUotv 
TOtrie, each one to its joint as he spoke, &ia fcvtvara* wA 
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flesh came on them, and the skin was stretched overthem. 
Then by the Divine command Ezochiel called on the 




spirit to reanimate them, and they stood up, on 

ingly great army. " These bones," said Almighty Qo4 
" represent the house of Israel, they say, our bones «* 
dried up, and our hope is lost, and we are cut off; then- 
fore prophecy, and say to them, thus saith the Lord God: 
Behold, I will open your graves, and will bring you out 
of your sepulchres, my people, and will bring yon into 
the land of Israel." 

Relate the vision Ezechiel had in the fifth year ofik 
captivity of King Joachin ? 

Being on the bank of the great river Ghobar or Euphrates, 
he perceived a whirlwind rising from the north, which 
enlightened the atmosphere around. In the midst of tin 
fiery cloud appeared four living creatures, who in shape 
and body had the likeness of a human figure ; hut than 
heads and feet were of a very singular appearance. For 
each one had four faces in an opposite direction, looking 
towards the four points of the heavens. The face of a 
man was on the fore part of all the four ; the face of • 
lion on the right. On the left was the face of an ox, 
and behind was the face of an eagle rising somewhat 
higher. They had four wings, one on every side, and 
under each wing a hand, resembling that of a man ; their 
legs were straight, and the sole of their foot was like that 
of a calf. Two of their wings covered each one's body, 
and the other two were extended onl Vi&»4 wj at. it wen 
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ady for flight. Whenever they moved, and they moved 
the impulse of the Spirit directed them, their motion 
as straightforward, and they ran and returned like 
fishes of lightning. Neither did they turn about when 
ley went, each one having his face always pointing 
>rward. Their whole figure glowed with the appearance 
f burning coals and bright flaming lamps. By the side 
f each cherub, (for the prophet tells us that he knew 
hem to be cherubim,) stood a wheel with four faces, of 
in immense size and dreadful appearance, shining like 
ihe chrysolite stone, and having their circles full of eyes. 
Each of the four wheels was a compound figure of two 
wheels, set across one another, and so formed as to run 
with equal volubility towards any one of the four points 
rf the world, without the necessity of turning. For the 
same Divine Spirit which actuated the living creatures, also 
Ktuated the wheels, and they all stood still or moved on 
in the same proportion and velocity together, as the Spirit 
rf life impelled them, forming,* as it were, a magnificent 
ftariot, in which the Almighty rode. For over the heads 
rf the living creatures was expanded the likeness of the 
innament, resembling crystal, and above the firmament 
i throne shining like the sapphire stone, and on the 
krone was the appearance of a man glowing like resplen- 
ant brass from his loins upwards, and from his loins down- 
ards like shining fire. At the sight of this awful vision, 
Izechiel fell upon his face. The Lord bade him rise, 
id announce His judgments to the children of Israel. 
lz. xxxvii.) 
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Lesson Sixty-ninth, 

THE PROPHET DANIEL IN THE COURT OF NEBUCBODON0S0& 

Of what did Daniel prophesy ? 

He foretold not only the coming of our Lord, but the 
time in which He would come; the rebuilding of Jeru- 
salem, its final destruction, the cessation of the Jewish 
sacrifices, and the rise and fall of several great empires. 
(Dan. ix. 24, and xi. 81.) 

In what manner did Daniel live in the court of Neb* 
chodonosor, when selected with other Hebrew children to 
wait on the king, and be instructed in the learning of the 
Chaldees ? 

He lived most frugally and abstemiously, though sur- 
rounded with every delicacy, despising all that he might 
serve God faithfully. The Lord therefore blessed him 
and his companions that followed his example, made them 
look better than those who were nourished with exquisite 
meats, and gave them understanding and wisdom beyond 
all who were educated with them. To Daniel also, He 
added the gift of prophesy. (Dan. i.) 

How was Daniel specially introduced to the notice if • 
the king ? j 

Nebuchodonosor had a dream which greatly terrified I 
him, but having forgot it when he awoke, he sent for hjs .! 
wise men and soothsayers, and commanded them, under 
pain of death and confiscation of property, to inform 
him both of the dream and its interpretation. They re- 
monstrated, saying, that he required an impossibility ; but 
said they would interpret the dream if he related it 
This he considered an attempt to gain time, and deceive 
him, and accordingly gave orders for their immediate exe- 
cution : several were put to death before Daniel heard of 
it, and as the sentence extended to all the wise men, 
Daniel and his companions were included ; he imme- 
diately went to the king and begged some respite, then 
returning to his house, he and his three companions 
Ananias, Azarias and Misae\ united m tetwcx \jtv}«t V\ 
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God who graciously heard them, and revealed the dream 
to Daniel that night. Having returned thanks to God 
he went to the king and interpreted his dream ; for which 
he raised him to great dignity, Hnd at his request placed 
Amnios, Azarias and Misael over the works of Babylon. 
Daniel was known to the Chaldees by the name of 
Baltaasar, and hiB companions as Sidrach, Misach and 
Abdenago. (Dan. ii ) 




Relate Nebuchodonotor't dream anil its interpretation ? 

He dreamed that he saw a terrible colossal statue, the 
head of which was made of gold, the breast and arms of 
iilver, the body of brass, the legs of iron, the feet partly of 
iron, partly of clay. Having observed it some time, a stone 
not cut with hands rolled from a mountain, and struck the 
statue on the feet, broke it in pieces, and crumbled the 
whole into dust, which was blown away by the wind ; and 
the atone became a mountain which filled the whole 
earth. Such, king, said Daniel, was your dream ; and 
this is the interpretation : the head of gold denotes you 
and your kingdom ; another less powerful than you shall 
succeed you as denoted by silver, which shall be followed 
by a third of brass ; and the fourth shall be of greater 
strength, as denoted by iron ; but it shall be divided, 
being partly strong and partly weak, as denoted by iron 
mixed with clay. Then shall God raise a fifth, which 
shall last for ever, and shall utterly destroy and consume 
those that preceded it. (Dan. ii.) 
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A.M. 3403 to 3408.] Leuon Seventieth. [A.C. 598 to 599. 



Relate what youremember of the miraculous preservation 
of Stdrach, MisacA, and Abdenago, when east into tKefitrf 
furnace. 

Nebuchodonosor having made a great golden statue, 
erected it in a plain near Babylon, and ordered the 
nobles, magistrates, rulers, and all in authority to attend 
at its dedication ; and at a signal given by musiol 
instruments, to fall down and adore it, commanding that 
any one who refused should be cast into a fiery furnace. 
When the signal was given, all prostrated eicept the 
Hebrews, who being immediately brought before the 
king, he, in great anger, repeated his command and 
threat, asking, "Who is the God that shall deliver. you 
out of my hand?" To which they replied, " Our God 
whom we worship is able to save us from the furnace of 
burning fire, and to deliver us out of thy hands, O king; 
but if He will not, be it known to thee, king, that we 
will not worship thy gods, nor adore the golden statue 
which thou hast set up." Then Nebuchodonosor, in 
great rage, ordered the furnace to be healed seven timet 
more than it was, and the strongest men in his army to 
bind Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, and cast them in. 
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king's servants threw in pitch, tow, and other com- 
ibles, until the flame arose forty-nine cubits above 
furnace, and killed all who were near it, with the 
i who cast in the three Hebrews ; but they walked in 
midst of the fire unhurt, praising, and blessing God, 
» had sent an angel with them into the furnace to 
re out the flame, and render it cool and pleasant, 
rachodonosor seeing the miracle that was wrought, 
ed on them to come forth, gave them full liberty to 
rcise their religion, and published an edict throughout 
dominions in praise and acknowledgment of the won- 
ful works of God. (Dan. iii.) 



Lesson Seventy -first. 
I, 3408 to 3452.] [A.C. 592 to 548. 

BEL AND THE DRAGON. 

Vkat means did Daniel take to prove to the king and 
)le the absurdity of idolatry t 

'he favourite idol of the Babylonians was called Bel, 
hich they erected a magnificent temple, and sent into 
lily, for the use of the idol, a large quantity of fine 
r, forty sheep, and sixty vessels of wine. The king 
t daily to the temple to adore it, and one day 
id Daniel why he did not. Daniel replied that he 
not adore idols, the work of mens hands; but that 
adored the living God who made heaven and earth. 

king expressed surprise at his doubt of Bel being a 
ig god, seeing that he consumed so much provisions. 
liel assured him that he was deceived, that Bel never 

and that he could prove it. The king ordered him 
o so, and decreed that in case he did, the priests of 
should die, but that if he failed, he should die him- 

for blaspheming Bel. The provisions being placed 
he temple, the king sealed the door with his own 
, and went away, Daniel having ikst taken \taa \rcfc- 
ion of sifting fine ashes over the ftoot. TVifc totX 
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morning, the king, accompanied by Daniel, went to the 
temple, and having opened the door, seeing that the 
place was empty, began to extol Bel, but Daniel directed 
his attention to the prints of feet in the ashes The 
king, seeing the footsteps of men, women, and children, 
sent for the priests, and obliged them to show the secret 
door, by which they entered and carried away the pro- 
visions. Then, being greatly incensed, he condemned 
them to death, and permitted Daniel to destroy Bel and 
the temple. 

Did the Babylonians pay divine honour to any other 
object besides Bel ? 

They did, to a great dragon which, next to Bel, wis 
held in the greatest veneration by them. This, the king* 
told Daniel he ought to have no objection to worship, ts 
he could not deny that it had life; to which Daniel 
replied, that if he permitted him, he would kill the 
dragon without sword or club. The king having assented, 
he gave it a composition, on eating which it burst; and 
Daniel took that opportunity to point out the absurdity of 
worshipping such things. (Dan. xiv.) 

How did the Babylonians act when they heard what 
Daniel had done? 

They assembled seditiously, and threatened to destroy 
the king and his house unless he delivered Daniel to 
them. He reluctantly yielded, not being able otherwise 
to appease them, and they immediately threw Daniel into 
the lion's den, where he remained six days. On the 
seventh, the king went to lament him, but seeing him 
sitting in the midst of the lions, had him instantly 
taken out and glorified the God whom he adored. He 
then caused Daniel's enemies to be thrown in, and the 
lions immediately devoured them. 

How was Daniel supplied with food while in the lunt* 
den? 

By a prophet of Judea, named Habacuc, who having 
prepared a dinner for some reapers, was carrying it to 
them, when an angel desired him to take it to Daniel, 

* The king here spoken of is supposed to be Evil Merodach, the 
son and successor of Nebuchodonoaox 11., «xA * ^reax tviw&xec to 
the Jews. 
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a was in the lion's den in Babylon, and on his replying 
t he never saw Babylon, nor knew the den, the angel 
k him up by the hair and carried bim thither. After 
niel had partaken of the food thus miraculously con- 
ed, the angel presently set Habacuc again in his own 
ice. (Dan. riv.) 

What impending judgment did Daniel foretell to Nebu- 
tdonomr 11 .,* and what advice did he give him to avert it? 
That he would be cast out from the society of men for 
'en years, and have for his companions the beasts of 
a field until he acknowledged the power of God, and 
i entire dependence on him. Daniel advised him to 
leem bis sins with alms, and his iniquities with works 
mercy to the poor that God might forgive him. But 
the end of a year, Nebuchodonosor walking in his 
lace, and beholding with delight the glory that sur- 
unded him, in the pride of his heart, attributed all to 
9 own excellence and power; then a voice from heaven 
onounced the sentence which Daniel had predicted, 
A Nebuchodonosor became a companion for beasts, and 
s driven from the society of men for seven years. 




hen they had expired his reason was restored, and he 
!ssed the hand that bad chastised him, acknowledging 
j power, the justice, and wisdom of God, who then 
itored to him his kingdom with additional majesty. — 
an. iv.) 
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Lrtton Sevenly-eeeond. 
A.M. 3452 to 3453.] [A.G. 648 to MI. 




What other remarkable interpretation and prediction of* ' 
Baniel't tea* immediately followed by the fulfilment? 

Baltassar, who is believed to be the son of Evil Mwo- 
daeh, in the seventeenth and last Tear of his reign, made 
a splendid entertainment lor a thousand of his nobles, 
during which, he ordered the sacred vessels that wen 
brought from the Temple of Jerusalem, to be produced for 
the use of himself and guests. Scarcely had he and they 
profanely drunk out of them, when the fingers of a man's 
hand appeared writing characters on the wall, which none 
of the wise men could decipher, and the king in great 
trouble anxiously sought for one who could read and 
interpret the mysterious writing, promising to clothe in 
purple, and exalt to the third dignity in the kingdom any 
who could do so. The queen hearing of the king's 
disquiet came into the banquet-room and endeavoured to 
calm his agitation ; at her suggestion Daniel* was sent for, 

* Daniel waa at this time about eighty -seven yenia old, being 
eighteen when carried to Bibylon \\ii\i JonVoo, vlw fear before 
Nabopolaeei 's death, whose son Nebnc\iu4u\ioiDt W. isupwi feW-Y 
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whom the king renewed his promises of reward : 
aiel replied, "Thy rewards be to thyself, and the gifts 
hy house give to another, but the writing I will read to 
3, king, and show thee the interpretation thereof." 
m reminding Baltassar of the punishment that befel 
mchodonosor for his pride, and representing to him 
; notwithstanding his being aware of it, he had lifted 
self up against the Lord of heaven, and profaned the 
derated vessels of his Temple, he read as follows : 
ane, Thecel, Phares ," Mane, God hath numbered thy 
[dom, and hath finished it. Thecel, " thou art 
[hed in the balance and art found wanting. Phares, 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
dans." (Dan. v.) 

r ow soon was the prediction fulfilled ? 
hat very night the Medes gained an unexpected 
ance into Babylon, Baltassar was slain, and Darius 
nded the throne. 

our was that great city Babylon taken in one night ? 
rrus, general of the combined forces of the Medes and 
ians at the time besieging Babylon, seeing that on 
mt of the great strength and extent of the city there 
little probability of being able to take it unless by 
agem, devised an extraordinary way to gain an 
roce. The great river Euphrates ran through the 
•e of the city, and Gyrus meditated no less than 
ing its course and marching his army through the 
)ed of the river : accordingly, with great labour he 
a deep ditch cut half round the city connected with 
Euphrates below Babylon, and separated above only 

dam. The night of Baltassar's feast he put his 

!Ct in execution ; breaking the dam, and turning the 

into the channel he had cut for it, he led his army 

Dut opposition into the centre of the city, by what the 

'Ionian s considered their best defence, whilst they 

engaged in banqueting, not thinking an enemy 
I approach them. 

years ; his son, Evil Merodach, (wo years, and Baltassar seven- 
Between Baltassar and Evil Merodach two kings of a diffeient 
signed, one for four years, the other nine months. Daniel sur- 
to the reigu of Cyrus, who succeeded Darius \\& Vta&fe, >&& 
if supposed to hare reigned but one year in B&\fj\otl. 
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Lesson Seventy -third. 

PROPHECIES OF THE CAPTURE OF BABYLON. 

Was the taking of Babylon foretold long before by tk 
prophets ? 

Yes, nearly 200 years before by Isaias ; also by Jeremias, 
with the manner in which it should be taken, the people 
who should overthrow it, and the name of the general 
who should command them, together with the occurred* 
that should bring the vengeance of God on the city. 

Repeat the prophecies that describe the manner of to 
capture ? 

41 I have caused thee to fall into a snare, and thou art 
taken, Babylon, and thou wast not aware of it, (Jer.L 
24,) thou that dwellest upon many waters, (Jer. li. 18,) a 
drought is upon them, (Jer. 1. 38,) the fords are taken, 
and the marshes burned with fire, and the men of war 
are affrighted. (Jer. li. 32.) The king of Babylon ha& 
heard the report of them, and his hands are grown 
feeble. (Jer. 1. 43.) I will make her princes drunk, and 
her wise men, and her captains, and her rulers, and her 
valiant men, and they shall sleep an everlasting sleep." 
(Jer. li. 57.) 

Repeat the prophecy that mentions the names of the 
combined forces that should attack Babylon ? 

"Go up, Elam, besiege Mede Babylonia 

fallen, she is fallen, and all the graven gods thereof are 
broken unto the ground ?" (Isaias xxi. 2, 9; and Jer. li. 88.) 

Repeat the prophecy which names the general who took 
Babylon ? 

4C Thus saith the Lord to my anointed Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have taken hold of to subdue nations before 
his face, and to turn the backs of kings, and to open the . 
doors before him, and the gates shall not be shut, I will 
go before thee, and humble the great ones of the earth, I 
will break in pieces the gates of brass, and burst the has 
of iron, and I will give thee hidden treasures, and the 
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concealed riches of secret places, that thou mayest know 
that I am the Lord who call thee by thy name, the God 
of Israel, for the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel 
my elect, I have even called thee by thy name, I have 
made a likeness of thee, and thou hast not known me." 
(Isaias xlv.) 

Repeat the prophecies of the occurrences which brought 
the judgment of God on Babylon ? 

" Get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans, 
who sayest, " I am, and there is none else besides me." 
** I was angry with my people, and gave them into thy 
hands, and thou hast shown no mercy to them. Behold 
I come against thee, thou proud one, saith the Lord of 
hosts." (Isaias xlvii , Jer. 1. 81.) "The Lord hath raised 
up the spirit of the kings of the Medes, and his mind is 
against Babylon to destroy it, because it is the vengeance 
of the Lord, the vengeance of His Temple." (Jer. 1. 11.) 
"It shall be no more inhabited for ever, and it shall not be 
founded unto generation and generation." (Isaias xiii. 20.) 



Lesson Seventy-fourth. 
A.M. 3453 to 3454.] [A.C. 547 to 546. 

DANIEL IN THE LION'S DEN. 

How was Daniel treated by Darius ? 

With every mark of esteem which excited the envy of 
the courtiers, who consulted together in order to discover 
something to accuse him of, and not succeeding, devised 
a plan by when they hoped to gratify their unjust hatred. 
Waiting on Darius, they prevailed with him to issue a 
decree forbidding all under pain of death to present any 
petition to God or man for the space of thirty days. 
Daniel, though aware of the decree, performed his daily 
devotions as usual. This his enemies expected, and 
reported to the king, requiring the immediate execution 
of the edict. Darius, in great trouble, sought to deliver 
Urn, but the nobles would not suffer it, as (according 
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to the lawe of the Medes and Persians) a decree published 
by the king could not be annulled. Darius wi I h mwh 
grief then gave orders for Daniel's being cast into the 

lions' den ; and through grief could neither eat nor sleep 
that night. Earl; in the morning, going to the den, he 




cried in a mournful voice, " Daniel, sen-ant of the living 
God, hath thy God, whom thou eervest always, been sblt 
to deliver thee from the lions?" Daniel replied, "0 
king, my God hath sent His angel, and hath shut up the 
mouths of the lions, and they have not hurt me, forasmuch 
as before Him justice hath been found in me; yea, and 
before thee, king, I have done no offence." Then u» 
king with great joy had him taken out of the den, and 
his accusers with their wives and children immediate!* 
cast in, who were killed by the lions before they so ranch 
as reached the bottom of the den. (Dan. vi.) 

How long did the Babylonian captivity last ? 

Seventy years, as foretold by the prophet Jeremiu, 

"And all this land shall be a desolation and shall 

serve the king of Babylon seventy years." {Jer. xxv. i.) 

How did Daniel act when the seventy years had xesrlf 
expired ? 

He humbled himself in prayer and fasting, earnest)} 
imploring of God to restore His people and rebuild the 
city whereon His Name was invocated. Whilst Daniel 
persevered in prayer, he was favoured by the angel 
Gabriel appearing to him, snd assuring him not only of 
the deliverance of the peo^Vft hum \»tida(gB, but also 
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from the slavery of sin, by the coming and death of 
Christ, which he foretold him would take place in the 
seventieth week (of years) from the going forth of the 
decree to rebuild Jerusalem. (Dan. ix. 11.) 



SIXTH AGE OF THE WORLD. 



FROM THE RETURN FROM THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVJTY 
UNDER CYRUS TO THE BIRTH OF CHRI8T. A SPACE OF 
546 TEARS. 

Lesson Seventy-fifth. 
A.M. 3454 to 3547.] [A.C. 546 to 463. 

THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM REBUILT. 

By whom was the decree to rebuild the Temple published ? 

By Cyrus, in the first year of his reign. The seventy 
years' captivity being ended, he (as was foretold by Isaias) 
gave permission to all to contribute to the rebuilding of 
the Temple, and he restored the sacred vessels that had 
been carried out of it. The principal families of Juda 
and Benjamin, together with the priests and Levites to 
the number of 42,360, availed themselves of his per- 
mission to return to Jerusalem, and with 7360 servants 
marched under the conduct of Zorobabel, grandson to 
king Joachin, and accompanied by Josue, the High 
Priest, and the Prophets Aggeus and Zacharias. (Esdras i.) 

Did any people impede the rebuilding of the Temple ? 

The Samaritans did. At first, they offered to assist 
the Jews in rebuilding it; but their services being 
declined, they exerted all their influence to counteract it, 
and, by their representations to the court of Persia, suc- 
ceeded during the reign of three successes Vm%^ ^ 



158 CATECHISM OF 

space of about sixteen years) ; but in the reign of Darin! 
. Hystaspes, the prophets Aggeus and Zacharias encouraged 
Zorobabel and the people to proceed with it, and Darius 
himself contributed large sums of money. 

How did the ancients act who remembered the former 
Temple, when they saw the foundation* of the new ? 

They wept so bitterly, and cried so loud, that their 
lamentations nearly drowned the acclamations of the 
young people who rejoiced at seeing the building, (Esdras 
iii. 12); but God sent the prophet Aggeus to comfort 
and assure tbem that though that house was not to be 
compared to the former in magnificence, it should never' 
theless surpass it in glory ; that in a little time God would 
move heaven and earth, and the desired of all nations com, 
and that house be filled with glory. (Aggeus ii.) 

Whilst the Jews who returned from captivity were in 
danger from the enmity of the Samaritans, with what 
danger were their brethren who remained after the* 
threatened ? 

With utter extermination, from the fury of a wicked 
man named Aman, but God counteracted his devices, and 
raised a protector for His people in the person of Esther, 
one of their own nation, whom the king raised to the 
digoity of queen for her superior merit. 
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Lesson Seventy-sixth. 

HISTORY OF ESTHER. 

Relate the history of Esther. 

Assuerus,* king of the Medes and Persians, made a 
great feast in the third year of his reign for all the nobles 
and princes of his empire ; and in order to exhibit his 
riches prolonged it for one hundred and eighty days ; at 
the end of which he made another feast of seven days, to 
which he invited all the citizens of Susan, the capital of 
his empire ; he sent also to Vasthi, the queen, whom he 
requested to come arrayed in her royal robes, that the 
nobles and people might admire her, for she was exceed- 
ingly beautiful ; but it being unusual for Persian women 
of rank to appear at banquets, the queen refused. The 
king, thinking himself slighted in the presence of his 
nobles, resented the queen's refusal, and consulted some 
of his wise men as to how he should act ; they inflamed 
his resentment, advising him to divorce her, and select 
from amongst the most beautiful women of the empire 
one who would be worthy to reign instead. In accord- 
ance with this advice, officers were sent through all the 
provinces, and of all who were presented to the king none 
pleased him so much as Esther, whom he crowned, and 
their nuptials were celebrated with royal magnificence. 
Esther had been left an orphan when very young, and 
was brought up in sentiments of great piety by her uncle 
Mordochai, to whom she was as obedient when queen as 
during her childhood ; soon after her coronation a plot was 
laid against the king's life, which Mordochai discovered 
and disclosed to Esther, who in his name informed the 
king of it, and the matter being inquired into, the con- 
spirators were executed; but Esther did not say that 
Mordochai was related to her, because he had forbidden 
her to make known her country or people. After Esther 

* Assuerus is supposed to be the same as Darius Hystaspes, that 
id, another name for the same king, 
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was made queen, Mordochai usually sat at the palace* 
gate, jet even in that bumble position acquired the 
enmity of a powerful courtier named Aman, who being 
used to the servile homage paid him by the king's ser- 
vants, was mortified at not receiving the same from Mor- 
dochai, and discovering that he was a Jew, determined 
to be revenged not only on him but on all his country- 
men. 

Accordingly, he took occasion to represent to Assuerus 
that the Jews scattered over his dominions despised his 
ordinances ; and used laws and ceremonies peculiar to 
themselves, which rendered it expedient to exterminate 
them all, and begged the king to issue a decree to that 
effect : to which Assuerus assented, as he believed the 
statement made on such authority. Aman immediately 
proceeded to put his wicked design in execution, but first, 
superstitiously cast lots for the day on which the general 
massacre should take place, and having drawn the 
thirteenth of the twelfth month, ordered the king's 
scribes to write to all parts of the kingdom, and to com- 
mand the judges and lieutenants to cause all the Jews 
young and old to be killed on that day. At the announce- 
ment of this sorrowful news, Mordochai put on sackcloth, 
and weeping bitterly went to the gate of the palace, of 
which Esther being informed she sent in great anxiety to 
know the cause of his grief, aiid he sent her a copy of the 
edict, with an injunction to petition the king in behalf of 
her people. Esther humbly represented that none could 
go into the king's inner court unsent for, under pain of 
instant death, unless the king held out the golden sceptre 
in token of clemency ; she had not yet made known that 
she was a Jewess on account of Mordochai's prohibition, 
but he now removed it telling her that God had probably 
raised her to the throne that she might be ready to assist 
her people in their distress ; and that at such a time she 
ought to think of saving other lives besides her own. 
Esther yielding to his reasons, consented to risk her life 
for the sake of her people, but first desired that he, and 
all the Jews in Susan should unite with her in prayer and 
fasting for three days. At the end of that time laying 
aside her penitential garb, and begging of God to put a 
suitable speech in her mouth when in the fcin%'% presence, 
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ryed herself in her royal robes, and taking two 
nth her, entered the inner court in which the 
s seated on his throne, surrounded by the ensigns 

ised at the unexpected appearance of the queen, 
s looked at her angrily, at which, she turning 
,nk down ; at that moment God changed the 
pirit into mildness, hastily descending from the 
he raised her, and laying the golden sceptre on 
k told her the law was not made for her, and 
;ed her to ask what she desired, assuring her that 
re half the kingdom she should have it : when 
tly recovered to answer him, Esther requested 
)artake of the banquet she had prepared for him, 
bring A man to it : with which the king imme- 
complied. Being greatly pleased at the enter- 
t, Assuerus again asked Esther what she wished, 
ewed the promise to grant it whatever it might be, 
ied that she would open her mind to him on the 
g day, if he and Aman would again favour her by 
to her feast. The king consented ; and Aman 
t highly pleased at the honour done him ; but 
i saw Mordochai his former discontent revived to 
iegree, that as he told his wife and friends, his 
children, and honours appeared nothing to him 
as he saw Mordochai sitting at the king's gate, 
vised him to erect a gibbet fifty cubits high, and 
lorning to speak to the king to have him hanged 
iman immediately began to act on this advice, his 
nd resentment not enduring the delay of his 
until the day appointed for the general massacre 
ews. But God who watches over His servants 
the designs of the proud Aman ; that night, the 
being able to sleep commanded the annals of his 
be read for him ; on hearing the part in which it 
tioned that Mordochai discovered the plot against 
lie asked what reward he had received ; and being 
; he had got none, desired to know who waited in 
b. Aman was just come to procure the order for 
ai's execution, and was instantly called to the 
o asked him how the man shou\d \>& \msimbn«\ 
3 king wished to honour. Amau «^qq%\\^to»a 
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could be intended but himself, replied, that he should bs 
clothed in royal robes, with the crown on hie head, and 
seated on the king's horse, the first of the nobles holdinj 
the bridle, and proclaiming all along, " Thus shall be h 
honoured whom the king hath a mind to honour.' 
" Make haste," said the king, " take the robe and lb 
horse, do as you have said to Mordochai, the Jew, and M 
not in any particular." This mortification was but i 
prelude to Aman's destruction; that day, whilst in co» 
pany with the king and queen, Assuerus again asW 
Esther to mention her petition ; " If I have found law*' 




in thy sight, king," she replied, " and if it please thee, 
give me my life for which I ask, and my people for which 
I request, for we are given up to be slain; if we were lob) 
sold as slaves we should only have mourned in silence, bat 
now the cruelly of our enemy redoundeth on the king." 
Assuerus, in surprise asked whom she meant, and wb*> 
had power to do what she said ? The queen replied, " II 
is Am iin who is our adversary and most wicked eneraj." 
Aman's perturbation confirming tbe statement, Assuena 
in great auger arose, and went into the garden. Per- 
ceiving that his life was in danger, and overwhelmed with 
fear, Amnn fell at Esther's feet to beg for pity ; Assuerus re- 
turned whilst he still remained in that position, and being 
already incensed became still more so at what he consi- 
dered rudeness to the queen, and one of the attendant! 
mentioning the gibbet that Aman had prepared for Mor- 
dochai, the king ordered him to be hanged on it forthwith 
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which was accordingly done. Assuerus gave Aman's 
house to Esther, and invested Mordochai with the dig- 
nity Am an had enjoyed, by another decree counteracted 
the former, and restored peace to the Jewish people ; on 
seeing which wonderful deliverance many professed them- 
selves Jews, and worshipped the one only true God. 



Lesson Seventy-seventh. 
A.M. 3547 to 3597.] [A.C. 453 to 403. 

EDICT OF ARTAXERXES TO REBUILD THE WALLS OF 
JERUSALEM. — NEHEMIAS APPOINTED GOVERNOR. 

When did Esdras the priest leave Babylon for Jerusalem ? 

In the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes, grandson 
to Darius Hystaspes, about eighty years after Zorobabers 
return, and a number of the Jews, who had until then 
remained in Babylon accompanied him. Esdras was in- 
vested with authority from Artaxerxes to carry the pre- 
sents offered by the king and others for the service of the 
Temple, to appoint judges and magistrates, and to esta- 
blish good order in Judea, of which he held the govern- 
ment thirteen years, until Nehemias was sent with a new 
commission from the Persian court. 

When was the order given to rebuild the walls of Jeru- 
salem ? 

In the twentieth* year of the reign of Artaxerxes, at 
the prayer of Nehemias his cup-bearer, whom he appointed 
governor, and who proved himself worthy of the trust 
reposed in him, being unremitting in the discharge of his 
public duties, and most charitable and kind to the poor, 
whom he protected from the exactions of the rich. Both 
by exhortation and example he strove to induce the 
wealthy to remit the debts due to them ; and not only 

• From this date the seventy weeks (of years) foretold by Daniel 
are begun to be counted ; there being sixty-nine weeks of years, or 
four hundred and eighty-three yeais from this to the baptism of our 
Lord. 
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gave up the pension allowed him as governor but contri- 
buted largely out of his private fortune to the wants of 
the poor. 

What prophet lived after the rebuilding of the Temple! 

Malachias, the last of the prophets ; there was no 
prophet from his time until St. John Baptist, whom he 
foretold. (Mai. iii.) 

Of what did Malachias prohecy ? 

Of the coming of Christ, the rejection of the Jews 
their sacrifices, and the call of the gentiles, who should 
in every place offer to God an acceptable sacrifice. 

How many prophets left writings bearing their names t 

Sixteen : they are divided into two classes, the great 
and the minor prophets. 

Name the great prophets. 

Isaias, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, who are desig- 
nated the great, on account of the length of their pro- 
phecies. 

Name the twelve minor prophets- 

Jonas, Osee, Amos, Abdias, Micheas, Nahum, Jod, 
Sophonias, Habacuc, Aggeus, Zacharias, and Malachias. 

Why is not Baruch named among them ? 

Because the prophecy which bears his name was fort 
long time thought to be the work of Jeremiah ; and is 
even still supposed to be dictated for the most part by 
Jeremiah, though penned by Baruch. 

What space of time was included between the first end 
last of the above-named prophets ? 

About four hundred years. 

How did Nehemias procure hallowed fire after there- 
building of the Temple ? 

He sent some descendants of the priests, who, by 
command of Jeremiah, had hidden the sacred fire, to 
seek it ; but they found only thick water, which Nehemias 
desired them draw up and bring to him ; and having 
caused the altar and victims to be sprinkled with it, it 
ignited and consumed the sacrifice. (2 Mac. i.) 
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Lesson Seventy-eighth. 
h.M. 3597 to 3852.] [A.C. 403 to 148. 

CIVIL DISTURBANCE. — FOREIGN INVASION. 

How was the kingdom of Jucla governed from the time 
*f Nehemias ? 

By High Priests, of whom a regular succession was 
Maintained from the beginning. The kingdom was 
Nevertheless subject to Persia, but had full enjoyment of 
Religious liberty, and a long and prosperous peace, during 
J*hich Jerusalem was in a great degree restored to its 
ancient splendour, and the Temple adorned by the gifts of 
Several kings ; but after the conquest of Persia by Alex- 
ander the Great, and the subsequent division of his 
empire, the peace of Juda was disturbed partly by civil 
dissensions, and partly by the tyranny of the kings of 
Asia.* 

What occasioned the building of the temple on Mount 
Gerezim in Samaria, and the schism that followed ? 

Man asses, brother to Jaddua, the High Priest, married 
the daughter of a powerful man of Samaria, named San- 
ballat, contrary to the law which prohibited priests mar- 
rying out of their own nation. This disqualified him 
from performing the sacred duties of the ministry, and 
whilst he was undecided whether to renounce his sacer- 
dotal dignity or send away his wife, Sanballat, anxious 
to gratify him for his daughter's sake, promised to build 
him a temple at Gerezim like that at Jerusalem, and to 
make him priest of it. He engaged also to procure the 
approbation of Darius ; but that king being conquered by 
Alexander, Sanballat transferred his allegiance, and ob- 
tained Alexander's sanction for the intended temple. 

■ ♦ Those denominated kings of Asia were some of Alexander's 
successors who shared in the division of his conquered dominions. 
The disputes between them and the kings of Egypt made them 
occasionally seek alliance with the Jews ; at other times they claimed 
Palestine as a province. 
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The edifice was quickly raised,* and thenceforward, for 
about two hundred years, it was resorted to by those Jews 
who were unwilling to be restrained by the strictness of 
the law, and by priests, who, like Manasses, had married 
pagan wives. (Josephus, Book II., c. 8 and 9.) 

What gave rise to the attempt of Seleucus, king' of. 
Asia on the treasury of the Temple at Jerusalem ? 

The overseer of the Temple, a wicked man of the tribe 
of Benjamin named Simon, being opposed in an unjust 
design by Onias the High Priest, gave information, out 
of a spirit of revenge, that immense sums of money were, 
deposited in the treasury of the Temple, which could be 
converted to the king's use. Seleucus immediately sent 
Heliodorus, his commissary, with orders to seize it, and 
notwithstanding the remonstrances of the High Priest, 
who represented that the money was the property of 
widows and orphans who placed it there for safety, lie 
proceeded to take possession of it. 

How was Heliodorus prevented from possessing himself 
of the money P 

When the reason of his arrival in J erusalem was made 
known, Onias and all the people earnestly besought 
Almighty God to prevent the profanation of the sanctuary; 
He mercifully heard their prayer, and when Heliodorus, 
surrounded by his guards, attempted to enter, he and 
they were struck with sudden terror and faintness at the 
appearance of a horse with a terrible rider, richly adorned 
and clad in golden armour, which ran fiercely at Helio- 
dorus and struck him with his fore feet, while two young 
men, in rich attire, standing at either side, severely 
scourged him. Heliodorus fell speechless on the ground, 
and was carried out nearly dead, but at the prayer of 
Onias God restored him, and on his return to the king he 
gave testimony of the power of God. (2 Mac. iii.) 

What became of the good Onias ? 

He was deposed from the office of High Priest by the 
intrigues of his brother Jason, who procured it for himself 

* Fifty years after the erection of the Samaritan temple, Ptolemy 
Philadelphia, sent to Jerusalem to Eleazer, the high priest, (grandson 
to Jaddua,) for a copy of the Jewish law, which he gave, and with 
it six interpreters from each tribe,who translated it into Greek. This 
U what is called the Septuagint translation. 
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ig a large sum of money to Antiochus Epiphanes 
3T to Seleucus ;) but be enjoyed bis ill gotten 
only tbree years, during which he introduced 
;athen customs. He was displaced by the still 
pious Menelaus, brother to the above-mentioned 
of the tribe of Benjamin. Menelaus* being 
. by Onias for his sacrilegious robberies and other 
procured his murder ; and then, having no one 
his impiety, brought great misery on the people ; 
as, not long after, put out of office, for not paying 
stipulated for the dignity, and was succeeded by 
lly wicked brother Lysimachus. (2 Mac. iv.) 
civil disturbances arose about this time in Judea ? 
false rumour of the death of Antiochus, the 
Jason made an attempt to recover the dignity of 
iest, for which purpose he assembled about a 
i followers, and took Jerusalem by assault ; but 
ing killed a great number of the inhabitants he 
ngth compelled to fly. Antiochus hearing what 
, and fearing that the Jews would forsake his 
returned out of Egypt, where he had been at 
stormed Jerusalem, which he took, and spared 
oung nor old, so that in the space of three days 
. 80,000, made prisoners of 40,000 ; and sold 
lore for slaves. (2 Mac. v.) 
id Menelaus act on that occasion ? 
1 the impious Antiochus into the Temple, who 
msly took the sacred vessels in his hands, and 
he treasury of the Temple of 1,800 talents. 

directions did Antiochus give the governors he 
' in Judea ? 

Dress and afflict the people ; and, on his return 
h, he sent Appolonius, whose hatred of the Jews 
known, with an army of 22,000, and directions 
the men and sell all the women and children. 
fkeans did Appolonius take to execute his cruel 

ling peace, he went to Jerusalem, and there 

ras was afterwards put to dea$i fbr causing civil distur- 
Mac. xiii. 6.) 
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waited until the Sabbath, when he armed his soldiers, 
and killed a great multitude without opposition ; for the 
Jews, through respect for the Sabbath, suffered themselves 
to be killed without making any resistance. 



Lesson Seventy-ninth, 
A.M. 3852 to 3853.] [A.C. 148 to 147. | 

MARTYRDOM OF ELEAZER AND OF THE SEVEN MACHABEE8. 

What further marks of hatred did Antiochus give f 

He commenced a furious persecution on account of 
religion, placed an idol in the Temple, defiled the altar, 
put a great number to death, who refused to conform to 
the superstitions of the heathens, and struck such 
universal terror, that many had not fortitude to profess 
their religion, and apostatized, whilst others fled and hid 
themselves in caves, (l.Mac. i , and 2 Mac. vi.) 

Relate some particulars of that persecution ? 

Among the most remarkable persons who suffered 
martyrdom during, it was Eleazer, one of the chief 
scribes, who was ninety years of age, beloved and vene- 
rated by all for his great piety. In the heat of the per- 
secution, some of his friends, through mistaken pity, 
endeavoured to induce him to elude the edict of Antiochus, 
by eating lawful meat under pretence that it was swine's 
flesh, which was forbidden by the law of Moses ; but he 
generously refused, saying that it would ill become him 
at his age to dissemble, and for the preservation of a cor- 
ruptible life, to scandalize the young, and bring on himself 
the inevitable judgment of God, whilst, by suffering 
death courageously, he would prove his fidelity to God, 
and leave to his brethren an example of fortitude. He 
was immediately led to execution, and, when about to 
expire, prayed in these words, " Lord, who hast the 
holy knowledge, thou knowest manifestly that whereas I 
might be delivered from death, I suffer grievous pains 
in body, but in soul am well content to suffer these thingi 
because I fear thee." 
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What other distinguished persons suffered martyrdom 
4mt the same time t 

Seven brothers, usually called the Machabecs. and their 
Bother ; Antiochus piesided at their trial, and used every 
Sort to shake tbeir constancy. Beginning with the 
Idest, he had him cruelly tortured and finally put to 
leath in presence of his mother and brethren : he acted 
awards the rest in like manner, until only the youngest 
emaraed, the mother animating and courageously ei- 
orting them, all the time, to persevere. The tyrant 
asperated at their constancy, resolved to overcome the 
longest, and for that purpose, omitted neither caresses 
or threats ; he promised to make him his friend, to 
inch and load him with honours, and confirmed his 
romises with an oath ; but seeing him still unshaken, 
: desired his mother to prevail on him to save his life by 
implying. She, endued with fortitude from God, bent 
wards her last surviving child, and, in the most tender 
id pathetic manner, exhorted him to enliven his faith 
id confidence in God, to despise the threats or promises 
a mortal man, and to imitate the glorious example of 
s brethren, that so she might have the consolation of 
oeiving them all in a glorious immortality. Whilst she 
litinued to exhort him, he cried out to the executioners, 
For whom do yon wait, I will not obey the king, but I 
11 obey the law of God, and offer my life for it like my 
Btbron, who now, after undergoing a short pain, are in 
Mession of eternal life." Antiochus, greatly incensed, 
ded new torments to those inflicted on his brethren. 
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which the young man endured with equal constancy, and 
like them, attained the crown of martyrdom. Then the 
admirable mother, after witnessing the martyrdom of her 
seven sons, was found worthy of a like crown, and was 
united to them in eternal life (3 Mac. vii ) 

In what other way did Antiochus manifest his hatred of 
the Jewish religion ? 

He destroyed the sacred writings, and put those to 
death with whom they were discovered. (1 Mac. i. 59) 

What remarkable declaration did the youngest of the 
Machabees make when about to die t 

That the wickedness of the nation was the causa of 
God sending that scourge on them for their chastisement, 
but not for their utter destruction. (2 Mac. vii. 83.) 



Lesson Eightieth. 
A.M. 3853.] [A.C. 147. 

HTSTOHY OF THE ASAMONEAN FAMILY. — MATHATHTAS. 

Whom did. God raise to assist his people ? 

A holy priest named Mathathias, who with his family 
and kindred determined to die rather than renounce their 
fidelity to God. Leaving Jerusalem, he retired to his 
native city, Modin, but the persecutors arriving there 
soon after, he being a ruler in the city, was called on to 
give an example of compliance to his fellow-citizens. This 
he steadfastly refused, and being transported with zeal, 
slew an Israelite who had just come to sacrifice to an idol, 
threw down the altar, killed the officer who had caused 
the man's apostacy ; and calling on all who were zealous 
for the law of God to follow him, fled to the mountains, 
where being joined by a great number, he soon found 
that he had sufficient force to attack the enemy, of whom 
he slew a great many, put more to flight, and preserved 
those who were zealous for the law in comparative peace 
to the end of his life. (1 Mac. \i?j 
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What instructions did he give his children when he was 
near death ? 

He exhorted them to be faithful observers of the law of 
God, and willingly to sacrifice their lives, if necessary in 
its defence, he reminded them of the covenant God made 
fcith their forefathers, and the repeated miracles he had 
performed on behalf of those who were faithful to Him ; 
he cautioned them not to fear the words of sinful man, 
who to day is and to-morrow will have returned to the 
earth whence he came. Mathathias then appointed Simon 
adviser of his brethren, for he was endued with the spirit 
of counsel, and named Judas Machabeus, who was valiant 
from his youth, general of the army. (1 Mac. ii. 49.) 

How many sons had Mathathias ? 

Five, Judas, who succeeded him in the government, 
(1 Mac. iii. 1.) Eleazar, who was crushed in battle by an 
elephant, which he slew, thinking that Antiochus Eupator 
"Was on it, and hoping by his death to terminate the evils 
of his country, (1 Mac. vi. 43.) John, who was treacher- 
ously killed by the children of Zamri, (1 Mac. ix. 86.) 
Jonathan and Simon (1 Mac. xiii. 8), who successively 
governed Juda with wisdom and piety, restored the strict 
observance of religion as prescribed by Moses, made their 
country respected among nations, and formed leagues of 
friendship with the the Romans, Greeks, Egyptians and 
Asiatics. 

How did Antiochus Epiphane* act when he heard of the 
victories pained by Judas Machabeus over his generals t 

He immediately set out for Judea, vowing to make 
Jerusalem a grave for the Jews, and resolving to revenge 
on them the disgrace of a defeat he received in Persia. 
Bat God checked his pride. Falling from his chariot; 
which in his excessive anger he had driven with the 
greatest violence, he was so much hurt that he had to be 
carried in a litter ; and God at the same time struck him 
with a painful incurable distemper, worms swarmed from 
his body which emitted such a stench that it became in- 
tolerable to himself and to the whole army. Then entering 
into himself, he acknowledged the power of God and His 
just judgment, and begged for his life, promising to treat 
the Jews with clemency, and even to confer d\gci\V\e* <m 
them, to adorn the Temple which before YietaiA x<$dte&.\ 
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to become a Jew himself, and to go through the world 
proclaiming the power of God. But his sorrow being 
extorted only by pain came not from the heart, and was 
not accepted, which should teach us that repentance 
deferred to the last hour though accompanied with all the 
verbal protestations of Antiochus, is not to be relied on. 



Lesson Eighty-first. 
A.M. 3853 to 3855.] [AC. 147 to 146 ] 

MATHATHIAS IS SUCCEEDED IN THE GOVERNMENT BY HIS 

SON JUDAS MACHADEUS. 

What was the first care of Judas Mackabeus after hi 
had driven the enemy from his country ? 

He repaired and refurnished the Temple, erected a new 
altar of holocausts, carefully collected the sacred writiags 
which were scattered during the war, and caused the 
sacrifices and other observances to be resumed. He also 
fortified Mount Sion. (2 Mac. x.) 

In what manner did Judas Mackabeus usually prepare 
for battle t 

By prayer, fasting, and mortification, which procured 
him the blessing and manifest protection of God, enabling 
him on several occasions with a few soldiers to defeat the 
great armies that came against him. (2 Mac. ii. 14.) 

On what occasion did Judas Mackabeus procure Men" 
fice to be offered for the dead ? 

After a signal victory he had gained over* Antiochus 
Eupator's general, having come lo bury some of his 
soldiers who were killed in battle, he discovered under 
their clothes the donaries of idols, and seeing that their 

* Antiochus Eupator was the son of Antiochus Epiphanes, and 
left by him when he went into Persia, under the guardianship of 
Lysias the Regent, who had him proclaimed king on his father's 
death. Both were put to death some time after by order of Done* 

trius, who claimed the throne on a claim prior to Eupator's, and 

being joined by a number of ioUomxa v «vwic&«&s&» 
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death was in punishment of that sin, (for the Jews were 
strictly prohibited hy God to keep anything belonging to 
idolatrous worship,) he, and the survivors united in 
earnest supplication to God for their forgiveness, and 
making a eollection, Judas Machabeus sent 12,000 
drachms of silver to Jerusalem to have sacrifice offered 
for them. (2 Mac. xii.) 

What remark does Holy Scripture make on that act of 
Judas Machabeus? 

That he " thought well and religiously concerning the 
resurrection," and " that it is a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead that they may be loosed 
from their sins." 

After Judas Machabeus had governed Juda, and pre- 
f ailed over the enemies of his country for three years, what 
wicked person caused fresh miseries in the kingdom f 

Alcimus, a priest, who, being ambitious of the High 
Priesthood, went to King Demetrius at the head of 
•a number of persons devoted to his interest, accused 
Judas and his brethren, and so incensed Demetrius 
against them, that he sent him with a great army com- 
manded by Bacchides, one of his generals, to execute 
vengeance on the Jews, and establish him High Priest. 
Alcimus, supported by an army, did what he could to 
maintain his ill-gotten dignity ; but finding that Judas 
prevailed, notwithstanding all his exertions, he went back 
to the king and procured a greater army with Nicanor, a 
powerful man, and a great enemy of the Jews to command 
it. (2 Mac. xiv.) 

How did Nicanor act on entering Judea ? 

At first, awed by the valour and boldness of the Jews, 
be thought it prudent to make terms of peace, which were 
accepted 4 and for some time Judas and he were on friendly 
terms, at which Alcimus was displeased, and accused him 
to Demetrius as attached to foreign interests, which so 
incensed Demetrius that he commanded Nicanor to break 
the league immediately, and send Judas prisoner to 
Antioch. At their next interview, Judas perceiving that 
evil was intended, withdrew, and concealed himself ; but 
Nicanor resolved to execute his commission, left nothing 
nndone to discover him, and suspecting tn&X \tafc \rc\£&\& 
hBd some part in concealing him, imperioua\y commaxifcA 
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them to deliver him up. On their declaring that they 
knew not where he was, Nicanor stretched out his hand 
to the Temple, and swore that if they would not deliver 
up Judas to him, he would break the altar, and dedicate 
the Temple to Bacchus, on returning from the battle 
which he then proclaimed against the Jews. (2 Mac. xiv.) 

What was the result of that battle ? 

Judas was victorious, Nicanor's immense army being 
put to flight, and himself slain in the first onset. His 
head was carried to Jerusalem by command of Judas ; 
and the hand which he had impiously stretched out 
against the Temple was hanged up opposite to it. The 
kingdom of Juda, after this, enjoyed peace, until Alcimus, 
by fresh intrigues, obtained from Demetrius another 
army under the command of Bacchides (1 Mac. ix.) and 
(2 Mac xv.) 

What was the result of the battle fought between Judo* 
and Bacchides ? 

Bacchides was victorious. The men of Juda, forgetful 
ef the victories God had given them over armies as 
numerous, yielded to discouragement, and sought their 
individual safety by flight, until only 800 remained, who 
vainly endeavoured to dissuade Judas from engaging, 
but though greatly dispirited, he was resolved to hazard 
the battle, saying, <c If our time be come let us die man- 
fully for our brethren." And encouraging his little 
troop, the battle commenced, which was fought hard from 
morning until evening. Many fell on both sides, and 
among the rest, to the inexpressible grief of the whole 
nation, Judas was slain. (1 Mac. ix.) 
• How did Alcimus end his wicked life ? 

He died in great torment of palsy with which God 
struck him whilst he was engaged in destroying the 
works of the prophets, after having thrown down part of 
the walls of the Temple. (1 Mac. ix.) 
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Lesson Eighty-second. 

AM. 3855 to 3862 ] [A.O. 145 to 138. 

JUDAS MACHABEU8 SUCCEEDED BY HI8 BROTHERS 
JONATHAN AND SIMON. 

Whom did the Jews elect to govern them in place of Judas 
Machabeus ? 

His brother Jonathan, who was equally devoted to tho 
interests of religion. He overcame B ace hides twice, and 
then made a treaty with him ; after which, the kingdom 
of Juda enjoyed peace for nearly fourteen years. Kings 
sought the friendship of Jonathan. Demetrius and 
Alexander, (son of Antiochus,) rivals for the kingdom, 
vied with each other in honouring him ; and the latter 
conferred on him the High Priesthood. (1 Mac. x. 21.) 

What first disturbed this peace? 

Demetrius, being killed in a battle with Alexander, was 
succeeded by his son Demetrius, who appointed Apollo- 
nius, the known enemy of the Jews, his general. At 
the head of a large army, he entered Judea, determined to 
make it tributary, but was defeated by Jonathan, and the 
remnant of his army obliged to fly. After Alexander's 
death, Demetrius became Jonathan's ally, though not a 
sincere one. On occasion of a revolt in Antioch, he sent 
to him to request he would assist in quelling it, promising 
in return to remove those of his subjects who held the 
castle of Jerusalem and other strong places whence they 
annoyed the peaceable inhabitants ; but when Jonathan 
had succeeded in restoring Demetrius to the peaceable 
possession of his throne, instead of a reward he received 
great annoyance from him. (1 Mac. x. and xi.) 

With whom did Jonathan renew treaties of peace and 
friendship ? 

With the Romans and Lacedemonians. 

By what means was the peace of the kingdom again dis- 
turbed? 

By the intrigues of an ambitious man named Tryphon, 
who was originally of king Alexander's party, after whose 
death he joined Demetrius ; but perceiving that he was 
unpopular, left him, and procured the young Antiochus, 
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son of Alexander, to be proclaimed king ; he. next desired 
the sovereignty for himself, but, through fear of Jonathan, 
durst not attempt any thing against the young Antiochus, 
who, as well as his father, was an ally of the Jews. 
Tryphon therefore determined to remove Jonathan, and 
entered Judea with a considerable army, but finding 
Jonathan prepared to meet him, he had recourse to 
treachery, and under pretence of friendship got him into 
his power, and made him prisoner. (1 Mac. xii.) 

How did Jonathan's brother Simon act when he heard of 
Tryphon' s treachery ? 

He went to Jerusalem, assembled the people, and offered 
himself as their leader in place of his brother, which offer 
they joyfully accepted, and promised him obedience. 

What was Simon's first care on being appointed High 
Priest and judge ? 

He fortified Jerusalem, finished its walls, and placed a 
garrison in Joppa. 

How did Tryphon act when he understood that Simo* 
prepared for war with him ? 

He sent messengers to him to say that he detained 
Jonathan because he owed money to the king ; and that 
he would liberate him on condition that Simon would pay 
one hundred talents of silver, and send Jonathan's two 
sons to him as hostages, to secure that their father would 
not revelt when set at liberty. 

Did Simon believe him ? 

No ; but nevertheless he was constrained to yield to 
Tryphon's demand, lest the people should murmur, sup- 
posing Jonathan lost, because the money and children 
were not delivered for him. (1 Mac. xiii.) 

How did Tryphon act when he got the children and 
money into his possession? 

He would not liberate the father, and entered into the 
country intending to lay it waste, but being erery where 
prevented by Simon, he slew Jonathan with his two sons; 
and returning home soon after, made himself king in 
place of the young Antiochus, whom he treacherously 
murdered. 

How long did Simon govern the kingdom of Juda ? 
About nine years, during Yibicb he completed what his 
father and brothers bad began fox \b& ^wA oi^Y\\>% 
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dom, repaired and rebuilt what had been destroyed by 
the wars in Jerusalem, restored the city and Temple 
nearly to their ancient splendour, renewed the treaties of 
friendship and alliance that were made with the Romans 
tod Greeks, successfully opposed all invaders of his 
country, administered justice impartially, and established 
the kingdom in peace. 

How did Simon end his life ? 

He was murdered with two of his sons by the con- 
trivance of Ptolemy, his son-in-law, who committed this 
•ct through the ambitious desire of governing. (1 Mac. xvi.) 



Lesson Eighty-third. 
A.M. 8862 to 4000.] [A.C. 138. 

SIMON SUCCEEDED BY HIS SON JOHN HYBGANUS. 

CONCLUSION OP THE HISTORY. 

Which of Simon* s sons succeeded him ? 

John, 8umamed Hyrcanus, whom his father had ap- 
pointed general of the army during his lifetime; he dwelt at 
jazara, and got notice of the murder of his father and 
mothers in time to guard against the treachery of Ptolemy, 
vho sought his life also. He was as valiant and pious 
is the other members of his family, and distinguished 
limself while his father still lived by a victory over a 
great army sent by Antiochus (son of Demetrius) to invade 
fudea. ' 

How long did John Hyrcanus govern the kingdom ? 

About thirty-one years. Soon after coming to the 
government he capitulated with Antiochus to raise the 
riege of Jerusalem ; after which he subdued the neigh- 
bouring nations which had harassed the Jews. He 
destroyed the schismatical temple, already alluded to, 
which, two hundred years before, was built by Sanballat 
on Mount Gerizim. (Josephus, Book I., cfowp. 3».\ 

JFAo succeeded John Hyrcanus ? 

Hie son Aristobulus, who, wishing to cYimftfefoeAw^ 

\ % 
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of government, placed a crown on his head, being the first 
who did so from the time of the Babylonian captivity. 
He reigned only one year, and was odious for cruelty to 
his family, having murdered his mother and one of his 
brothers. He was succeeded by his brother Alexander 
JannsBus, who died after an unquiet reign of twenty-seven 
years, and left two sons, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus. 
(Josephus, Book L, c. 3 and 4.) 

To whom did Alexander leave the sovereign power ? 
• To Alexandra his queen ? She reigned nine years, and 
caused her elder son Hyrcanus to be made High Priest 
After her death, the younger son Aristobulus, who was 
of a bold active disposition, disputed the sovereignty with 
Hyrcanus, who was a quiet, unambitious person, and 
after a contest, in which Aristobulus was victorious, 
they made an agreement, confirmed by oath, that Aris- 
tobulus should reign, and Hyrcanus retire to his estate. 

What disturbed the harmony which then existed between 
the brothers ? 

An Idumean named Antipater possessed of consider- 
able wealth and influence in his own country, and a friend 
to Hyrcanus, never ceased to represent to him that bis life 
was in danger from Aristobulus, and that he was unjustly 
deprived of his birthright until he induced him to apply 
for foreign aid, and so involved the nation in war. The 
Romans at length restored Hyrcanus to his dignity, made 
Aristobulus prisoner, and appointed Herod, Antipater's 
son, Tetrarch of Galilee, and afterwards king. By the 
transgression of the law which prohibited the Jews having 
a king of any but Jewish race, two remarkable prophecies 
were fulfilled, one which foretold that Esau (Edom) 
would shake off his brother's yoke ; and the other, that 
tho sbeptre departing from Juda was to be the immediate 
prelude to the coming of the Messiah. 
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PROPHECIES OF THE COMING OF OUR LORD—OF THE PRINCIPAL 
EVENTS IN HIS LIFE.— OF HIS DEATH, RESURRECTION, ASCEN- 
SION, AND OF THE DESCENT OF THE HOLT GHOST. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHETS. 



" All things must needs be fulfilled which are written in the law of 
Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms , concerning me." — 
Luxe xxir. 44. 



PREDICTIONS. 

A REDEEMER IS PROMISED TO 
OUR FIRST PARENT8. 

" And the Lord God said to 
the serpent, I will put enmities 
between thee, and the woman, 
and thy seed and her seed ; she 
(or it) shall crush thy head." 
(Gen. iii. 15.) 



FULFILMENT. 



" When the fulness of the time 
was come, God sent His Son, 
made of a woman, made under 
the law : that He might redeem 
them who were under the law." 
(Gal. iv. 4.) 



THE PROMISE RENEWED TO 
ABRAHAM AND ISAAC. 

"The Lord said to Abraham. 
..In thee shall all the kindred of 
the earth be blessed." (Gen. 
xii. 3.) " Sarah thy wife shall 
bear thee a son, and thou shalt 
call his name Isaac, and I will 
establish my covenant with him 
for a perpetual covenant, and 
with his seed after him." (Gen. 
xvii. 19.) Isaac bequeathed 
the blessing to Jacob, (Gen. 
xxvii. 27 j, who left it as a rich 
inheritance to Juda. (Gen. 
zliz. 10.) 



" To Abraham were the pro- 
mises made, and to his seed. 
He saith not, and to his seeds, 
as of many ; but as of one, ' and 
to thy seed,* which is Christ." 
(Gal. iii. 16.) "The God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God 
of our fathers hath glorified His 
Son Jesus, whom you indeed 
delivered up, and denied before 
the face of Pilate, when he 
judged he should be released. 
(Acts iii. 13.) " By faith he 
(Abraham^ atad& m \ka taxA* 
dwelling in. co\ta%e& -wS&l \t»»& 
and Jacob, *ka cdbs&» ol ^a» 
same -promise.** V]A*&. t\»^» 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHETS. 



PREDICTIONS. 



SIGNS BY WHICH THE TIME OF 
THE COMING OF THE RE- 
DEEMER SHOULD BE MANI- 
FESTED. 

" The sceptre shall not be 
taken away from Juda, nor a 
ruler from Lis posterity, till He 
come that is to be sent, and He 
shall be the expectation of na- 
tions." (Gen. xlix. 10.) 



FULFILMENT. 



At the time of our Lord's 
birth, the sceptre (which seems 
to signify political power) was 
partly taken away from the Jews 
by the great power the Romans 
then exercised in Judea, and 
also by the introduction of 
Herod, who was a foreigner, ai 
king: but it was not until the 
siege and destruction of Jeru- 
salem under Titus Vespasian, a 
few years after our Lord's Pas* 
sion, that this translation of the 
sceptre was finally completed. 



FROM AMONG THE DESCENDANTS 
OF JUDA, GOD CHOSE THE 
FAMILY OF DAVID. 

" The Lord chose the tribe of 
Juda. . . . And He chose David 
His servant." ( Psalms lxxvii. 
68, 70 ) " And there shall 
come forth a rod out of the root 
of Jesse, and a flower shall rise 
up out of his root, and the Spirit 
of the Lord shall rest upon Him ; 
the spiiit of wisdom and of un- 
derstanding, the spirit of counsel 
and of fortitude, the spirit of 
■knowledge and of Godliness. 
And He shall be filled with the 
spirit of the fear of the Lord." 
(I&aias xi. 1.) " He appointed 
to David His servant to raise up 
of him a most mighty king, and 
sitting on the throne of glory for 
ever." (Eccles. xxiv. 34. ) 



" Of this man's (David's) 
seed, God, according to His 
promise, hath raised up to Israel 
a Saviour Jesus." Actsxiii.23.) 
" The angel Gabriel was sent 
from God into a city of Galilee, 
called Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of 
David, and the virgin's name 
was Mary, and the angel being 
come in, said unto her, HaU 
full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee, blessed art thou among 
women .... Behold thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and shalt 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call His name Jesus. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God shall give unto Him 
the throne of David His father, 
and He shall reign in the house 
of Jacob for ever, and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end." 
(Luke i. 26.) 



EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHETS. 
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REDICTIONS. 

TH OF TIME TO THE 
J AND DEATH OF OUR 
FORETOLD BT DANIEL. 

he going forth of the 
build up Jerusalem 
d Christ the prince, 
be seven weeks and 

reeks And after 

reeks Christ shall be 
the people that shall 
shall not be His." 
25.) 

TJRSOR OF THE RE- 
$R PREDICTED BY 
AND HALACHIAS. 

►ice of one crying in 
Prepare ye the way 
rd." (Isaias xl. 3.) 
[ send my angel, and 
repare the way before 
(Mai. iii. 1.) 



FULFILMENT. 



RETOLD THAT OUR 
ED LORD WOULD BE 
OF A VIRGIN. 

d a virgin shall con- 
bear a son, and his 
I be called Emanuel." 
ii. 14.) " Emanuel 
rpreted is, God with 
it. i. 23.) 



From the twentieth year of 
the reign of Artaxerxes, in which 
he issued the decree to rebuild 
Jerusalem, to the Baptism of 
our Lord, is computed by chro- 
uologists to be four hundred and 
eighty-three years : the term 
" weeks,'* used by Daniel, being 
universally admitted to mean 
weeks of years. 



Some of the priests and Le- 
vites being deputed to ask St. 
John Baptist, "Who art thou," 
he replied, " I am the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, make 
straight the way of the Lord, as 
said the prophet Isaias," (John 
i. 23.) Our Blessed Lord him- 
self bore testimony to St. John, 
saying, *' This is he, of whom it 
is written, Behold I send my 
angel," &c. (Luke vii. 27.) 



" Joseph her husband being a 
just man, and not willing pub- 
licly to expose her, was minded 
to put her away privately. But 
while he thought on these things, 
behold the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in his sleep, 
saying Joseph, son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife, for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost, and 
she shall bring forth a son, and 
thoushalt call his name Jesus, 
for he shall save his people from 
their sins. Now all this was 
done that it might be fulfilled 
which the Loid spoke by the 
prophet saying yte\vo\& * xvt- 
gin," &c. lltatt. V.Y&— Efc\ 
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EXTRACTS FKOM THE PROPHETS. 



PREDICTIONS 

THE PLACE OF OUR REDEEMER'S 
BIRTH FORETOLD BT MICHEAS. 

" And thou, Bethlehem 
Ephrata, art a little one among 
the thousands of Juda; out of 
thee shall He come forth unto 
me, that is to be the ruler in Is- 
rael, and His coming forth is 
from the beginning, from the 
days of eternity." (Micheas 
v. 2.) 



FULFILMENT. 



" When Jesus therefore *as 
born in Bethlehem of Juda in 
the days of king Herod, behold 
there came wise men from the 
East to Jerusalem saying, When 
is He that is born king of the 
Jews ? For we have seen His 
star in the East, and are come 
to adore Him. And king Herod 
hearing this was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him. And 
assembling together all the chief 
priests and the scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them 
where Christ should be bom; 
but they said to him, In Beth- 
lehem of Juda; for so it is 
written by the prophet." And 
thou Bethlehem," &c. (Matt, 
ii. 1—6.) 



li 



THE HOUR OF HIS BIRTH. 

" While all things were in 
quiet silence, and the night was 
in the midst of her course, Thy 
Almighty Word came down 
from Heaven from Thy royal 
throne." (Wis. xviii. 14.) 



OUR LORD'S PRESENCE IN THE 
TEMPLE FORETOLD BT AG- 
GBUS AND MALACHIAS. 

" Yet one little while, and I 
will move the Heaven and the 
earth, and the sea, and the dry 
land, and I will move all nations; 
and the desired of all nations shall 
come; and I will fill this house 



" And there were in the same 
country shepherds watching and 
keeping the night watches orer 
their flocks .... And behold an 
angel of the Lord stood by them, 
and the brightness of God shone 
round about them, and they 
feared with a great fear. And the 
angel said to them, Fear not, for 
behold I bring you good tidings 
of great jey that shall be to all 
the people for this day is bom 
to you a Saviour, who is Christ 
the Lord, in the city of David." 
(Luke ii. 8.) 



" And behold there was a man 
in Jerusalem, named Simeon, 
and this man was just and de- 
vout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Ghost 
was in him. And he had re* 



EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHETS. 
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PREDICTIONS. 

wry, saith the Lord of 

(Aggeus ii. 7.) 
d presently the Lord 
ou seek, and the angel of 
iment whom you desire 
ne to His Temple. Be- 
3 cometh, saith the Lord 
u" (Mai. iii. 1.) 



3UR LORD SHOULD BE 
)RBD BY BA8TBRN KINGS 
IN AFTER HIS BIRTH. 

se, be enlightened O Je- 
, for thy light is come, 
; glory of the Lord is 

pon thee And the 

shall walk in thy light, 
lgs in the brightness of 
ig ... .all they from Saba 
)me, bringing gold and 
:ense, and showing forth 
to the Lord." (Isaias 

; kings of Tharsis and 
ids shall offer presents, 
;s of the Arabians and of 
tall bring gifts, and all 
f the earth shall adore 
(Psm. lzxi. 10.) 



FULFILMENT. 

ceived an answer from the Holy 
Ghost that he should n>t see 
death before he had seen the 
Christ of the Lord. And he 
came by the Spirit into the 
Temple. And when His parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for Him according to the custom 
of the law, be also took Him into 
his arms, and blessed God and 
said, Now, Thou dost dismiss 
Thy servant O Lord according 
to Thy word in peace ; because 
my eyes have seen Thy salvation 
which Thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people ; a light to 
the revelation of the Gentiles, 
and the glory of Thy people 
Israel." (Luke ii.) 



" In the days of king Herod, 
behold there came wise men 
from the East to Jerusalem, 
saying where is He that is born 
king of the Jews? For we 
have seen His star in the East, 
and are come to adore Him. . . . 
Then Herod privately calling the 
wise men learned diligently of 
them the time of the star which 
appeared to them ; and sending 
them into Bethlehem, said, Go, 
and diligently inquire after the 
child, and when you have found 
Him, bring me word again, that 
I also may come and adore 

Him and behold the star 

which they had seen in the East 
went before them, until it came 
and stood over where the child 
was; and seeing the star they 
rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy ; and entering into the house 
they found the child with Mary 
His mother, and falling down 
they adored Him, and opening 
their treasures they offered Him 
gifts, gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh." (MaXI.u^ 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHETS. 



PREDICTIONS. 
HI8 FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 

" Behold the Lord will ascend 
upon a swift cloud, and will 
enter into Egypt, and the idols 
of Egypt shall be moved at His 
presence." (Isaias xix. 1.) 



FULFILMENT. 



" Behold an angel of the Lord 
appeared in sleep to Joseph, 
saying, Arise, take the child and 
His mother and fly into Egypt, 
and be there until I shall tell 
thee ; for it will come to paa 
that Herod will seek the child 
to destroy Him. Who arose, 
and took the child and His 
mother by night, and retired 
into Egypt." (Matt. ii. 13.) 



THE MA88ACRE OF THE INNO- 
CENTS FORETOLD BY J E REM I AS. 

" A voice was heard on high 
of lamentation of mourning and 
weeping, of Rachel weeping for 
her children, and refusing to be 
comforted, for them, because 
they are not." (Jer. xxxi. 15.) 
The tomb of Rachel was at 
Bethlehem. 



"The wise men having re* 
ceived an answer in sleep that 
they should not return to Herod, 
they went back another way 

into their own country 

Then Herod perceiving that he 
was deluded by the wise men, 
was exceedingly angry; and 
sending, killed all the men- 
children that were in Bethlehem, 
and in all the borders thereof 
from two years old and under.. 
Then was fulfilled that which 
was spoken by Jeremias, the 

Srophet, saying, A voice waf 
eard," &c. (Matt. ii. 



THE RETURN OF OUR LORD FROM 
EGYPT FORETOLD BY OSEE. 



" I called my Son out 
Egypt." (Oseexi. 1.) 



of 



" When Herod was dead, 
behold an angel of the Lord 
appeared in sleep to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying, Arise, take the 
child and His mother, and go 
into the land of Israel ; for they 
are dead that sought the life of 
the child. Who arose, and took 
the child and His mother, and 
came into the land of Israel..* 
That it might be fulfilled which 
the Lord spoke by the prophet 
saying, Out of Egypt nave I 
called my Son." (Matt, ii.) 



EXTRACTS FROM 

&EDICTIONS. 

2D LORD PREFIGURED 
BT MOSES. 

ord thy God will raise 
3 a prophet of thy 
. of thy brethren like 
im thou shalt hear." 
' I (Moses) was the 
,nd stood between the 
you at that time." 
• I will raise them up 
out of the midst of 
ren like to thee ; and 
y words in His mouth, 
ill speak to them all 
command Him." — 
li. 5.) 

JD LORD DESIGNATED 
LER A»D TEACHER. 

y children shall be 
the Lord." (Isaias 

rou, oh children of 
ice and be joyful in 
our God, because He 
q you a teacher of 
(Joel ii. 23.) 
e lawgiver shall give a 
ie God of gods shall 
Sion." (Ps. lxxxiii.) 
e that made thee shall 
Lee ; the Lord of Hosts 
ne. And thy Re- 
le Holy one of Israel, 
lied the God of all the 
Isaias liv. 5.) 
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FULFILMENT. 



" The 1 aw was given by Moses, 
grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ. (John i. 17.) 

He (the Lord Jesus) is the 
mediator of the New Testa- 
ment." (Heb. ix. 15.) 

*' Jesus taketh unto Him Peter 
and James, and John his brother, 
and bringeth them up into a high 

mountain apart and lo ! 

a voice out of the cloud, saying. 
This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased, hear 
ye Him." (Matt. xvii. 1.) 



" God, who at sundry times, 
and in divers manners spoke in 
times past to the Fathers by the 
prophets, last of all in these tlays 
hath spoken to us by His son, 
whom He hath appointed ^heir 
of all things, by whom also He 
made the world." (Heb. i. 1.) 

" And He was teaching daily 
in the Temple.' (Luke xix.) 
" The woman saithto Him, I 
know that the Messias cometh 
who is called Christ, therefore 
when He is come. He will tell 
us all things. Jesus Faith to 
her, I am He who am speaking 
with thee." (John iv. 25.) 



REDEEMER WOULD BE 
ON OF GOD. 

xd hath said to me, 
y Son ; this day have 
Thee. Ask of me 
give thee the gentiles 
eritance, and the ut- 
of the earth for Thy 
" (Ps.ii.7.) "And 
i shall fear Thy name, 
id all the kings of the 



" The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, (and we 
saw His glory, the glory as it 
were of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth. 
(John i. 14.) 

" The Pharisees being gathered 
together, Jesus asked them, say- 
ing, What think you of Christ ? 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHETS. 



PREDICTIONS. 

earth thy glory." (Ps. ci. 17.) 
"The Lord said to my Lord, 
sit thou on my right hand until 
I make thy enemies thy foot- 
stool." (Ps. cix. 1 ) «• Adore 
Him, all you His angels." (Ps. 
xcvi. 7.) " Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever. The scep- 
tre of Thy kingdom is a sceptre 
of uprightness. Thou hast loved 
justice and hatedst iniquity; 
therefore God, thy God hath 
anointed Thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows." 
(Ps. xliv. 7.) "In the begin- 
ning, O Lord, Thou foundedst 
the earth, and the heavens are 
the works of Thy hands. They 
shall perish, but Thou remainest, 
and all of them shall grow old 
like a garment, and as a vesture 
Thou shalt change them, and 
they shall be changed ; but Thou 
art always the self-same, and 
Thy years shall not fail." (Ps. 
ex. 26.) 



FULFILMEl 

Whose son is He? 
to Him, David's. 1 
them, How then do 
spirit call him Lord, 
Lord said to my Lor 
David then call Him 
is He his son? Ai 
was able to ans 1 
(Matt. xxii. 41.) 

" God, who at su 

and in divers manne 

times past to the fa 

prophets last of all i: 

hath spoken to us 

whom He hath apj 

of all things by wh 

made the world. 

the brightness of Hi 

the figure of His sul 

upholding all things 

of His power, ma 

tion of sins, sitteth 

hand of the Majesty 

to which of the ang 

said at any time, 1 

Son, &c. And agai 

bringeth in, the fi 

into the world, He 

let all the angels oj 

Him. And to the a 

He saith, He that 

angels spirits, and 1 

a flame of fire. 

Son, Thy throne, 

And Thou in the I 

Lord, didst found t 

But to which of the 

He at any time, Six 

hand," &c. (Heb. 



OUR BLES8ED LORD PREFIGURED 
BY MELCHISEDBCH, AND DE- 
SIGNATED " PRIEST FOR EVER," 
ACCORDING TO HIS ORDER, BT 
THE ROYAL PROPHET. 

'* Melchisedech, the king of 

Salem, bringing forth bread and 

wine, for he was the priest of 

the Most High God, blessed him 

and said, Blessed be Abram by 



"The Lord Jesu 
night in which He\ 
took bread and gi 

w^nic\i €ha\\ >afc 
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PREDICTIONS. 

he Most High God, who 
heaven and earth, and 
be the Most High God, 
se protection the enemies 
hy hands." And he gave 
hes of all." (Gen. xiv. 

s Lord hath sworn, and 
J not repent, Thou art a 
>r ever, according to the 
>f Melchisedech." (Ps. 



FULFILMENT. 

this do for the commemoration of 
me. In like manner also the 
chalice, after He had supped, 
saying, This chalice is the New 
Testament in my blood. This 
do ye, as often as you shall 
drink for the commemoration of 
me." (I Cor. xi. 23.) 

"If then perfection was by 
the Levitical priesthood, (for 
under it the people received the 
law) what further need was there 
that another priest should rise 
according to the order of Mel- 
chisedech, and not be called ac- 
cording to the order of Aaron. • . 
For He of whom these things 
are spoken, is of another tribe, 
of which no one attended at the 
altar. For it is evident that our 
Lord sprung out of Juda, in 
which tribe Mcses spoke nothing 
concerning priests. And it is 
vet far more evident, if, accord- 
ing to the similitude of Melchi- 
sedech, there ariseth another 
priest." (Heb. vii. 11.) 



TRINE TO BE PREACHED 
TO THE POOR. 

Spirit of the Lord is upon 
;cause the Loid hath 
i me. He hath sent me 
:h to the meek, to heal 
ttrite of heart, and to 
& release to the captives, 
verance to them that are 
i. To proclaim the ac- 
i year of the Lord, and 
' of vengeance of our 
comfort all that mourn." 
Ixi. I.) 

HIS MIRACLES. 

1 Himself will come and 
re you, then shall the 
the blind be opened, and 
i of the deaf shall be un- 
, then shall the lame man 
i hart, and the tongue o£ 



" And the book of Isaias the 
prophet was delivered unto Him, 
and as He unfolded the book, 
He found the place where it was 
written, The spirit of the Lord, 
&c. And He began to say to 
them, This day is fulfilled this 
scripture in your ears. And 
all gave testimony to Him, and 
they wondered at the grace that 
proceeded from His mouth.'* 
(Luke iv. 17.) 



" Now when John had heard 
in prison the works of Christ, 
sending two of his disciples he 
said to Him, Art thou He that 
art to come, ot \oo\l ^ifc tet 
another? &ad. lean* !&&&% 
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the dumb shall be free.' ' (Isaias 
zxxv. 5.) 



HIS MEEKNESS. 

** Behold my servant, I will 
uphold Him, my elect, my soul 
delighteth in Him, I have given 
my Spirit upon Him, He shall 
bring . forth judgment to the 
gentiles. He shall not cry, 
nor have respect to persons, 
neither shall His voice be 
heard abroad. The bruised 
reed He shall not break, and the 
smoking flax He shall not 
quench: He shall bring forth 
judgment unto truth, He shall 
not be sad nor troublesome." 
(Isaias. xlii. 1.) 



HIS ZEAL. 



•« 



eaten 
10.) 



The zeal of Thy house hath 
me up." (Ps. Ixviii. 



FULFILMENT. 

answer said to them Go, and 
relate to. John what you hive 
heard and seen ; the blind see, 
the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
rise again, the poor hare the 
gospel preached to them." 
{Matt. xi. 2, and Luke vii. 19.) 

" At that time Jesus-answered 
and said, I confess -to Thee 
Father, Lord of heaven ud 
earth, because Thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them 
to little ones. Yea Father ; for 
so hath it seemed good in Thy 
sight. All things are delivered 
to me by my Father ; and no one 
knoweth the Son but the Father; 
neither doth any one know the 
Father but the Son ; and he to 
whom it shall please the Son to 
reveal Him. Come tome all you 
that labour, and are burdened, 
and I will refresh you. Take up 
my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me, because I am meek and 
humble of heart, and' you -shall 
find rest to your souls." (Matt 
xi. 25.) 

" And he found in the Temple 
them that sold oxen, and sheep, 
and doves, and the changers of 

money sitting and when He 

had made as it were a scourge of 
little cords, He drove them all 
out of the Temple, the sheep 
also, and the oxen ; and the 
money of the changers He 
poured out ; and the tables He 
overthrew; and to them that 
sold doves He said, Take 
these things hence, and make 
not the. House of my Father a 
House of traffic. And His 
disciples remembered that it was 
wnvien, " The seal of Tin 
house" &&. UoWvu\0 
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tIST's ENTRY INTO 
JERU8ALBM. 

ice greatly, O daughter 
ihout for joy O daughter 
ilem, Behold thy king 
e to thee, the just and 

He is poor and riding 
iss, and upon a colt the 

ass." (Zac. ix. 9.) 
ed be He that cometh 
lame of the Lord." 
.. 26. ) 

Id the Lord hath made 
sard in the ends of the 
. the daughter of Sion 
hy Saviour cometh." 
i. 11.) 



FULFILMENT. 



iTHOM BETRAYED. 

ven the man of my 
whom I trusted, who 
ead hath greatly sup- 
e." (Ps. zL 10.) 



"And when they were drawing 
near to Jerusalem and to Be- 
thania, at the Mount of Olives, 
He sendeth two of His disciples, 
and saith to them, Go into the 
village that is over against you, 
and immediately at your coming 
in thither you shall find a colt 
tied, upon which no man yet 
hath set: loose him and bring 
him : and if any man shall say 
to you, What are you doing? 
say ye that the Lord hath need 
of him : and immediately he will 

let him come hither And 

they brought the colt to Jesus, 
and they laid their garments on 
him, and He sat upon him. And 
many spread their garments in 
the way ; and others cut down 
boughs from the trees, and 
strewed them in the way. And 
they that went before, and they 
that followed, cried, saying, Ho- 
8 anna h, blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord... And 

He entered into Jerusalem 

(Mark xi.) Now all this was 
done that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, Tell ye the 
daughter of Sion : Behold thy 
King cometh to thee, " &c. ( M att. 
xxi. 4. ) 



"And Judas Iscariot, one of 
the twelve, went to the chief 
priests to betray Him to them 

And when they were at 

table, and eating, Jesus saith, 
Amen, 1 say unto you, one of 
you that eateth with me shall 
betray me. But they began to 
be sorrowful, and to say to Him 
one by one, Is it I ? who saith 
to them, one of the twelve who 
dippeth wVtVi me Yu&\v*.tA/\sl^ 
dish." (tariLTO.'tikt 
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FOB WHAT PRICE. 

" And they weighed for my 
wages thirty pieces of silver, and 
the Lord said to me, cast it to 
the statuary, a. handsome price 
that I was prized at by them. 
And I took the thirty pieces of 
silver, and I cast them into the 
house of the Lord to the sta- 
tuary.*' (Zach.xi.12.) 

THE FOLLOWING, QUOTED BT ST. 
MATTHEW FROM JEREMIAS, 18 
MO LONGER FOUND IN THE 
ORIGINAL, BEING LOST, TOGE- 
THER WITH OTHER PORTIONS 
OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

" And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of 
Him that was prized, whom they 
prized of the children of Israel, 
and they gave them into the 
potters' field as the Lord ap- 
pointed tome."* (Matt. xxvii. 9.) 



OF THE ENVY OF CHRIST'S 
ENEMIES, AND THEIR MALI- 
CIOUS DESIGNS AGAINST HIM. 

" Let us therefore lie in wait 
for the Just, because He is not 
for our turn, and he is contrary 
to our doings, and upbraideth 
us with transgressions of the 
law, and divulgeth against us 
the sins of our way of life. He 



FULFILMENT. 

' ' Then went one of the twelre, 
who was called Judas Iscariot, 
to the chief priests, and said to 
them, What will you give me, 
and I will deliver Him unto 
you ? But they appointed bin 
thirty pieces of silver." (Matt 
xxvi. 14.) 



*' Then Judas, who betrayed 
Him, seeing that He was 
condemned, repenting himself) 
brought back the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and 
ancients, saying, I have sinned 
in betraying innocent blood. 
But they said, What is that to 
us, look thou to it. And casting 
down the pieces of silver in the 
Temple, he departed and went 
and hanged himself with a 
halter. But the chief priests 
having taken the pieces of surer, 
said, It is not lawful to put them 
into the corbona, because it is 
the price of blood; and after 
they had consulted together, they 
bought with them the potters' 
field to be a burying place for 
strangers." (Matt, xxvii. 3.) 






" The chief priests, therefor?, 
and the Pharisees gathered a 
council, and said, What do we, 
for this man doth many miracles? 
If we let Him alone so, all will 
believe in Him, and the Romans 
will come and take away our 

* 8L Jerom says that he saw the above \*aX va e, Hebrew copy of Jenmitt, 
which was shown to him by a Jew. 
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He hath the know- 
, and calleth himself 
lod. He is become 
of our thoughts, 
is unto us even to 
His life is not like 

and His ways are 
.. We are esteemed 
rifles, and He ab- 
1 our ways as from 
id he preferreth the 
the just, and glorieth 
God for His Father, 
ten if His words be 
let us prove what 
1 to Him, and we 
what His end shall 
He be the true Son 
3 will defend Him, 
liver Him from the 
is enemies. Let us 
m by outrages and 
.t we may know His 
nd try his patience, 
emn Him to a most 
jath, for there shall 
had unto Him by 

These things they 
I were deceived, for 
alice blinded them." 





FULFILMENT. 

place and nation. But one of 
them, named Caiphas, being the 
High Priest that year, said to 
them, You know nothing; neither 
do you consider that it is expe- 
dient for you that one man should 
die for the people, and that the 

whole nation perish not 

From that day, therefore, they 
devised to put him to death." 
(John xi. 47.) When the chief 
priests, therefore, and the ser- 
vants had seen Him, they cried 
out, saying, Crucify Him, cru- 
cify Him. Pilate saith to them, 
Take Him you and crucify Him, 
for I find no cause in Him. 
The Jews answered him, We 
have a law, and according to 
that law He ought to die, be- 
cause he made Himself the Son 
of God." John xix. 

"And they that passed, blas- 
phemed Him, wagging their 
heads, and saying, Vah, Thou 
that destroyed the Temple of 
God, and in three days dost 
rebuild it, save thy own self; if 
thou be the Son of God come 
down from the cross. In like 
manner also, the chief priests, 
with the scribes and ancients, 
mocking, said, He saved others, 
Himself He cannot save; if He 
be the King of Israel, let Him 
now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe Him. He 
trusted in God, let Him now 
deliver Him, if he will have 
Him; for He said I am the Son 
of God." (Matt, xxvii. 39.) 



tS SEIZURE. 

reath of our mouth, 
Lord is taken in our 
im. iv. 20.) 
have opened their 
ainst me as a lion 
md roaring 



" Judas therefore having re- 
ceived a band of soldiers and 
servants from the chief priests, 
and the Pharisees, cometh thither 
with lanterns, and torches, and • 
weapons TY&n. ta&\A20&* 
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many dogs have encompassed 
me, the council of the malignant 
hath besieged me. (Ps. xxi. 14.) 



FULFILMENT 

and the tribune, and tin 
of the Jews took Je 
bound Him, and the} 
away to Annas, first, f< 
father-in-law to Caip] 
was the High Priest of 
Now Caiphas was he, 
given the counsel to 1 
ihat it was expedient 
man should die for the 
(John xviii. 3.) 



THE FLIGHT OF THE APOSTLES. 

" Awake, O sword, against 
my shepherd, and against the 
man that cleaveth to me, saith 
the Lord of Hosts: strike the 
shepheid and the sheep shall be 
scattered." (Zac. xiii. 7.) 

"And I looked for one that 
would grieve together with me, 
but there was none, and for one 
that would comfort me, and I 
found none." (Ps. lviii. 21.) 



" Then His disciple 
Him, all fled away." 
xiv. 50.; 



THE SCOURGING OF OUR DrVINE 
LORD. 

" I have given my body to the 
strikers, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked them, I have not 
turned away my face from them 
that rebuked me and spit upon 
me." " He was wounded for our 
iniquities, He was bruised for 
our sins, the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him, and by 
His bruises we are healed/' 
Is. 1. 6 ; and liii. 5.) 



"Then therefore Pi 
Jesus and scourged H 
the soldiers platting a 
thorns, put it upon £ 
and they put on Him 
garment, and they cam< 
and said, Hail King of t 
and they gave Him 
(John xix. 1.) 

" And spitting upo 
they took the reed am 
His head." (Matt, xx 

"And the men that I 
mocked him, and struc. 
(Luke xxii. 63.) 



HIS PATIENCE UNDER SUFFER- 
INGS. 

"He shall be led as a sheep to 
the slaughter, and shall be dumb 



" And when He was. 
by the chief priests and 
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) before his shearer, and 
not open his mouth." 
Li. 7.) 



JRY HE SUFFERED IN 
REPUTATION. 

was reputed with the 

(Is. liii. 12.) 
>ised and the most 
men, a man of sorrows, 
tainted with infirmity ; 
>ok was as it were hid- 
iespised, whereupon we 

Him not. . . .And we 
ught Him as it were a 
1 as one struck by God 
ted. (Isaias liii. 3.) 



NDS ON HTS HANDS AND 
FEET. 



r have dug my hands 
" (Psalm xxi. 17.) 
they shall say to Him, 
<e these wounds in the 
Thy hands. And He 
r, With these I was 
. in the house of them 
d me." (Zac. xiii. 6.) 



FULFILMENT. 

He answered nothing." (Matt, 
xxvii. 12.) 

" And bearing His own cross 
He went forth to that place 
which is called Calvary, but in 
Hebrew Golgotha." (John xix. 
17.) 



c« 



Many bore false witness 
against him." (Mark xiv. 56.) 

" And they began to accuse 
Him saying, We have found this 
man perverting our nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to 
Caesar, and saying that He is 
Christ the King. . . . Herod with 
his army set him at nought, and 
mocked Him, putting on Him a 
white garment." (Lukexxiii.2.) 

" And with Him they crucify 
two thieves, the one on His right 
hand, and the other on His left; 
and the Scripture was fulfilled 
which saith, And with the wicked 
He was reputed, " (Mark xv. 27 . ) 



14 And when they were come 
to the place which is called Cal- 
vary, they crucified him there." 
{Luke xxiii. 33.) 

Nailing his hands and feet 
with gross nails to the wood of 
the cross. 



8SED LORD S PRAYING 
HIS EXECUTIONERS. 

• He hath delivered His 
> death, and was reputed 
i wicked; and He hath 
i sins of many, and hath 
for the transgressors." 
Lii. 12.) 



" And when they were come 
to the place which is called Cal- 
vary, they crucified Him there ; 
and the robbers, one on the right 
hand, and the other on the left. 
And Jesus said, Father forgive 
them, for they know not what 
they do." (Luke xxiii. 33. ) 



i 
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THE VINEGAR AND GALL GIVEN 
HIM ON THE CROSS. 

" And they gave me gall for 
my food, and in my thirst they 
gave me vinegar to drink." 
(Pa. lviii. 22.) 



" And they gave H 
drink mingled with ga 
xxvii. 34.) 

" Jesus kno wing th 
were now accomplish 
Scripture might be fu! 
I thirst. Now there t 
set there full of virj 
they putting a spoi 
vinegar about hyssop 
His mouth." (John 



HIS CRUCIFIXION PREFIGURED 
BT THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

" As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the desert, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up." 
(John iii. 14.) 



M 



They crucified H 
Pilate wrote a title a 
put it upon the cro 
writing was, Jesus o 
the King of the Jew 
xix. 18.) 



THE DIVISION OF HIS GARMENTS. 

" They parted my garments 
amongst them, and upon my 
vesture they cast lots." ( Ps. xxi. 
190 



" The soldiers thei 
they had crucified Hi: 
garments, and they 
parts, to every soldi 
and also His coat, 
coat was without se 
from the top through 
said then to one anot 
not cut it, but let i 
for it whose it shall 
the Scripture might 1 
saying, They have 
garments,'* &c. (Job 



THE PIERCING OF OUR LORD'S 
SIDE, 



«< 



They «WV fccfc Opon me " They broke &* 
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FULFILMENT. 



tey have pierced." (Zac. 



first, and of the other that was 
crucified with him -. but after 
they were come to Jesus when 
they saw that He was already 
dead, they did not break His 
legs ; but one of the soldiers 
with a spear opened his side, 
and immediately there came out 
blood and water.... For these 
things were done that the Scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled, You shall 
not break a bone of Him; and 
again, another Scripture saith, 
They shall look on Him whom they 
pierced." (John xix. 32 to 37.) 



N DARKNESS AT 
DEATH. 



HIS 



. it shall come to pass in 
', saith the Lord God, 
sun shall go down at 
, and 1 will make the 
rk in the day of light." 
riii.9.) 



" And it was almost the sixth: 
hour: and there was darkness 
oyer all the earth until the ninth 
hour. And the sun was dark" 
ened, and the veil of the Temple 
was rent in the midst. And 
Jesus crying with a loud voice, 
said, Father into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit. And saying 
this He gave up the ghost." 
(Lukexxiii. 44.) 



8SBD LORD'S BURIAL AND 
RBCTION PREFIGURED BY 



evil and adulterous 
on seeketh a sign ; and 
shall not be given it, 
ugn of Jonas the pro- 
? or as Jonas was in the 
belly three days and 
jhts, so shall the Son of 
in the heart of the earth 
iys and three nights." 
tii. 39, and Jonas i.) 



" Why seek you the living 
with the dead, He is not here, 
but is risen. Remember how 
He spoke unto you, when He 
was yet in Galilee, saying, The 
Son of Man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, and 
be crucified, and the third day 
rise again : and they remem- 
bered His words; and going 
back from the sepulchre, they 
tohrall these things to the eleven 
and to all the rest." (Luke 
xxiv. 5.) 
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OUR BLESSED LORD'S ASCENSION. 

" Thou hast ascended on high, 
Thou hast led captivity captive, 
Thou hast received gifts in men 
.... sing ye to God who mouut- 
eth above the heaven of heavens, 
to the east." (Psalm lxvii. 19.) 

" God is ascended with jubilee 
and the Lord with the sound of 
trumpet.*' (Ps. xlvi. 6.) 



THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY 
GHOST. 

" It shall come to pass after 
this, that I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh : and your 
sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy ; your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young 
men shall see visions. Moreover 
upon my servants and hand- 
maids in those days I will pour 
forth my Spirit. (Joel ii. 28.) 



FULFILMENT. 



" While they looked on He 
was raised up, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight 
And while they were beholding 
Him going up to heaven, behold 
two men stood by them in "white 
garments, who also said, Ye men 
of Galilee why stand you look- 
ing up to heaven ? This Jesus 
who is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come as you 
have seen Him going into 
heaven." (Acts i. 9.) 



'• And when the days of the 
Pentecost were accomplished, 
they were all together in one place; 
and suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a mighty wind 
coming, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared to them 
parted tongues as it were of fire* 
and it sat upon every one of 
them : and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they 
began to speak with divers 
tongues, according as the Holy 
Ghost gave them to speak.. •• 
This is that which was spoke 
by the prophet Joel : And ft 
shall come to pass" &c. (Acts 
ii. 1.) 



" And beginning at Moses, and all the prophets, He expounded to 
them in all the Scriptures the things that were concerning him." 
— (Lukexxiv. 27.) 

" We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets did write, Jesus, the son of Joseph of Nazareth."— 
(John i. 45.) 



NEW TESTAMENT. 



ow long after the fall of our first parent* did Jesvs 

it become man t 

bout four thousand years. 

f what lineage was He ? 

f the tribe of Juda, and family of David ; Hia mother 

Mary, the ever blessed Virgin, foretold by Isaias ; 

reputed father was Joseph, the holy spouse of the 
in Mary, by trade a carpenter ; their residence, pre- 
) to our Lord's birth, was Nazareth. 




7 hat circumstances attended the incarnation of our 

The 'angel Gabriel was sent by God into a city of 
ike, called Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man 
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whose name was Joseph, of the house of David, and the 
virgin's name was Mary. And the angel heing come in, 
said unto her, Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, 
hlessed art thou among women. Who having heard, was 
troubled at his saying, and thought with herself what 
manner of salutation this should he. And the angel said 
to her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with 
God ; behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt 
bring forth a Son, and thou sholt call His name Jews. 
He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God shall give Him the throne 
of David his father, and He shall reign in the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of His kingdom there shall be no 
end. And Mary said to the angel, How shall this be 
done, because I know not man ? And the angel answering 
said to her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, j 
and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee, 
and therefore also the Holv which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God." (Luke i.) 

How did the Blessed Virgin express her consent ? 

" Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done unto 
me according to thy word." 

Of what did the angel inform the Blessed Virgin on thai 
occasion ? 

That her cousin, St. Elizabeth, already far advanced in 
years, would also give birth to a son, and that this was 
the sixth month with her ; on hearing which the Blessed 
Virgin Mary went to visit her, and remained with her 
about three months. 

How did St. Elizabeth receive the visit of her holy 
relative t 

With great joy, acknowledging her great unworthiness 
to entertain so great a guest, on hearing whose salutation 
she was endowed with the spirit of prophecy, and her 
unborn son endued with reason. 

What did St. Elizabeth say to the Blessed Virgin o» 
that occasion ? 

" Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb ; and whence is this to me that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me?"... 

How did the Blessed Virgin reply ? 

" My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath 



SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 199 

ed in God my Saviour, because he hath regarded the 
lity of his handmaid, for behold from henceforth all 
ations shall call me blessed. Because He that is 
:y hath done great things to me, and holy is His 
, and His mercy is from generation to generation to 
that fear Him. He hath showed might in His 
He hath dispersed the proud in the imagination of 
hearts. He hath deposed the mighty from their 
nd hath exalted the humble ; He hath filled the 
y with good things, and the rich He hath sent 
empty. He hath received Israel His child, being 
ill of His mercy ; as He spoke to our fathers, to 
iam and his seed for ever." 



Lesson Second. 

THE BrRTH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTI8T. 

? was St. Elizabeth t 

was wife to a holy priest, named Zachary, and 
so herself descended from Aaron. 
it remarkable circumstances preceded and attended 
th of their son ? 

ilst Zachary, in the exercise of his ministry, offered 
e in the Temple, the angel Gabriel appeared, 
ag at the right side of the altar of incense, and 
iced to him that his wife should give birth to a 
bom he should call John ; that he would be filled 
le Holy Ghost from his birth, would convert many 
children of Israel to the Lord, and go before Him 
spirit and power of Elias. On Zachary 's expressing 
ility, the angel told him that he should lose the 
speech and remain dumb until the fulfilment of 
>phecy ; he immediately lost the power of utterance, 
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and continued dumb until his son. a 
ceived the name foretold by the angel 




Repeat the canticle of Zaehary on recovering thettirf 
hit speech. 

" Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, because He hitb 
visited and wrought the redemption of His people, Mid 
hath raised up a horn if salvation to us in the house of 
David His servant, as He spoke by the mouth of His 
holy prophets, who are from the beginning. Salvation 
from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate us. 
To show mercy to our fathers and to remember His holy 
covenant, the oath which He swore to Abraham our 
father that He would grant to us; that being delivered 
from the hand of our enemies, we may serve Him without 
fear, in holiness and justice before Him all our days. 
And thou, child, shall be called the prophet of the 
Highest, for thou sbalt go before the face of the Lord, 
to prepare his ways ; to give knowledge of salvation to 
His people unto the remission of their sins, through the 
bowels of the mercy of our God, in which the Orient 
from on high hath visited us ; to enlighten them that sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of deatb, to direct our feet 
in the way of peace." 

Where did St. John past his youth ? 

In the desert, until the time for commencing his 
mission had arrived, when he got the surname of Baptist 
from his office. He was the precursor of our Lord, fore- 
told by Isaiaa. 
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What kind of life did he lead? 

One of retirement, prayer, and mortification. His food 
■w locusts and wild honey ; his garment was of camel's 
nsir, fastened by a leathern girdle. 



Lenox Third. 

THE BIRTH OF OUR DIVING LORD. 

IKd the Blessed Virgin inform St. Joseph of the wonder- 
M dignity to which God had raited her ? 

No, she never spoke of what might tend to her own 
"ouunendation. 




How viae the mystery of the incarnation made known to 
him? 

By an angel sent by God for that purpose, who 
removed his anxiety respecting the appearance of his 
holy spouse, and told bim be should give the name of 
Jesus to the Holy One who would be born of her. 

Where was our Biased Lord born ? 

In Bethlehem, as foretold by M tehees. 

What circumstance caused the Blessed Virgin and St. 
Joseph to go to Bethlehem ? 

The Roman emperor Augustus published an edict 
commanding all to repair to the cities of their respective 
lS 
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families in order to be enrolled, on which Mary and 
Joseph being descendants of David repaired to his city 
Bethlehem. Unable to procure a lodging on their arriial, 
the inn being full, they retired to a stable, where Mary 
brought forth the Redeemer of the world, and laid Him |lj 

At what season of the year was our Blessed Lord born ? |s 

In the depth of winter, the 25th of December, and at |a 
night. 

Who were the first adorers of the infant Saviour ? 

Poor shepherds, who were at the time keeping the 
night watches over their flocks. 

How was His birth made known to them ? 

" An angel of the Lord stood by them, and the bright- 
ness of God shone round about them, and they feared 
with a great fear. And the angel said to them, Fear 
not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, that 
shall be to all the people ; for this day is born to you a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lor d, in the city of David ; and 
this shall be a sign to you, you shall find the infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly army, praising God and saying, glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good 
will." 

What did the shepherds as soon as the angels disap- 
peared ? 

They went with haste to Bethlehem, where they found 
all things as the angel had told them, for which they 
glorified and praised God. 

Repeat Isaiass prophecy of our Lord's nativity? 

" Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his 
name shall be called Emmanuel. * * * A child is 
born to us, and a son is given to us, and the government 
is upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful^ Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father of the 
world to come, the Prince of Peace." (Is. vii. 14, ix 6.) 

When was the saving name of Jesus given our Divine 
Lord? 

Eight days after His birth, when He was circumcised. 
This ceremony is commemorated by the Church on the 
first of January. 
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If 'hat do the Apostles Saints Peter and Paul say of the 
holy name of Jesus ? 

St. Peter says, "There is no other name under heaven 
given to man, whereby we must be saved." (Acts iv. 12.) 
And St. Paul, " He humbled Himself, becoming obedient 
unto death, even to the death of the cross ; for which 
reason God also hath exalted Him, and hath given Him a 
name which ie above all names ; that in the name at Jesus 
every knee should how, of those that are in heaven, on 
Mrth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should 
wnfess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory of God 
the Father." (Phil ii. 8.) 



Lesson Fourth. 

ODU SiVIOUK's BIUTH MADS KNOWN TO THE GENTILES 




How was our Saviour's birth made known to the gentiles t 
By a star, whose guidance certain wise men, or as they 
are sometimes designated kings, followed from the East, 
until they reached Jerusalem, where it disappeared. 
Entering the royal city, they thought their journey at an 
end, and directing their steps to the palace, inquired, 
" Where is He that is born King of the Jews, for we 
have seen His star in the East and are come to adore 
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How did king Herod act when he heard this inquiry, 
which troubled not only him but all Jerusalem ? 

He assembled the chief priests and scribes, and in- 
quired of them where Christ should be born, who answered, 
*• In Bethlehem of Juda, for so it is written by the pro- 
phet." Then Herod sending the wise men to Bethlehem, 
desired them to seek diligently for the child, and when 
they had found Him, to bring him word that he also 
might go and adore him. 

How did the wise men discover the house in which ow 
Blessed Lord was ? 

As soon as they resumed their journey the star re- 
appeared to their great joy, and went before them until it 
conducted them to where the child was, and entering into 
the house they found the child with Mar}' His mother, and 
falling down they adored Him, and opening their trea- 
sures, offered him gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

What was Herod? s motive in desiring the wise men to 
bring him intelligence concerning the child ? 

To destroy Him, lest He should deprive him of his 
kingdom. But his malicious designs were frustrated, for 
the wise men were admonished in sleep not to return to 
him, and they went back by another road to their own 
country. 

What mystical signification is attached to the offering* 
presented by the wise men ? 

The offering of myrrh is considered by interpreters as 
an acknowledgement of the humanity of Christ, on ac- 
count of myrrh being used in embalming the bodies of 
the dead and therefore implying mortality ; it is also a 
figure of mortification, as incense is of prayer, and gold 
of charity. 

By what name is the feast known which commemorate* 
the adoration of the wise men, and when is it celebrated t 

It is known by the name of the Epiphany, and is cele- 
brated on the sixth of January. 
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Lesson Fifth. 




7 ilh xchat rite of the Mosaic law did the Blessed Virgin 

■y comply on the fortieth day after the birth of our 

1? 

let own purification, and her divine Son's presentation 

(is eternal Father in the Temple. 

"hat sacrifice did the offer on that occasion ? 

hat prescribed for the poor, a pair of turtle doves, or 

young pigeons. 

'hat holy persons acknowledged our Lord on His pre- 

holy old man, named Simeon, and Anna a prophetess. 

former had received a promise from God, that he 
ild not die until he had seen Christ ; and the latter 
ed day and night in the Temple, in prayer and 
ng. 

epeat the canticle of Simeon on seeing the infant 
it, and taking Him into his arms ? 

Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, ac- 
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cording to Thy word in peace ; because my eyes 
seen thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all peoples ; a light to the revelation of the gen- 
tiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel." 

What uords did Simeon address to the holy mother of 
Jesus ? 

" Behold this child is set for the fall, and for the resur- 
rection of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be 
contradicted. And thy own soul a sword shall pierce, 
that out of many hearts thoughts may be revealed." 

How do you understand the first part of this prophecy! 

Simeon here prophesies what would come to pass, that 
many, through their own wilful blindness and obstinacy, 
would not believe in Christ, nor receive his doctrine, that 
therefore He would become by their abuse of his grace a 
cause of ruin to them ; but to others a resurrection by 
their believing in Him and obeying His commandments. 

On what day does the Church commemorate the purifi- 
cation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the presentation of 
our Lord ? 

On the second of February, on which day tapers are 
blessed and distributed to the faithful, who hold them 
lighted in their hands during the gospel and until the 
communion, in honour of Christ who is the true light, 
and who is called by holy Simeon •• a light," &c. 
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Lesson Sixth. 

THE MASSACRE OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, THE FLIGHT 
OF OUR DIVINE LORD INTO EGYPT, AND HIS RETURN. 

How did Herod act when he perceived that the wise men 
had deluded him ? 

He most cruelly caused all the male children in Beth- 
lehem and its vicinity, who were two years old and under, 
to be put to death. 

How did our Blessed Lord escape ? 

An angel appeared in sleep to St. Joseph, after the 
departure of the wise men, and said, " Arise, take the 



SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 207 

d and His mother and fly into Egypt, and be there 
il I shall tell thee ; for it will come to pass that Herod 
seek the child to destroy Him." St. Joseph imme- 
ely arose and took the child and His mother that 
it and retired to Egypt, where he remained until 
■ud's death. 




Tow many yearn did the Holy Family reside in Egypt ? 
hout eight years, as is generally supposed. 
Tow did tkey know when to return ? 
,n angel appeared in sleep to St. Joseph in Egypt, 
rmed him of Herod's death, and desired him to take 
child and His mother back to the land of Israel. He 
so immediately, but hearing that Archelaua, Herod's 
reigned in Judea, he was afraid to go thither, and 
ig admonished in sleep went to Galilee. 
i what city did he fix his residence ? 
a Nazareth, that the prediction of the prophets might 
u ] ill led in our Lord, viz., that He should be called a 

Tow did ovr Blessed Lord spend his time at Nazareth ? 

t is supposed that He worked at St. Joseph's trade. 
Evangelists make no special mention of what He 
until His Baptism, except that, when He was twelve 
-a of age, His parents took Him to Jerusalem 
rding to their custom to celebrate the pasch, and on 
r return He remained behind, which they did not 
over until they had gone a day'B journey : and after 
ang Him for three days, they found Him in the 
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Temple in the midst of the doctors, hearing them and 
asking them questions, His wisdom being the aetoniib 
ment of all. 

What did his mother say to Him on that occasion? 

" Son, why hast thou done bo to us, behold Thy father 
and I have sought Thee sorrowing." To which He replied, 
" How is it that you sought me, did you not know that 
I must be about my Father's business." Then returning 
with them to Nazareth He was subject to them, and u 
the Evangelist adds, He advanced in wisdom, and age, 
and grace, with God and men. 

What would our Blessed Lord have us learn from Eil 
example in these particulars ? 

To be humble and obedient, and continually to advance 
in the way of virtue. 

Did the wiidom 0/ our Divine Lord admit ofincreast 

No ; but He made it more manifest as He advanced in 
age. The Evangelist, in saying that He advanced, onlj 
accommodated himself to our mode of speech. 



Lesson Seventh. 




Where did St. John Baptist open his mission ? 
In the desert of Judea, and he prepared himself for the 
important object by prayer, fasting, and retirement 
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What teas the subject of his preaching ? 

"Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
land." 

Did many resort to his instructions ? 

Yes, great multitudes, whom he baptized in the Jordan. 

What opinion had the people of St. John ? 

That he was a great prophet ; some even doubted 
whether he were not the Messiah. 

What did St. John say when asked by the Pharisees to 
give an account of himself? 

" I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord." 

What answer did he give when they further asked, u Why 
then dost thou baptize, if thou be not Christy nor Elias, nor 
the prophet?" 

" I baptize with "water ; but there hath stood one in 
he midst of you, whom you know not. The same 
s He that shall come after me, who is preferred 
>efore me ; the latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to 
oose." 

What did St. John Baptist when he saw our Divine 
Redeemer coming to be baptized by him ? 

He stayed Him, saying, " I ought to be baptized by 
Chee, and comest Thou to me." But on our Lord reply- 
rig, " Suffer it to be so now ; for 60 it becometh us to 
ulfil all justice," St. John baptized Him. 

What testimony did our Lord receive from heaven on his 
eing baptized ? 

The heavens were opened, and the Holy Ghost de- 
cended on Him in the form of a dove ; while a voice 
rom Heaven proclaimed, " This is my beloved Son in 
«rhom I am well pleased." 

What did Su John Baptist say when he saw our Lord 
oming towards him on the day after his baptism ? 

44 Behold the Lamb of God ; behold Him who taketh 
iway the sins of the world. This is He of whom I said, 
Vfter me there cometh a Man who is preferred before 
ne, because He was before me and I knew Him not ; 
out that He may be made manifest in Israel, therefore 
aim I come baptizing with water...... I saw the Spirit 

coming down as a dove from heaven, and He remained 
upon Him ; and I knew Him not, but He who sent me 
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to baptize with water said to me, He upon whom thou 
shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, 
He it is that baptizeth with the Holy Ghost ; and I saw 
and I gave testimony that this is the Son of God." 
(John i. 29—34.) 

What did St. John reply to some of his disciples, vikm 
on a dispute arising between them and the Jews concermf 
purification, they came to him, saying, "Rabbi, He 
that was with thee beyond the Jordan, to whom tho* 
gavest testimony, behold he baptizeth, and all men com 
to him" (though Jesus himself did not baptize but Hit 
disciples ?) 

"A man cannot receive anything unless it be given him, 
from heaven. You yourselves do bear me witness that 
I said I am not Christ, but that I am sent before 
Him. He that hath the bride, is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who standeth and heareth 
Him, rejoiceth with joy because of the bridegroom's 
voice. This my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease. ***** The 
Father loveth the Son, and He hath given all things 
into His hand. He that believeth in the Son 
hath life everlasting; but he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth in 
him." 

What happened St. John the Baptist soon after 
this? 

He was cast into prison by Herod the Tetrarch, because 
he reproved him for marrying Herodias, his brother's 
wife, and he was detained there until Herods birthday, 
when by the contrivance of the wicked Herodias, he was 
beheaded. 

What message did St John whilst in prison send to $ur 
Lord, when he was told of the miracles He performed 
and the fame he had acquired ? 

He sent two of his disciples to ask, "Art Thou He that 
art to come, or look we for another." 

What answer did our Divine Lord give ? 

" Go and relate to John what you have heard and 
seen ; the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead rise again, the poor 
have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he 
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that shall not be scandalized in me." (Matt. xi. 2, Luke 
^ii. 19 ) 

What did our Lord say of St John Baptist when his 
disciples had returned ? 

That amongst those born of women there was not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist ; that he was a 
prophet and more than a prophet, and of him was written, 
f< Behold J send my angel before Thy face who shall prepare 
Thy way before Thee." 

Relate the particulars of the martyrdom of St. John the 
Baptist t 

"Herod made a supper for his birthday for the princes 
and tribunes and chief men of Galilee ; and when the 
daughter of Herodias had come in, and had danced, and 
had pleased Herod and those that were at table with him, 
the king said to the damsel, Ask of me what thou wilt 
and I will give it thee. And he swore to her, whatsoever 
thou shalt ask I will give thee, though it be the half of 
my kingdom. Who when she was gone out said to her 
mother, What shall 1 ask ? But she said, The head of 
John the Baptist. And when she was come in imme- 
diately with haste to the king, she asked saying, I will 
that forthwith thou give me in a dish the head of John 
the Baptist. And the king was struck sad, yet because of 
his oath, and because of them that were with him at table, 
he would not displease her ; but sending an executioner, 
he commanded that his head should be brought in a dish. 
And he beheaded him in prison, and brought his head in 
a dish, and gave it to the damsel, and the damsel gave 
it to her mother." (Mark vi. 21. - ) 
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What vol owr Lord's age at baptism? 

Thirty years. 

What did He immediately after baptism ? 

He retired to the desert, where He remained forty < 
and forty nights, during which He ate nothing. 

Repeat St. Matthew's account of the temptation end' 
by our Divine Lord at the close of His retreat. 

The tempter coming said to Him, " If thou be the 
of God, command that these stones be made bt 
Who answered and said, It is written, Not in b 
alone doth man live, but in every word that proeet 
from the mouth of God. Then the devil took him 
into the holy city and set Him upon the pinnacle of 
Temple, and said to Him, If thou be the Sou of ' 
cast Thyself down, for it is written, That He katk j 
His angels charge over Thee, and in their hands shall 
bear Thee up, lest perhaps Thou dash Thy foot agai 
stone. Jesus said to him it is written again, Thou . 
not tempt the Lord thy God. Again the devil took 
up into a very high mountain, and showed Him al 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, and 
to Him, All these will I give Thee, if falling down '. 
wilt adore me. Then Jesus saith to him, Begone Si 



SCB1PTDRE HISTORY. 213 

t is written, The Lord thy God shalt thov adore and 
only thalt thou serve. Then the devil left Him, and 
Id angels came and ministered to Him." 
hither did our Lord go when the temptation had ended? 
a Galilee, where He taught in the Synagogues, and 
fame spread throughout the country. 
'hat was the subject of the first instruction He gave in 
Synagogue at Nazareth ? 

hat the prophecy of Isaias was that day fulfilled, 
ih says, " The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. Where- 
He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor ; 
hath sent me to heal the contrite of heart, to preach 
verance to the captives and sight to the blind, to set at 
rty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
r of the Lord and the day of reward." 
Vhy did our Lord leave Nazareth ? 
lecause the people thought to throw Him from the 
s of the hill on which their city was built. 
low did Be escape from them ? 

'he Evangelist only says, that, " passing through the 
at of them, He went His way." 



Vho were the first disciples of Christ ? 

<t. Andrew and another, whose name is not mentioned ; 
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these, hearing St. John Baptist, whose disciples they 
were, say of our Lord, " Behold the Lamb of God!" 
immediately followed Him. 

Whom did St. Andrew bring to our Lord ? 

His brother Simon, telling him that they had found 
the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

What did our Lord say on seeing Simon ? 

" Thou art Simon, the son of Jona, thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is interpreted Peter." (John i. 42.) 

Who were the two next disciples of our Lord ? 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee ; who on oar 
Lord's gracious invitation immediately left all and loir 
lowed him. 

How were they employed when ailed by our Lord ? 

Mending their nets in the ship with their father; for 
they as well as Peter and Andrew were fishermen. 
(Mark i. 20.) 

Whom did our Lord call on the following day ? 

Philip, who had scarcely attained the knowledge of our 
Lord, when desirous of bringing others to Him, he told 
Nathaniel, " We have found Him of whom Moses hvtho 
law and the prophets did write, Jesus, the son of Joseph 
of Nazareth." On Nathaniel replying, "Can any good 
come out of Nazareth ?" Philip said, "Come and see." 

Who was Nathaniel ?* 

A good and holy man, " an Israelite without guile." 

What testimony did Nathaniel bear to our Lord ? 

That He was the Son of God, the King of Israel. 

How did our Lord employ himself whilst he remained w 
Galilee ? 

Preaching in the synagogues, and confirming the 
doctrine He preached by miracles ; He also, daring his 
stay there, selected His apostles. 

Name the apostles ? 

"Peter, and Andrew, his brother; James and John; 
Philip and Bartholomew ; Matthew and Thomas ; James, 
the son of Alpheus; and Simon, who is called Zelotes; 
and Jude, the brother of James ; and Judas Iscariot, who 
was the traitor." (Luke vi. 14.) 

* Some commentators think that Nathaniel is another name for 
Bartholomew the Apostle. 
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Where did our Lord perform his first miracle? 

In Can a, of Galilee, at the request of His holy Mother. 

Relate the history of it ? 

Whilst in Cana, of Galilee, our Lord was invited, with 
His disciples, to a marriage feast ; Mary, His Mother, 
was also there. During the entertainment the wine 
failed ; the failure was observed by the Blessed Virgin, 
who mentioned it to Jesus, being fully aware that to 
make known a want to Him was enough to dispose Him 
to supply it. He replied to the request conveyed in her 
representation that His hour was not yet come. Knowing 
that those who trust in Him are never confounded, and 
confidently hoping that though His hour was not come 
He would anticipate it, rather than disappoint her, she 
•aid to the waiters, " Whatsoever He shall say to you, 
do." Her hope was not frustrated ; our Divine Lord 
could not overlook the confiding love of His holy Mother, 
the most exalted of His creatures ; turning to the waiters, 
He desired them to fill with water six large stone pitchers 
which stood near. They filled to the brim. '* Draw out 
now and carry to the chief steward/' said our Lord. 
They did so, and the chief steward, having tasted, and 
not knowing whence the wine came, remonstrated with 
the bridegroom for having kept the best wine to the last, 
instead of producing it at the beginning of the entertain- 
ment. But the waiters who had drawn the water knew 
whence the wine came, and the faith of our Lord's 
disciples was strengthened by the evidence of the miracle. 

Whither did our Lord go after this ? 

To Caphernaum, a city on the sea coast, in the borders 
of Zabulon and Nephtali, by which was fulfilled what 
was said by the prophet Isaias : " Land of Zabulon and 
Nephtali, the way of the sea beyond the Jordan, Galilee 
of the gentiles; the people that sat in darkness hath 
seen great light, and to them that sat in the region of 
death light is sprung up. ' 
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Lesson Tenth. 



THE CENTURION'8 SERVANT. — THE WIDOW'S SON OF NAIM. 



Relate the miracle performed in Caphernaum by <w 
Lord on the centurion's servant ? 

" The servant of a certain centarion, who was dear to 
him, being sick, was ready to die ; and when he had heard 
of Jesus, he sent unto Him the ancients of the Jews, 
desiring him to come and heal his servant. And when 
they came to Jesus they besought Him earnestly, saying to 
Him, He is worthy that Thou shouldst do this for him, 
for he loveth our nation and he built us a Synagogue. 
And Jesus went with them ; and when He was now not 
far from the house, the centurion sent his friends to Him, 
saying, Lord, trouble not Thyself, for I am not worthy 
that Thou shouldst enter under my roof, for which cause 
neither did I think myself worthy to come to Thee ; hut 
say the word and my servant shall be healed : for I also 
am a man subject to authority, having under me soldiers, 
and I say to one, Go and he goeth ; and to another, Come 
and he cometh ; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth 
it. Which Jesus hearing, marvelled, and turning about 
to the multitude that followed Him, He said, Amen I say 
to you I have not found so great faith, not even in Israel 
And they who were sent being returned to the house, 
found the servant whole who had been sick." (Luke vii. 8. . ) 

Relate the miracle performed by our Lord soon after 
when going into Nairn ? 

** When He came nigh to the gate of the city, behold a 
dead man was carried out, the only son of his mother and 
she was a widow, and a great multitude of the city was 
with her; whom when the Lord had seen her, being 
moved with mercy towards her, He said to her, Weep 
not ; and He came near and touched the bier, and they 
that carried it stood still. And He said, Young man, 1 
say to thee, arise : and he that was dead sat up and began 
to speak, and He gave him to his mother. And there 
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came a fear upon them all, and they glorified God, saying, 
. A great prophet haa arisen amongat ua, and God hath 
visited his people." (Luke vii. 11.) 




Lesson Eleventh. 

8EHMON ON THE MOUNT. 

Repeat a portion of the discourse known as our Lord's 
Senium on the Mount, which he preached from an eminence 
w the neighbourhood of Capharnaum ? 

" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
possess the land. Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. Blessed are they that hunger and 
thirst after justice, for they shall have their fill. Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed 
are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. Blesaed 
are the peace-makers, for they shall be called the children 
of God. Blessed are they that suffer persecution for 
justice' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

What did our Lord say in that sermon of the perfection 
required of Christians ? 

" Unless your justice abound more than that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven." 
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What was the nature of the justice, or righteousnm, 
which the Scribes and Pharisees made profession of? 

They were most exact observers of the letter of the 
law, and of the entire ceremonial ; they were so particular 
in paying tithes, that they even tithed the herbs of their 
gardens ; they fasted rigorously, made Jong prayers, and 
bestowed abundant alms. But they performed these 
things ostentatiously, in order to gain the reputation of 
holiness, and they preferred themselves before others. 

What lessons of fraternal charity did our Divine Lord 
give in that sermon ? 

That if any of them should remember, when offering 
his gift at the altar, that his brother had any thing 
against him, he should leave there his gift, and go fink 
to be reconciled before offering it. That they should not 
swear, nor seek revenge ; but love their enemies, do good 
to them that hate, bless them that curse, and pray for 
them that persecute and calumniate them. 



Lesson Twelfth, 

ON PRAYER. 

In what manner did our Lord teach His disciples t* 
pray? 

Without ostentation, and in these words: — " Our 
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name ; Thy 
kingdom come ; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread ; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive them who trespass against 
us ; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. Amen." 

In what manner should we pray ? 

With great attention and devotion, and in a respectful 
posture, on bended knees. 

When should we pray ? 

Every morning and every night, in all dangers, tempt* 
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lions, and afflictions ; besides which, in order to comply 
with our Divine Lord's precept, that " we ought always 
pray," we should offer to God all our thoughts, words, 
and actions, and keep ourselves in the state of grace. 

What did our Lord say of prayer as a remedy for 
temptation t 

During His agony in the garden He said to the 
apostles whom He had chosen as witnesses of it, " Pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation." On another occasion He 
said to St. Peter, * 4 Behold, Satan hath desired to have 
thee, that he may sift thee as wheat ; but I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not." (Luke xxii. 31.) 

What conditions are necessary to render our prayers 
mcctptable ? 

We must offer them with a contrite and humble heart, 
with fervour and perseverance, with confidence in God's 
goodness, with resignation to His will, and in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 

What dispositions did our Lord exhort his disciples 
specially to in prayer ? 

Faith, and the forgiveness of injuries ; telling them 
that all things they asked with a firm undoubting faith 
should be granted, were it the removal of a mountain ; 
and that, if they forgave the offences of others, their 
Heavenly Father would forgive theirs ; but if they would 
not forgive, neither would their Father forgive them. 

What parable did our Lord speak to correct those who 
prided themselves on their uprightness, and to show that 
humility is a necessary disposition for prayer? 

" Two men went up into the Temple to pray ; the one 
a pharisee, and the other a publican. The pharisee, 
standing, prayed thus with himself: God, I give Thee 
thanks that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, as also is this publican ; I fast twice a 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, 
standing afar off, would not so much as lift up his eyes 
towards heaven, but struck his breast, saying, God, 
be merciful to me a sinner. I say to you this man went 
down into his house justified rather than the other; 
because every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled, 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 
Luke xviii.) 
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What did our Lord say to exemplify that prayer ought 
to be filial and confiding ? 

" Behold the birds of the air, for they neither bow, nor 
do they reap, nor gather into barns, and your Heavenly 
Father feedeth them : are not you of much more value 

than they ? Be not solicitous, therefore, saying, Whit 

shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewith shall 
we be clothed, for after all these things do the heathen* 
seek ; for your Father knoweth that you have need of all 
these things. Seek ye, therefore, first the kingdom of 
God and His justice, and all these things shall be added 

unto you What man is there among you, of whom, if 

his son shall ask bread, will he reach him a stone ; or if 
he shall ask him a fish, will he reach him a serpent? 
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to them that ask him." 
(Matt. vi. and vii.) 



Lesson Thirteenth. 

ON PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER. 

What did our Lord say to show His disciples the benefit 
of perseverance in prayer ? 

" Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go to 
him at midnight, and shall say to him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves, because a friend of mine is come off hi* 
journey to me, and I have not what to set before him- 
And he from within should answer and say, Trouble me 
not ; the door is now shut and my children are with me 
in bed, I cannot rise and give thee. Yet if he shall 
continue knocking, I say to you, although he will &ot 
rise and give him because he is his friend, yet because of 
his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he 
needeth. And I say to you, Ask, and it shall be given 
you ; seek and you shall find ; knock and it shall be opened 
to you." (Luke xi. 5.) 
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v kat miracle did our Lord perform in reward of 
ility and pereeverance ? 

ur Lord being in the neighbourhood of Tyre and 
in, was met by a woman of Canaan, who cried out to 
1, " Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David, 

daughter is grievously troubled by a devil. Who 
vercd her not a word ; and His disciples came and 
vght Him, saying. Send her away, for she crieth 
r us. And He answering, said, I was not sent but 
he sheep that are lost of the bouse of Israel, But 

came and adored Him, saying, Lord, help me. 
o answering, said, It is not good to take the bread 
he children and cast it to the dogs. But she said, 
, Lord, for the whelps also eat of the crumbs that fall 
i the table of their masters. Then Jesus answering, 

to her, woman, great is thy faith, be it done to 
i as thou wilt. And her daughter was cured from 

hour." (Matt xv. 22.) 




T kat comment does St. John CArysottom make on this 
leulout cure f 

'ur Blessed Saviour, said he, refused at first to listen 
he petition of this Canaauean woman, that, by her 
nple, He might instruct us with what faith, humility, 
perseverance we ought to pray. To make His 
ants the more sensible of His mercy, and the more 
it to obtain it, He often seems to pay no attention 
heir prayers until He has exercised them in the 
Lies of humility and patience. 
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What instruction did our Lord piee i* kU Serum m 
the Mount respecting alma-deeds and fatting ? 

" Take heed that you do Dot your justice before men, 
to be seen by them ; otherwise you shall not have a reward 

of your Father who is in heaven But when tbon dost 

an alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doth, that thy alma may be in secret ; and thy Father, 

who seeth in secret, will repay thee And when you 

fast, be not aa the hypocrites, sad But anoint thj 

head and wash, thy face, that thou appear not to men to 
fast, but to thy Father who is in secret ; and thy Father, 
who eeeth in secret, will repay thee,** (Matt, vi) 

Would our Lord, by these instructions, inculcate M 
His disciples should do no good works in public, and makt 
no profession of piety ? 

No; but He would have them purify their motiw, 
performing all the good in their power, with the sol* 
intention of pleasing God, for in another place He b»j«, 
" By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love one for another." (John xiiL 85.) "Emit 




one, therefore, that shall confess Me before men, I will 
also confess him before my Father who is in heaven. 
But he that will deny Me before men, I will also deny 
him before my Father who is in heaven." (Matt. x. 38-} 
And, " So let your light shine before men, that they may 
aee your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven." (Matt. v. 16.) 
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What illustration did our Lord give some time after that 
was not the value of the gift he regarded so much, as 
'■ good-will with which it was offered ? 
Once, when looking at the people casting their offerings 

the treasury of the Temple, many of the rich gave 
ich, and a poor widow cast in two brass mites, (about 
i value of a farthing). Turning to His disciples, our 
rd said, " Verily I say to you, that this poor widow hath 
t in more than they all ; for all these of their abundance 
re cast into the offerings of God, but she of her want 
h cast in all the living that she had." (Luke xxi.) 
What did our Lord sag of those who hear his words and 
fit of them ? 

1 Every one, therefore, that heareth these my words and 
h them, shall be likened to a wise man that built his 
ise upon a rock; and the rain fell, and the floods 
le, and the winds blew, and they beat upon that 
iso, and it fell not, for it was founded on a rock." 
ttt vii. 25.) 

?o what did our Lord compare those who heard His 
ds and did them not? 

"o a foolish person who built his house upon sand, and 
ch consequently fell as soon as the rain and wind beat 
n it 



Lesson Fourteenth. 

•UB LORD INSTRUCTS HIS APOSTLES. — HE CASTS THB 
BUYERS AND SELLERS OUT OF THE TEMPLE. 

Vhat directions did our Lord give His Apostles ? 

'o preach the gospel, and confirm the doctrine incul- 

d by miracles ; the power of working which He 

arted to them. 

Vhat did he foretell them ? 

hat they would suffer persecution ; but He comforted 

d, by telling them not to be solicitous as to what they 

lid say when brought before governors and kings for 
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His sake ; for that a proper speech would be put into 
their mouths, and the Spirit of their Father would speak 
in them. He reminded them of what He suffered, adding 
that they could not expect to be treated better than their 
Master, and that they ought not to fear those who could 
kill only the body, but rather fear Him who could cast both 
soul and body into hell. 

Had our Lord any other disciples beside the tweke 
Apostles ? 

Yes ; He appointed also seventy-two, whom He sent 
before Him, two and two into every city and place whither 
He Himself was to come. On them also He conferred 
the gift of miracles. 

What did He say to them on their returning to Em 
and recounting with joy that the evil spirits were subject to 
them in His name ? ' 

" I saw Satan like lightning falling from heaven. 
Behold I have given you power to tread upon serpents and 
scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy ; and 
nothing shall hurt you. But yet rejoice not in this, that 
spirits are subject to yon ; but rejoice in this* that year 
names are written in Heaven." (Luke x. 18.) 

Were any persons of distinction disciples of $*r 
Lord? 

Yes ; many, but in secret, for fear of the Pharisees, 
lest they might be cast out of the synagogue ; two are 
specially mentioned, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus; 
the latter came to our Lord at first by night for instruc- 
tion ; and received it from our benign Redeemer. 
(John iii.) 

On what did our Jjord instruct Nicodemus ? 

On the necessity of regeneration by baptism ; on the 
love of God for the world in giving His only begotten Son 
to redeem it; on His (our Divine Lord's) approaching 
Passion and Death, prefigured by the serpent erected by 
Moses, and of the necessity of all believing in Him. 

What manifestation of zeal did our Divine Lord exhibit 
on finding buyers and sellers in the Temple when He went 
on one occasion to celebrate the Pasch ? 

He made a scourge of little cords and drove out the 
sheep and the oxen, poured out the money of the money- 
changers, overthrew their tables ; and said to the sellers 
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doves, " Take these things hence, and make not the 
>use of my Father, a house of traffic." (John ii. 14.) 



llilpllf 



VAat did the Jews say on seeing Sim act thus ? 

What sign dost Thou show us seeing Thou dost these 
lgs?" To which our Lord replied, "Destroy this 
ople, and in three days I will raise it up." He spoke 
he Temple of His body, but they imagining He spoke 
he Temple of worship, said, " Six and forty years was 
; Temple in building, and wilt Thou raise it up in 
te days." But His disciples remembered this word 
■n He was risen from the dead. 
Vhat did our Lord prophesy concerning the Temple ? 
'hat it would be utterly demolished, so that one stone 
ild not remain on another. This prophecy was partly 
.lied at the taking of Jerusalem by Titus after a siege 
en years ; and entirely accomplished by Julian the 
>state, who, thinking to making void the words of our 
ine Redeemer, dug out the very foundation intending 
ebuild the Temple. But God frustrated his impious 
.gn and made him instrumental to the fulfilment of 

prophecy; for when every stone was removed, fire 
ed from the foundations which hindered the workmen 
i approaching and finally obliged them to desist. 
Fhat effect had the destruction of the Temple on the 
jion of the Jem ? 

Pith the Temple their sacrifices ceased, for they were 
oibiled from offering sacrifice in any place but in front 
t 

L 1 
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What occurred when our Lord ixat on Hit way btiei 
Galilee from Jerutalem f 

When He had reached Sicbar, a city of Samaria, 
aat on Jacob'B well to rest, for He was fatigued from 
journey, while His disciples went into the city to' 
provisions ; in the meantime a Samaritan woman ct 
to the well to draw water, of whom our Lord askei 
drink, which request surprised her, as the Jews did 
communicate with the Samaritans, Our Divine Redeei 
ever solicitous for the salvation of souls, improved 
first emotion into a desire of knowing His doctrine, 
attaining life everlasting : and having mentioned to 
some acts of her past life, elicited from her that 
believed Him to be a prophet ; after which she im 
diately consulted him on the matter in dispute bet* 
the Jews and Samaritans, whether God should be ad< 
in Jerusalem or on Mount GerezEim. To which 
Lord replied that salvation was of the Jews, yet that i 
little time the Divine worship would not he eonfinei 
any particular place, because God being a Spirit sou 
true adorers, who would adore him in spirit and in trt 
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The woman having answered that she knew the Messiah 
when come would instruct them in all things, our Lord 
said to her, " I am He who am speaking with Thee." 
On hearing which she left her pitcher, and going imme- 
diately to the city, brought several of the inhabitants to 
Jesus, telling them what He had said to her, and adding, 
,c Is not He the Christ." (John iv.) 

How did the Samaritans act when they came to our 
Lord ? 

They entreated him to remain some time with them, 
to which he consented ; and during his stay He converted 
many, who then told the woman, " We now believe, not 
for thy saying, for we ourselves have heard Him, and 
know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world." 

What miracle did our Lord perform on His return to 
Cana? 

He restored to health, at the distance of a day's journey, 
a ruler's son, who was at the point of death from fever ; 
by which the father and entire family were converted. 

How did our Divine Lord spend the time from his retreat 
in the desert until his death ? 

Going about the cities and towns doing good to all ; 
instructing the ignorant, healing the sick, preaching in 
the Temple, in the synagogues, or in the open air, and 
confirming His doctrine by miracles. 

In what form did our Blessed Lord usually convey His 
instructions to the people ? 

In parables, by which the prophecy was fulfilled, " I 
will open my mouth in parables " (Matt. xiii. 35.) 

How did the Scribes and Pharisees act when they saw 
that multitudes in admiration of the doctrine and miracles 
of our Divine Lord, followed Him ? 

They sent their disciples to ensnare Him, if possible, in 
His speech by proposing questions to Him. The Sad- 
ducees did the same, for though widely differing in doc- 
trine and practice, they combined to oppose our Divine 
Lord. 

Repeat some of their questions ? 

They asked, " Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar or 
not ?" Our Lord knowing their wiliness replied, Show 
me the coin of the tribute. They offered him a penny ; 
Jesus said to them, Whose image and inscription is this ? 
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They answered, Caesar's. Then, He replied, Bender theie- 
fore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's." A little after this, they again 
endeavoured to ensnare Him ; the Sadducees, by pro- 
posing difficulties on the doctrine of the resurrection ; the 
Pharisees, by questioning him on the law ; but He silenced 
both. 

What answer did our Blessed Lord give them when m ft 
Sabbath day they showed Him a man with a withered handy 
and asked, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day ? 

" What man shall there be among you that hath one 
sheep, and if the same fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, 
will he not take hold on it and lift it up. How much 
better is a man than a sheep ? Therefore it is lawful to do 
a good deed on the Sabbath day. Then He said to the man, 
Stretch forth thy hand, and he stretched it forth, and it 
was restored to health even as the other." (Matt. xii. 10.) 



Lesson Sixteenth* 



MIRACLE AT THE POND OF PROBAT1CA AND CURE OF THE 

MAN BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH. 

Do you remember any other miraculous cures effected by 
our compassionate Redeemer on the Sabbath day ? 

Yes, He cured a man who had been infirm thirty-eight 
years ; gave sight to another who had been blind from his 
birth, and restored a woman to health after eighteen years' 
illness. 

Mention the particidars of the first. 

There was at Jerusalem a pond called Probatica, in 
Hebrew Bethsaida, having five porches, in which lay a 
multitude of persons afflicted with divers diseases waiting 
for the moving of the water ; for an angel descended at certain 
times into the pond, and the water was moved, and who- 
ever went down first into the pond after the moving of 
the water was cured. Our Lord visiting this place on the 
Sabbath day, and seeing a man there who had been thirty- 
eight years sick, asked him did he wish to be cured ; the 
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□ replied that he had no person to put him into the 
:er when it was troubled, for while he was going another 
it down before him. Our benign Lord, moved with 
ipassion, desired him to rise, take up his bed and 
k, which he immediately did, being restored to perfect 
1th. (John v.) 

Vhat did the Jeics say to this miracle ? 
They accused the man of breaking the Sabbath by 
ing up his bed, and persecuted our Lord for perfonn- 
nriracles on that day. 

Mention the particulars of the blind man's cure. 
)ur Lord, walking with his disciples, saw a blind man 
ging, and being asked by them whether it was in pu- 
hment of his own, or his parents' sins that the man was 
n blind, answered, Neither; but that tha works of God 
;ht he manifested ; then spitting on the ground He 
de clay of the spittle, and applying it to the blind 
n's eyes, desired him to go to the pool of Siloe and 
:h, which he did, and immediately recovered his sight. 
What did the Pharisees say of our Divine Lord when 
<f beheld this miraculous cure ? 

ome said, that He could not be of God, as He committed 
it they considered a breach of the Sabbath : others 
1, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles ? 
I appealing to the blind man for his opinion he replied, 
leia aprophet." 




Vere they then satisfied T 

lo, but sending for the parents of him who was cured, 
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they inquired was he their son who was born blind, and 
by what means he had acquired his sight. The parents 
admitted that he was the same, but referred them to him- 
self for information as to the manner in which he obtained 
his sight ; for they feared being cast out of the synagogue, 
which the Jews had agreed to do to any who confessed 
our Lord to be Christ. 

Were they then convinced of the certainty of the miracle? 

No, being willing to contest it, and still persisting in 
their obduracy, they endeavoured to make the blind man 
retract the confession he had made in favour of our Lord. 
But failing in this, and only eliciting a more decided act 
of faith, and a confutation of their calumnies, they with 
great anger cast him out. 

What did our Lord say to him on meeting him after tht 
occurrence ? 

" Dost thou believe in the Son of God ? The man 
having answered, Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in 
Him. Jesus said, Thou hast both seen Him and it is He 
that talketh with thee. On which he replied, I believe, 
Lord ;" and, falling down, he adored Him. 



Lesson Seventeenth, 

MIRACLE PERFORMED ON THE WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN SICK 
EIGHTEEN YEARS. — CURE OF THE MAN AFFLICTED WITH 
DROPSY. 

Can you tell the particulars of the miracle performed on 
the woman who had been eighteen years sick ? 

She was in the synagogue on a Sabbath day during our 
Lord's instructions : He, moved with compassion, at her 
condition (for she was bowed together, and could not look 
up) called her and laying His hands on her, delivered her 
from her infirmity, and immediately she was made 
straight and glorified God. (Luke xiii. 13.) 
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What did the ruler of the synagogue say on witnessing 
this miracle ? 

" Six days there are wherein you ought to work ; in 
them therefore come and he healed, and not on the Sab- 
bath day." 

What did our Lord reply ? 

" Ye hypocrites, doth not every one of you on the Sab- 
bath day loose his ox or his ass from the manger and lead 
them to water ; and ought not this daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath bound, lo these eighteen years, be loosed 
from this bond on the Sabbath day?" 

What effect had this defence of our Blessed Lord ? 

His adversaries were ashamed, and the people rejoiced 
at all things that were gloriously done by Him. 

Do you remember any other cure performed by our Lord 
tm the Sabbath day ? 

Yes ; that of a man afflicted with dropsy. 

What are the particulars of it ? 

Our I^ord being entertained at the house of one of the 
principal Pharisees, saw there a man who had a dropsy ; 
turning to the lawyers and Pharisees, He asked, u Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath day ?" but they making no 
reply, He healed him, saying to them, " Which of you 
shall have an ass or an ox fall into a pit, and will not im- 
mediately draw him out on the Sabbath day." (Lukexiv. 1.) 

How should we sanctify the Sabbath ? 

By prayer, assisting devoutly at the holy sacrifice, 
reading pious books, or hearing sermons : and performing 
any spiritual or corporal works of mercy in our power, 
particularly the instruction of the ignorant. We are 
bound also to avoid all unnecessary servile work, and 
whatever might hinder the due observance of the Lord's 
day, or tend to profane it. 

What did our Lord answer when the Scribes and Pharisees 
demanded a sign of His heavenly mission ? 

That He would give them only that of Jonas the prophet; 
for as Jonas was in the body of the whale three days and 
three nights, so should the Son of Man be in the heart of 
the earth three days and three nights. 

Who did our Lord say would rise in judgment with that 
generation and condemn it ? 

The people of Ninive, who did penance at the preaching 
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of Jonas ; and the queen of the south who travelled from 
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon: 
but the people of that generation had greater than either 
Jonas or Solomon to instruct them, yet profited Terr littli 
of it 




Repeat tome of the parable* in which our Divine Lord 
instructed the people ? 

" The sower went forth to sow his seed, and whilst be 
sowed some fell by the way side, and it was trodden down, 
and the birds of the air devoured it. And other some 
fell upon a rock, and as soon as it was sprung up it 
withered away, because it had no moisture. And other 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns growing up vitb 
it choked it ; and other some fell upon good ground, and 
being sprung up yielded fruit a hundred-fold." 

Where woe our Divine Lord while speaking thii parable ! 

In a boat near the shore, which He went into for the 
purpose of instructing the people who crowded on the 
shore. 
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What explanation did our Lord give His disciple* of this 
iarable ? 

" The seed is the word of God, and they by the way 
tide are they that hear, then the devil cometh and taketh 
he word out of their heart, lest believing they should be 
Javed. Now they upon the rock are they, who when 
-hey hear receive the word with joy ; and these have no 
roots ; for they believe fer a while, and in time of temp- 
:ation they fall away. And that which fell among thorns, 
ire they who have heard, and going their way are choked 
frith the cares and riches, and pleasures of this life, and 
field no fruit. But* that on the good ground, are they 
vho in a good and very good heart hearing the word keep 
t, and bring forth fruit' in patience." (Luke viii.) 

Repeat the parable of the oversowing of the cockle f* 

"The kingdom of heaven is likened to a man that sowed 
good seed in his field; but while. men were asleep, his 
snemy came and overspread cockle among the wheat and 
irent his way. And when the blade was sprung up and 
lad brought forth fruit, then appeared also the cockle ; 
ind the servants of the * good men of the house coming 
(aid to him, Sir, didst thou not sow good seed in thy field, 
whence then hath it cockle ? And he said to them, an 
snemy hath done this; And the servants -said to him, 
Wilt thou that we go and gather it up? And he said, 
STo, lest perhaps gathering up the cockle you root up the 
vheat also together with it. Suffer both to grow until the 
larvest, and in the time of the harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather up first the cockle and bind it into 
bundles to burn, but the wheat gather up into my barn." 

How did our Lord expound this parable to His disciples ? 

"He that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man, and 
:he field is the world. And the good seed are the children 
>f the kingdom; and the cockle are the children of the 
wicked one ; and the enemy that sowed them is the devil. 
But the harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers 
ire the angels. Even as cockle therefore is gathered up 
rad burnt with fire, so shall it be at the end of the world, 
the Son of Man shall send His angels and they shall 

* Cockle, a description of weed that grows very fast and chokes 
the grain. 
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gather out of His kingdom all scandals, and them that 
work iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire, 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then 
shall the just shine as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father." (Matt, xiii.) 



"Lesson Nineteenth. 

THE STORM AT SEA. 

Where was our Lord while giving these instructions ? 

In a ship with His disciples on the sea of Galilee, the 
people being assembled on the shore. (Matt. xiii. 1.) 

What did our Lord direct His disciples to do when he 
had finished his instructions to the people ? 

To sail to the opposite coast, which they immediately 
did; but when they had gone some way a great storm 
arose, and the sea beat into the ship so that it filled and 
was in danger of sinking. In the mean time our Lord 
was asleep in the hinder part of the ship, when His dis- 
ciples awoke him saying, " Master, doth it not concern 
Thee, that we perish ; and rising up he rebuked the wind 
and said to the sea, Peace, be still." And the wind 
ceased, and a great calm ensued : and He said to them, 
Why are you fearful, have you not faith yet. And they 
feared exceedingly, and said one to another, Who is this 
thinkest thou that both wind and sea obey Him ? (Mark 
iv. 35.) 

What occurred when they arrived at the opposite coast, 
the country of the Gerasins ? 

Our Lord was met by a man possessed by an evil spirit, 
who falling down adored, crying out, " What have I to do 
with Thee, Jesus, the Son of the Most High God, I beseech 
Thee do not torment me," for our Lord had said, " Go 
out of the man thou unclean spirit." Our Lord asked, 
" What is thy name ?" he replied " Legion, for we are 
many," and they besought Him that He would not com- 
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id them to go into the abyss, but to suffer them to 
:r into a herd of swine that was feeding near. He 
so, and going out of the man they entered the swine, 
the whole herd, to the number of about two thousand, 
into the lake and were stifled. The roan was immc- 




ely restored to reason, became quite peaceable, and 
imed his clothes, which he had not worn for a long 
j ; having lived from the time he became possessed, 
tepulchres, and having been so fierce, that he could 
be approached, nor in any way restrained. In the 
mencement, some attempts were made to bind him 
i with chains, but he had broke through all. (Mark v.) 



Lesson Twentieth. 

THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS RAISED TO LIFE. 

7 hat did our Lord after performing these miracles? 
Ie recrossed the Lake to Galilee, for the Gerasins 
eated him to leave their country, being terrified at 
t they had witnessed. 
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What miracles did He perform 'immediately after 
landing ? 

He raised to life the daughter of Jairus, a ruler of the 
synagogue, and cured a woman who had heen tweto 
years infirm. 

Relate the particulars ? 

As soon as our Lord landed, Jairus fell at His feet, 
earnestly entreating Him to come to his house, and lay 
His hand on his only daughter who was at the point of 
death. Our Lord complied, and while going, a woman 
who had heen twelve years ill, and had in rain spent aO \ 
she had in endeavouring to procure relief, came behind 
and touched His garment, saying withinr herself, " If I 
shall touch but the hem of his garment I shall be cured." 
Immediately on doing so, she was perfectly restored ; and 
our Lord, turning to the crowd that surrounded him, 
asked, " Who hath touched my garments ?" AH denying, 
St. Peter said, " Master, the multitudes throng and press 
Thee, and dost Thou say who touched Me?" But the 
woman seeing that she was discovered, fell at His feet and 
declared the truth, to whom our Lord said, " Daughter, 
thy faith hath "made thee whole, go in peace." Whilst 
He was speaking, a messenger came to Jairus to inform , 
him of his daughter's death, but our Lord said to him, 
" Ffiaf not, believe only, and she shall be safe;" and 
taking with Him Peter, James, and John, He sd&tf 
no others but the father and mother of the girl -to' go "with ? 
Him into the house ; and going to the place where she lay, 
He took her by the hand saying, "Maid arise ;" and her 
spirit returned, and she rose immediately. (Luke viii. 41.) 
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Lemon Twenty-first. 

a. ST. PETER 



gy ^=f =r 



Whither did our Lord go toon after this miracle ? 
To a desert place together with His apostles, but being 
lowed by multitudes, on whose infirmities and igno- 
lce He had compassion, He healed the sick among 
jm, and instructed all until evening, when His apostles 
jged of Him to dismiss them as no food could be had 
that desert place. He replied, " Thej have no need to 
give jou them to eat ;" they answered, " We have only 
e loaves and two fishes ;" " firing them to me," said 
r Lord. Then He directed the multitudes to be seated, 
number about five thousand, and looking up to heaven 
i blessed the five loaves and two fishes, and desired His 
iciples to distribute them : they did bo, and when all 
re satisfied, our Lord commanded the fragments to oe 
ilected that nothing should be wasted ; and with these 
sy filled twelve baskets. 

What did the people say on witnessing this great 
raele? 

" This is of a truth the prophet that is to come into the 
rid :" and they would have made Him king, on which 
r Lord withdrew from among them. 
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Whither did our Lord tend hi* disciples that (BMiwjf 

Across the lake in the ship, He himself remaining 
alone to pray. 

What occurred to them about the middle of the nigk, 
tehen they had gone a considerable distance? 

The wind arose, and the ship was tossed, but our Lori t 
seeing them labouring came to them walking on the 
water, whom when His disciples saw, they cried out, 
thinking it was an apparition ; but he calmed their fa 
saving, " It is I, fenr not." 

What did St. Peter toy ? 

" Lord if it be Thou, bid me come to Thee upon the 
waters ;" to whom our Lord said, " Come ;" and St. Peter 
going down out of the ship walked upon the water to Him, 
but the wind being high he was frightened, and when he 
began to sink, he cried out, " Lord save me ;" on which 
our gracious Lord took hold of him saying, " thon of 
little faith, why didst thou doubt" 




What testimony did those in the ship give, when they me 
what teas done, and that ths storm subsided? 

They adored our Lord, saying, ■■ Indeed Thou art the 
Son of God." 

Relate the particulars of our Lords feeding over fvtr 
thousand people, who collected to hear Sis instruction* aU 
to be cured? 

Being with His disciples on a mountain near the w* 
of Galilee, great multitudes resorted to Him, and con- 



SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 239 

nued with him three days, at the end of which time He 
wired His disciples to give the people food saying, " I 
ill not send them away fasting lest they faint in the way." 
lie disciples replied that they had only seven loaves and 
few small fishes, which they brought to their Divine 
laster, who, having blessed, directed them to be distri- 
cted among the people, who all ate a sufficiency, yet left 
s much fragments as filled seven baskets. 



Lesson Twenty-second. 

IT. PETERS CONFESSION OF CHRIST. — TRANSFIGURATION 

OF OUR LORD. 

What did the people think on seeing the stupendous 
racles wrought by our Divine Lord ? 
Some thought He was John the Baptist risen from the 
ad : others, that He was Elias ; others, that He was 
remias, or one of the ancient prophets. 
What did St. Peter answer when our Lord asked His 
triples, " Whom do you say that I am ?" 
" Thou art Christ the Son of the living God." 
What did our Lord say on this confession of St. Peter ? 
"Blessed art thou Simon Bar-Jona, because flesh and 
K>d hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is 
heaven, and I say to thee that thou art Peter, and 
»on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of 
11 shall not prevail against it. And I will give to thee 
e keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and whatsoever thou 
alt bind upon earth, shall be bound also in heaven ; 
id whatsoever thou shalt loose upon earth, shall be 
osed also in heaven." (Matt, xvi.) 
What did our Lordfortell His disciples soon after this ? 
That he should go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
>m the ancients and chief priests, and be put to death, 
id the third day rise again. 

What did St. Peter on hearing this announcement of our 
rrd? 
He expostulated with Him, saying, " Lord be it far 
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from Thee, this shall not be unto Thee:" but our Lord 

rebuked him for being still so worldly-minded, and DM 
relishing the ignominy of the cross. 

What miraculous occurrence took place about a wttk 
after this? 

Our Lord taking Peter, James, and John, retired to 
mountain, which is generally supposed to be Thabor, to 
pray : and whilst in prayer He was transfigured, assuming 
the appearance of a glorified body; His face shone Mtht 
sun; and his garments became white and glittering, t " 
Moses and Elias appeared conversing wiih Him on '. 
approaching Passion and Death in Jerusalem. St Peter 
seeing them, said, " Lord it is good for us to be hen; let 
us make three tabernacles, one for Thee, one for Mom, 
and one for Elias;" whilst he was speaking, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice out of the cloud 
said, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, 
hear ye Him." The disciples hearing this, fell with ten 
to the ground, but our Lord calmed them, and desired 
them to rise; on doing so they saw Him only, wbo 
charged them not to speak of the vision until He should 
be risen from the dead. 
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Lesson Twenty-Third. 



'hat did our Lord toon after His transfiguration ? 
e set out with His disciples on His return to Jerusa- 
having again foretold to them what be was to Buffer 

Itat happened in a Samaritan city which lay in our 
T* way , arid through which He wot to pass ? 
be inhabitants refused him entrance ; on which James 
John asked permission to call fire down from heaven 
Dnsume them ; but the Lord rebuked them, saying, 

u know not of what spirit you are, the Son of Man 
3 not to destroy souls but to save." And they went 

another town. 

n what subjects did our Lord instruct his disciples on 

n the necessity of humility ; on the danger of giving 
dal, and the necessity of cutting off all occasions of 
on the forgiveness of injuries; on charity, and on 
evil of selling the heart on riches. 
hat exemplification did our Lord give of Christian 
itity ? 
[e placed a little child in the midst, saying, " Unless 




be converted and become as little children, you shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; whosoever there- 
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fore shall humble himself as this little child, he is the 
greater in the kingdom of heaven." 

In what words did our Lord propose Himself as their 
model in this virtue ? 

I€ Take up my yoke upon you and learn of me, because 
I am meek and humble of heart and you shall find rest 
to your souls, for my yoke is sweet and my burden light" 
(Matt. xi. 29.) 

What did our Lord say of those who should give scandal 
to children ? 

" He that shall scandalize one of these little ones that 
believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone 
should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be 

drowned in the depth of the sea See that you despise 

not one of these little ones, for I say to you that their 
angels in heaven, always see the face of my Father who 
is in heaven." 

What did our Lord say of renaming the cause of scandal, 
be it ever so near or dear ? 

" If thy hand or thy foot scandalize thee cut it off and 
cast it from thee. It is better for thee to go into life 
maimed or lame, than having two hands or two feet, to 
be cast into everlasting fire. And if thy eye scandalize 
thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee : it is better for 
thee having one eye to enter into life, than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire." (Matt. v. 29.) 

Are these words to be understood literally ? 

No, as self-mutilation is unlawful ; their meaning then 
is that we are to withdraw ourselves from those things 
and persons that are an occasion of sin to us ; that we 
are to cast from us those objects, though dear to us as oar 
eyes or hands, which we cannot cherish without offending 
God ; that we are to renounce all sinful attachments and 
affections, no matter what pain the renunciation may cost 
us. The plucking out of our eyes and cutting off of our 
hands are never necessary means to secure our salvation, 
as God, on the one hand, gives us grace to avoid using 
them perversely, and on the other forbids us to destroy 
them. If therefore holy persons have, in some instances, 
acted up to the letter of this passage, by maiming them- 
selves to escape guilt toots surely ; we must say either 
that they were excused \>y \gaoxaaae <& ^Oc^ y^^^ 
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whilst they are to be praised for their earnest zeal against 
*in, or, as appears to have been the case in some in- 
stances, that they were justified by a special inspiration 
>f God, who, being supreme Lord of life and limb, could 
anquestionably authorize such actions, which we may 
:herefore admire but not imitate. 



Lesson Twenty-fourth. 

ON FRATERNAL CORRECTION AND FORGIVENE8S OF 

INJURIES. 

What did our Lord say respecting fraternal correction ? 

•' If thy brother shall offend against thee, go and re- 
buke him between thee and him alone. If he shall hear 
thee, thou shalt gain thy brother, and if he will not hear 
thee, take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every word may stand, and if he 
will not hear them, tell the Church." 

What does our Lord say of him who will not hear the 

Church ? 

" Let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican." 

What did our Lord reply when asked by St. Peter how 
often he should forgive one who injured him, should he do 
so seven times ? 

*• I say not to thee till seven times, but till seventy 
times seven times." (Matt, xviii.) 

What parable did our Lord relate to exemplify the 
necessity of forgiving injuries ? 

" The kingdom of heaven is likened to a king who 
would take an account of his servants, and when he had 
begun to take the account one was brought to him that 
owed him ten thousand talents. And as he had not 
wherewith to pay it, his lord commanded that he should 
be sold, and his wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. But that servant fdX\o% &?*?&»,. 
besought him, saying, Have patience mlYi Tftfe *xA 'V 
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will pay thee all ; and the lord of that servant being 
moved with pity, let him go, and forgave him the debt 
But when that servant was gone out, he found one of his 
fellow-servants that owed him a hundred pence, and lay- 
ing hold of him, he throttled him, saying, Pay what 
thou owest. And his fellow-servant falling down besought 
him, saying, Have patience with me and I will pay thee 
all. And he would not, hut went and cast him into 
prison until he paid the debt. Now his fellow-servants, 
seeing what was done, were very much grieved, and they 
came and told their lord all that was done. Then his 
lord called him and said to him, Thou wicked servant I 
forgave thee all the debt because thou besoughtest me ; 
shouldst not thou then have had compassion also on thy 
fellow-servant even as I had compassion on thee. And 
his lord being angry delivered him to the torturers 
until he paid all the debt. So also shall my Heavenly 
Father do to you if you forgive not every one his brother 
from your hearts." (Matt, xviii.) 



Lesson Twenty-fifth. 

ON CHARITY, AND ON THE EVIL OF SETTING THE HKART 

ON RICHES. 

What answer did our Lord give a certain lawyer who to 
tempt Him asked, What must I do to possess eternal life? 

Our Lord said, What is written in the law ? On the 
lawyers replying that it was written, " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole soul and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind, and thy neighbour as thyself." Thou hast answered 
rightly, said our Lord, this do and thou shalt live. 

What parable did our Lord relate on the lawyer's asking, 
Who is my neighbour ? 

"A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho 
and fell among robbers, who also stripped him, and 
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□g wounded him, went away leaving him half dead ; 
it chanced that a certain priest went down the same 

and, seeing him, passed by. In like manner, also, & 
ite, when he was near the place, and saw him 
ed by. [Jut a certain Samaritan being on his journey 
b near him, and seeing him was moved with com- 
ion ; and going up to him bound up his wounds, 
ing in oil and wine, and, setting him upon his 

beast, brought him to an inn and took care of 
And the next day he took out two pence and 

to the host, and said. Take care of him, and wbat- 
sr thou shalt spend over and above, I, at my return, 
repay thee. Which of these three, in thy opinion, 
neighbour to him that fell among the robbers? The 
er replied, He that showed mercy to him. And 
s said to him, (to, and do thou in like manner." 
x s. 25.) 




r hat answer did our Lord give another iiko asked, 
at good shall I do, that I may have life everlasting ? 
If thou uiltenter into life, keep the commandments :" 
young m;m replying that he had kept them from 
youth, but wished to know what was yet wanting to 
, our Lord said, " If thou wilt be perfect, go sell what 
i hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have trea- 
in heaven, and come follow me." 
?hat did the young man do on Hearing these words of our 
I? 
[e went away sad, for he had great possessions. 
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What did our Lord my to His disciple* on teeing Ike 
rick young man go away tad ? 

" How bard is it fur them that trust in riches to enter 
into the kingdom of God. ...It is easier for a camel to pus 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. xix. and Hark i.| 

What did our Lord reply to St. Peter when he raid, 
"Behold we have left all thing* and have followed The, 
what therefore shall tte have ?" 

" Amen I say to you, that you who have followed me, 
in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit on the 
■eat of His Majesty, you also shall sit on twelve seats 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one of joo 
that hath left house or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, 
shall receive a hundred fold, and shall possess life cier- 
lasting." (Matt xix.) 



Letton Tv:ev!y-9uetk. 

PARABLE OF THE KICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 




What parable did our Lord speak to warn the rich agaimt 
using their wealth only for their own indulgence ; and to 
encourage the poor to bear with fortitude the passing suf- 
ferings of this life ? 

" There was a certain rich man who was clothed in 
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)le and fine linen, and feasted sumptuously every 

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus who 

it his gate full of sores desiring to be filled with the 

abs that fell from the rich man's table, and no one 

give him, moreover the dogs came and licked his 
s. And it came to pass that the beggar died and was 
ied by the angels into Abraham's bosom ; and the 

man also died and was buried in hell. And lifting 
his eyes when he was in torments, he saw Abraham 
off, and Lazarus in his bosom ; and he cried and said, 
ler Abraham have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 

he may dip the tip of his finger in water to cool my 
[ue for I am tormented in this flame. And Abraham 

to him, Son, remember that thou didst receive good 
gs in thy lifetime, and likewise Lazarus evil things, 
now he is comforted and thou art tormented. And 
des all this, between us and you there is fixed a great 
>s, so that they who would pass from hence to you 
not, nor from thence come hither." (Luke xvi. 19.) 
Vhat other parable did our Lord speak to show the 
/ of trusting in riches ? 

The land of a certaiu man brought forth plenty of fruits 
i he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do 
ause I have no room where to bestow my fruits ; and 
said, This will I do, I will pull down my barns, and 

build greater, and into them will I gather all things 
b are given to me, and my goods. And I will say to 
soul, Soul thou hast much goods laid up for many 
rs, take thy rest ; eat, drink, make good cheer. But 
1 said to him, Thou fool, this night do they require 

soul of thee, and whose shall these things be which 
u hast provided." So is he that layeth up treasure for 
lself, and is not rich towards God. (Luke xii. 16.) 
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Lesson Twenty-seventh. 



PARABLE OF THE BARREN FIG TREE, AND OF THK 
LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD. 

What parable did our Lord speak to show the necessity 
of doing penance and performing good works ? 

" A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, 
and he came seeking fruit on it, and he found none ; and 
he said to the dresser of the vineyard, Behold for these 
three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I 
find none ; cut it down therefore, why cumbereth it the 
ground? But he answering, said to him, Lord, let it 
alone this year also, until I dig about it and dung it; and 
if happily it bear fruit, but if not, then after that thou 
shalt cut it down." (Luke xiii. 6.) 

Repeat the parable of the labourers in the vineyard ? 

" The kingdom of heaven is like lo a householder who 
went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his 
vineyard ; and having agreed with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going 
out about the third hour, he saw others standing in the 
market-place idle ; and he said to them, Go you also into 
my vineyard and I will give you what shall be just; and- 
they went their way. And again he went out about the 
sixth and the ninth hour and did in like manner ; but 
about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing, and he saith to them, Why stand you here all 
the day idle ? They say to him, Because no man hath 
hired us. He saith to them, Go you also into my vineyard. 
And when evening was come the lord of the vineyard 
saith to his steward, Call the labourers and pay them 
their hire, beginning from the last, even to the first. 
When therefore they were come that canre about the 
eleventh hour, they received exery man a penny : but when 
the first also came, they thought that they should receive 
more ; and they also received every man a penny : and 
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iviDg it they murmured against the master of the 
«, saying. These last bave worked but one hour, and 




i best made them equal to us (bat have borne the 
Jen of tbe day and the beats. But he answering, 

to one of tbem, Friend I do thee no wrong; didst 
i not agree with me for a penny, take what is thine 

go thy way ; I will also give to this lost even as to 
i ; or is it not lawful for me to do what I will ; is thy 

evil because I am good. So shall tbe last be first, 

the first last ; for many are called but fen cbosen." 

it. «.) 

That instruction may you derive from the above parable I 

o labour diligently in performing the duties allotted 
wut murmuring at the comparative ease enjoyed by 
e ; and knowing that labour is appointed by God, to 
lit ourselves of the portion that devolves to us with 
) fidelity as will hereafter merit for us to hear, '* Well 
a good and faithful servant, as thou hast been faithful 
■ few things I will place thee over many, enter into 
joy of thy Lord." 
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Lesson Twenty-eighth. 

PARARLE OP THE YINEYARD LET OUT TO HUSBANDMEN. 

What parable did our Lord speak to forewarn the Je& 
that if they did not repent the kingdom of God should be 
transferred from them to the gentiles ? 

•' There was a man, a householder, who planted a Tine- 
yard, and made a hedge round about it, and dug initi 
press, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, 
and went into a strange country. And when the time of 
the fruits drew nigh, he sent his servants to the husband- 
men that they might receive the fruits thereof. And the 
husbandmen laying hands on his servants, beat one, and 
killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other 
servants more than the former, and they did to them in 
like manner ; and last of all he sent to them his son, 
saying, They will reverence my son. But the husband' 
men, seeing the son, said among themselves, This is the 
heir, come let us kill him and we shall have his inheritr 
ance, and taking him they cast him forth out of the 
vineyard and killed him." (Matt. xxi. 33.) 

What answer did the Jews give when our Iiord wwt 
When therefore the Lord of the vineyard shall come whd 
shall he do to these husbandmen ? 

They replied " He will bring these evil men to an evil 
end, and will let out his vineyard to other husbandmen 
that shall render him the fruit in due season." 

What did our Lord say further ? 

" Have you never read in the Scriptures, The stif* 
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of 
the corner. By the Lord this has been done, and it is wo* 
derful in our eyes. Therefore I say to you that the j 
kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and shall be : 
given to a nation yielding the fruits thereof." 

Was the above parable calculated to remind the Jew* of 

ancient prophecies and so lead tfrem to reflect and repent? 

It was ; both Isaias and Jetetmas YiaA. wifi^&xft&. ^«m 
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jyard on which no trouble had been spared yet 
roduced only briers and thorns. 
t the prophecies P 

beloved had a vineyard on a hill in a fruitful 
.nd he fenced it in, and picked the stones out of 
planted it with the choicest vines, and built a 
1 the midst thereof, and set up a wine press 

and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
rought forth wild grapes. And now,. O ye inhabi- 
Jerusalem, and ye men of Juda, judge between 
my vineyard, what is there that I ought to do 

my vineyard, that I have not done to it And 

arill show you what I will do to my vineyard, 
ke away the hedge thereof, and it shall be wasted ; 
eak down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden 
nd I will make it desolate, and it shall not be 
and it shall not be digged, but briers and thorns 
ne up ; and I will command the clouds to rain 
upon it For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts 
rase of Israel, and the man of Juda His pleasant 
md I looked that he should do judgment and 
iniquity ; and do justice and behold a cry." 
7.) *'Yet I planted them a chosen vineyard 
seed ; how art thou turned unto me, into that 

good for nothing, strange vineyard." (Jer. ii. 

not we likewise derive instruction and warning by 
? parable and prophecies ? 

for though addressed to the Jews, they are appli- 
Christians whom God has planted in His Church, 
n with holy laws, and provided with the holy 
its as so many conduits of His grace. In it He 
the faithful to prune all superfluities by mortifica- 
dig deeply into their souls by a profound know- 
self ; to root out by contrary acts the briers of 
labits ; and water with tears of compunction the 
dons of their hearts, that so they may render fruit 
3ason, and deserve praise instead of reproach from 
lavenly Master. 
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Leuon Twenty-ninth. 




Repeat the parable of the marriage featt ? 

"The kingdom of heaven is likened to a king who 
made a marriage for his son ; and he Bent his servants to 
call them that were invited to the marriage, and they 
would not come. Again he sent other servants, saving, 
Tell them that were invited, Behold I have prepared m» 
dinner, my beeves and fatlings are killed, and all things 
are ready, come ye to the marriage. But they neglected 
and went their ways, one to his farm and another to his 
merchandize, and the rest laid hands upon his servants, 
and having treated them contumeliously put them lo 
death. But when the king had heard of it, he was angry, 
and sending his armies he destroyed those murderers and 
burned their city. Then he saith to bis servants, The 
marriage indeed is ready, but they that were invited wen 
not worthy, go ye therefore into the highways, and &» 
many as you shall find call to the marriage. And bii 
servants going forth into the ways, gathered together all 
tbat they found both bad and good ; and the marriage wo* 
filled with guests. And the king went in to see the 
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and be saw there a man who had not on a wedding 

it, and he saith to him, Friend how earnest thou in 

not having on a wedding garment, but he was 

Then (he king said to the waiters, Bind his hands 

lis feet, and cast him into the exterior darkness; 

shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth ; fur many 

died but few are chosen." (Matt. xxii. 1.) 

hat application may you make of this parable in order 

rive fruit from it? 

o approach the Holy Table at the appointed times 
i due preparation, humility and gratitude; and never 
presume to do so unless clothed with the nuptial 
e of charity, and the grace of God. 
What parable did our Lord relate to warn Hit duciplee 
be always prepared for death ? 

"Then shall the kingdom of heaven be like to ten 
rgins, who, taking their lamps, went out to meet the 




bridegroom and tbe bride : and five of them were foolish 
and five wise. But the five foolish having taken their 
lamps, did not take oil with them, but the wise took oil 
in their vessels with tbe lamps. And the bridegroom 
tarrying, they all slumbered and slept; and at midnight 
there was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom Cometh go 
ye forth to meet him ; then all these virgins arose and 
trimmed their lamps : and the foolish said to the wise 
Give ua of your oil, for our lamps are gone out. Th< 
wise answered, saying, Lest perhaps there be not enougl 
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for us and for you, go ye rather to them that sell and 1 
for yourselves. Now whilst they went to buy the bri 
groom came, and they that were ready went in with I 
to the marriage, and the door was shut. But at last ca 
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord open to ua; 
he answering, said, Amen I say to you, I know you i 
Watch ye therefore, because ye know not the day nor 
hour." (Matt. xxv. 1.) 



Letson Thirtieth. 

PARABLE OF THE T.08T SHEEP AND OF THE PRODIGAL 1 

What parablet did our Lord relate to encourage ml 
to repent and return to their duties ? 

Those of the lost sheep and the prodigal son. 

Relate the parable of the lost sheep ? 

"What man of you that hath an hundred sheep, i 
if he shall lose one of them doth he not leave the nni 
nine in the desert, and go after that which was lostu 
he find it. And when he hath found it, lay it upon 
shoulders rejoicing ; and coming home call together 
friends and neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with 
because I have found my sheep that was lost. I aa; 
you, that even bo there shall be joy in heaven upon 
sinner that doth penance more than upon ninety-i 



just who need not penance." (Luke xv. 4.) 
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■d not our Lord compare Himself to a skepktrd ? 

b did, sariog, " I am the good shepherd. The good 

herd giveth his life for hia aheep, but the hireling 

he that is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are 
seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep and 
1 ; and the wolf catcheth and scattereth the sheep ; 
the hireling flieth because he is a hireling, and he 

no care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and 
ow mine and mine know me." (John X. 2.) 
a* our Lord announced by any of the prophet* under 
tgure of a tkepherd ? 
e was, by the prophets Isaias and Ezekiel ; the latter 

" And I will set up one shepherd over them." 
xxxiv. 23,) the former, " He shall feed his flock like 
ephcrd. He shall gather together the lambs with His 

and shall take them up in His bosom." (Is. xl. 11.) 
epeat the parable of the prodigal eon ? 
A certain man had two sons, and the younger of them 
to his father, Father give me the portion of substance 
falleth to me ; and he divided unto them his sub- 
se. And not many davs after, the younger son, 
ering all together, went abroad into a far country, 

there wasted his substance, living riotously. And 
- he had spent all, there came a mighty famine in 
country, and he began to be in want, and he went 
cleaved to one of the citizens of that country, and he 

him into bis farm to feed swine. And he would 




256 CATECHISM OF 

fain have filled his belly with the husks the swine did 
eat, and no man gave unto him. And returning to 
himself he said, How many hired servants in my fathers 
house abound with bread, and I here perish with hunger. 
I will aiise, and will go to my father and say to him, 
Father I have sinned against heaven and before thee, I 
am not now worthy to be called thy son, make me as one 
of thy hired servants. And rising up, he came to his 
father ; and when he was yet a great way off, his father 
saw him, and was moved with compassion, and running 
to him fell upon his neck and kissed him. And the sou 
said to him, Father I have sinned against heaven and 
before thee, I am not now worthy to be called thy son. 
And the father said to his servants, Bring forth quickly 
the first robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand and shoes on his feet ; and bring hither the fatted 
calf and kill it; and let us eat and make merry, because 
this my son was dead and is come to life again, was lost 
and is found." (Luke xv.) 

What may we learn from this parable ? 

That whenever we are so unhappy as to stray away from 
our Heavenly Father by sin, we ought to enter into our- 
selves and return speedily with the sentiments of humility 
and contrition evinced by the prodigal, and then we may 
humbly hope for a similar reception." 



Lesson Thirty-first. 

PARABLE OF THE TEN TALfcNT8. 

What parable did our Lord speak to show the necessity 
of diligently co-operating with the designs of God, and being 
ever ready to render an account of the gifts received ? 

" A man going into a far country called his servants, 
and delivered to them his goods ; and to one he gave five 
talents, and to another two, and to another one ; to every 
one according to his proper ability, and immediately he 
took his journey. And he that had received the five 
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mts, went his way, and traded with the surae and 
ned other five; and in like manner he that had 
jived twu, gained other two i but lie that had received 
one, going his way, digged into the earth and hid his 
i'a money. But after a long time, the lord of these 
rants came and reckoned with them, and he that had 
eived the five talents, coming, brought other five talents, 
ing. Lord thou didst deliver to me five talents, behold 
live gained other five over and above. His lord said 




dm. Well done good and faithful servant, because thou 
t been faithful over a few things, I will place thee over 
ly, enter thou into the joy of thy lord. And he that 

received the two talents, came and said. Lord, thou 
veredst to me two talents, behold I have gained other 
His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful 
ant, because thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
ill place thee over many, enter thou into the joy of 
Lord. But he that had received the one talent, came 

said, Lord, I know that thou art a hard man, that 
i reapest where thou hast not sown, and gatherest 
re thou hast not strewed; and being afraid, I went 

bid thy talent in the earth, behold, here thou hast 
; which is thine. And his lord answering, said, 
:ked and slothful servant, thou knowest that I reap 
re I sow not, and gather where I have not strewed ; 
i oughtest therefore to have committed my money to 

bankers, and at my coming I should have received 

own with usury. Take ye therefore the talent from 
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him and give it to him that hath ten talents, for, toereiy |& 
one that hath, shall be given and be shall abound : bat 
from him that hath not, that also which he .seemethte 
have shall be taken away, and the unprofitable servant 
cast ye out into the exterior darkness ; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." (Matt. xxv. 14.) 



Lesson Thirty-second. 

MIRACULOUS CURE OF THE TEN LEPERS — LAZARUS RAISED 

TO LIFE. 

Relate the particulars of the miracle performed on tin 
ten lepers ? 

" As He (our Lord) was going to Jerusalem, He passed 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee ; and as Be 
entered into a certain town, there met Him ten men that 
were lepers, who stood afar off and lifted up their voice 
saying, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. Whom when 
He saw, He said, Go show yourselves to the priests : and 
it came to pass, as they went, they were made clean. And 
one of them, when he saw that he was made clean, went 
back, with a loud voice glorifying God, and he fell on his 
face before His feet giving thanks, and this was a Sama- 
ritan. And Jesus answering, said, were not ten made 
clean, and where are the nine ; there is no one found to 
return to give glory to God but this stranger." (Luke 
xvii. 11.) 

What do the holy Fathers say of the duty of manifesting 
gratitude to God ? 

That no favour from God ought to be received without 
the deepest sense of gratitude ; gratitude in return for one 
favour is the surest way to receive a second. Gratitude 
is a part of Christian duty, it is a pleasing virtue and the 
characteristic of a good heart. And we read in the book 
of Wisdom, (xvi. 29), " The hope of the unthankful shall 
melt away as the winter's iee, wad shall run off as un- 
provable water." 
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ite the miracle of raising Lazarus to life ? 
lere was a certain man sick, named Lazarus, of 
lia, of the town of Mary, and Martha, her sister ; 
[ary was she that anointed the Lord with ointment 
ped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
ck.) His sisters therefore sent to Him, saying, 
behold he whom Thou lovest is sick. And Jesus 
g it, said to them, This sickness is not unto death, 
• the glory of God, that the Son of God may be 
jd by it. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
md Lazarus. When he had heard, therefore, that he 
;k, He still remained in the same place two days, 
ifter that He saith to His disciples, Let us go into 

again. The disciples say to Him, Rabbi, the 
ut now sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither 
1 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours of 
y ? If a man walk in the day he stumbleth not, 
e he seeth the light of this world. These things 
d, and after that He said to them, Lazarus, our 

sleepeth, but I go that I may awake him out of 
ep. His disciples therefore said, Lord if he sleep, 
U do well ; but Jesus spoke of his death, and they 
it that he spoke of the repose of sleep. Then 
•re Jesus said to them plainly, Lazarus is dead ; 
am glad for your sake that I was not there, that 
sty believe, but let us go to him. Thomas, there- 
ho is called Didymus, said to his fellow-disciples, 

also go, that we may die with Him. Jesus there- 
me, and found that he had been four days already 
grave. (Now Bethania was near Jerusalem, about 
furlongs off.) And many of the Jews were come 
tha and Mary to comfort them concerning their 
r. Martha, therefore, as soon as she heard that 
was come, went to meet Him, but Mary sat at 
Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if Thou 
been here, my brother had not died ; but now, 
know that whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God, God 
re it Thee. Jesus saith to her, Thy brother shall 
ain. Martha saith to Him, I know that he shall 
am in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said 
, I am the resurrection and the life. He thai 
th in me, although he be dead, &Yu3\ \vsfc, mA 
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every one that liveth and believeib in me shall not 
forever- Believent thou this? She satth to Hiro,1 
Lord, I have believed that Thou art Christ the Son of 
living God. who oit come into this world. And v 
she had said those things, she went and called her si 
Mary secretly, saying. The Master is come and col 
for thee. She, ns soon as she heard this, riseth quit 
and cometh to Him ; for Jesus was not yet come into 
town, but he was still in that place where Martha 
met Him. The Jews, therefore, who were with her in 
house and comforted her, when they saw Mary tb at 
rose up speedily, and went out, followed her, saying, 
goetli to the grave to weep there. When Mary, there 
was come where Jesus was, seeing Hi:n, she fell do* 
His feet, and saith to Him, Lord, if Thouhadst' 
here, my brother had not died. Jesus, therefore, » 
Ho saw her weeping, and the Jews that were come 
her, weeping, groaned in the spirit, and troubled I 
self, and said, Where have jou laid him ? Tbey sa 
Him, Lord, come and see ; and Jesus Wept. The. 
therefore said, Behold how He loved him ; but sor 
them said, Could not He that opened the eyes of the 
born blind have caused that this man should not 
Jesus, therefore, again groaning in Himself, come 
the sepulchre. Now it was a cave, and a stone was 
over it. Jesus saith, Take away the stone. Martha 
sister of him that was dead, saith to Him. Lord, by 




time he siinketb. for he is now of four days. Jesus 
to her, Did not I say to thee that if thou believe, 
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t see the glory of God- They took, therefore, the 
e away, and Jesus lifting up His eyes, said, Father, 
ve Thee thanks that Thou hast heard me ; and I 
v that Thou nearest me always, but because of the 
le who stand about have I said it, that they may 
>ve that thr-u hast sent me. When He had said 
e things, He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come 
i; and presently he that had been dead came forth ; 
id feet and hands, with winding bands, and his face was 
id about with a napkin. Jesus said to them, Loose 

and let him go. Many, therefore, of the .Jews, who 
i come to Mary and Martha, and had seen the things 

Jesus did, believed in Him." (John xi.) 
id these great miracles seem to allay the animosity of 
Jens against our Divine Lord, and make them relent 
Mr evil detigni ? 

o ; on the contrary, they more earnestly sought His 
h, and Caiphaa, the High Priest of that year, advised 
being put to death. 



Lesson Thirty- third. 

iiaby magdalen's forgiveness pronounced bt < 





itli 



lelate the circumstance* at length that are alluded to 

oe of Mary's anointing our Lord's feet ? 

)ur Lord being invited to the house of a Pharisee was 
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at table with him when a woman,* a sinner, hearing it, 
came in, bringing an alabaster box of precious ointment, 
and standing behind at His feet, she washed them with 
her tears, and wiped them with her hair, and anointed 
them with the ointment, the perfume of which filled the 
whole house. On seeing this, the Pharisee, who had 
invited Him, said within himself, If this man were a 
prophet, He would know surely who, and what kind of 
woman this is. Our Lord replying to this thought, said, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. A certain 
creditor had two debtors, the one owed five hundred 
pence, and the other fifty ; and whereas, they had not 
wherewith to pay, he forgave them both ; which, there- 
fore, of the two loveth him most ? Simon replying that 
he supposed it was he to whom most was forgiven. Out 
Lord told him he had answered correctly, and turning to 
the woman, He said to Simon, Dost thou see this woman? 
I entered into thy house. Thou gavest me no water fa 
my feet ; but she with tears hath washed my feet, and 
with her hair hath wiped them. Thou gavest me no 
kiss, but she, since she came in, hath not ceased to kiss my 
feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint, but she 
with ointment hath anointed my feet. Wherefore I say 
to thee many sins are forgiven her, because she hath 
loved much ; but to whom less is forgiven, he loveth less. 
And He said to her, Thy sins are forgiven thee." (Luke vii.) 

What did Judas Iscariot say when he saw Mary Mag- 
dalen pour out the precious ointment on our Lord,* 
feet ? 

Why was this waste of the ointment? Why was it 
not sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? 
which he said not, because he cared for the poor, but 
because he carried the purse, and was a thief. But our 
Lord Himself undertook her defence, desiring her not to 
be molested, saying the poor were always among them, 
and when they wished they might serve them; but Him 
they had not always. He concluded by foretelling that 
wherever the gospel should be preached in the whole 

* Some commentators think that this Mary, and Mary the silter 
of Lazarus, are two distinct persons ; others think from the dream- 
stances that they are the same. 
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1, what she had done should be told in memory 

hat did those at table say icithin themselves when they 
i our Lord pronounce St. Mary Magdalen's forgive- 

Who ia this that forgive th sins also ?." 

'hat miracle did our Lord perform on a former occasion, 

rove, to those who questioned it, that He had poicer 

6 cured a man afflicted with palsy, who was let down 
bed through the roof of the house in which He was 
lg instructions, for those who carried the patient 
i not get in at the door on account of the crowd. 
m our Lord saw their faith, He said, " Man, thy sins 
orgiven thee." The Scribes and Pharisees hearing 
e words, began to think, " Who is this that epeaketh 
ahemien ? Who can forgive sins but God alone ?" 
Lord answering their thoughts, replied, "Which is 
;r to say, thy sins are forgiven thee ; or to say, arise 
walk, But that you ma; know that the Son of Man 
i power on earth to forgive sins, (He saith to the sick 
be palsy), I say to thee, arise, take up thy bed, and 
ato thy house." And immediately rising up before 
a, he took up the bed on which he lay, and went away 
is own house glorifying God. 
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What did our Lord say, when, notwithstanding the many 
miracles He wrought, the Jews persisted in their unbelief, 
and even sought to take his life when He declared Himself 
to be the Son of God ? 

That their obstinacy and hatred were inexcusable, 
inasmuch as tbey had not only heard His doctrine, bat 
witnessed His miracles, the like of which had never been 
done before. And that they had fulfilled the prophecy, 
" They hated me without cause." (Ps. xxiv. 19.) 



Lesson Thirty-fourth, 

ON THE SIGNS THAT ARE TO PRECEDE THE END OF THE 

WORLD. 

What did our Lord say would be the signs of the ap- 
proaching end of the world ? 

That there would be wars and rumours of wars, that 
nation would rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, and in many places earthquakes and famines, 
and such tribulation as there was not the like from the 
beginning of the world ; after which, the sun and moon 
would be darkened, and the stars fall from heaven. 

In what way did our Lord say He would come at the 
end of the world ? 

" Then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven, and then shall all tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with much power and majesty. And He shall 
send His angels with a trumpet and a great voice, and 
they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from the farthest parts of the heavens to the utmost 
bounds of them." (Matt. xxiv. 30—31.) 
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What did our Lord foretel would be the employment of 
the people at the end of the world ? 

The same as at the time of the Deluge. 

In what manner did our Lord foretel He would address 
the just on His second coming ? 

" Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry, and you gave me to eat ; I was thirsty, and 
you gave me to drink ; I was a stranger and you took me 
in ; naked and you covered me ; sick and you visited me ; 
I was in prison and }*ou came to me. Then shall the 
just answer, saying, Lord when did we see Thee hungry 
and fed Thee ; thirsty, and gave Thee drink : and when 
did we see Thee a stranger and took Thee in ; or naked 
and covered Thee ; or when did we see Thee sick or in 
prison and came to Thee ? And the king answering 
shall say to them, Amen I say to you, as long as you did 
it to one of these my least brethren, you did it to me." 

What will our Lord say to the wicked at the last day ? 

*' Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting fire which 
was prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was 
hungry and you gave me not to eat ; I was thirsty and 
you gave me not to drink ; I was a stranger and you took 
me not in ; naked and you covered me not ; sick and in 
prison and you did not visit mc. Then they also shall 
answer Him, saying, Lord when did we see Thee hungry-. 
or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, 
and did not minister to Thee ? Then he shall answer 
them saying, Amen I say to you, as long as you did it 
not to one of these least, neither did you do it to 
me." (Matt, xxv.) 
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Lesson Thirty-five. 

OUR LORD F0RETEL8 HIS APPPOACH1NG PA8SION.— HIS 
REPLY WHEN CALLED ON FOR A SIGN SIMILAR TO TBS 
MANNA. 

What did our Lord foretel His disciples when he had 
finished His instructions concerning their preparation fir 
the last judgment ? 

He said to them, *' You know that after two days shall 
be the Pasch, and the Son of Man shall be delivered up 
to be crucified." (Matt. xxvi. 2.) 

In what manner did our Lord enter Jerusalem a Jew 
days previous to the pasch ? 

Riding on a young ass, on which His disciples had laid 
their garments : many also spread their garments in the 
way, and others cut down boughs from the trees ; and all 
with one voice proclaimed, " Hosanna to the Son of David, 
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord ; 
Hosanna in the highest." 

What prophecy was fulfilled by our Lord's entering 
Jerusalem in that manner ? 

That of Zacharias, Si Rejoice greatly O daughter of 'Sion; 
shout for joy daughter of Jerusalem, Behold thy King 
will come to thee, the Just and Saviour, He is poor, end 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ««." 
(Zach. ix. 9.) 

On what day does the Church celebrate this triumphant 
entry of our Lord into Jerusalem ? 

On Palm Sunday, when branches of palms or other 
evergreens are blessed and distributed among the faithful, 
who hold them in their hands during the reading of the 
Passion on that day, in commemoration of the event. 

Did the Jews long retain the sentiments they expressed 
on the day our Lord entered Jerusalem amidst their aecfo 
mations? 

No, in a few days after, they joined the chief priests 
and ancients in demanding of Pilate to put him to death; 
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and to overrule Pilate's objection to condemn a just per- 
son, cried out, " His blood be upon us and upon our 
children." 

How did the chief priests and ancients get our Lord 
into their power t 

He was betrayed to them for thirty pieces of silver by 
Judas Iscariot, one of tbe twelve apostles. The chief 
priests had long sought His death, but feared the people 
to arrest Him publicly, aud therefore gladly availed 
themselves of the treachery of Judas. 

What did our Lord reply when the Jews said to Him, 
** What sign dost Thou show that we may see and may 
believe Thee ; what dost Thou work; our fathers did eat 
manna in the desert, as it is written, He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat ?* 

He replied, 4< Amen, amen I say to you, Moses gave 
you not bread from heaven, but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven : for the bread of God is that 
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life to the 
world...... I am the bread of life, he that cometh to me 

shall not hunger, and he that belie vet h in me shall never 

thirst And this is the will of my Father that sent me, 

that every one who seeth the Son, and believeth in Him, 
may have life everlasting, and I will raise him up in the 
last day." (John vi. 34....) 

What part of this did the Jews murmur at ? 

At his saying. •• I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven." 

What did our Lord answer to their murmurs ? 

He repeated what He had said, adding, •• If any man eat 
of this bread he shall live for ever ; and the bread that I 
will give is my flesh for the life of the world.*' 

What fresh objection did the Jews raise t 

They said, " How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat." 

What did our Lord reply to that ? 

44 Amen, amen I say unto you, except you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink His blood you shall not have 
life in you ; he that eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood hath everlasting life, and I will raise him up in the 
last day ; for my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed ; he that eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
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blood, abideth in me and I in him. As the living Father 
hath sent me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth 
me, the same also shall live by me. This is the bread 
that came down from heaven ; not as your fathers did eat 
manna, and are dead. He that eateth this bread shall 
live for ever." (John vi. 54 to 59.) 

What did our Lord say to his disciples when He found 
that many of them also murmured at what He said ? 

"Doth this scandalize you; if then you see the Son of 
Man ascend up where He was before ? It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life ; but there 
are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from 
the beginning who they were that did not believe, and 
who he was that would betray Him. And He said, 
Therefore did I say to you that no man can come to me 
unless it be given him by my Father." 

What effect had these words of our Lord on His dis- 
ciples ? 

Many of them deserted Him. 

What did our Lord say to the twelve when He saw the 
others leave Him ? 

" Will you also go away ?" to which Simon Peter replied, 
" Lord to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life ; and we have believed and have known that 
Thou art the Christ the Son of God." (John vi. 68 to 70.) 



Lesson Thirty sixth. 

OUR LORD DIRECTS HIS APOSTLES TO PREPARE THE PASCH. 
HE INSTITUTES THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. 

What directions did our Lord give His disciples aM 
preparing the Pasch ? 

He desired Peter and John to go into the city, /rod 
follow a man whom they should meet carrying a pitcher 
of water, and ask the master of the house into which he 
should enter for a room in which to prepare the Pascb, 
telling them he would show them a large dining-room 
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furnished. They did as our Lord directed, and found 
every thing as he had said, and made ready the Pasch, 
to which He with the twelve apostles came at the ap- 
pointed hour in the evening. 

What did our Lord say to hit apostles when they were 
about to eat the Patch ? 

" With desire, I have desired to eat this Pasch with you 
before I suffer, for I say to you that from this time I will 
not eat it, lill it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 

What remarkalte act of humility did our Lord perform 

He arose from table, laid aside His garments, and 
having girded Himself with a towel, poured water into a 
basin and washed the feet of His apostles. 




What did St. Peter say when lie saw Hit Divine 
Master approach to wash his feet ? 

"Lord dost thou wash my feel? Thou shah never 
wash my feet." But on our Lord's saying, " If I wash 
thee not thou shall have no part with me." St Peter 
replied, -Lord, not only my feet, but also my hands and 
my head." 

What did our Lord say when lie sat down to table again 
after washing His disciples feet ? 

" Know ye what I have done to you ? You call me 
Master and Lord, and you say well for so I am : if then I 
being your Lord and Master have washed your feet, you 
ought also to wash one another's feet; for I have given 
you an example, that as I have done to you so you do also." 
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What did our Lord foretel His apostles on that occam* 
as a further proof of His being the Meisias ? 

That one of llieui was about to betray Rim; and the 
Scripture would be fulfilled which says, '" He that eatttk 
bread with me shall lift vp hit heel against me. The 
Son of Wan indeed goelh as it is written of Him; but 
wo to that man by whom the Son of Man shall be 
betrayed ; it were better for him if that man had not 
been born." 

What did the apostles *ay ? 

Being very much troubled each asked, " Is it I, Lordf 
And even Judas, who betrayed him. said, " Is it I. Rabbif 
To whom our Lord replied, " Thou hast SHid it." 

What did our Lord when He and His apostles had eaten 
the Pasch and fully accomplished the ceremonies prescribed 
by the dt&law ? 

" Takifig'bread He gavu thanks, and brake ; and gave 
to them, saving. This is my body which is given for yon, 
do this for a commemoration of me. In like manner the 
chalice also, afler He had supped. Baying. This is the 
chalice, the new testament in my blood which shall be 
shed for you." 




Does any other apostle allude to the Last Supper ofottr 
Lord? 

Yes; St. Paul, in his First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
eleventh chapter, says, " I have received of the Lord that 
which also I have delivered unto you, ibat the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which he was betrayed took bread, and 
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giving thanks, broke and said, Take ye and eat, this is 

my body which shall be delivered for you ; this do for the 

commemoration of me. In like manner also the chalice, 

«fter he had supped, saying, This chalice is the new 

testament in my blood ; this do ye as often as you 

shall drink for the commemoration of me. For as often 

as you shall eat this bread and drink the chalice you shall 

show the death of the Lord until He come. Therefore 

whosoever shall eat this bread or drink the chalice of the 

Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and of the 

blood of the Lord. But let a man prove himself, and so 

let him eat of that bread and drink of the chalice. For 

he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 

drinketh judgment to himself not discerning the body of 

the Lord." 

What commandment did our Lord give His apostles, 
and by pre eminence call his own, when He had instituted 
the Blessed Eucharist ? 

To love one another as He had loved them. He on 
that occasion foretold them the sufferings they should 
meet for His sake, exhorted them to constancv, and com- 
fortcd them in the grief they felt at hearing He was soon 
to be taken from them, by telling them that He was going 
to prepare a place for them ; as where He was they should 
be, and that He would send them the Paraclete, the 
Spirit of Truth, to instruct and guide them. 
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Lesson Thirty seventh. 




OUK LORDS 1GONT [S THE 

or judas. — ST. i 

Whither did our Lord lead his disciples when Be had 
finished his last instructions, u„d had prayed for them ? - 

Across the brook Kedron to the garden of Gethsemani. 

II hat did our Lord say to his disciples white on their 
icay to Gethsemani ? 

"All you shiill lie scutulalized in me this night; for it 
is written, I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of tke 
Jlock shall be dispersed. Hut ufler I shall be risen again, 
I will go before vou into Galilee." 

What did St. Peter reply ? 

"Although nil shall be scandalized in Thee. I wilt 
never be scandalized : yea, though I should die «iih 
Thee. I will not deny Thee." 

What did ovr Lord say to St. Peter ? 

"Amen, I say to Thee that in this night before the 
cock crow, thou wilt deny me thrice." 

What did our Lord when he reached Gethsemani ? 

Leaving the disciples at some distance, except Peter, 
James, and John, formerly witnesses of his Transfigura- 
tion, now chosen to witness Va n^oivj \ He laid them that 
Sis soul was sorrowful evenurAo fc«&., *»&.&»«««.&. ft** 
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lay and watch with him. Then going forward a little 
falling on His face, He prayed, saying, " My Father, 
; be possible, let this chalice pass from me ; neverthe- 
not ae I will but as Thou wilt.'' 

PA«i our Lord returned to Hie three chosen disciples, 
did he find them ? 

sleep : He said to Peter, " What, could you'not watch 
hour with me ? Watch ye and pray, that ye enter 
into temptation ; the spirit, indeed is willing, but 
flesh is weak." 

Hd they watch during the remainder of the time? 
o; for when our Lord returned to them during His 
er a second and third time they were also asleep. 
T .ow viae our Lord affected during Hie prayer in the 
ten? 

is mental suffering was so intense, that it produced a 
dy sweat, which trickled down over his body in great 
>s to the ground; during it an angel from heaven 
s to comfort Him. 

'hat occurred at the close of our Lord's prayer and 
y in the garden ? 

idas, one of the twelve, came, accompanied by an 
id multitude sent by the chief priests and ancients 
iprehend our Lord. And lest He might escape in 
larkness, or some one else be apprehended in mis- 
Judas had given them a sign, that the person whom 
hould kiss was He, and immediately going to our 
i, he said, " Hail Rabbi," and kissed Him. 
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Did our Lord resent the treachery and reproach Judat 
for it ? 

No ; He meekly said, Friend, whereto art thou come.,. 
Judas, dost thou betray the Son of Man with a kiss? 

How did the rest of the disciples act, ? 

At first, they made a faint resistance, and St. Peter, 
drawing a sword, cut off the right ear of Malchus, servant 
to the High Priest ; hut our Lord desired them to desist, 
and touching the servant's ear, healed it. Then the 
disciples leaving Him all fled away, and our Lord was 
led prisoner to the High Priest's house, where the ancients 
were assembled, determined to condemn Him. 

Did any of the disciples follow our Lord to the High 
Priest's ? 

Yes ; one whose name is not mentioned, and St Peter, 
who followed at a distance, and entering, stood with the 
officers and servants at a fire, waiting the result of the 
trial. 

What occurred whilst St. Peter was at the fire ? 

The portress accused him of having been with our 
Lord ; but St. Peter denied it, saying, " Woman, I know 
Him not." A little while after, another repeated the 
charge, and again St. Peter denied. About an hour 
after, some others affirmed the same, and amongst them 
a kinsman of Malchus ; but St. Peter repeated the deniil, 
and immediately the cock crew : then remembering the 
word our Lord had spoken, *' Before the cock crow, thou 
wilt deny me thrice." He went out and wept bitterly. 
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Lesson Thirty-eighth 




How did the High Priest and council treat our Lord ? 
To give some show of justice to their proceedings, they 
mmoned a great many witnesses to give testimony 
ainst Him ; but their evidence was bo contradictory, 
it the judges, though anxious, could not condemn 
■m. At length the High Priest observing that our 
>rd maintained profound silence, rising up, said, " I 
jure Thee by the living God, that Thou tell ue if Thou 
the Christ the Son of God." Our Lord replied in the 
irmative, adding, " Hereafter you shall see the Son of 
m sitting on the right hand of the power of God, and 
ning in the clouds of heaven." Then the High 
iest rent his garments, saying. " He hath blasphemed, 
at fnriber need have we of witnesses ? Behold now 
i have heard the blasphemy. What think you?" 
:y answered, " He is guilty of death." 
flow did the attendant* then treat our Lord ? 
Most injuriously and cruelly. They blindfolded and 
leted Him. Some spat in his face, and others struck 
m in the face, saying, " Prophesy unto us, Christ, 



376 CATECHISM OF 

who is he that struck Thee ?" Which cruel mockery it 
is supposed they continued until morning, when the High 
Priest and ancients re- assembled, and delivered our Lonl 
to the Roman governor to be executed. 




Why did they not put Him to death them&efaet, a* tfoj 
were to desirous of it 1 

The death prescribed by the Jewish law was by atoning ; 
and it would appear that power over life was no longer 
possessed by the Jewish nation, for when the priests wd 
ancients accused our Lord to Pilate, he desired them to 
judge Him according to their law, to which they replied, 
" It is not lawful for us to put any man to death." Ami 
St. John adds, "That the word of Jesus might be nil- 
filled, which He said signifying what death He should 
die." For our Lord had foretold His disciples that He 
would be betrayed to the chief priests who would condemn 
Him to death, and deliver Him to the gentiles to.be 
mocked and scourged and crucified. 

Mow did Judas act when he found that the chief prietti 
had condemned our Lord and delivered Him to PonHu 
Pilate? 

Full of remorse, he brought back the thirty pieces of 
silver, saying to the chief priests and ancients " 1 have 
sinned in betraying innocent blood. "But these unfeeling 
wicked men replying, " What is that to us, look thou to 
it." The unfortunate Judas went and hanged himself in 
despair. 
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What use did the chief priests make of the thirty pieces 
of silver which Judas returned ? 

They bought with them the potter's field to be a burying 
place for strangers, for which reason it was called Ha- 
celdama, that is, the field of blood. Then was the pro- 
phecy fulfilled which says, " They took the thirty pieces 
of silver," &c. 



Lesson Thirty-ninth. 

CHRIST IS DELIVERED TO PILATE, WHO CONDEMNS HIM 

TO BE CRUCIFIED. 

How did our Lord act while the chief priests and 
ancients clamorously accused Him to Pilate ? 

He maintained a profound silence, not saying so much 
as one word to clear Himself of any of the false imputa- 
tions they alleged, fulfilling that of the prophet, "He 
shall be led as a sheep to the slaughter, and shall be 
dumb as a lamb before His shearer, and He shall not 
open His mouth." 

Did Pilate make any effort to rescue our Divine Lord ? 

He did, but he acted so weakly and irresolutely, that 
he only increased our Lord's sufferings. Seeing the in- 
veterate malice of our Lord's enemies, and their inability 
to prove anything against Him, he expostulated, saying 
he found no cause in Him, and that he would chastise 
Him, and let Him go, particularly a3 Herod, to whom 
He had sent our Lord had not condemned, but only 
mocked and derided Him. Pilate accordingly ordered 
Him to be scourged, which was most cruelly done, and 
the soldiers adding insult to cruelty, platted a crown of 
thorns, which they pressed on His sacred head, and 
clothing Him in a purple garment as a mock king with a 
reed for His sceptre, scornfully bent the knee before Him, 
saying, il Hail King of the Jews !" 

What did the Jews say when Pilate brought forth our 
Lord to them in this sorrowful condition ? 

They cried out, " Crucify Him, crucify Him ;" but 
Pilate being still anxious to save Him, and knowing that 
the chief priests had delivered Him up out of envy, pro- 
posed to the people to choose whether they would have 
Him or Barrabbas (a notorious robber) released. They, at 
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tbe instigation of the chief priests and elders, chose 
Barrabbas, and with loud voices demanded the crucifiiion 
of our Lord. Their voices prevailed over Pilate, and he 
gave our Lord up to their will, whom they led forth with 
His cross laid on His mangled shoulders. 




Whom did the Jews oblige to assist our Lord in carrpss 
His cross ? 

Simon of Cyrene, father of Alexander and Rufus, who 
happened at the time to be coming from the country. 

Were any malefactors crucified with our Lord ? 

Yes, two thieves, who were placed one at each side, bj 
which the prophecy was fulfilled, " He was reputed with 
the wicked." 

What inscription did Pilate place on our Lord's cross ? 

"Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." It was 
written in Hebrew. Greek and Latin ; and gave offence to 
the chief priests, who expostulated with Pilate, but could 
not induce him to alter it," 

How long did our Lord hang on the cross before Be 
expired ? 

Three hours, during which His blessed mother and 
beloved disciple stood by, sorrowfully witnessing his suf- 
ferings, and listening to the scoffs and insults of the 
wicked multitude. 

What did the soldiers with his clothes ? 

They divided (hem among them and cast lots for His 
coat, which was without seam ; by which was fulfilled the 
prophecy, " They divided my garments," Ac. 
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Lesson Firlieth. 




CHKIBTS LAST WORDS AS I) DV! 

Did our Lord apeak daring his three hours agony on the 
crow? 

He did ; the evangelists record His having spoken 
seven words. 

Which wot the first word ? 

It was a prayer for His enemies. " Father forgive 
them, for they know not what tbey do," 

What was the second word? 

The second was addressed to the penitent thief, who 
was crucified with him : " This day thou shalt be with 
me in Paradise." 

Repeat the third word ? 

•' Woman, behold thy Son ;" which he addressed to His 
blessed mother on seeing ber and bis beloved disciple 
standing by his cross ; thus recommending us all in the 
person of St. John to her maternal solicitude. Then 
addressing His beloved disciple, He said, " Behold thy 
mother ;" and he from that hour took her to his own 
home. 

What wot the fourth word? 

" Eloi, Eloi, lamma sabacthani," the interpretation of 
which is, " My God, my God, why haat thou forsaken 
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me?" This is a quotation from the Twenty-first Psalm, 
and if the Jews even then reflected, they would see that 
they were fulfilling what was foretold in that Psalm. But 
those who were present imagining that our Lord invoked 
Elias, said, " Stay, let us see if Elias will come to Him." 

What was the fifth word ? 

" I thirst ;" by which He proclaimed not only his cor- 
poral thirst, but his spiritual thirst for the salvation of 
souls, yet little relief was offered Him in either ; for the 
first, He was presented with vinegar and gall ; and for 
the second, notwithstanding all his sufferings, how many 
live at variance with His divine maxims. 

What did our Lord say when he had tasted the vinegar ? 

" It is consummated," for by it was fulfilled the pro- 
phecy, "In my thirst they gave me vinegar,*' &c., which 
was the immediate prelude to His death. 

What were our Divine Lord's last words ? 

" Father into Thy hands I commend my spirit," which 
having said in a loud voice, bowing His sacred head, He 
gave up the Ghost. 

On what day does the Church commemorate the death of 
our Divine Lord ? 

On Good Friday, when the churches are hung in 
mourning. 

Why do you call that day good on which Christ suffered 
such a painful and ignominious death ? 

Because on that day, by dying on the cross, he showed 
the excess of his love and purchased every blessing for us. 

Did any phenomena occur at the death of Christ ? 

There was darkness over the earth from the sixth to 
the ninth hour : at the ninth hour, when our Lord ex- 
pired, the veil of the Temple was rent from the top to 
the bottom ; the earth trembled, and many of the dead 
arose. 

What did the centurion and those who were with him 
say, when they witnessed the earthquake and the things 
that were done ? 

They were greatly terrified and said, " Indeed this was 
the Son of God." 

Did the malefactors crucified with our Lord expire as 
soon as He ? 
No; for which reason tVieit \fcgp ^etfc Vtsfeaai* as the 
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a .objected to their remaining on the crosa on the 
bath ; but when they saw that our Lord was already 
1, they did not break Hia tegs, but a soldier pierced 

side with a spear, und blood and water issued from 
wound, 

t'kat prophecies were fulfilled by this? 
'ne that said. " You shall not break a bone of Him ;" 

another, " They shall look on Him whom they have 



Lesson Forty-fisst. 




OUR LORDS BURIAL AND RESURRECTION. 

V ho took charge of our Lords burial 1 

oseph of Arimathea, assisted by Nicodemus, who 

jght a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred 

nds weight, which they wrapped with our Lord's body 

ine. linen. 

Vhere did they bury our Lord ? 

n a new sepulchre belonging to Joseph of Arimathea, 

rhich no one had ever been. laid. It was hewed out of. 

ck. and was in a garden in the vicinity 

f'hat request did the chief priests and Pharisees make 

'itate when our Lord was buried 1 

7 have the sepulchre guarded untfl tiM tinxti. 4s."j ,VW- 
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tbe disciples should steal the body, and then pretend that 
our Lord had risen according to His prediction. 

Did Pilate grant this request ? 

He did, giving ihem a guard and full authority to 
take all the precautions they should deem necessary. So 
they made the sepulchre sure, sealing the great stone in 
front, and setting guards. 

What effect was produced by all these precautiont tf 
the chief priests ? 

They only made the miracle of the resurrection incon- 
testible, and those who endeavoured to conceal it inex- 
cusable. For about dawn on the morning of the third 
day, an angel descending from heaven rolled back the 
stone and sat upon it. His countenance was as light- 
ening, and his raiment as snow, and for fear of him the 
guards being struck with terror became as dead men. 
But turning to the holy women, among whom was Mary 
Magdalen, who had just arrived at the sepulchre with 
spices to anoint the body of our Lord, the angel said to 
them, " Fear not you, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. He is not here, for He is risen as He 
said. Come and see the place where the Lord was laid.; 
and going quickly, tell ye His disciples that He is risen, 
and behold He will go before you into Galilee. There 
you shall see Him. Lo I have foretold it to you." 

How did the guards act when they recovered from tke 
first effects of their panic? 

They fled away. Some of them went into the city, and 
told the chief priests all that had been done, who being 
assembled with the ancients consulted together, and gave 
the soldiers a great sum of money, desiring them to say, 
that while they slept, His disciples came by night and 
stole Him away. To which the soldiers agreed, on con- 
dition that the priests and ancients should secure then 
from blame if the governor should hear the report and 
call them to account. 

How did St. Mary Magda'en act. when she perceived 
the sepulchre open, and that our Lord was not there? 

Apparently insensible and indifferent to the vision of 
the angel, as soon as she saw that our Lord was not in 
the sepulchre, she ran back to SS. Peter and John, saying, 
" They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, 
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: and we know not where they have laid Him." Then 
returning immediately, she remained at the sepulchre 
weeping. 

What did SS. Peter and John on hearing St. Mary 
Magdalen's announcement ? 

They at once ran to the sepulchre, which St. John 
reached first, yet went not in ; hut St. Peter, on arriving, 
entered ; St. John followed, and both saw the linen cloths 
lying, and the napkin that had been about His head, not 
lying with the linen cloths but apart, and they believed, 
though the evangelist adds, *' They as yet knew not the 
Scripture that He must rise again from the dead.'' 



Lesson Forty- second. 



APPARITION OF OUR DIVINE LOUD TO ST. MARY MAGHALBN 
AND HIS APOSTLES ON THE DAY OF HIS RESURRECTION. 

Did Saint Mary Magdalen remain at the sepulchre 
after SS. Peter and John returned home ? 

She did, and while she was still weeping, she stooped 
down, and looking into the sepulchre saw two angels in 
white, sitting one at the head and one at the feet where 
the body of our Lord had been laid. They said to her, 
" Woman, why weepest thou ?" She replied, " Because 
they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid Him." Then turning back she saw our 
Lord Himself standing but did not know Him ; He said 
to her, " Woman, why weepest thou, whom seekest thou ? M 
She, thinking it was the gardener, said, " Sir, if thou 
hast taken Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, 
and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, " Mary ;" 
She immediately recognised Him, and in a transport of 
joy, turning said, " Rabboni," (that is, Master.) Our Lord 
said to her, " Do not touch me, for I am not yet ascended 



CATECHISM OF 



to my Father, but go to my breihreD, and say to th 
I ascend to my Father and to your Father, to mj God 
anil jour God." 




Did our Lord up/tear to the other holy women who kad 
accompanied St. Mary Magdalen on her firat visit to tkt 
sepulchre ? 

He did, when they were returning from the sepulchre 
with husie to relate to the disciples the happy tidings, 
communicated to them by the angel, our Lord met (ben 
and addressed ihem, " All hail ;" they took hold of His 
feel and adored Him. He bid them /ear nothing, snd 
to tell His brethren they should see Him in Galilee. 

Did the apostles believe the repot t of Saint Mary Mtf- 
ilaleit and the other holy women when they asserted that 
they had teen our Lord, and repeated what He had said ta 

No ; they considered what diey said as only idle tale*. 

To whom did our Lord next appear ? 

To two disciples who were going from Jerusalem » 
Emmaus, a town sixty furlongs distant. They were con- 
versing of our Lord and were joined by Him on the waj. 
but their eyes being held they did not at first know Him. 

Relate the particular! ? 

While the two disciples were talking of what had been 
done to our Lord, He Himself drew near and asked. 
"What are these discourses that you hold with one 
another as you walk and are sad." One of them named 
Cleophas replied, " Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem 
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st not known the things that have been done there 
e days?" To whom He said, "What things?" 
replied, '* Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who 
prophet mighty in work and word before God 
the people, and how our chief priests delivered 
o be condemned to death and crucified Him. 
j hoped that it was He that should have re- 
Israel ; and now besides all this, today is the 
lay since these things were done. Yea, and 
woman also of our company affrighted us, who, 
t was light were at the sepulchre, and not finding 
ly, came, saying, that they had also seen a vision 
els, who say that He is alive; and some of 
Dple went to the sepulchre, and found it so 
women had said, but Him they found not." 
le said to them, "O foolish, and slow of heart 
re in all things which the prophets have spoken, 
lot Christ to have suffered these things, and so to 
ito His glory?" And beginning at Moses and all 
phets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures 
igs that were concerning Him. And they drew 
the town whither they were going, and lie made 
igh He would go further, but they constrained 
lying, Stay with us, because it is towards evening, 
; day is now far spent ; and he went in with them, 
came to pass whilst He was at table with them, He 
sad and blessed and brake and gave to them. And 
, T es were opened, and they knew Him, and He 
d out of their sight. And tbey said one to the 
Was not our heart burning within us whilst He 
q the way and opened to us the Scriptures ? And 
ip the same hour, they went back to Jerusalem, 
sy found the eleven gathered together, and those 
re with them saying, The Lord is risen, indeed, 
:h appeared to Simon. (Luke xxiv.) 
t other appearance of. our Lord is recorded to have 
)lace on the day of the Resurrection ? 
he. evening of the day of the Resurrection, while 
jiples were assembled together conversing on the 
reports they had heard of the resurrection, and 
g to the last which was related by the two disciples 
mmaus, our Lord stood in the midst, and said to 
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When did our Lord next manifest Himself to his dis- 
ciples ? 

When they were on. the sea of Tiberias, fishing; they 
had toiled the whole night and had caught nothing. In 
the morning our Lord accosted them from the shore, 
asking had tbey caught any thing. On their replying, no, 
He desired them to cast the net on the right side; they 
did so, and immediately the net was filled St. John, who 
was of the party, seeing the draught of fishes, said to St. 
Peter, "It is the Lord;" on hearing which - St. Peter 
threw himself into the sea and swam towards Him: the 
other disciples followed in the ship dragging the net. As 
soon as they came ashore they saw hot coals lying and a 
fish laid thereon and bread. Jesus said to them, " Bring 
hither of the fishes which you have now caught. 11 St 
Peter went and drew the net to land, full of great fishes, 
one hundred and fifty- three ; and although there were so 
many the net did not break. Jesus said to them, " Come 
and dine ;" and none of them durst ask Him, " Who art 
Thou ?" knowing that it was the Lord. 

What did our Lord say to St. Peter when dinner wax 
over ? 

" Simon, son of John, lovest thou me more than these?" 
He replied, " Yea, Lord, Thou know est that I love Thee." 
Jesus said, " Feed my lambs." Again, he said, " Simon, 
son of John, lovest thou Me?" St. Peter replied as 
before; and our Lord again said, "Feed my lambs." 
The third time our Lord asked the same question, at 
which St. Peter was troubled, and said, " Lord, Thou 
knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee." Our 
Lord said, " Feed my sheep." After which He signified 
to him by what death he should glorify God. 

What did our Lord say to the eleven when they repairti , 
to Galilee to meet Him on the Mount according to Bit ; 
appointment ? 

All power is given to me in heaven and in earth. 
Going therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you, and behold I am with you 
all days, even to the consummation of the world." (Malt 
xxviii. 18.) I 

• 
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Did our Lord appear on any other occasion to His 
disciples before He ascended into heaven ? 

Yes ; St. Paul relates that He appeared to more than 
five hundred brethren assembled together. (1 Cor. xv. 6.) 

On what day does the Church commemorate the Resur- 
rection of our Lord ? 

On Easter Sunday. 

How long did our Jjord remain on earth after His Resur- 
rection ? 

Forty days, to show that He was truly risen from the 
dead, and to instruct His apostles ? 

At the end of the forty days whither did our Lord go ? 

He ascended from Mount Olivet with His body and 
soul into heaven. 



Lesson Forty-fourth. 

SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE BOOKS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

. What part of the Bible is called the New Testament, 
vnd why is it so called ? 

The New Testament, so called to distinguish it from 
the Old, which was compiled by Moses, the prophets, and 
other inspired writers before the coming of Christ, con- 
tains an account of the life of our Lord, the principal 
events of the first thirty years after His ascension, the 
epistles of some of the apostles, and the Revelations of 
St. John, or the Apocalypse. 

What is that part called which contains an account of 
our Lord's life until His Ascension ? 

The Gospel, as also the four Gospels, because written 
by four evangelists, SS. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

What is that part called which contains an account of 
the first thirty years of Christianity after our Lord's 
Ascension? 

The Acts of the Apostles. 

o 
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At what time after our Lord's Ascension did St. Mat- 
thew write his gospel ? 

About six or eight years after. St. Jerom says that he 
wrote it at the request of those Jews who had embraced 
Christianity. St. Epiphanius thinks that it was at the 
desire of the other apostles. He commences by tracing 
the genealogy of our Lord, according to the flesh, to 
Abraham, through the family of David and tribe of Juda. 

When did St. Mark write his gospel ? 

About ten years after our Lord's Ascension; and it is 
generally thought at Rome, at the request of the Romans. 

When did St. Luke write his gospel ? 

About twenty years after our Lord's Ascension. He 
wrote it in order to counteract the evil likely to arise from 
some fabulous histories of Christ which were at that time 
published. St. Luke also wrote the Acts of the Apostles 
about ten years later than his gospel. 

When did St. John write his gospel ? 

About sixty-three years after our Lord's Ascension. 
Some of the ancient Fathers say that he wrote it at the 
earnest request of the brethren, to confute those who 
denied the Divinity of Christ and His pre-existence 
before His temporal birth. St. John also wrote three 
epistles and the Apocalypse. 

How are the evangelists considered to be prefigured f 

By the four mystical creatures described in the vision 
of Ezechiel, the same are also described in the Revela- 
tions of St. John. St. Augustin makes the lion the 
symbol of St. Matthew, who explains the royal dignity of 
Christ. Others ascribe it to St. Mark, and the man is 
supposed to be the symbol of St. Matthew, who begins his 
gospel with Christ's human generation. The calf typifies 
St. Luke, who begins his gospel with the mention of the 
priesthood, the calf being a victim of sacrifice ; and the 
eagle, St. John, who soars up to the contemplation of the 
eternal generation of the Word. 
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Lettm Forty-fifth. 
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY GHOST. 




What does this book treat oft 

Of the principal events in the first thirty years after 
our Lord's Ascension. 

What were they t 

The election of Matthias. The descent of the Holy 
Ghost; the assembling and acts of the first council. 
The increase of the Church by means of the preaching of 
SS. Peter and Paul ; an account of the conversion of the 
latter, the martyrdom of St. Stephen, and the sufferings 
of some of the early Christians under the persecutions 
that were raised. 

Hoio did the apostles act after our Lord's Jxcenrion ? 

They retired to the upper part of a house in Jerusalem, 
where, in company with the Mother of our Lord and 
others of the faithful they persevered in prayer, expecting 
the fulfilment of our Lord's promise to send the Holy 
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Ghost ; and in the meantime they filled the place vacated 
by the fall of Judas. 

Who proposed to them to fill the vacancy ? 

St. Peter; and they selected two, Joseph, surnamed 
Justus, and Matthias, and praying that God would 
manifest His will, they gave them lots ; and the lot 
falling on Matthias, he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 

How long after the Ascension of our Lord did the Holy 
Ghost descend on the apostles ? 

Ten days, and fifty after His Resurrection. The feast 
is kept by the Church on Whit-Sunday, otherwise called 
Pentecost. 

Describe the coming of the Holy Ghost ? 

" When the days of the Pentecost were accomplished, 
they were all. together in one place, and suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven as of a mighty wind coming, 
and it filled the whole house where they were . sitting. 
And there appeared to them parted tongues as it were of 
fire, and it sat upon every one of them ; and they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they began to speak 
with divers tongues according as the Holy Ghost gave 
them to speak." (Acts ii. 1.) 

What did the people, at that time assembled in Jeru- 
salem, from various nations, say, when they heard the apos- 
tles speaking different languages ? 

Some were astonished, and inquired into the meaning; 
others mocked, saying they were intoxicated. 

Which of the apostles explained the matter to the mul- 
titudes ? 

St. Peter, who informed them that what they then wit- 
nessed was what the prophet Joel had foretold; and 
having quoted the words of the prophecy, he took occasion 
to preach the coming, death, and Resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and so efficaciously exhorted and ad- 
monished them, that about three thousand were converted 
on the spot and baptized. 
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Lesson Forty-sixth. 



What kind of life did the early Christians lead ? 
One of great piety and simplicity ; they had all things 
in common, those who had possessions and goods sold 
them, and laid the price at the feet of the apostles, who 
divided it according to the necessities of each. 

What two persons unhappily yielded to temptation by 
pretending to lay the price of the field they sold at the 
feet of the apostles like the rest, but fraudulently keeping 
back a part ? 

Ananias and hie wife Saphira ; the former came in 
first, and, being reprehended by St. Peter, fell down and 
died. In about three hours after, Saphira, not knowing 
what had passed, came in, and being questioned by St. 
Peter, made the same statement as her husband, on which 
reprehending her for her deceit, he told her that they 
who had carried out her husband, and who had only just 
returned from burying him, should also carry her out. 
Immediately she fell down and died, and they buried her 
by her husband. 




Did the apostles perform great and frequent miracles > 
They did. It was by miracles their divine mission was 
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proved, and according to our Lord's promise, they per- 
formed as great as He did whilst on earth. 
Relate some of them ? 

SS. Peter and John going into the Temple hy the gate 
which was called Beautiful, saw a man begging who was 
lame from his birth, and who used to be daily carried 
there to ask alms of those who went in. St. Peter looking 
at him said, * 4 Silver and gold I have none ; but what I haw 
I give thee ; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
arise and walk;" and taking him by the hand, he raised 
him. And the man immediately leaping op, went into 
the Temple with them, walking and leaping, and praising 
God. 

What did St, Peter say to the multitudes that collected 
round him and St, John, wondering at the miracle that had 
been wrought ? 

That the lame man had been cured through faith,* in 
the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the author of 
life, whom they and their rulers had put to death, bnt 
whom God had raised from the dead. And quoting the 
prophets, he showed that what they had fortold had been 
done to Christ. He then earnestly exhorted them to 
sincere conversion, and great numbers believed. 

How did the priests and the Sadducees act when thetj 
found the apostles preaching to the people ? 

They put them in prison for the night, and on the 
next morning brought them before the council, in which 
Annas, the High Priest, and Caiphas presided ; for they 
were grieved that the apostles preached in Jesus the Re- 
surrection from the dead, and all knew that they had 
been with Him. 

What answer did St, Peter make when called to account 
be/ore the council? 

"Ye princes of the people and ancients hear, if we this 
day are examined concerning the good deed done to the 
infirm man, by what means he hath been made whole. 
Be it known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, of Nazareth, 

• There is probably a question here of faith on the part of the 
apostles, not on the part of the lame man himself, of whose faith 
in Christ before his cure there is at least no mention in the Scripture. 
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whom you crucified whom God hath raised from the dead, 
even by Him, this mail standeth here before you whole. 
This is, the stone which was rejected by you the builders, 
which is become the head of the corner ; neither is there sal- 
vation in any other. For there is no other name under 
heaven given to men, whereby we must be saved. 

How did the High Priest and council act on hearing St, 
Peter's defence ? 

They threatened him and St. John, commanding them 
to preach no more; but they did not inflict corporal 
punishment that time for fear of the people. However, 
not long after they scourged St. Peter, and the other 
apostles, threatening them and charging them to preach 
no more, for they were filled with envy at seeing the 
numerous and manifest miracles they wrought. Among 
the rest, one by which St. Peter raised to life a pious 
widow, named Tabitha. 



Lesson Forty-seventh. 

MARTYRDOM OF ST. STEPHEN. — ORDINATION OF THE SEVEN 
DEACONS. — MISSION OF ST. PHILIP. 

Who were the first deacons ? 

Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, NTicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicholas ; seven in number, on whom, the apostles 
praying, imposed hands, and appointed to their office. 

Who was the first martyr ? 

St. Stephen, the first of the seven deacons, a man of 
extraordinary holiness, and a performer of many and 
great miracles. 

Why did the Jews put St. Stephen to death ? 

Because when he was dragged by them before the 
council, he steadfastly maintained what he had before 
preached, that our Lord Jesus Christ is He whom all the 
prophets foretold. And as he continued to urge the 
subject, looking up to heaven he saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, which he 



announced to them, and immediately with one accord, 
running violently on him, they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. 




What did St. Stephen say whilst they stoned hint ? 

"Lord Jesus receive my spirit," and falling on his kne» 
he cried with a loud voice, "Lord lay not this sin to their 
charge." 

Is there any person in particular named as being pre- 
tent at, and consenting to, St. Stephen's death ? 

Yes, Saul, a native of Tarsus, then a furious persecutor 
of the Church, afterwards a zealous apostle. 

What teas the consequence of the persecution that test 
raited after St. Peter's martrydom ? 

That the faithful were dispersed through the neigh- 
bouring provinces, and thus made the truth more widely 
known. 

To what part did St. Philip, the second of the deacm, 
go? 

To Samaria, were he converted great numbers, and 
among them a famous magician,, named Simon, who bad 
long misled the people ; but being baptized, kept close to 
Philip, wondering at the great miracles he performed. 
Yet it would appear that his assiduity proceeded from a 
wordly motive, for when SS. Peter and John arrived 
from Jerusalem to confirm the faithful, Simon seeing that 
the Holy Ghost was conferred by the imposition of the 
hands of the apostles (for the communication of the Holy 
Ghost, in confirmation, was at that time often accompa- 
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nied by miraculous manifestations) offered money to 
obtain the same power;* for which St. Peter repre- 
hended him. 

What person of distinction was St. Philip the instru- 
ment in converting ? 

The treasurer of Candace, queen of Ethiopia, a person 
of great piety, who, being on his return from worshipping 
in the Temple of Jerusalem, was sitting in his chariot 
and reading the prophet Isaiah. When near Gaza, the 
Spirit commanded Philip to go to him. On doing so, he 
heard him read the following passage : •* He was led as a 
sheep to the slaughter, and like a lamb without voice 
before his shearer, so openeth he not his mouth. In 
humility his judgment was taken away. His generation 
who shall declare, for his life shall be taken from the earth." 
St. Philip asked, did he understand what he read ; the 
treasurer replied that he could not, unless some one ex- 
plained it, and he requested St. Philip to do so. During 
the explanation, his heart was so moved, that on reaching 
some water, he begged for and received baptism. 



Lesson Forty-eighth. 



CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL. BAPTISM OF CORNELIUS. 

In the meantime, how was Saul, he that assisted at St. 
Stephen's martyrdom, employed ? 

In persecuting the Church to the utmost of his power, 
and not content with doing so in Jerusalem, he asked letters 
of the High Priest and ancients to the synagogues in 
Damascus, that if he discovered any of the faithful there, 
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

* From this occurrence, the disposal of holy things for money is 
called Simony. 
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What occurred on his way to Damascus when he had 
■early reached the city ? 

A brilliant light suddenly shone round him and bis 
ompanions, and our Lord called him, saying, " Saul, 
Jaul, why peraecutest thou me'?" Trembling and 
istonished, Saul fell prostrate ou the ground, and asked 




"Who art thou, Lord ?" Our Lord replied, " I am J«u>. 
whom thou persecutest." Saul humbly answered, *' Lordj 
what wilt Thou have me do?" "Arise, and go into 
city," said our Lord, "and there it shall be told thee what 
thou must do." On which Saul arose, hut being unable , 
to see, was led by his companions into Damascus, where 
he remained three days and nights without food- 
After which, a holy man, named Ananias, was sent by 
God to restore his sight and baptize him. And to the 
astonishment of all, he who had come to persecute became 
an apostle, and preached Christianity in the synagogues. 
Bow did the Jews act towards Saul, otherwise St. Part- 

They sought to kill him ; but the faithful concealed 
him, and let him down by a basket by night from the 
town wall, by which he escaped, and returned to Jerusalem- 

Bow did St. Paul act on reaching Jerusalem ? 

He thought to join the disciples, but they, not knowing 
of his conversion, shunned him, fearing that he was 
insincere, until Barnabas took him to the apostles, and 
related the circumatances of his conversion. From this 
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time he appeared openly with them, and continued to 
preach to both Jews and gentiles to the end of his life, 
which he closed by martyrdom. 

Who was the first gentile baptized ? 

Cornelius, a Roman centurion, residing in Cesarea, a 
good and charitable man, who with his whole family feared 
God, and gave great alms to the poor. 

Relate the particulars of his conversion ? 

An angel entering his house, said to him, <c Cornelius, 
thy prayers and thy alms are ascended for a memorial in 
the sight of God ; and now send men to Joppa, and call 
hither one Simon, who is surnamed Peter. He lodgeth 
with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea-side. 
He will tell thee what thou must do." Cornelius imme- 
diately did what the angel commanded ; and when his 
messengers drew near Joppa, St. Peter also had a vision, 
in which he saw the heavens opened, and a great sheet 
let down, in which was a variety of living creatures ; and 
he heard a voice desiring him to arise, kill, and eat; but he 
declined, saying, that he had never eaten anything common 
or unclean, to which the voice replied, " That which God 
hath cleansed, do not thou call common." This was 
repeated three times ; after which, all were again taken 
up into heaven ; and while St. Peter was pondering the 
meaning of the vision, the messengers from Cornelius 
arrived, whom the Spirit commanded him to accompany. 
On St. Peter's arrival in Cesarea, whither he was accom- 
panied by six of the brethren, he found Cornelius with 
his friends and relations assembled to hear the word of 
God. While he preached to them, the Holy Ghost 
descended on them, conferring the gift of tongues as on the 
apostles at the beginning, at which the disciples were 
astonished, but St. Peter remembering the word of our 
Lord, " John indeed baptized with water, but you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost:" said, " Can any man 
forbid water that these should not be baptized who have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we." 

What fault did the Jewish converts in Jerusalem find 
with St. Peter 9 s conduct on this occasion ? 

That he had gone into the house of a gentile and had 
eaten with him, for it was not allowed among the Jews to 
do so, But St. Peter justified himself alleging the vision 
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he had, and also the descent of the Holy Ghost on Cor- 
nelius and his whole house, adding, " If (hen, God gave 
them the same grace as to us also who believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that could withstand God?" 
which answer satisfied them. 



Lesson Forty-ninth. 




Why did Herod imprison St. Peter ? 

To please ihe Jews who. he perceived, were gratified by 
his causing St. James, the brother of St. John, to be 
beheaded, and he intended also to execute St. Peter. 
But the night before the appointed day an angel entering 
the prison awoke St. Peter, who was sleeping amidst his 
guards, and desired him arise and follow him. He did 
so, for his fetters fell off but still he thought it was only a 
dream, until entering the city gate which opened of itself, 
and following on through one street the angel disapp*ared, 
when he came to himself, and returned thanks to God for 
his deliverance. 

To what place did St. Peter go on Ms deliverance t 

To the house of Mary, the mother of John and Mark, 
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where many of the brethren were assembled in prayer. 
When he knocked, a maid, named Rhode, came to the 
gate, but, on hearing his voice, was so overjoyed that 
without waiting to open it, she ran back to announce his 
arrival. The disciples at first could not believe it but 
thought it was his angel ; on being admitted, he related 
the manner of his miraculous deliverance, desired 
them to tell the rest of the brethren, for they had all been 
praying for him ; and withdrew for the present to another 
place. 

How did Herod act when he discovered that St. Peter had 
escaped? 

After ineffectual inquiries and searches, he condemned 
the keepers of the prison to death. 

How did Herod end his life ? 

He was eaten alive by worms, in punishment of his 
pride ; for, on one occasion, being arrayed in royal robes 
and making an oration, the people cried out, " It is the 
voice of a god and not of a man ;" at which Herod being 
elated did not give the honour to God, and immediately 
he was struck by an angel with that incurable and loath- 
some disease. 

How was St. Paul engaged during these occurrences ? 

Being obliged to fly from Jerusalem, the brethren con- 
veyed him safely to Tarsus, whence, at the request of 
St. Barnabas, he went to Antioch, where, by their united 
labours, they converted such multitudes that the disciples 
at Antioch were first named Christians. Besides many 
other places, the two apostles went to Cyprus, where the 
proconsul Sergius Paulus embraced the faith. From this 
time, the apostle of the gentile3 is no longer named 
Saul in holy Scripture, but Paul. 

What remarkable person in the family of Sergius Paulus 
withstood the apostles, and endeavoured to hinder the pro- 
consul from embracing the faith ? 

A Jew, named Bariseus, otherwise Elymas, a famous 
magician ; but St. Paul, rebuking him for his deceit, said, 
" Behold the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou 
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a time," upon which 
Elymas lost his sight, and had to be led about, and 
the proconsul seeing what was done became a convert 
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What miracle did St. Paul perform at Lystra ? 

He cured a man who had been a cripple from Iris 
birth ; on which the heathens fancying that the godi 
had come in human form, and that St. Barnabas was 
Jupiter, and St. Paul Mercury, because he was chief 
speaker, would have offered sacrifice to them, and could 
hardly be prevailed on to desist by all the apostles could 
say, assuring them that they were like themselves, mortal, 
but had come to announce to them the one only true 
God. 

How did these very people treat St. Paul a few dafi 
after ? 

Being irritated against him by the slanders of some 
Jews, they stoned him, leaving off only when they thought 
he was dead ; but when they had gone away, and the 
brethren only remained, he revived, and soon after, with 
Barnabas, went to preach the gospel in other places, 
without being deterred by the persecutions and contra- 
dictions he met with. 



Lesson Fiftieth. 

COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM. — TRAVELS AND LABOURS OF 

8T. PAUL. 

When was the first council held, and why was it convened! 

It was held at Jerusalem, and consisted of the apostles 
and ancients, who assembled to consider and decide on a 
subject of dispute raised by the Jewish converts, some of 
whom insisted that the gentile converts should be sub- 
jected to the observance of the ceremonial law of Moses. 
The council decided that the converts should not be made 
to observe the ceremonial, saying, that it appeared good to 
the Holy Ghost and to them so to decree, which decision 
was received with joy. This council was held in the 
year 51. 

What countries were principally blessed by St. Pad* 
apostolic labours ? 

Several parts of Asia Minor and Greece, through which 
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he travelled with indefatigable zeal from province to pro- 
vince, from one island to another, as the necessities of 
the infant church required, often at the risk of his life, 
and everywhere persecuted by the Jews. 

For what were St. Paul and his holy companion Silas 
thrown into prison in Philippi ? 

Because St. Paul cast a py thonical spirit out of a young 
woman, her employers, who used to make money by her 
divining, accused him and Silas to the magistrates, who 
condemned them to be scourged and imprisoned. At 
midnight, while the holy prisoners were at their prayers, 
a sudden earthquake shook the prison, and set the doors 
open. The jailor, seeing the prison open, and fearing to 
be called to account for the escape of the prisoners, was 
going to kill himself, but St. Paul cried out to him that 
they were all there, and taking that occasion to preach the 
faith to him, the jailor and all his family embraced it on 
the spot. 

What remarkable conversion did St. Paul effect at 
Athens? 

That of St. Dionysius, the learned Areopagite,* with 
some others. The people of Athens were at that time 
immersed in idolatry. Among the numerous altars raised 
to idols throughout their city, one was inscribed, " To the 
unknown God," from which St. Paul took occasion to 
instruct them in the knowledge of the one only true 
God. 

What gave rise to a tumult at Ephesus while St. Paul 
preached there ? 

A silversmith, named Demetrius, who made a great 
deal of money by manufacturing little temples of Diana,f 
fearing that his trade would be injured if the apostles were 
allowed to preach, collected some interested persons, and 
made a great clamour, until a considerable part of the 
inhabitants became excited, shouting, " Great is Diana of 



* That is a member of the Areopagus, an assembly composed of 
the most learned of the Athenians. 

f There was a famous temple of Diana at Ephesus, which was much 
resorted to, and those who visited it, wishing to take with them a. 
memorial, used to purchase little silver imitations which caused a 
considerable trade in these articles. 
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the Ephesians." At length the authorities succeeded in 
quelling the tumult and dispersing the people. 

What great miracle did St. Paul perform at Troas ? 

He raised a young man named Eutychus to life, who 
had fallen from the window of an upper room, being 
overcome by sleep while St. Paul was preaching. 



Lesson Fifty-first. 

st. Paul's return to Jerusalem, his persecution by 
the jews. he appeals to cesar and is sent 

TO ROME. 

How was St. Paul received in Jerusalem when he 
returned after his great and successful apostolic labours? 

With great joy by the faithful ; but not many days 
after his arrival while he was in the Temple engaged in 
religious exercises, some Jews of Asia violently seized 
him, and dragging him out, raised such an uproar by false 
accusations, that a multitude collected, and would have 
killed the holy Apostle but for the timely interference of 
the Roman tribune, who rescued him with much diffi- 
culty; and not being able to ascertain of what they 
accused him, some crying one thing, some another, he 
ordered the soldiers to take him bound to their quarters, 
while the people followed and demanded his death. 

What request did St. Paul make to the tribune when he 
had reached a place of safety, being on the stairs leading 
to the castle ? 

That he would allow him to speak to the people ; which 
being granted he addressed them in Hebrew, giving them 
an account of his birth at Tarsus, his education in Jeru- 
salem, his former violence against the Christians, and 
conversion on the way to Damascus ; adding that after it, 
while he was praying in the Temple in Jerusalem, our 
JLord appeared unto him and commissioned him to preach 
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the gentiles. They heard him attentively until he 
entioned, " the gentiles," but then raised such a 
amour, that the tribune ordered him to be brought in 
id to be tortured, to make him discover why they 
imoured, but desisted when he understood that he was 
Roman citizen. 

How did the tribune act the next day ? 
He summoned the priests and all the council that he 
ight know of what they accused the prisoner. But one 
irt being Sadducees,* the other Pharisees, St. Paul took 
[vantage of their disagreement and professed himself a 
barisee in his belief of the resurrection of the dead, 
iiey became immediately divided in their judgment for 
id against him, and both parties became so violent that 
e tribune ordered a guard of soldiers to bring St. Paul 
3m among them, lest they might tear him in pieces. 
Did the Jews still continuue their persecution of 
*,. Paul ? 

They did, and so implacable was their hatred, that forty 
' them entered into a conspiracy with the chief priests 
id ancients to murder him, but his nephew discovered 
ie conspiracy, and gave information of it to the tribune, 
ho sent him in care of a strong guard to Felix, the 
>vernor, residing at Cesarea. 
How did Felix treat St. Paul P 

He immediately dismissed his accusers, seeing that he 
as innocent, yet hoping to extort money from him kept 
im a prisoner two years, and left him so when he was 
icceeded by the new governor Festus, as he was anxious 

* please the Jews. 

What request did the Jews make to the new governor ? 

To send St. Paul to Jerusalem, intending to assassinate 
m on the road ; but the apostle knowing their intention, 
id seeing no other way to escape, appealed to Caesar, 
estus admitted the appeal, and promised to send him to 
ome. 

What illustrious person visited Festus shortly after ^ and 
mrd St. Paul in defence of the faith ? 

King Agrippa,* who, though educated in Rome, was 

* The Sadducees denied the resurrection of the body, and the 
istence of angels and spirits ; the Pharisees admitted both. 

* This Agrippa was son to Agrippa the Great, and grandson to 
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well read in the law and the prophets, which gave the 
holy apostle the more confidence in quoting them before 
him ; and he so clearly proved that what was written in 
Moses and the prophets concerning Christ had been ful- 
filled, that Agrippa said, " In a little thou persuadest me 
to become a Christian ;" to which St. Paul replied, "I 
would to God that both in a little, and in much, not only 
thou, but also all that hear me this day, should become 
such as I also am, except these bands. 9 

What decision did the king and governor come to <m 
hearing St. Paul's defence ? 

That he had done nothing deserving of punishment^ 
and might be set at liberty only for his appeal to C»sar. 

What did Festus then do with St. Paul ? 

He gave him and other prisoners in charge to Julius, 
a centurion, with orders to conduct him to Rome. Ac- 
cordingly, they were put on board a ship, but after a long 
and perilous voyage were shipwrecked on the coast of 
Malta. The ship was broken to pieces, but Almighty 
God preserved the lives of all on board (276 persons) for 
sake of His holy servant. 

How did the inhabitants act towards the shipwrecked 
people ? 

Most kindly, particularly Publius, the principal person 
of the place, who entertained them for three days. 

Did St. Paul perform any miracles during his stay t» 
Malta? . 

He did : he cured Publius' father who was in fever, 
after which all the sick came to him and were cured. 
St. Paul was delayed three months in Malta, after which 
he arrived with little delay in Rome. 

How was he treated at Rome ? 

With courtesy, as far as related to the hardships of 
imprisonment, for he was permitted to live in his own 
private lodging with only one guard, and there to instruct 
and preach ; but he was kept a prisoner two years. 

Aristobulous, who was put to death by his father Herod, the Idu- 
raean. Agrippa the Great spent a long time in Rome, whither he 
went to bring charges against Herod the Tetrarch; but not suc- 
ceeding, he remained and cultivated the friendship of some persons 
of rank, among the rest of Cams Caligula, who, when made, Csesar 
conferred the tetrafchate of Philip on Agrippa with the title of king. 
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ON THE EPISTLES. 

Lesson Fifty-second. 
rr. Paul's epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, ani> 

GALATIANS. 

How many Epistles are recorded in the New Testament ? 

Twenty-one ; fourteen of which were written by St Paul; 
one by St. James; two by St. Peter; three by St. John; 
and one by St. Jude. 

Name those written by St. Paul ? 

One to the Romans ; two to the Corinthians ; one to 
the Galatians ; one to the Ephesians ; one to the Pbilip- 
pians ; one to the Colossians ; two to the Thessalonians ; 
two to Timothy ; one to Titus ; one to Philemon ; and 
one to the Hebrews. 

EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

Why is precedence given to the Epistle to the Romans 
though some of the others were written previously ? 

On account of the sublimity of the matter contained in 
it, and the pre-eminence of the place to which it was 
addressed. 

Where did St. Paul write it ? 

At Corinth, about twenty-four years after our Lord's 
Ascension, when he was preparing to go to Jerusalem 
with charitable contributions, collected in Achaia and 
Macedonia for the relief of the Christians in Judea. 

What is the subject of the Epistle to the Romans ? 

The Apostle commends the faith of the Romans, and 
contrasts the just who live by faith with the worldly wise, 
who, puffed up with pride and filled with iniquity, turn away 
from God, who in turn rejects them. He exhorts them 
to be not hearers only, but doers of the law ; as such alone 
whether Jews or Gentiles shall be justified. He reminds 
them that the Jews were the depositaries of the law and 
heirs of the Fathers to whom the promises were made ; yet 
many were cut off as broken branches, and the gentiles 
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engrafted in their stead ; which nevertheless should not 
make them proud, but rather fearful lest He who did not 
spare the natural branches should also reject them. He 
corrects the error of those who looked on the outward 
observance of the works of the law as sufficient for justi- 
fication. He shows that no work is available to justice 
and salvation, unless done through faith, and proceeding 
from grace, the necessity and excellence of which he 
inculcates. He exhorts the strong to support the weak, 
and to avoid scandalizing them by an imprudent use of 
the liberty they had by the new law to eat indiscrimi- 
nately those meats accounted unclean in the old. The 
weak he cautions against rash judging the others, and 
also against acting contrary to the dictates of their con- 
science ; telling them that if they believe the meat unclean 
it becomes so to them and they transgress in using it 
In fine, St. Paul exhorts all to lead lives becoming the 
newness of life to which God had raised them, to put off the 
works of darkness, and to put on our Lord Jesus Christ 

EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistles to the Corinthians? 

About twenty-four years after our Lord's Ascension. 
The first at Ephesus ; the second he sent from some place 
in Macedonia. 

What is the subject of the First Epistle to the Corinthians? 

St. Paul reproves them with apostolic authority for their 
dissensions and lawsuits, and prescribes the excommuni- 
cation of one of them who had been guilty of a scandalous 
crime. He instructs them in faith and morals ; and the 
reverence with which they should behave in the Church, 
introducing for this end the history of the institution of 
the Eucharist, as follows, " I have received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread, and 
giving thanks broke and said, Take ye and eat ; this is 
my Body, which shall be delivered for you. This do for 
the commemoration of me. In like manner, also the 
chalice, after He had supped, saying, This chalice is the 
New Testament in my blood. This do ye as often as you 
shall drink for the commemoration of me ; for as often as 
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t)U shall eat this bread, and drink the chalice, you shall 
how the death of the Lord until He come. Therefore, 
rhosoever shall eat this bread, or drink the chalice of the 
LiOrd unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and of the 
»lood of the Lord ; but let a man prove himself, and so 
et him eat of that bread and drink of the chalice ; for he 
hat eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
udgment to himself, not discerning the body of the Lord," 
tie earnestly exhorts them to cordial mutual charity, and 
exemplifies the union that ought to exist among them by 
hat which subsists between the members of the body ; 
ibr as the eye cannot say to the hand, 1 need not thy 
help ; nor the head to the feet, I have no need of you : 
but all are careful of one another, so in the Church each 
performs the part allotted for the good of the whole, form- 
ing one body, actuated by one spirit, and each necessary 
in his own place. He goes on to say, "If I speak with 
the tongues of men and angels, and have not charity, I 
am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling symbol ; and 
if I should have prophecy, and should know all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I should have all faith, so that 
I could remove mountains and have not charity, I am 
nothing. And if I should distribute all my goods to 
feed the poor, and if I should deliver my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
Charity is patient, is kind. Charity envieth not, deal- 
eth not perversely ; is not puffed up ; is not ambi- 
tious ; seeketh not her own ; is not provoked to anger ; 
thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth with the truth ; beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things." 

What is the subject of the Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians ? 

The apostle comforts those whom his former admoni- 
tions had reformed ; and forgives him whose excommu- 
nication he had in his first epistle prescribed, on his 
manifesting sorrow and doing penance. He expresses 
his affection to the Corinthians and intention of visiting 
them, hoping it would be with joy and not with reproof 
and sorrow. He cautions them against false teachers, 
gives an account of his sufferings, also of the favours God 
had bestowed on him, and exhorts them to the practice of 
every Christian virtue. 
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EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistle to the Oalatians t 

He wrote it at Ephesus about twenty-three years after 
our Lord 's Ascension ; and for the purpose of reclaiming 
them from errors which some of them had fallen into bj 
the means of false teachers, who inculcated the necessity 
of observing the rites and ceremonies of the Mosaic lair. 



Lesson Fifty-third. 

st. Paul's epistles to the ephesians, philippians, 
colossians, and thessalonians. 

EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistle to the Ephesians ? 

About twenty-nine years after our Lord's Ascension, 
while he was prisoner in Rome. In it the holy apostle 
admonishes them not to suffer themselves to be tossed to 
and fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine ; but 
being renewed in the spirit of their mind to put on the 
new man, who, according to God is created in justice and 
holiness of truth, not overreaching one another or speaking 
evil, but assisting each other and being kind, and merciful 
and forgiving. He concludes by instructing husbands 
and wives, parents and children, masters and servants, in 
their respective duties, exhorting all to stand on their 
guard against the attacks of the wicked one. 

EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistle to the Philippians ? 

About twenty-nine years after our Lord's Ascension. 
In it he expresses great charity for them, and his constant 
remembrance of them in prayer. Mentions that his im- 
prisonment, far from impeding, tended to the furtherance 
of the gospel, which was a source of great joy to him, 
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ough some of those who preached it were actuated by 
iworthy motives. He recommends to them unity and 
mility, proposes to them our Lord's example, who 
mbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death even to 
3 death of the cross ; and exhorts them to work out their 
vation with fear and trembling, to avoid false teachers, 
d to persevere in doing as he had instructed them. 
3 concludes by thanking them for the presents they had 
at him, and gives them his blessing. 



EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistle to the Colossians ? 
About the same time that he wrote to the Ephesians 
id Philippians, and while he was still in prison. It is 

substance much the same as that to the Ephesians. 



FIRST AND SECOND EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistles to the Thessalonians? 

About nineteen years after our Lord's Ascension, being 
ie earliest in point of time. Thessalonica was the 
•pital of Macedonia, where, on St. Paul's preaching, 
ime Jews and many gentiles were converted ; but on a 
jrsecution being raised by the unbelieving Jews he was 
)liged to quit. On his arrival in Athens, he sent 
imothy to comfort and encourage the converts in Thes- 
ilonica, and proceeded himself to Corinth, whence he 
rote these two epistles. 



i 
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Lesson Fifty-fourth. 

st. Paul's epistles to timotuy, titus, phi lemon, and 

the hebrews. 

FIRST AND SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistles to his beloved 
disciple St. Timothy ? 

He wrote the first about thirty-three years after our 
Lord's Ascension. It is an instruction to St. Timothy, 
then Bishop of Ephesus, for his own government and 
that of his charge. The second epistle appears to have 
been written during his last imprisonment in Rome, a 
little before his martyrdom. In it he gives further in- 
structions to Timothy, and tells him to come to him. 

EPISTLE TO TITUS. 

When did St. Paul write his Epistle to his disciple St 
Titus, the Bishop of Crete ? 

About thirty-three years after our Lord's Ascension. 
It contains directions to St. Titus to ordain priests in the 
different cities where they were wanted, describes the 
requisite dispositions and qualifications for such, with 
other instructions for himself and flock. 

EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 

What is the substance of St. PauVs Epistle to Philemon? 

Philemon, who was a noble citizen of Colossa, was 
robbed by his servant Onesimus, who then fled to Rome, 
where he had the happiness to meet St. Paul, who was 
there a prisoner for the first time. The holy apostle 
converted him to the faith, and sent him back to his 
master with this epistle, requesting and exhorting him to 
forgive the past, and to receive the new convert with kind- 
ness and affection. 
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EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 

When did St. Paul write his Episfle to the Hebrews, or 
converted Jews of Palestine ? 

About twenty-nine years after our Lord's Ascension, 
and apparently while the apostle was in Italy. He in- 
structs them in the Divinity of our Lord, the pre-eminence 
of His priesthood above the Levitical, and of the new 
law above the old. He extols the efficacy and fruits of 
faith demonstrated in the patriarchs, and exhorts the 
faithful to patience, perseverance, and fraternal charity. 



Lesson Fifty-fifth* 

EPISTLE OF ST. JAMES. 

To whom did St. James address his Epistle ? 

To the faithful in general, for which reason it is styled 
Catholic or universal. He wrote it a little before his 
martyrdom, and about twenty-eight years after our Lord's 
Ascension. The writer was St. James the Less, cousin of 
our Lord, and first bishop of Jerusalem. 

What is the subject of the epistle ? 

The holy apostle exhorts the faithful to patience and 
fortitude under temptations, assuring them in the words 
of holy Job, that when they have been proved they shall 
receive the crown of life. He counsels them to pray with 
lively faith, to be doers of the law and not hearers only ; 
to be meek, merciful, and charitable ; to observe all the 
commandments, for they who break one become guilty of 
all. In fine, to manifest their faith by works, not to let 
it resemble that of the devils who believe and tremble ; 
for even as the body without the spirit is dead, so also 
faith without works is dead. He conjures them to guard 
their tongues and hearts, to pay their just debts, and 
always stand in readiness, not knowing when God may 
call them ; to pray when in affliction, and when sick to ' 

p 
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have the priests called in to pray for and to anoint them, 
adding, " The prayer of faith shall save the sick man, 
and the Lord shall raise him up ; and if he be in sins 
they shall be forgiven' him." 



Lesson Fifty-sixth. 

st. peter's two epistles. 
FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER* 

When did St. Peter write his first Epistle ? 
About fifteen years after our Lord's Ascension. He wrote 
it in Rome, and addressed it to the faithful dispersed 
through Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bytbinia. 

What is the subject of it ? 

The holy apostle exhorts them to act in a manner 
becoming their vocation as Christians, aspiring to the 
holiness to which they were called, keeping themselves as 
pilgrims in this world, and by their edifying conduct 
bringing the unbelievers to glorify God. He desires them 
to be subject to every human creature for God's sake ; and 
encourages them to suffer patiently the wrongs done them, 
for the love of God and in imitation of Jesus Christ, who, 
when He was reviled, did not revile, when He suffered, 
threatened not, but delivered Himself to him who judged 
Him unjustly. He cautions women against vanity in 
dress, and desires them rather to adorn their souls with 
meekness and mildness, which will render them pleasing 
in the sight of God. In fine, he admonishes all to be 
prudent, and to watch in prayer, as the end of all is at 
hand ; and their adversary, the devil, goeth about like a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. The apostle 
concludes with instructions to both clergy and laity, con- 
juring all to preserve constant mutual charity. 
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SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PETER. 

When did St. Peter write his Second Epistle t 

■ A little before his martyrdom, about thirty-five years 

after our Lord's Ascension. In it, he exhorts the faithful 

to fly sin and practise virtue, and to labour by good 

^frorks to make their calling and election sure. He warns 

them against false teachers, and reminds them of the 

awful judgments of God on sinners, first inflicted on the 

angels, afterwards on those drowned in the flood, then on 

Sodom and Gomorra ; and to deter them still more from 

sin, and make them keep their hearts disengaged from 

the things of this world, he foretels that it will be 

destroyed by fire, and the day of the Lord will come when 

least expected. 



Lesson Fifty-seventh. 

ST. JOHN 8 THREB EPISTLES. — EPISTLE OF ST. JUDE. 

THE APOGALTPSE. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN. 

When did St. John write his first epistle ? 

About sixty-six years after our Lord's Ascension. It is 
addressed to the faithful in general. The holy apostle 
instructs them in the mysteries of the Trinity and of the 
Incarnation, in the necessity of keeping the command- 
ments, and of loving God and the neighbour, saying that 
by so doing they shall be known to be disciples of Christ ; 
but if any hate a brother, such is a murderer, and cannot 
have eternal life. St. John enlarges much on charity, 
earnestly and lovingly entreating, and exhorting all to 
practise it, adducing the example of the Eternal Father 
who gave His only Son, and of the Son who offered 
Himself a propitiation for us ; for which reason we should 
not only love Him who first loved us, but should assist 
our neighbour in his necessities, and be ready even to lay 
down our lives for him. 
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SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN. 

To whom did St. John write hi* second epistle ? 

To a pious lady, named Electa, and her family whom lie 
instructs, and warns against holding any communication* 
with the teachers of false doctrine. 



THIRD EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN. 

To whom did St. John write his third epistle ? 

To a Christian, named Gaius, whom he commends for 
his charity, and promises soon to visit, and to correct the 
evil practices of one named Diotrephes. 

EPISTLE OF ST. JUDE. 

To whom did St. Jude write his epistle ? 

To the faithful in general, whom he earnestly exhorts 
to preserve the faith transmitted to them, and to avoid 
the doers and teachers of iniquity, whose evil deeds he 
reminds them were foretold by the apostles. He begs of 
them to keep themselves in the love of God, waiting for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto life everlasting. 

This epistle appears to have been written, when most 
of the apostles, or all of them, but St. John, were dead. 

APOCALYPSE OR BOOK OF REVELATIONS. 

When did St. John write the Apocalypse or Book of 
Revelations ? 

About sixty-four years after the Ascension of our Lord, 
while he was exiled by order of the Emperor Domitian, 
in the island of Patmos. 

What is the subject of it ? 
■ In the three first chapters are admonitions and instruc- 
tions which St. John was commanded in a vision, to write 
to the seven bishops of the churches of Asia. In the 
remaining chapters are prophecies of what will come to 
pass in the Church, particularly towards the end of the 
world. 
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS. 



INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH. 

«' Going therefore teach ye all nations And behold I 

am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world." (Matt xxviii. 19, 20.) " The Church is " the pillar 
and ground of truth." (1 Tim. iii. 15.) 



THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH. 



4* 



Go ye into the whole world, and preach the gospel to 
eyery creature." (Mark xvi. 15.) "He that heareth 
you, heareth me ; and he that despiseth you, despiseth 
mo ; and he that despiseth me, despiseth Him that sent 
me/' (Luke x. 16.) " If he will not hear them, tell the 
Church ; and if he will not hear the Church, let him be 
to thee as the heathen and the publican." (Matt, xviii. 17.) 



FAITH NECESSARY TO SALVATION. 



" He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be condemned." (Mark xvi. 
16.) " Without faith it is impossible to please God." 
(Heb. xi. 6.) 

FAITH NOT SUFFICIENT WITHOUT WORKS. 

" If thou wilt enter into life keep the commandments." 
(Matt xix. 17.) " So let your light shine before men that 
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they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven." (Matt. t. 16.) " If I should have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not 
charity, I am nothing." (1 Cor. xiii. 2.) " As the body 
without the spirit is dead ; so also faith without works is 
dead." (James ii. 26.) 



BAPTISM. 

" Going therefore teach ye all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost." (Matt, xxviii. 19.) Except a man be bora 
again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God." (John iii. 5.) " Be baptized everyone 
of you." (Actsii. 38.) 



CONFIRMATION. 

" Now when* the Apostles that were in Jerusalem bad 
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they 
sent to them Peter and John, who, when they were come, 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Ghort. 
Then they laid their hands upon them, and they recerred 
the Holy Ghost." (Acts viii. 14, 15, 17.) "And what 
Paul had imposed his hands upon them, the Holy 
Ghost came upon them." (Acts xix. 6.) 



THE BLESSED EUCHARIST. 

"While they were at supper Jesus took bread and 
hiessed and broke, and gave to His disciples and said, 
Take ye and eat, this is my body ; and taking the chaliot 
He gave thanks and gave to them saying, Drink ye ill 
of this, for this is my blood of the New Testament which 
shall be shed for many unto remission of sins." 
(Matt. xxvi. 26—28.) See also Mark xiv. 22 — 24, and 
Luke xxii. 19, 20. 
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COMMUNION UNDER ONE KIND. 

*' If any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever." 
(John vi. 62.) •* Therefore, whosoever shall eat this bread 
or drink the chalice of the Lord unworthily shall be guilty 
of the body and of the blood of the Lord." (1 Cor. xi. 27.) 
Observe the word or, in the first part of the sentence, 
[" eat or drink"] and the word and in the second (" the 
body and blood.") 

SACRIFICE OF THE MASS. 

" I have no pleasure in you saith the Lord of Hosts, 
and I will not receive a gift of your hand : for from the 
rising of the sun even to the going down, my name is 
great among the gentiles, and in every place there is 
sacrifice, and there is offered to my name a clean obla- 
lation." (Mai 1. 10, 11.) " Melchisedech, the king of 
Salem, bringing forth bread and wine, for he was the priest 
of the Most High God." (Gen. xiv. 18.) " The Lord hath 
sworn and He will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever 
according to the order of Melchisedech." (Psm. cix. 4.) 
St Paul dwells strongly on Christ's priesthood according 
to the order of Melchisedech, in the fifth and seventh 
chapter of his Epistle to the Hebrews. "And taking 
bread He gave thanks and brake, and gave to them saying, 
" This is my body which is given for you. Do this for 
a commemoration of me. In like manner the chalice also 
after He had supped saying, This is the chalice the New 
Tastament in my blood, which shall be shed for you." 
(Luke xxii. 19, 20.) 

PENANCE. 

" Amen I say to you, whatsover you shall bind upon 
earth shall be bound also in heaven ; and whatsoever you 
shall loose upon earth, shall be loosed also in heaven." 
(Matt, xviii. 18) " He breathed on them and He said to 
them, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost ; whose sins you shall 
forgive, they are forgiven them ; and whose sins you shall 
retain, they are retained." (John xx. 22, 28.) 
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EXTREME UNCTION. 

" Is any man sick amongst you ? Let him bring in the 
priests of the Church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord, and the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick man ; and the Lord 
shall raise him up, and if he be in sins they shall be 
forgiven him." (James v. 14, 15.) 



HOLY ORDERS. 

" I admonish thee that thou stir up the grace of God, 
■which is in thee by the imposition of my hands " (2 Tim. 
i. 6.) " These, they set before the apostles, and they, praying, 
imposed hands upon them." (Acts vi. 6.) "They fasting 
and praying, and imposing their hands on them, sent them 
away." (Acts xiii. 3.) 

MATRIMONY. 

u What therefore God hath joined together let not man 
put asunder." (Mark x. 9.) " For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife, and they shall be two in one flesh. This is a great 
sacrament, but I speak in Christ and in the Church." 
(Ephes. v. 31, 32.) 

APOSTOLIC TRADITION. 

" Go ye into the whole world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature." (Mark xvi. 15.) "Hold the form of 
sound words which thou hast heard of me in faith." (2 Tim. 
i. 13.) " And we charge you, brethren, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw yourselves from 
every brother walking disorderly, and not according to 
the tradition which they have received of us." (2 Thes. 
iii. 6.) " The things which thou hast heard of me by 
many witnesses, the same commend to faithful men, who 
shall be fit to teach others also." (2 Tim. ii. 2.) 
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RELICS. 

•• And God wrought by the hand of Paul more than 
common miracles, so that even there were brought from 
his body to the sick, handkerchiefs, and aprons, and the 
diseases departed from them. And the wicked spirits went 
out of them." (Acts xix. 11,12.) 

INDULGENCES. 

"Amen, Isay to you, what soever you shall bind on 
earth shall be bound also in heaven ; and whatsoever you 
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed also in heaven." 
(Matt, xviii. 1 8.) " Wherefore, I beseech you that you 
would confirm your charity towards him, .... for what I 
forgive .... I have done it in the person of Christ. w 
(2 Cor. ii. 8, 10.) 

PURGATORY AND PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD. 

" Judas, the valiant commander, having made a 
gathering, sent 1,200 drachms of silver to Jerusalem for 
sacrifice, to be offered for the sins of the dead, thinking 

vvell and religiously concerning the resurrection 

It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for 
the dead, that they may be loosed from sins." (2 Mac. xii. 
43, 46.) 

COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 

" There shall be joy before the angels of God, upon one 
sinner doing penance." (Luke xv. 10.) The angel Raphael 
said to Tobias, " When thou didst pray with tears and 

didst bury the dead I offered thy prayer to the 

Lord." (Tobias xii. 12.) ...."The four and twenty 

ancients fell down before the Lamb, having every one of 
them harps, and golden vials full of odours which are the 
prayers of the saints." (Apoc. v. 8.) 
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SHORT SKETCHES OF THE APOSTLES AND 
EVANGELISTS, TAKEN FROM ECCESIASTICAL 
HISTORY. 

ST. PETER. 

After the apostolic labours recorded of St. Peter in 
Holy Scripture, he preached the gospel in Italy and other 
provinces of the west, and meeting St. Paul in Roma, 
whither he had returned after his first imprisonment, they 
both preached the faith in that city, and sealed it with 
their blood in the first general persecution raised by 
Nero. St. Peter was condemned to be crucified, at the 
place of execution, through a spirit of humility and com- 
punction, and a desire of suffering for his Divine Master, 
he begged that it might be with his head downwards. 
The feast of St. Peter is kept on the 29th of June. 

ST. PAUL. 

St. Paul having been released from prison in Rome, 
where, as mentioned in the Acts, he was confined two 
years, went back to the East, and after many apostolic 
labours returned to Rome, where he and St. Peter used 
their united exertions in cultivating that portion of the 
vineyard, in which both suffered martyrdom, St. Peter 
being crucified as related above, and St. Paul beheaded. 
His head is kept in the church of St. John Lateran, but 
his body lies with St. Peter's, half in the Vatican, and 
half in his own church, on the Ostian road, near Rome. 
The feast of St. Paul is kept on the 30th of June. 

ST. ANDREW. 

St. Andrew, as mentioned in Holy Scripture, was 
brother of St. Peter, and, like him, a fisherman. He was 
a disciple of St. John the Baptist, but on hearing him 
point out our Blessed Saviour as the Lamb of God, he 
immediately followed Him, and was the first called of the 
apostles. True charity being ever active, St. Andrew lost 
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no time in bringing his brother, then called Simon, to 
our Lord, who at once admitted him, and gave him the 
name of Peter. After the descent of the Holy Ghost, 
St. Andrew preached the gospel in Scythia and in Greece, 
and was crucified for the faith at Patrae, in Achaia ; the 
general opinion is on a cross in the form of the letter X. 
The feast of St. Andrew is kept on the 30th of November. 

ST. JAMES THE GREAT. 

St. James, surnamed the Great, to distinguish him 
from the other St. James, called the Less, perhaps from 
his stature, was brother of St. John the Evangelist, and a 
fisherman. He and his brother John were called the 
same day, but he was considerably older. Our Blessed 
Lord gave them both the surname of Boanerges, or sons 
of thunder, probably to denote their great zeal. It is sup- 
posed that on the dispersion of the Christians, after the 
martyrdom of St. Stephen, St. James preached to the 
dispersed Jews, (the tribes scattered among the gentiles,) 
and also to the people of Spain. He returned to 
Jerusalem, after ten years apostolic labours, and was 
beheaded for the faith the year following by Herod 
Agrippa : he was the first of the apostles who suffered 
martyrdom. His feast is kept on the 25th of July. 

ST. JOHN. 

St. John the Apostle and Evangelist, styled by excel- 
lence the beloved disciple, was brother of St. James the 
Great, and son of Zebedee and Salome. He was young 
when called by our Lord, and survived his Divine Master 
seventy years. To him our Lord committed the care of 
His blessed Mother, recommending her to him from the 
cross. Like the other saints who were present at our 
Lord's crucifixion, he did not actually end his life by 
martyrdom, but he is styled a martyr on account of his 
sufferings, and particularly from his having been carried 
to Bome and there thrown into a caldron of boiling oil in 
the second general persecution, under Domitian, from 
which he miraculously came out unhurt. He was then 
banished to the island of Patmos. where he was favoured 



324 CATECHISM OF 

with the revelations he has left us. His exile did not 
last more than about a year, for on the death of Domitian 
all his edicts were reversed, and St. John resumed bis 
apostolic labours with unabated charity and zeal, though 
then advanced in years. Finding on his return from 
banishment, that St. Timothy, Bishop of Ephesus, had 
been crowned with martyrdom some months before, he 
took on himself the government of that see, and there 
died in peace, never ceasing to his last breath to exhort 
his flock t > mutual charity. His feast is kept on the 27th 
of December. 

ST. PHILIP. 

After the descent of the Holy Ghost, St. Philip went 
to Phrygia, where he preached the gospel. He lived to 
an advanced age, and died at Hieropolis, in Phrygia. 
His feast is kept on the 1st of May. 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW. 

St. Bartholomew is considered to be the same person as 
Nathaniel, a doctor of the Jewish law, who was brought 
to Christ by St. Philip, and chosen for an apostle. The 
ground of this opinion is, that whereas St. John never 
mentions Bartholomew among the apostles, the other 
three evangelists take no notice of the name of Nathaniel, 
and constantly put together Philip and Bartholomew, as 
St. John says, Philip and Nathaniel came together to 
Christ. After the descent of the Holy Ghost, St. Bar- 
tholomew travelled throughout the East, and preached 
the gospel in India. He returned again to the western 
part of Asia, and met St. Philip, at Hieropolis, in 
Phrygia ; thence he went to Lycaonia, and after many 
labours reached a place in Armenia, where preaching to 
some obstinate idolators, he was crowned with martyrdom. 
Some historians say that he was crucified ; others that he 
was flayed alive. His feast is kept on the 24th of August. 

ST. THOMAS. 

The call of St. Thomas, his devotedness to his Divine 
Master, his incredulity respecting the resurrection, with- 
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bis admirable profession of faith, have been related in the 
early part of this book as taken from Holy Scripture. 
After the descent of the Holy Ghost, St. Thomas preached 
throughout Parthia. When he had converted many in 
that kingdom, he preached in other parts of the East, in 
Media, Persia, and, according to some, in India and 
Ethiopia. The modern Indians say that St. Thomas 
preached to the Brachmans, and to the Indians beyond 
the great island Taprobana, which some take to be Ceylon, 
others Sumatra. They add that he suffered martyrdom 
at Meliapor, or St. Thomas's, in the peninsula, this side 
of the Ganges, on the Coromandel coast, where his body 
was discovered with marks that he was slain with lances, 
and the tradition over the East is, that such was the 
manner of his death. His feast is kept on the 21st of 
December. 

ST. MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST. 

St Matthew first preached the gospel in Judea ; after- 
wards in the East. He led a very austere life, ate no 
flesh, but supported nature with roots and herbs. His 
humility is conspicuous in his gospel, in which, though 
the other evangelists name him before St. Thomas, he 
gives that apostle precedence, and adds to his own name 
the epithet of the publican. He ended his course in 
Parthia, some say by martyrdom. His feast is kept on 
the 2 1st of September. 

ST. JAMES THE LESS. 

St. James, surnamed the Less, as some think from his 
stature, was son of Alpheus and Mary, the sifter of the 
Blessed Virgin. After our Lord's Ascension he was 
-appointed Bishop of Jerusalem which see he governed 
midst perpetual danger from the fury of the people, but 
with such eminent sanctity that it acquired for him the 
surname of the Just, and even the Jews reverenced him. 
He led a most austere life, and so frequent were his pros- 
trations, that the skin of his knees and forehead became 
as hard as the hoofs of a camel. During a vacancy that 
occurred between the death of one Roman governor and 
the arrival of his successor, the High Priest Ananias, sou 
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of the famous Annas mentioned in the gospel, took sf 
himself to assemble the Sanhedrim, before which 
council St. James was accused of violating the Mosaic In 
and condemned to be stoned, the Jewish manner of exeen- 
ting criminals. Some historians say that they tookhk 
up to the battlements of the Temple, and tried to mib 
him renounce his faith ; but he addressed the people in 
different language from what they wanted, publicly and 
solemnly declaring his faith in Jesus Christ, at which 
they cried out, " The just man also hath erred," and im- 
mediately threw him headlong to the ground. St. James, 
though much bruised, raised himself on his knees, tod 
lifting up his eyes to heaven, begged of God to pardoi 
his persecutors. The infuriate mob covered him with ft 
shower of stones, and a fuller gave him a blow with hit 
mallet on the head of which he died. The feast of 
St. James is kept on the first of May. 



ST. JUDE, 8URNAMED THADDEUS. 

St. Jude was brother to St James the Less. After the 
descent of the Holy Ghost, he preached throughout 
Judea, Samaria, Idumea, and Syria, and returned from 
his missions to Jerusalem after the martyrdom of his 
brother in the year 62. Some historians say that St. Jude 
suffered martyrdom in Persia ; others say at Ararat, in 
Armenia, being shot to death with arrows ; others add, 
whilst on a cross. His feast is kept on the 28th of 
October. 



ST. SIMON, SURNAMED THE ZEALOT. 

St. Simon is surnamed Zelotes, or the Zealot, to distin- 
guish him from St. Peter and St. Simeon, the brother of 
St. James the Less. He is also called the Canaanean, 
whence he is supposed to have been born at Gana of 
Galilee. After his conversion he was exceedingly zealous 
for the honour of his Divine Master, and showed a pious 
indignation against those who dishonoured their holy 
faith by the irregularity of their lives. No further men- 
tion appears of him in the gospel than that he was 
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dopted by Christ into the college of the apostles, and 
r ith the rest received the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
rhost. It is said that he preached in Egypt and other 
arts of Africa ; and afterwards in the East, where it is 
apposed that he was crucified in Suanir a city of Persia. 
lis feast is kept on the 28th of October. 



ST. MATTHIAS. 

St. Matthias was elected as before- mentioned to succeed 
ae unhappy Judas. After the descent of the Holy 
rhost, he preached the faith in Cappadocia, and on the 
oasts of the Caspian Sea, residing chiefly near the port 
8sus. He was remarkable for his mortified austere life, 
nd he must have undergone great hardships among the 
avage people, who formed the portion of the vineyard 
Hotted to him. He received the crown of martyrdom in 
Jolchis. His feast is kept on the 24th of February. 

THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 

The account of two, SS. Matthew and John, has been 
lready given among the apostles. 

ST. MARK. 

St. Mark was of Jewish extraction, and a disciple of 
\t. Peter. Some historians think he was the John Mark, 
nentioned in the Acts, and stvled bv St Peter his son. 
W the request of the Romans, he committed to writing 
rbat he had learned from the apostle respecting our Divine 
jord, for it is asserted by some that he had never seen 
lim. St. Peter revised the work, and approved it, which 
s probably the reason that St. Mark's gospel was by some 
tttributed to St. Peter. In it the humility of both is con- 
ipicuous, inasmuch as neither the high commendation 
riven by our Lord to St. Peter, nor his walking on the 
vater are mentioned; but all the circumstances of his 
lenying his Divine Master are recorded at full length. 
3t. Mark was appointed by St. Peter to the see of Alex- 
indria, where he made a great many converts, but had 
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twice to withdraw from the fury of the populace. At 
length on the pagan feast of the idol Serapis, they found 
him offering to God the prayer of the Oblation or the 
Mass, and seizing him, they dragged him by the feet 
through the streets, and then cast him into prison. On 
the following day, the infidels dragged him as before, and 
while the streets were strewed with pieces of his mangled 
flesh, he ceased not praising and thanking God for his 
sufferings, until he happily expired under his torments. 
His feast is kept on the 25th of April. 

ST LUKE. 

St. Luke was a native of Antioch, in Syria, but whether 
a convert from Judaism or paganism is uncertain. His- 
torians are also divided as to whether he ever saw our 
Divine Lord or not. St. Luke received a liberal education, 
and was by profession a physician. He is said to have 
excelled also in painting, and to have drawn several 
pictures of Christ and the Blessed Virgin. He accom- 
panied St. Paul in many of his journeys, and shared the 
labours, dangers, and sufferings of that great apostle, 
who mentions him in his epistles, styling him, " Beloved 
physician," and " Fellow-labourer." St. Luke wrote his 
gospel, as he himself assures us, from the relations of 
those, " who from the beginning were eye-witnesses and 
ministers of the word." He lived to an advanced age, 
and, according to some, closed his life by martyrdom. 
Others say, that though 'he endured many sufferings for 
the faith, he ended his life in peace. His feast is kept on 
the 18th of October. 



THE END. 
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"It is Catholic, and extremely well condensed, lucid, and foil enough 
for the purpose of en introductory outline." — Tablet. 



Spain and Portugal. 6rf. 

N.B.— These Catechisms, being all written by Catholics, 
safely recommended for the use of Schools. 

Now ready, price Sd. each volume, sewed ; or 1*. cloth, 

Dolman's Home library, 

Thb Elder's Houss ; or the Three Converts. 
Father Felix. By the Author of " Mora Carmody." 
Julia Ormond ; or, the New Settlement. 
The Sister of Charity. By Mrs. Hannah H. Dorsay. In 2 
▼oh., 18rao.> with Frontispiece, \t.4d. sewed, 2*. cloth. 

Tears on the Diadem ; or The Crown and the Cloister. 
Zbnosius ; or the Pilgrim Convert. By the Rev. C. C. Pise. 

Domestic Service, Duties and happiness of; or, a Sister of Mercy 
giving Instructions to the Inmates of the House of Mercy placed under 
her care. 18mo, price 2«., cloth lettered. 

Faith of CattoliCS on certain points of Controversy, confirmed 
by Scripture, and attested by the Fathers of the first five centuries of 
the Church. Compiled by the Rev. Joseph Berington and the Rev. 
John Kirk. Third edition, revised and greatly enlarged by the Rev. 
J. Waterworth. 3 vols., 8vo, 10*. 64. each vol., cloth lettered. 

Fasti Christian!; or, Rhymes on the Kalendar, by William Cow- 
per Augustine Maclaurin, M.A., late Dean of Moray and ftoss, now a 
Member of the Catholic Church. 8vo, 6*. 6d. t cloth gilt. 

Father Oswald, a genuine Catholic story. 12mo, 6*., cloth. 

Francis de Sales, St., Introduction to a Devout Ijife. 18mo, 2s. 

Geraldine : a tale of Conscience. By E. C. A. A new edition, 

1 vol., small 8vo, 5*., cloth lettered. 

Geramb, Marie Joseph, Abbot of La Trappe, Journey from La 
Trappe to Rome. Second edition, small 8vo, 3*. 

Gillis, Right Rev. Bishop. Facts and Correspondence relating to 
the admission into the Catholic Church of Viscount and Viscountess 
Fielding. 8vo, price 2*. 6d. <. 

Discourse on the Mission and Influence of the Popes. 

Preached in St. Mary's Church, Edinburgh, on the occasion of Solemn 
Thanksgiving for the return to Rome of His Holiness, Pope Pius IX. 
8vo, It. 

Glories of Mary, newly translated from the Italian of St. Alphon- 
su8 Liguori. With the approbation of the Archbishop of New York, 
handsomely printed, with Illustrations. 12 mo, cloth gilt, 4s 6d. 

Hay, Right Rev. Dr., Scripture Doctrine of Miracles displayed. 

2 vols, 12mo, cloth, 5*. New edition. 
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Hiemrgia; or Transubstantiation, Invocation of Saints, Relics, 
and Purgatory, besides those other articles of Doctrine set forth in 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass expounded ; and the Use of Holy 
Water, Incense, and Images, the Ceremonies, Vestments, and Ritual 
employed in its celebration among the Latins, Greeks, and Orientals. 
Illustrated from Paintings, Sculptures, and Inscriptions found in the 
Roman Catacombs, or belonging to the earliest ages of Faith. By 
D. Rock, D.D. Second edition, with additions, and illustrated with 
fifteen Engravings, and above thirty Woodcuts. In one large volume, 
8vo, (nearly 600 pages) price I6t., cloth lettered. 

Holy Readings, for Catholics in the World ; chosen from many 
Writers, for their flopefulness, Meekness, and Worth, to all Christians 
everywhere. By the author of " Catholic Hours/ 1 2#. 6rf. 

Holy S crip tures ; their Origin, Progress, Transmission, Corrup- 
tions, and True Character. Price It. 6<f., cloth lettered. 

" Thinkest thou that thou understandest what thou readest ? Who said : and 
how can I, unless some man show me?" — Jets, viii. 30, 31. 

Home Of the Lost Child; a Tale of the Asylum of the Good 
Shepherd, Hammersmith. Price 4#., cloth lettered. 

Hnddleston, John, a Short and Plain Way to the Church, com- 
posed many years since by Richard Huddleston, of the Order of St. 
Benedict ; to which is annexed King Charles the Second's Papers, 
found in his closet, with an account of what occurred on his death- 
bed in regard to Religion ; and a summary of occurrences relating 
to his preservation after his Defeat at Worcester. 8vo, It. 6d. 

Illustrations of the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy, in 
Sixteen Designs, engraved in outline, with descriptive anecdotes in 
four languages, and a Sketch of the Order of Mercy. By a Sister of 
the religious Order of our Lady of Mercy. 1 vol., oblong 4 to, 10t. 6d. 

Imitation Of Christ) in Four Books. By Thomas a Kempis. 
Translated by the Rev. Dr. Challoner. A new edition, handsomely 
printed in large type, 18mo, 2#. 6d. t bound, cape morocco, 3#. 

James Jordan; or, the Treasure and its Price. A Working 
Man's Narrative. 18mo, cloth gilt, It. 6d. 

Jones', Rev. J., Manual of Instructions on Plain-Chant, or Grego- 
rian Music, with Chants, as used in Rome, for High Mass, Vespers, 
Complin, Benediction, Holy Week, and the Litanies. Compiled 
chiefly from Alfieri and Berti ; with the approbation of the Right 
Reverend Vicars Apostolic. Beautifully printed in red and black 
type, in small quarto, 2#. 6d. 

" We have carefully examined every part, and have found all most accurate and 
conformable to authentic models. We sincerely hope, therefore, that it will be 
universally adopted as the standard in singing at the Altar and in the Church/* — 
Dublin Review. 

" A perfect vade-mecum for the Priest and the Choir, where the Gregorian chant 
is preferred, as it always ought to be, to the unauthorised variety which prevails 
in most of our chapels and churches. The book is very neatly, nay, beautifully 
printed. We augur for it a deservedly extensive sale.*' — Tablet. 
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Kfl ftl lftTl, Rev. Stephen, Catechism of the 7 Christian Religion; 
being a Compendium of the Catechism of Montpellier. Price 5*. 

Keenan's Controversial Catechism ; or Protestantism refuted isd 
Catholicism established, by an appeal to the Holy Scriptures, the tat 
mony of the holy Fathers, and the dictates of reason ; in which neb 
portions of Scheffmacher's Catechism as suit modern controversy m 
embodied. Revised and enlarged (ninth thousand), price It. 6dL 

Kenricfc, Right Rev. Francis, Bishop of Philadelphia. The Post 
Gospels, translated from the Latin Vulgate, and diligently compared 
with the Greek, being a revision of the Rhemish translation; with cri- 
tical and explanatory notes. Large octavo, cloth, 10*. 6d. 

The Epistles of St. Paul, the Catholic Epistles, and the 

Apocalypse. Translated from the Latin Vulgate, and compared with 
the Greek. Large octavo, price 12s. 6<f.» cloth lettered. 

Primacy of the Apostolic See vindicated. 8vo, cloth. 8t. 64 

Legends of the Commandments of God. Price 3*., cloth gilt. 

Legends of the Seven Deadly Sins. Price 3#., cloth gilt. 

Legends of the Blessed Virgin. Price 3#. 64., cloth gilt. 

All translated from the French of J. Collin de Plancy, approved by tht tato 
Archbishop of Paris, Monsignor AJTre. 

Letter8 and Official Documents of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scotland 
collected from the original MSS. preserved in the State Paper Office 
of London, and the principal archives and libraries of Europe, together 
with a Chronological Summary. By Prince Alexander Labasoft 
Price £2. 2«., handsomely bound, cloth lettered, and gilt. 

OPINIONS OP THE PRESS. 

" We heartily recommend these volumes to peneral attention, a* msc of the irr* 
vxluable contributions ever offered to British literature bj a foreign baud."— 
Quarterly Review. 

*• We never saw a more carefully edited book. More patient exactness, a more 
praiseworthy elaborate fidelity we could not possibly have desired. We heaftuy 
recommend this valuable collection to the best attention of the students of ms- 
tory."— 'Examiner. 

" We must in juntice say that we have never seen a msss of historical documents 
more faithfully edited, lucidly arranged, and impartially illustrated than the col- 
lection before us." — Athenamm. 

Life of St. Jane Frances de Cbantal, foundress of the Order of the 
Visitation, collected from original Documents and Records. By the 
Rev. W. H. Coombes, D.D. 2 vols., 8vo. price 9#. 

Life of the Blessed PETER FOURIER, Priest, Reformer of a Re- 
ligious Order, and Founder, in the 17th century, of one of the first 
Congregations of Women devoted to the gratuitous instruction of young 
Girls. Translated from the French. With Portrait. 18mo, cloth, 2s. 

Lives of the most eminent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects of 
the Order of St. Dominic. Translated from the Italian of Fit her 
Marchese of the same Institute, with Notes, &c By the Rev. C. P. 
Meehan. 2 vols., 12mo, cloth, 10#. 
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Lingard, Rev- Dr., the History and Antiquities of the Anglo- 
SaxonChurch ; containing an account of its Origin, Government, Doc- 
trines, Worship, Revenues, and Clerical and Monastic Institutions. 
In 2 vols., 8vo, price £1 4#., cloth lettered. 

44 If we were asked from what source one oould obtain the greatest insight into 
the national mind and ways of thought of the Christian Anglo-Saxons, we should 
have no hesitation in referring the inquirer to these pages. As a narrator of 
facts, and expounder of the inferences more immediately to be drawn from them, 
there is no writer of the present day who exceeds the diligent, accurate, and elo- 
quent historian of England." — Morning Chronicle. 

- Of the monastic institutions among the Anglo-Saxons, Dr. Lingard has 
written in a spirit of candour and fairness ; he points out the abuses to which 
such communities are liable, and does not conceal the fact that such abuses fre- 
quently prevail." — AtheruBum. 

Lingard's History of England, from the First Invasion of the Ro- 
mans to the reign of William and Mary, in the year 1688. New edition, 
revised and much enlarged. This library edition is handsomely 
printed in ten large octavo volumes, price £6, or 12*. per volume, 
cloth lettered, and enriched with a likeness of the author, engraved 

in the best style, from a portrait by Mr. Skaife. 

M From all comments on the work, as a history, we abstain ; but we may say it 
has achieved such a- success, and obtained in the eye of the public such a position 
that the possession of this new and revised edition is essential to the completion 
of every library. The typography is beautiful, and the work, independently of 
all intrinsic merit, will ornament any shelves where it may And a place." — 
Morning Chronicle. 

" The labour expended by Dr. Lingard upon his subject has been enormous. He 
has again and again gone over it with a profound and scrutinising investigation, 
and although he is now, we believe, in his eightieth year, he has prosecuted his task 
with undiminished seal, until he could give, in the edition before us, the finishing 
stroke of emendation to the great occupation of his life. This edition may, 
therefore, be considered far superior to those which have preceded it, and in this 
respect will remain as a mountain of unexampled perseverance to the latest period 
ot time."— BeU't Weekly Meuenger. 

LinganJ/s New Version of the Four Gospels ; with Notes, Critical 
an"d Explanatory. By a Catholic. 8vo, It. 6d. 

Lingard's Catechetical Instructions on the Doctrines and Worship 
of the Catholic Church. A new edition, revised, 12 mo, It. 
[This work contains a short exposition of Catholic doctrine and Catholic practice, 

with the chief authorities on which that doctrine and practice are founded.] 

" A beautiful little volume, written with all that sobriety of style, power of lan- 
guage, and force of logic for which the venerable author is remarkable." — Tablet. 

Lingard's Observations on the Laws and Ordinances which exist 
in Foreign States, relative to the religious concerns of their Roman 
Catholic subjects. 8vo, 1*. 

A True Account of the Gunpowder Plot, extracted from 

Lingard's History of England, and Dodd's Church History of England, 
including the Notes and Documents appended to the latter, by the 
Rev. M. A. Tierney, F.R.S., F.S.A., with Notes and Introduction, by 
Vindicator. 8vo, 3*. 6d. 

Mac Hale, the Most Rev. John, Archbishop of Tuam, Evidences 
and Doctrines of the Catholic Church. Second edition, revised, with 
additional Notes. Svo, cloth, 6#. 
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M friPfi^TiIni^ Re?. Paul, The Rock ; the Infallibility of the Church 
vindicated : a Reply to the Rev. Dr. Lee's Discourse on Papal Infalli- 
bility, and the causes of the late Conveisions to Romaniam. 8<£ 

•Mn/rWhlflTi, THE BIBLE : its Use and Abuse ; or, an Inquiry 
into the results of the respective Doctrines of the Catholic and 
ProtestaBt Churches, relative to the Interpretation of the Word of God. 
Small 8vo, cloth, 4«. 

Maistro* Count Joseph de, THE POPE, considered in his relations 
with the Church, Temporal Sovereignties, Separated Churches, and 
the cause of Civilization. Translated by the Rev. jEneas M'D. Daw- 
son. Small octavo, 5*. cloth. 

Letters on the Spanish Inquisition. Translated from the 

French. 18mo, 1*. 6d. 

Martinet, Abbe, Religion in Society, or the Solution of Great 
Problems, placed within the reach of every mind. 2 vols., 12mo, 6*. 

Mary, Queen of Scots, Letters Selected and Translated from Prince 
Labanotf 8 Collection. By W. Turnbull, Esq., F.S.A. Soot 8vo, 14/. 

Mental Prayer, a Golden Treatise of, with divers Spiritual Rales 
and Directions for all sorts of people. By the Blessed Peter de 
Alcantara. Translated by Giles Willoughby. 18mo, cloth, 2t. 6<2. 

Mffihler, J- A., Symbolism ; or Exposition of the Doctrinal Differ- 
ences between Catholics and Protestants. Translated by J. B. 
Robertson, Esq. 2 vols., 8vo, 14*. 

Moore* Thomas, The Travels of an Irish Gentleman in search of a 
Religion. New edition. At press. 

Memoirs of Captain Rock, the celebrated Irish chieftain. 

New edition. At press. 

More, Sir Thomas, A Dialogue of Comfort against Tribulation, 
made by Sir Thomas More, sometime Lord Chancellor of England, 
which he wrote in the Tower of London, AD. 1534. Crown 8vo, 5*. bds. 

Mores Catholici: or. Ages of Faith. Eleven Books, in three 
very large vols., royal 8vo, price £1 6s. each, handsomely bound, in 
cloth', lettered and gilt. 

" It contains food for all minds. The wisest will find in it a strain of a high, 
clear, pure, and fin these days) a new philosophy. The historian and the anti- 
quarian will find light thrown upon the manners of many times and many people. 
The poet will be charmed with the strains of lofty eloquence, and the many touch- 
ing and beautiful stories it contains. Many, we think, will desire to build up 
their minds upon the wisdom of the Christian schools here collected and illus- 
trated ; and none, we are sure, can read it without being soothed by its harmo- 
nious eloquence, and entertained by a diversity of pleasing and new ideas.'*— 
Dublin Review. 

MuratorL Relations of the Missions of Paraguay. New edition, 
in the press. 

Newman, Rev. Dr. The Correct and Authentic Report of the 
Trial and Proceedings in the Case of the Queen, on the Prosecution 
of G. Achilli v. J. H. Newman, with Copies of the Documents, Affida- 
davits, an Introduction, and copious Notes, illustrative of the Charac- 
ter of Religious Houses, Influence of the Confessional, Practice of the 
Court of Inquisition, &c. &c. By Wm. Francis Finlason, Esq., of the 
Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Price 2s. 
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New Month Of Mary; or, Reflections for each Day of the 
Month, on the different Titles applied to the Holy Mother of God in 
the Litany of Loretto ; principally designed for the Month of May. 
By the Right Rev. Dr. Kenrick. 18mo., It. 6d. 

Oliver. Rev. Dr., Collections towards Illustrating the Biography of 
the Scotch, English, and Irish Members of the Society of Jesus. 8vo, 
12*., cloth lettered. 

Orsilli, Abbe, Flowers of Heaven ; or, the Examples of the Saints 
proposed to the Imitation of Christians. Translated from the French. 
18 mo, cloth lettered, 2s. 6rf. 

Paganism in Education. From the French of " Le ver Rongeur 
des Societiet Modernet" By the Abbe Gaume. Translated by Ro- 
bert Hill. Price 3#. cloth, or by post 3#. 6rf. 

Patterson (James Laird, M.A.), Journal of a Tour in Egypt, Pa- 
lestine, Syria, and Greece ; with Notes and Appendix on Ecclesiastical 
Subjects. 8vo, cloth, 12*. 

Pauline Seward, a Tale of Real Life. By John D. Bryant, Esq. 
2 vols. 12 mo, price 8*., cloth. 

Peach, Rev. Edward, Sermons for every Sunday and Festival 
throughout the Year. New edition, 8vo, cloth, 9s. 

Poor Man's Catechism; or, the Christian Doctrine Explained; 
with suitable Admonitions. By the Rev. John Anselm Mannock, 
O.S.B. A new edition, revised and corrected, with a Memoir of the 
Author. Price 1*. 

" We may with great troth call this a careful and elegant edition of this most 
useful work."— Tablet. 

Pugin, A. Welby. A Treatise on Chancel Screens and Rood 
Lofts ; their Antiquity, Use, and Symbolic Signification. Illustrated 
with many figures of Rood Screens, drawn on stone by the Author. 
Small 4to, Handsomely bound, 15t. 

The present State of Ecclesiastical Architecture in England. 

With 36 Illustrations. Republished from the " Dublin Review." 8vo, 9*. 

Contrasts ; or a Parallel between the Noble Edifices of the 

Middle Ages and corresponding Buildings of the Present Day, setting 
forth the present decay of pure taste. Accompanied by appropriate 
Text. Second Edition, enlarged. 4 to. cloth lettered, £1 10*. 

RavignaiL, on the Life and Institute of the Jesuits. By the Rev. 
Father de Revignan, of the Company of Jesus. Carefully translated 
from the fourth edition of the French. By Chas. Seager. 12mo, It. 6d. 

Beading Lesions for the use of Schools ; from Words of Two 
Syllables upwards. By a Clergyman. Fifty-six Lessons, 5#. the set. 

Reeve's HistOiy Of the Bible, new edition, illustrated with 
230 Wood Engravings. 12mo, roan, sprinkled edges, 3*. 6d. 
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SERMONS. 

Archer, Rev. J., D.D., Sermons for Festivals, and a Second Series 
of Sermons for every Sunday in the year. 2 vols. 8vo, 12*., bds. 
' Bourdalone's Sermons, translated by the Rev. A. Carrol. 2 vols. 
8vo, 8*. 

Butler, Rev. Alban, Meditations and Discourses on the sublime 
truths of Christianity. 1 vol. &vo, cloth, 7#. 

Catholic Pulpit, containing Sermons for all the Sundays and prin- 
cipal Holidays in the year. Second edition, revised, 8vo, cloth. 1 0*. <W. 

Gahan's Sermons and Moral Discourses for all the Sundays and 
principal festivals of the \eax. 8vo, cloth, 6*. 
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Bock, Rev. Dr. The Church of our Fathers ; or St. Osmund's 
Rite for the Church of Salisbury, from a manuscript in the Library 
of that Cathedral. Printed for the first time, and elucidated with 
Dissertations on the Belief and Ritual of the Church in England 
before and after the coming of the Normans. Vols, 1 and 2, IUns- ii 
trated with many Engravings on Wood and Copper. 8vo, cloth, price 
£1 16*. Vol. 3, part the first, 14*. Vol. 3, part second, completing 
the work. At press. 

Did the Early Church in Ireland acknowledge the Pope's 

Supremacy ? Answered in a letter to Lord John Manners. 8vo, 3s. 6U 

Rodigaez, AlphonSUB. The Practice of Christian and Religious 
Perfection. 3 vols. 8vo, cloth, 8#. 

Rule Of Faith, chiefly an Epitome of Milner*s End of Contro- 
versy. By the Rev. S. Jones. 1*. 

Rules Of a Christian Life, selected from the most Spiritual 
Writers; with Letters on Matrimony; on the choice of a State of 
Life ; and on Monastic Institutions, &c. &c. By the Rev. C. 
Premord. 2 vols. 12 mo, boards, 7#. 

Sick Calls: from the Diary of a Missionary Priest, mostly Re- 
printed from " Dolman's Magazine.' 1 By the Rev. E. Price, M.A. In 
small 8vo, 5*. 6rf., cloth lettered. 

Sinner's Complaint to God ; being Devout Entertainments of 
the Soul with God; fitted for ]all States and Conditions of Christians. 
By the Rev. J. Gother. 12 mo, 4*. 6d. \ 

Smith, Rev. H., A Short History of the Protestant Reformation, • 
principally as to its Rise and Progress in England, in a series of Con- 
ferences held by the most eminent Protestant Historians of the present ■ 
and former times. 12mo, boards, 2s. 6d. 

Soul on Calvary, meditating on the Sufferings of Jesus Christ, 
&c, 12mo., best edition, large print, 2«. 

The Spiritual Director; Teaching an easy Method to Live 
Holily. By Ganricus Lespinol, L.D., Priest of the Congregation of 
the Oratory of Douay in Flanders. 

This most valuable work (a manuscript translation from the Italian, and now 
about two hundred years old), is admirably adapted for every class in society. It 
is now being revised by a priest, and will be published under the authority of tht 
Lord Bishop of Beverley, to whom it will be dedicated. 
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McCarthy, Pere, Sermons, with a Notice of his Life, 8vo, cloUi, 8*. 

Peach, Rev. E. A Series of Familiar Discourses for every Sunday 
and Festival of the Year. A neto edition, 8vo, cloth, 9*. 

Wheeler, Rev. J., Sermons on the Gospels for every Sunday in 
the year. 2 vols., 8vo, 12*. 

*• Sermons on the Festivals. 1 vol. 8vo, 9». 

White, Rev. T., Sermons for every Sunday and principal Festival 
of the year. Selected by Dr. Lingard. New edition, 8vo, St. 6d. 



Spalding, M. J., D.D., General Evidences of Catholicity ; being 
the substance of a Course of Lectures delivered in the Cathedral of 
St. Louis, Louisville. 12mo, price 5*. 6d. • 

Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Translated from 
the Latin by Charles S eager, M.A., with a Preface by Cardinal Wise- 
man, Archbishop of Westminster. Small 8vo, price 4#. cloth lettered. 
Illustrated wiih a fine Print of St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

St. Mary and her Times ; a Poem in Fourteen Cantos. By the 
Authoress ot " Geraldine." Dedicated to Cardinal Wiseman. Crown 
8vo, price 3«.,-cloth lettered. 

Stewart, Agnes M. The Cousins ; or, Pride and Vanity. A Tale. 
18 mo., fancy cloth, 1*. 

Stories of the Seven Virtues. Second edition, 32mo, price 

1*. 6d., cloth lettered. Containing : 

1. Humility ; or Blanche Neville and the Fancy Fair. 

2. Liberality ; or, the Benevolent Merchant. 

3. Chastity; or, the Sister of Charity. 

4. Meekness; or, Emily Herbert and the Victim of Passion. 

5. Temperance; or Edward Ashton. 

6. Brotherly-Lovk; or, the Sisters. 

7. Diligence; or, Ethel Villiers and her Slothful Friend. 
Stothert, Rev. James, Glory of Mary in Conformity with Word of 

God. Small 8vo, handsomely bound, cloth, gilt, 3*. 6d. 

Stapf, Dr J A. The Spirit and Scope of Education, in promoting 
the Well- Being of Society. Translated from the German. Post 8vo, 
cloth, 5# 

*** This work will be of no little value to every Catholic who would study the 
great subject of the age. — Rambler. 

*** To all eneaged or interested in Education, we recommend a diligent peru- 
sal of this excellent Treatise. — Catholic School, May, 1852. 

Tales Explanatory of the Sacraments. In 2 vols., 12mo , 10*. cloth. 
By the Authoress of " Geraldine : a Tale of Conscience." Containing: : 

1. The Vigil of St. Laurence. 2. Blanche's Confirmation. 

3. The Sister Penitents. 4. The Altar at Woodbank. 

5. Clyffe Abbey; or, the Last Anointing. 

G. The Priest of Northumbria. 7. The Spousal Cross. 

The rales are told with great spirit and elegance. The Narrative never fal- 
ters : and a spirit of the purest and most profound piety breathes in every word. — 
Dolman" t Magazine, January. 

Think Well On't. By the Right Rev. Dr. Challoner. New and 

cheap edition, for distribution among the poor, 2d. 
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Tales designed chiefly for the Young, translated from the German 
of the Ven. C. Von. Schmid, by the Rev. C. Russell and the Rev. M. 
Kelly. 3 vols. 8vo., 13#. 6d. 

Teresa, St., The Way of Perfection, and Conceptions of Divine 
Love. Translated from the Spanish, by the Rev. John Dalton. 1 vol. 
crown 8vo, cloth, 3*. 6rf. 

Life of, written by herself, and translated from the Spanish, 

by the Rev. John Dalton. 1 vol., crown 8vo, 5*. 6<f., cloth lettered. 

The Old Tree: or, Filial Piety. A Tale. 18mo, cloth, 1*. 

Thomberry Abbey ; a Tale of the Established Church, cloth 
lettered, 3*. 6d. 
" We cordially recommend it to the notice of the reader." — Tablet. 
u It is one of the best little work*, treating an important matter in a popular 
manner, we hare recently met."— Browruon's Quarterly Review. 

Tiemey, Rev. M. A., History and Antiquities of the Castle and 
Town of Arundel. In 2 vols, royal 8vo, cloth, £1 12*. 

Walsingham, Francis, Deacon of the Protestant Church, a 
Search made into Matters of Religion before his change to the Catho- 
lic. Wherein is related how first he fell into his doubts, and how, for 
final resolution thereof, he repaired unto his Majesty, who remitted 
him to the L. of Canterbury, and he to other learned men ; and what 
the issue was of all those Conferences. Forming a Thick Volume, 
crown 8vo. 8*. 

WORKS BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL WISEMAN, 

ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER. 

Lectures on the Principal Doctrines and Practices of the Catholic 
Church, delivered at St. Mary's, Moorfields, during the Lent of 1836. 
Second edition, entirely revised and corrected by the Author. Two 
volumes in one, 12mo, price 4s. 6<£, cloth. 

The Real Presence of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Blessed Eucharist, proved from Scripture. In Eight 
Lectures, delivered in the English College, Rome. Second edition, 
12mo, cloth lettered, As. 6rf. 

A Reply to Dr. Turton, the " British Critic," and others, on the 
Catholic Doctrine of the Eucharist. 8vo, 4*. 6d. 

Four Lectures on the Offices and Ceremonies of Holy Week, as 
performed in the Papal Chapels, delivered in Rome, in the Lent of 
1837. Illustrated with Nine Engravings, and a Plan of the Papal 
Chapels. 8vo, cloth, 5*. 

Twelve Lectures on the Connexion between Science and Re- 
vealed Religion, with Map and Plates. Third edition, in 2 vols., small 
8vo, cloth lettered, 10*. 

The Lives of St. Alphonsus Liguori, St. Francis de Girolamo, St. 
John Joseph of the Cross, St. Pacificus of San Severino, and St. Ve- 
ronica Giuliana, whose canonization took place on Trinity Sunday, 
26th of May, 1839. Edited by Cardinal Wiseman. Second edition, 
18rao, cloth lettered, 2s. 6d. 

Selection of Essays and Articles from the Dublin Review, by 

Cardinal Wiseman. In 3 volumes, octavo, Nearly ready. 
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Young Catholic'8 QuidO in the Preparation for Confession ; for 
the use of Children of both Sexes, from Seven to Fourteen years of 
age. By W. D. Kenny. Royal 32mo, sewed, price Zd. 

Young Communicants. By the author of " Geraldine." Second 
edition. 18 mo, cloth, 1«. 



Size, 4 inches by 2J. 
Price 6d. each. 



^Size, 4& inches by 2|. 
Price 6d. each. 



Size , 4 ^ inches by 2 £ . 
Price 4d. each. 



PRINTS. 

Twelves Prints, drawn and illuminated in Gold and Colours, in 
the early Missal style, for Prayer Books, with Miniatures and Prayers, 
printed in Black Letter, consisting of the following : 

St. Augustine, Apostle of England, 

St. Catherine, 

St. Philip Neri, 

St. Margaret of Scotland, 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary, 

St. George, 

St. Joseph, 

The Memorare, by St. Bernard, in English, 

The Our Father, 

The Hail Mary, 

We fly to thy patronage, 

In the name of Jesus, 

Any of the above may be had, mounted under glass, with ornamental frames. 

Also, a beautiful Drawing of the 

Madonna and the Infant JOSUS, seated under a Canopy, with 
attendant Angels, encircled with a floriated border, in which the 
figures of St. Ann and St. John the Baptist are introduced, with the 
following inscription beneath the Drawing : 

Regina Sine Labe Originali Concepta, Ora Pro Nobis. 
The whole illuminated in Gold and Colours, in the early Missal style. 
Size of the Drawing, 10 inches by 7, price 3«., or mounted under 
glass, with ornamental frame, 6#. 6d. 

The Life and Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, illustrated in 
twelve Plates, engraved on steel, from the designs of Frederick Over- 
beck. Proofs on India paper, price 10*. the set ; single plates, 1*. 
each. Plain Prints, 5*. the set ; single plates, bd. each* 

The following well-engraved small Prints, Zd. each : 
Our Saviour Knocking at the Door. 
The Blessed Virgin and Infant Jesus. 
St. Ignatius Loyola and St. Francis Zavier. 

Also just published, 

Three finely engraved small Prints of the Blessed Virgin, price 3d. each, 

f The Madonna del San SUto. 
Entitled, i „ " Salve Regina." 
[ „ " Ave Regina." 
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OFFICE BOOKS, BREVIARIES, &c 

Hemoriale Rituum, pro aliquibus protestantioribus, sacris func- 
tionibus, persolvendis in minoribus ecclesii Parochialibus. Benedicti 
XIII. Jusru prirao editum. 8vo, Sd. 

Breviarum Romanum. 4 vols. 4to. 

2 vols. 4 to. 

4 vols., 12 mo, 18 mo, and 32mo. 

Graduate Romanum. 8vo. 
Horse Diuraae. 32 mo. 

Missale Romanum. Large and small folio, and 12 mo. 

Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary. i8mo. 
Pontificate Romanum. 3 vols. 8vo. 
Rituale Romanum. i8mo. 
VesperaJe Romanum. i8mo. 

[Printed in Red and Black Type, by Hanicq, of, Malines, together with all the 
other Church Office Books from the same Press, at low prices.] 



LIST OF PRAYER BOOKS, &c 

Altar Cards, handsomely Printed in Red and Black Type, with 
an Engraving of the Crucifixion, from Overbeck. Size of Centre 
Card, 12 inches by 10*. 2«. 6d. 

Abridgment of Christian Doctrine, or First Catechism. Price 
Id. or 6*. per hundred. 

Catholic Hours, or, the Family Prayer Book. 24mo, roan, gilt 
edges, 3#. 

Catholic Piety, by the Rev. R. Gahan, 32mo, bound, 4d. 

The same, embossed roan, sprinkled edges, 6d. 

Another edition, fine paper, ditto, $d. 

The same, embossed roan, gilt edges, IQd. 

Another and superior edition, with a supplement, contain- 
ing the Ordinary of the Mass, and the Epistles and Gospels for the 
Sundays and principal Festivals of the year. 32mo, cape morocco, 
gilt extra, 2*. 

18mo, roan embossed, sprinkled edges, 1*. 4rf. 

Ditto, do. gilt edges, 1*. 8d. 

"- The same, with Epistles and Gospels, 3*. 

Child's Manual Of Prayer. 32mo, large type, with the ap- 
probation of his Eminence the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, 
cape morocco, gilt edges, 1*. 

Child's Prayer Book, by a Mother. Large type, 18mo, cloth, It. 

Child's Catholic Piety. A Manual of Devotion for the Young; 
prettily illustrated. Morocco, with Monograms and gilt edges, 3*. 6«f., 
or in morocco elegant, with gilt clasp, 5*. 6d. 

Children of Mary Instructed; or a little book of Spiritual 

R , ading and Easy Prayers for Young Children, by a Mother. 18mo, 
cioth, '2,8. 

Daily Companion. 32nio, embossed roan, sprinkled edges, 104., 
emuossed roan, gilt edges, 1*. 
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Devotions of the Three Hours' Agony, in honour of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ on the Cross, composed originally in the Spanish Language, 
by the Rev. F. Alphonsus Messia, S.J. Royal 32mo, Ad, 

Devoilt Reflections for, before, and after, receiving the Holy 
Eucharist. To which are added short Preparations for Confession 
and Communion. With approbation of the Right Rev. Dr. Brown, 
Bishop of Newport and Menevia. Royal 32mo, embossed roan, gilt 
edges, 1*. 6d. ; Turkey morocco, 3*. 

The Devout Communicant. By the Rev. P. Baker. Large 
type. 18mo, cloth, I*. ; Cape morocco, gilt edges, 2s. 

Diamond Catholic Manual, containing Spiritual Exercises and 
Devotions, with the Ordinary of the Mass in Latin and English. 
64mo, embossed roan, gilt edges, 1*. ; morocco, 2s. 

Flowers Of Piety, selected from approved sources, and adapted 
for general use. Beautifully printed in 48mo, on superfine paper, em- 
bossed roan, gilt edges, U. ; Cape morocco, 1*. 6rf. ; Turkey morocco, 2s. 

Garden of the Soul, royal 32mo, embossed roan, 1*. ; Cape 
morocco, 2*. 

Garden of the Soul. 18mo, London edition, containing Ordi- 
nary of the Mass in Latin and English. Bound in cloth, stiffened 
covers, for cheap distribution, 104. ; embossed roan, gilt edges, I*. &d. ; 
Cape morocco, 2s. ; Turkey morocco, As. 6d. 

New edition, with Epistles and Gospels, beautifully printed 

on vellum paper, with steel plate, embossed roan, gilt edges, 3*. ; 
Cape morocco, As. ; real morocco bindings with monograms, from 6*. 
upwards. 

Key of Heaven. London Edition, beautifully printed on super- 
fine paper, Royal 32mo, roan, 1*. ; Cape morocco, gilt extra, 2s. 

The same, Turkey morocco, gilt edges, 3*. 6<f. 

Another Edition, 32mo, embossed roan, gilt edges, lOd. 

Key of Paradise. 18rao, large type, embossed roan, 1*. 6d. 

Manual Of Catholic Piety, a New Edition, Illustrated, &c, 
uniform with the Ursuline Manual. 18mo, in morocco bindings, with 
Monograms, &c, from 7s* 6d. upwards. 

Missal for the use Of the Laity, with the Masses for all the 
Sundays and Festivals throughout the Year. 32mo, embossed roan, 
gilt edges, Is. 6d. Cape morocco gilt extra, 3s. 

Another Edition, with the Masses for every Day through- 
out the Year. 18mo, embossed roan, gilt edges, 3*. 

Missal for the Use of the Laity, new Edition, arranged by the 
Very Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, improved, with a Supplement containing 
all the new Masses recently authorised for England. Embossed roan, 
gilt edges, 5s. Calf gilt, 6*. 6d. Morocco, 8*. 6rf. 

Ditto, with Illustrations by Overbeck, handsomely bound in 

Turkey morocco, 14*. 6rf. ; morocco elegant, 16*. 6d. 

Office and Masses for the Dead, in Latin and English. i8mo, 

bound Is. 

Path to Paradise, or the Catholic Christian's Manual of Spi- 
ritual Exercises and Select Devotions. 32mo, roan, gilt edges, If. 
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Another Edition, bd , for cheap distribution, 3d. 



Posey Of Prayers. 18mo, roan, gilt edges, 2«. 6d. 

Prayers before and after Maas, for Country Congregations. 
18mo, sewed, 6d. 

SolilOQQiea before and after Communion. By a Member of the 
Ursuline Community, Cork. Roan, gilt edges, 3«. ; morocco, 6«. 

Spirit Of Prayer. A New Manual of Catholic Devotion. By a 
Member of the Ursuline Community, Black Rock, Cork. New Edition, 
embossed roan, 6*. ; morocco, 8*. 6rf. ; morocco elegant, 10*. 6d. 

*** Also kept in morocco and velvet, with clasps and Monograms. 

Ursuline "Mftwua l, New Edition, embossed roan, 3«. 6d. 

A new Edition, printed on Superfine Paper, with EleTen 

beautifully finished Steel Engravings from Overbeck, Steinle, &c, in 
morocco bindings, with Monograms, &c, from 9*. and upwards. 

St. Vincent's "Mftwwp-lj containing a Selection of Prayers and 
Devotional Exercises, originally prepared for the use of the Sisters of 
Charity in the United States. New Edition enlarged, and adapted to 
general use. 787 pages, 18mo, with engravings, illuminated title, &c. 
Roan, gilt edges, 5*. A New and very Complete Prayer Book, 

BIBLES, TESTAMENTS, &c. 

The Holy Bible, translated from the Latin Vulgate, with Anno- 
tations, References, and an Historical and Chronological Index. Ste- 
reotype Edition, with Episcopal Approbation. Demy 8vo, bd. 6*. 

The same on Fine paper, royal 8vo, neatly bound, 12*. 

Another Edition, handsomely printed on fine paper. Im- 
perial 8vo, with plates, handsomely bound in calf extra, £1 Is. 

— — Another Edition. Post 8vo, sheep, 4*. 

The same, with Plates by Overbeck. Roan, 6*. 

Another Edition. Royal 24rao, roan, 2s. 6rf. 

HANDSOME FAMILY BIBLE. 

The Holy Bible, translated from the Latin Vulgate, first pub- 
lished by the English College at Douay and Rheims : — with Critical, 
Historical, Controversial, and Explanatory Notes, selected from the 
most eminent Commentators and Critics. A new and handsomely 
printed Edition, illustrated with many fine Engravings. 4to. 
*«* Kept in various handsome bindings suitable for presents. 

The New Testament, with Episcopal Approbation. Stereotype 
Edition, 12mo, bound, 1*. 6d. 

Another Edition. 18mo, bound, 1*. 

' Another Edition. 32mo, bound, 1*. 

Now ready, an entire new Edition of 
The Vespers Book for the use of the Laity, with the Offices of the 
English Saints, and all the New Offices in their respective places. Also 
an Appendix, with the Offices peculiar to the Society of Jesus. Newly 
arranged and Translated by the Very Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, D.D., 
Provost of Northampton and Vicar-General of the Diocess, with the 
approbation of all the Right Rev. the Bishops of England. Fourth 
.Edition, price 3*. 6d. roan embo%*e&, %\Vv td^es. 
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